
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 9, 2020 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

Back in the day I had to take two years of French during high school. Father Ed Stanek was the teacher. He was 

one of the best teachers I ever had. Every day he went around the classroom demanding that each of us respond to 

his lesson. He told us, “You can’t carry around French dictionaries. You have to speak the language!” At the end of 

the semester he required oral exams from each student. We sat in a small room, knee to knee, with him smoking a 

cigarette (I told you this was back in the day). He spoke French and expected us to respond in French. The fact I 

remember it so well tells you the effect it had on me. 

 

My last four years of seminary studies demanded oral examinations as well. The Jesuits and Dominicans seemed to 

think that being a priest meant being able to think on your feet. It required not just knowing theology but doing  

theology. 

 

A younger priest whom I admire tells me how often he must give “elevator answers” to people. He means quick, 

concise answers to questions that are asked of him when there is little time to offer answers. 

 

I used to subscribe to the 

notion that to every  

difficult question there is 

an answer that is quick, 

easy and wrong. But 

over the years I have 

come to recognize that 

answers to honest  

questions may be quick 

and easy but always 

wrong only if we don’t 

care to listen. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

Father John Parr  

 



FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

Knights on Tap 

August 12th - 7:30pm 

 

All men are invited to grab a beverage and 

hang out. We'll discuss a short video from a 

video series produced by Knights of Columbus about 

family. There is a “battle for the very soul of the  

family.” Men’s service of their families requires  

sacrifice. One couple explains how discovering the true 

nature of marriage transformed their relationship and 

their family. After the discussion we'll have time to 

share how we are doing and hangout. All you need is 

your phone or computer for the zoom meeting. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
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STEWARDSHIP 

Strong marriages require time for real  

communication…talking and listening.  

Tonight (and every night), sit together with 

your spouse for fifteen minutes. No cell 

phones. No iPads. No TV in the background. 

No distractions. Share with each other the events of 

your day. Listen slowly to one another. Invest in a little 

attention and affection for one another. Be present to 

each other. You will quickly see fruits from this effort.  

 

“It is so important to listen. Husbands and wives need 

to communicate to bring happiness and serenity to 

family life.”  Pope Francis 

Lorraine Atkinson 

Sara (Wozney) Balaker 

Judy Bockenhauer 

Rebecca Chatfield 

Paul Collins 

William Alan Davis 

Ethan William Doe 

The Donaldson Family 

Wesley Frana 

DeEtte Gillmeister 

Sherry Hanson 

June Kukovec 

Angela LaFleur 

Bob Langer 

Deanna Mason 

Ken Proctor 

Bailey Rohrer 

Mary Roerkohl 

Barry Schaller 

Sascha Stephens 

Phyllis Thaldorf 

Colleen Tisil 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

Stewardship invites us to remember 

that all we have is a gift from 

God. Today’s readings illustrate what 

amazing things can happen when we 

fully invite God to take charge of our 

lives by embracing the stewardship 

way of life. 

 

When we take our eyes off God, we fail to see that 

all we have is a gift from Him. We lose trust in the 

Lord and we do not make our lives a grateful  

response to Him.  

 

Peter makes this mistake in our Gospel passage from 

Matthew. Jesus sends the disciples in a boat ahead of 

Him to the other side of the shore. Later that evening, 

Jesus casually strolls up to the boat, walking on the 

sea. He invites Peter to join Him. As Peter begins to 

walk on the water, he momentarily takes his eyes off 

Jesus to notice the strong wind surrounding them. With 

that, he sinks. 

 

But what if Peter had not taken his eyes off Christ? 

What a grand adventure he could have experienced 

walking on the sea with Jesus! When we take our eyes 

off Christ, the many blessings He has given us, and the 

loving way He treats us, we sink, too.  

 

When we embrace the stewardship way of life —  

letting go of a tight hold over our money, time and 

talents — our lives become a grand adventure, rooted 

firmly and gratefully in the God Who always cares 

for us. Let us live as full disciples, ready to give all that 

we can and trust in our Lord. 

— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants 

On Friday, August 14, we celebrate 

the Memorial of St. Maximilian 

Kolbe. St. Maximilian Kolbe was 

born in Poland in 1894 and was  

ordained a priest in 1918. In 1939, 

during WWII, he welcomed  

thousands of refugees, especially 

Jews. In 1941, St. Maximilian was 

arrested by the Nazis and taken to 

the Auschwitz concentration camp. There he offered his 

life for another prisoner and was condemned to slow 

death in a starvation bunker. He died on August 14, 

1941, with an injection of carbolic acid. Pope John Paul 

II canonized him as a Saint and Martyr of Charity on 

October 10, 1982. St. Maximillian is the patron saint 

of families, prisoners, journalists, political prisoners, 

drug addicts, and the pro-life movement. 

ST. MAXIMILIAN KOLBE 



FAITH FORMATION 
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PARISH INCOME (FISCAL YEAR  7/1/20-6/30/21) 

CARING AND SHARING 

At this point in time, we are still planning on hosting our 

annual Christmas Caring and Sharing event in  

December. However, due to Covid-19, it will look very 

different. We will provide more details later but we 

wanted to give you this update. Due to the restrictions 

we will be under, we will only be able to accept the 

following donations:  bedding (including comforters, 

blankets, and sheets), towels (kitchen and bath), 

clothes (all sizes of winter clothes from infants to adult 

plus size – including socks, underwear, and pajamas), 

toys (including craft kits, puzzles, games, building sets, 

and dolls), coats, and Christmas items.  If you have 

other items, please consider donating them elsewhere.  

Also remember that these items are Christmas gifts 

and should be in new or like-new condition. As always, 

thank you so very much for helping us make Christmas 

special and memorable for our guests, our brothers 

and sisters in Christ.  

       Last Week’s Collections          Weekly Budget       

Envelopes/Plate……………………….$ 5,324           TBD       

 

Fiscal Year-to-Date……………………$36,860           TBD 

To give online go to: 

seasholmen.org and click on  

the GivePlus icon 

The New Normal pt 4 of “How the world should change 

after COVID-19”. by Maddy Bass 

This ordinary world is made extraordinary by the  

sacrifice of Christ. Love isn’t just an act anymore — it’s 

an intentional way of living. We can be witnesses  

every day to the Sacrifice of the Altar, allowing that 

Mass — virtual or not — to be our daily offering for 

someone else. We understand that the greatest  

commandment to love means to be inconvenienced by 

someone or something, that because they are a work of 

the Father, we must care for them anyway. Just as we 

have been following the recommendations to slow the 

spread of the virus and preserve the health of our 

neighbors, our role as the Church is to love God and 

love others unceasingly and regardless of the  

circumstances, for the “love of neighbor is inseparable 

from love for God” (CCC 1878). 

https://lifeteen.com/blog/world-change-covid-19/ 

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 

At the time of publication, St. Elizabeth’s Parish has learned that the Holmen School District is proposing virtual online 

learning at least until October 12

th

 of this year. With that now known, our Faith Formation program will NOT be  

allowed to use the Holmen Middle School for classrooms on Wed evenings. Our Faith Formation program is now  

preparing for our online catechesis as well, with a blend of in person class times for our sacramental ages of 2

nd

 grade 

(1

st

 confession and Holy Communion) and our 9

th

 and 10

th

 grades for Confirmation.  All other grades will begin the year 

with an online version using the Faith and Life series. We will still utilize our text books and activity books along with  

lesson plans and power points for each chapter. Work sheets will be collected once a month for our catechist to go over 

and make suggestions or corrections.  

 

Online registration is to begin the first week in August. Forms will be emailed out to all families currently in the program 

and as a general parish letter so any new families can enroll their children into our program. Payments will remain the 

same as past years, but PLEASE let us know if you’re experiencing any financial hardship during these times. If you have 

any concerns, please contact Fr. Parr in the office. 

 

Below is the proposal to begin classes on Wednesday, Sept 9th. 

On-line Faith and Life series studies for grades 1-8. The current text books we use are ALREADY setup for on-line  

studies. We would still utilize our text books, activity books along with our lesson plans and schedules.  

For those grades preparing for sacraments, which include 2nd grade (1st confession) and (Holy Communion) and 9th-

10th grade (confirmation). The 2nd grade classes meet with Mary Luebke on 1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings in 

Church from 6:30-7:30pm.  

Our 9th grade students would meet every 2nd and 4th Wednesday evening from 6:30- 7:30pm in the church.  

May God keep you safe and may we turn our hearts toward HIM. 

God bless, 

Mrs. Luebke    Faith Formation Director 1-5 

Mr. Brueggen  Faith Formation / Youth Ministry Director 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 

Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 

Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 

Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 

Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          

                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 

youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 

                                                 music@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 

                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: Private Mass until further notice 

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8am-4pm, Fri. 8am - noon 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 

Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 

arrangements. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  

Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 

takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 

made at least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Individual celebrations upon request. 

Please call the office when family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

 

ATTENTION FARMERS 

Parish Council Members 

Alyson Haugen 

Jennifer Fisk 

Brian Clements 

Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 

Kathy Nicklaus 

Bill Heinz 

Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 

Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 

Pat Stephens 

Daily Mass is now open to the public. Daily Mass is 

typically celebrated Monday – Friday at 8:30 am.  

Check the bulletin each week for the schedule.  

Please wear a mask and observe social distancing.  

Four chairs = six feet. Thank you.   

La Crosse Diocese farmers who are facing extreme 

stress and other challenges now have access to a free 

and confidential counseling resource: the Farm Center 

at the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and 

Consumer Protection Agency. This is a 24/7 Farmer 

Wellness Hotline; it can be reached at 1-888-901-

2558. Licensed mental health professionals contracted 

by the department will provide immediate, in-the-

moment care. In addition, long-term options are  

available. Persons who prefer an in-person session can 

request to meet with a local provider through the Farm 

Center’s (1-800-942-2474) longstanding Counseling 

Voucher Program.  

PUBLIC MASSES 

Many hands make light (lighter?) work! On July 28, six 

parishioners from the Simple Living Group spent a  

couple hours working on Our Common Home Prairie.  

While the prairie seeding from late 2018 is still  

developing mostly below ground, a number of invasive 

plants need taken care of above ground. We pulled 

hundreds of spotted knapweed plants in an attempt to 

slow its spread. More work is needed, but this was a 

great start. Thanks to all who helped! 

 

SEAS SIMPLE LIVING 

We look forward to seeing our parishioners at Sunday 

Mass. However, please remember that at this time, 

people who are at greater risk or who are anxious 

about returning to church are dispensed from the  

obligation to attend Sunday Mass. People who are  

vulnerable, who are over 65, have compromised  

immune systems or underlying health conditions, or who 

cannot tolerate wearing masks, are encouraged to stay 

home. Even with the best health practices and strict  

social distancing, anyone who attends public Mass will 

still be at risk of Covid-19.  



CALENDAR  

Sunday, August 9          19th Sunday in  

     Ordinary Time 

8:00 am Mass                 †      Emil and Matilda Hundt 

10:15am     Mass   People of SEAS 

 

 

Monday, August 10   St. Lawrence 

8:30 am      Mass                 †       Agnes Mikesh 

 

Tuesday, August 11   St. Claire   

8:30 am      Mass      †   Angeline Haug 

  

Wednesday, August 12   Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass                 †       Donald Fischer 

  

Thursday, August 13  Weekday 

8:30 am       Mass            †   Fr. Michael McGiveny 

 

Friday, August 14   St. Maximilian Kolbe 

8:30 am      Mass      †   Jerome Malin 

      

 

Saturday, August 15    The Assumption of  

   the Blessed Virgin Mary 

8:30 am  Mass               †       Lorraine Novy 

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                Vigil:  20th Sunday in  

      Ordinary Time 

5:00 PM Mass                †       Mel Loftus 

 

 

Sunday, August 16  20th Sunday in 

     Ordinary Time              

8:00 am Mass               †       Geri Nedvidek    

10:15am     Mass      People of SEAS 
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FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 

We are very grateful to all of you 

for continuing to support our food 

pantry guests. At this time, we are 

in need of the following items: 

crackers, cereal, canned fruit, 

canned meat, and laundry  

detergent. We also have room in 

our cooler for milk, eggs, butter, cheese, and lunch 

meat. As always, thank you so much for serving your 

sisters and brothers in Christ.  

Assumption of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

Sat., Aug. 15th 

 Mass  at 8:30 am 

(Not a Holy Day of Obligation for 2020) 

PLEASE JOIN US 

To register, contact the parish office.  

We would love for you to join our  

parish family. 

Thank You 

�for providing financial support in these difficult times when every  

 dollar matters 

 

�for making vital donations to our food pantry 

 

�for sending notes of appreciation and concern 

 

�for your patience and understanding as we worked to safely resume                      

our Mass schedule 
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Contact Jim Byrne to place an ad today! 
jbyrne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2596

Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast Sat and Sun 7am to noon 
Sunday Breakfast Buffet Includes Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 

Ham, American Fries, French Toast Sticks, Fresh Fruit, 
Danish, and Croissants.

Menu also available.        504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

608-781-0924
www.sitarasalon.com 

W6822 Hilltop Drive • Onalaska, WI 54650

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

Serving the area’s flooring needs since 1970
Find us on Hwy. 35 between Onalaska and Holmen

783-1088 or www.Floorcraftersonline.com

Roofing • Siding • Remodels • New Construction 
Jim Caulum • (608) 780-0949

Mark Hein DVM

608-526-2200

W7683 Old Hwy 93 
Holmen, WI 54636

24 Hr.  Emergency Service

947 Riders Club Rd | Onalaska, WI
(608) 783-3750

Visit us at: www.carpetstogo.com

 First Choice

Michael Richgels
Broker/Owner
(608) 781-7669 - office
(608) 780-4127 - cell

757 Sand Lake Rd • Onalaska, WI 54650

608-526-1635

 
Steven Books, fic  

steven.books@kofc.org 
 715-279-2562

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance 
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S 784-5678


