
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 16,2020 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

The parishioner told me it was one of the best 

Masses he had attended for some while. I 

thought perhaps he was talking about the first 

public Mass after the stay at home orders had 

been lifted. Or my vanity made me think he was 

going to give a compliment about the homily. 

But what made the Mass so memorable was not 

those things. It was the young family that sat 

ahead of him: mom, dad, and their two sons. 

The oldest child was about 6 years old, and his 

brother a couple years younger. Probably due 

to some sort of mishap, the two brothers were 

seated next to one another between their  

parents. The parishioner said things were just 

fine until sitting down for the first reading. The 

children whispered to one another, then  

began talking. Parents nipped that in the bud. 

Until the children began elbowing one another. 

Mom was well armed and produced the baggie of cheerios. And after they were gone she handed them some 

grapes. The parishioner told me when raising his children he and his wife never thought about grapes. Good idea! 

The brothers were quiet until one of them did a dive under the chair to find a lost grape. His brother followed him 

in making the search. Dad spoke to them and they were back in their seats. The parishioner said the children were 

again quiet until some point in the Eucharistic Prayer. One child or the other decided it was time to imitate farm  

animals—cow, pig, dog.   

 

The parishioner told me that maybe his attention wasn’t given to the holy. But then he realized the children were 

holy. And he along with them were worshipping as best they could. And he thought God probably felt just fine 

about their worship. 

 

What I remember most is the parishioner telling me that as a father when leaving the church he felt in his pockets 

for cheerios and cracker crumbs and felt sad not to find them. And hoping that the parents of those holy children 

know how blessed they are. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

Father John Parr    

 



FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

PRAYER REQUESTS 
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SEAS STEWARDSHIP 

In a marriage, you should be the biggest 

advocate for and supporter of your 

spouse. To learn to focus on the positive 

rather than the negative, first, THINK 

ABOUT YOUR WORDS. Find ways to 

compliment rather than criticize. Notice 

positive or helpful things your spouse does and say 

thank you. Second, WORK ON YOUR DELIVERY AND 

BODY LANGUAGE. It’s often as much about how you 

say something as you what you say. Whenever you 

have anything to say, choose kindness and respect.  

Finally, CHECK YOUR ACTIONS. Are there a few little 

things you could do to make your spouse’s life easier? 

A chore? A treat? A note? The more little things you 

seek out, the more you’ll find. If one person starts  

creating a more helpful, loving atmosphere, it can often 

turn a negative situation or atmosphere around. Actions 

speak louder than words. Your marriage is worth the 

effort! 

Lorraine Atkinson 

Sara (Wozney) Balaker 

Judy Bockenhauer 

Rebecca Chatfield 

Paul Collins 

William Alan Davis 

Ethan William Doe 

The Donaldson Family 

Wesley Frana 

Sherry Hanson 

June Kukovec 

Angela LaFleur 

Bob Langer 

Deanna Mason 

Ken Proctor 

Bailey Rohrer 

Mary Roerkohl 

Barry Schaller 

Sascha Stephens 

Phyllis Thaldorf 

Colleen Tisil 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

We are Jesus’ disciples. We are the beloved sons and 

daughters of a loving, generous, merciful God. We are 

sisters and brothers to one another, bound together by 

our mutual Creator. As Christian stewards, it is our  

duty, our obligation, our honor and privilege to look 

out for one another and to assist one another. Though 

our masks may cover our mouths, we can still smile with 

our eyes. Though our arms may not hug one another, 

we can still make offers of aid to those around us.  

Though we must stay “socially distanced,” we can still 

reach out to one another, be there for one another, and 

support each other. We are a people of hope and 

love. May our lives reflect that this week and always.  

St. Anthony Spirituality Center in Marathon, WI is  

hosting a retreat:  A Time to Heal.  This retreat will take 

place October 16

th

 – 18

th

 at a cost of $200.  This  

retreat focuses on the grieving process and the search 

for healing after an experience of a death by suicide. 

Participants in this retreat will have opportunities to 

engage in quiet reflection as well as to make  

connections with others who have lost a loved one to 

suicide. .  For more information or to register, visit 

sarcenter.com or call 715-443-2236. 

RETREAT OPPORTUNITY 

FOOD PANTRY FACTS 

Did you know… 

�� Our food pantry is open every Tuesday and Friday 

from 9 am – 11 am. 

�� We serve our guests right here at the church all 

year round, thanks to our volunteers who show up 

each and every Tuesday and Friday to assist us. 

�� Due to space limitations, the donated food is stored 

off-site and is packaged by volunteers twice week-

ly and then transported here in totes. 

�� The food is supplied by parishioners, along with 

local businesses and community members. 

�� We serve anywhere from 10 – 25 families each 

morning that we are open. 

�� We are eternally grateful to our volunteers and to 

all of you who supply us with all that we have to 

share with our guests.  

�� Our food pantry is open to all and our guests in-

clude both young families and senior citizens…and 

they are always very thankful for your generosity. 

Need Support? 

Please reach out to our council if you need 

any support. Financial assistance, yard 

work, someone to run and get your  

groceries. Whatever your need is, we are 

here to support you! 

Email: KC9385@seasholmen.org.  

  

Join our council!   

Get more involved in the parish, use your gifts, serve 

and support the community - check out our website and 

calendar of events https://www.seasholmen.org/ 

knights-of-columbus.html 

Please remember, the sick, hospitalized, military members, 

homebound and anyone needing of our prayers.  

May they experience the healing power of God. 



FAITH FORMATION 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 3 August 16, 2020 

PARISH INCOME (FISCAL YEAR  7/1/20-6/30/21) 

BAPTISM CLASS 

At this time, Baptism preparation is being  

completed individually. If you are pregnant, 

please call now to schedule an appointment to 

get started. Preparing for Baptism is an  

opportunity for you to enrich, deepen, and 

strengthen your Catholic faith – the faith you are  

asking to have your child brought into at the  

celebration of their baptism. 

If you have already completed baptism class and your 

child has been born, call now to schedule your child’s 

baptism.  All baptisms are currently taking place  

outside of Mass, generally after the 10:15 am Mass on 

Sundays. Each baptism is held privately, and we are 

observing all safety protocol.   

As part of the Elizabeth Ministry program at 

SEAS, the Rosebud Program is a visual reminder 

of the power of prayer. At the front of the 

church in the sanctuary under our Blessed Mary, 

you will see a vase of roses, each representing 

a sacred life with each color representing a different 

prayer request. A pink rosebud honors pregnancy and 

the unborn baby. A red rosebud celebrates birth or 

adoption. A white rosebud remembers a child lost 

through miscarriage, abortion, stillbirth, or infant or 

child death (whether recent or in the past). A yellow 

rosebud represents those waiting to conceive or adopt.  

A blue rosebud represents those families experiencing 

troubling times, and a purple rosebud represents 

grandparents’ concerns.   

We invite all parishioners when the occasion arises, to 

simply approach the altar, pick out the appropriate 

rosebud, and place it in the vase. A journal is available 

to fill out with your name or with an anonymous  

notation whatever details you would like the parish to 

hold in prayer. Prayer cards for the various situations 

are located next to the roses and can be taken home 

and kept for personal meditation. The roses will serve 

as reminders to all members of the parish to hold your 

intentions in prayer.  If you can’t make it into church at 

this time but would like a rose placed for you, please 

contact Carol Reider at 608-526-4424 or email:  

carol@seasholmen.org.  

ROSEBUD MINISTRY 

Bulletin early to press. Financial information not  

         available at time of publication.  

To give online go to: 

seasholmen.org and click on  the GivePlus icon. 

Sign up forms can also be found in the gathering 

place. Thank you for your stewardship. 

Go Forward in Love pt 5 of “How the world should 

change after COVID-19”. by Maddy Bass 

A good friend once told me “Now is the time that saints 

are being made.” If we truly believe that we are all 

created for and capable of living in sainthood, we will 

be more inclined and excited to change the world, both 

with and without a global pandemic. 

It is these simple truths that Christ is asking us to carry 

with us as we move forward: 

Human contact is precious. Nothing can compare to 

being in the physical presence of one another. When 

social distancing becomes a past thought, remember to 

appreciate the gift of simply sitting with someone. 

We have a responsibility to care for our health and 

the health of one another. Some aspects of our health 

are uncontrollable, and health complications have  

existed long before the COVID-19 pandemic. These 

matters should always be taken seriously. 

The natural world needs attention, too. Our love for 

creation is not limited to God’s people. As members of 

the Church, we ought to recognize our role in fostering 

the gift of nature. Pope Francis reminds us, “you are 

called to care for creation not only as responsible  

citizens, but also as followers of Christ.” 

Cling to the sacraments. These treasures of the  

Catholic life sanctify us and build up the Body of Christ. 

Our hunger for the graces of the sacraments should be 

motivation for us to receive them willingly and often 

when we are allowed to do so. 

All life is a gift and should be treated as such. Even 

the most vulnerable. By living in accordance with the 

truth that every human life is sacred, we can better 

serve, love, and pray for one another. 

https://lifeteen.com/blog/world-change-covid-19/ 

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 

If you did not receive the email 

with the link to register your  

children for the faith formation 

classes visit: 

seasholmen.org/youth. 

 

If you have any questions please 

contact Mary Luebke or Pat 

Brueggen in the faith formation  

office at 608-526-4424. 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 

Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 

Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 

Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 

Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          

                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 

youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 

                                                 music@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 

                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: Private Mass until further notice 

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8am-4pm, Fri. 8am - noon 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 

Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 

arrangements. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  

Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 

takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 

made at least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Individual celebrations upon request. 

Please call the office when family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

 

ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX 

Parish Council Members 

Alyson Haugen 

Jennifer Fisk 

Brian Clements 

Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 

Kathy Nicklaus 

Bill Heinz 

Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 

Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 

Pat Stephens 

With the increase of Covid-19 in our area, we have 

been asked to require masks at Mass. This is in order 

to protect each other and to allow our parish to remain 

open.  We appreciate everyone’s cooperation in this. 

We also wish to protect Fr. Parr, who is most  

vulnerable when we receive communion. When  

receiving communion, keep your mask in place as you 

approach Father and then extend your hands, one 

hand on top of the other (palms up) in order to make a 

throne to “receive the King.”  With the host in hand, 

step to the side, lower your mask, and consume the 

host. Do not walk away or return to your seat with the 

host. After you have consumed the host, replace your 

mask. This will keep everyone, including Fr. Parr, 

protected. Thank you! 

HOW TO RECEIVE COMMUNION W/MASKS 

ANNUAL BAZAAR 

Due to Covid19 we have made the decision to cancel 

this year’s annual Bazaar. Continue to pray that next 

year we will all be back to normal. 

On Thursday, August 20

th

, we  

celebrate the Memorial of  

St. Bernard. Bernard was born in 

Burgundy, France in the year 1090. 

Entering college at an early age, he 

studied theology and Holy  

Scripture. After the death of his 

mother, he resolved to become a 

monk. In 1113, at the age of twenty

-three, he entered a Cistercian monastery. A powerful 

preacher, Bernard was later appointed Abbot at 

Clairvaux. In his later years he turned to his writing. He 

also had a talent for music, and many of his hymns  

survive today. Bernard died in his monastery at  

Clairvaux in 1153, at the age of 63. He was  

canonized a saint by Pope Alexander III in 1174 and 

named a doctor of the church by Pope Pius VII in 1830. 

By his life, St. Bernard showed how deeply he cared 

about God and God's people. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 

To hold Mass during these most unusual times, we rely 

on Hospitality Ministers, Lectors, and Cleaners. We 

are in need of ministers in all three areas. If you are 

between the ages of 18 and 65 and are interested in 

being on our list of possible ministers, please call or 

email Carol at 526-4424 or carol@seasholmen.org.  



THE HOLY FAMILY PRAYER 

CALENDAR  

Sunday, August 16           20th Sunday in  

     Ordinary Time 

8:00 am Mass                 †      Geri Nedvidek 

10:15am     Mass   People of SEAS 

 

 

Monday, August 17   Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass                †        Marian McKenzie 

 

Tuesday, August 18   Weekday   

8:30 am      Mass     †   Bud & Shirley Jones 

 

Wednesday, August 19   Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass                         Special Intention for  

  Jim and Sue Bialecki’s 45th Wedding Anniversary 

 

Thursday, August 20   St. Bernard, Abbot  

          and Doctor or the Church 

8:30 am       Mass             Priest Intention 

 

Friday, August 21   St. Pius X, Pope 

8:30 am      Mass     †   Mary Stupi 

      

 

Saturday, August 22    The Queenship of the 

       Blessed Virgin Mary 

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                Vigil:  21st Sunday in  

      Ordinary Time 

5:00 PM Mass                †       Susan Schafer 

 

 

Sunday, August 23  21st Sunday in 

     Ordinary Time              

8:00 am Mass                        People of SEAS 

10:15am     Mass     †  Don Houlihan 
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MASS INFO 

We look forward to seeing 

our parishioners at Sunday 

Mass. However, please  

remember that at this time, 

people who are at greater 

risk or who are anxious about returning to church are 

dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday 

Mass. People who are vulnerable, who are over 65, 

have compromised immune systems or underlying 

health conditions, or who cannot tolerate wearing 

masks, are encouraged to stay home. Even with the 

best health practices and strict social distancing,  

anyone who attends public Mass will still be at risk of 

Covid-19.  

Masks are required at Masses and in the parish office 

for persons age 5 and older.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JESUS, Son of God and Son of Mary, bless our family.  

Graciously inspire in us the unity, peace, and mutual 

love that you found in your own family in the little town 

of Nazareth. 

 

MARY, Mother of Jesus and Our Mother, nourish our 

family with your faith and your love. 

Keep us close to your Son, Jesus, in all our sorrows and 

joys. 

 

JOSEPH, Foster-father to Jesus, guardian and spouse 

of Mary, keep our family safe from harm.  

Help us in all times of discouragement or anxiety. 

 

HOLY FAMILY OF NAZARETH, make our family one 

with you.  

Help us to be instruments of peace.  

Grant that love, strengthened by grace, 

may prove mightier than all the weaknesses and trials  

through which our families sometimes pass.  

May we always have God  

at the center of our hearts and homes 

until we are all one family,  

happy and at peace in our true home with you.  

Amen. 

REST IN PEACE 

DeEtte Gillmeister, age 98, 

died Friday, July 31, 2020. 

Her funeral was celebrated at 

SEAS on Thursday, August 6. 

She is survived by her children 

Greg and Peggy, their spouses, grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren. Please keep DeEtte and her  

family in your prayers. May she rest in peace. 

 

Daily Mass is open to the public. Daily Mass is  

typically celebrated Mon. – Fri.at 8:30 am. Please 

wear a mask and observe social distancing.  

Reservations are not needed for daily Mass but please 

remember to call the parish office Mon. - Thurs. to  

reserve for the weekend Masses. Thank you. 

    FYI for Social Distancing - Four chairs = six feet.  
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Contact Jim Byrne to place an ad today! 
jbyrne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2596

Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast Sat and Sun 7am to noon 
Sunday Breakfast Buffet Includes Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 

Ham, American Fries, French Toast Sticks, Fresh Fruit, 
Danish, and Croissants.

Menu also available.        504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

608-781-0924
www.sitarasalon.com 

W6822 Hilltop Drive • Onalaska, WI 54650

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

Serving the area’s flooring needs since 1970
Find us on Hwy. 35 between Onalaska and Holmen

783-1088 or www.Floorcraftersonline.com

Roofing • Siding • Remodels • New Construction 
Jim Caulum • (608) 780-0949

Mark Hein DVM

608-526-2200

W7683 Old Hwy 93 
Holmen, WI 54636

24 Hr.  Emergency Service

947 Riders Club Rd | Onalaska, WI
(608) 783-3750

Visit us at: www.carpetstogo.com

 First Choice

Michael Richgels
Broker/Owner
(608) 781-7669 - office
(608) 780-4127 - cell

757 Sand Lake Rd • Onalaska, WI 54650

608-526-1635

 
Steven Books, fic  

steven.books@kofc.org 
 715-279-2562

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance 
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S 784-5678


