
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 23, 2020 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

Five years ago Pope Francis wrote his encyclical Laudato Si: On the Care of Our Common Home. I read the letter 

shortly after it was promulgated (some 40,000 words) but then set it aside. I am very grateful to a small group of 

parishioners called the Simple Living Group that has kept the Pope’s letter about care for creation before our eyes.  

I appreciate and admire them for their various efforts: the prairie home project, bike to Mass invitation, the  

vegetable garden, less use at parish gatherings of disposable cups, etc. Their efforts and example have been a 

painful reminder to me that the Pope’s words did not touch 

or change my life in a real way.   

 

Until the pandemic. Corvid 19 has demanded my attention 

and required in no uncertain terms that I recognize that for 

much of my life I live in a world that God did not create. 

The pandemic demands changes in my life that I must make 

for the good of others. The crisis has been a stark reminder 

that unity is not something we are called to create but to 

recognize. We belong to one another. God created us that 

way, and Christ died to keep us that way. We are  

responsible for one another and for the world around us. 

The deepest truth is that we do not belong to an economy 

but to a family, the human family. The pandemic has taught 

us all that the Lord does not first ask whether we are  

standing on the right side of issues but whether we stand 

together. We cannot forget the heartbreak of farmers who 

had to slaughter pigs and cattle, dump millions of gallons of 

milk, even as lines grew at food banks and grocery shelves 

became empty.  

 

Our parish is part of the universal church, the Body of Christ. 

In his encyclical Pope Francis teaches us that even now we 

are journeying on earth, our common home, “toward the 

Sabbath of eternity, the new Jerusalem, toward our common 

home in heaven.”  And as a wise person once suggested, in 

heaven there is a place at the table for all who will be  

willing to sit down with all. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

Father John Parr 

Find a link for the Encyclical Letter on our website: www.seasholmen.org 



FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

Thank you to all who participated and  

donated for our virtual KC Charity 

Run!  Your support will help our council  

support the parish and community.   

 

Our next virtual officer's meeting is August 24th at 

7pm. We'll meet virtually on Zoom. Contact Emil Meindl 

at KC9385@seasholmen.org if you are interested in 

joining and he'll send you the meeting link.   

PRAYER REQUESTS 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 2 August 23, 2020 

STEWARDSHIP 

“The experience of love in families is a  

perennial source of strength for the life of the 

Church. Through their union in love, the  

married couple experiences the beauty of  

fatherhood and motherhood, and shares plans, trials, 

expectations, and concerns; they learn care for one 

another and mutual forgiveness. In this love, they  

celebrate their happy moments and support each other 

in the difficult passages of their life together. The 

beauty of this gift, the joy which comes from a life that 

is born, and the loving care of all family members – 

from toddlers to seniors – are just a few of the fruits 

which make the response to the vocation of the family 

unique and irreplaceable both for the Church and for 

society as a whole.”  ~Pope Francis: The Joy of Love 

Lorraine Atkinson 

Sara (Wozney) Balaker 

Judy Bockenhauer 

Rebecca Chatfield 

Paul Collins 

William Alan Davis 

Ethan William Doe 

The Donaldson Family 

Wesley Frana 

Sherry Hanson 

June Kukovec 

Angela LaFleur 

Bob Langer 

Deanna Mason 

Ken Proctor 

Bailey Rohrer 

Mary Roerkohl 

Barry Schaller 

Sascha Stephens 

Phyllis Thaldorf 

Colleen Tisil 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

Our readings today reveal beautiful truths about our 

God, and they challenge us to look at the truth about 

ourselves as well. 

 

Jesus is getting personal with us today. He poses a 

question to each one of us who call ourselves His  

stewards and modern-day disciples:  “Who do you say 

that I am?” Surely, we would not hesitate to answer just 

as Peter did, that Jesus is the Christ, Son of the living 

God.  

 

But do our lives truly reflect this answer? If we really 

believe that Christ is the Son of God, sent to save us 

from our sins and lead us to heaven, then we must say 

so — not just with words, but with our actions. Do my 

ambitions and priorities in life say that Christ is my  

Savior and I am His disciple? Do my budget, my family 

life, my entertainment say so?   

 

The gifts and blessings that God has given us — our 

time, our talents, our material possessions — are meant 

to be used in a manner that says "Christ is my Savior 

and I am His disciple." The most eloquent praise we can 

offer Him is a life lived in grateful response to His  

unfathomable love. This is the beauty and power of a 

stewardship way of life. 

 

— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants 

HOSPITALITY MINISTERS 

We need to increase the number 

of Hospitality Ministers we have 

so that we do not burn out those 

very good people who have 

stepped forward so far to serve 

us in this very essential ministry.  

We rely on three Hospitality Ministers at each  

weekend Mass to greet people, seat them, and usher 

them to Communion.  Please, if you are between the 

ages of 18 and 65 and are willing to be on our list of 

hospitality ministers, please call or email Carol at  

526-4424 or carol@seasholmen.org. We really do 

need your help. Thank you!!  

Please remember, the sick, hospitalized, military 

members, homebound and anyone needing of our prayers. May 

they experience the healing power of God.  

WHEN REQUESTING THAT AN INDIVIDUAL BE ADDED TO OUR PRAYER 

LIST,  YOU MUST HAVE THE CONSENT OF THE  

INDIVIUDAL OR THEIR FAMILY FOR THEIR NAME TO BE PUBLICIZED.      

5TH SUNDAY COLLECTION 

St Elizabeth's is most grateful for the generosity of our     

parishioners in their gifts of their treasure during the 

second collection at Mass every month that there is a 

5th Sunday. It is this revenue which permits us to assist 

those in need who come to us for assistance with their 

critical financial needs such as clothing and other issues. 

We thank you for your generous response. The next 

collection will be held next weekend August 29/30. 



IMPORTANT INFO FOR FAITH FORMATION 
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PARISH INCOME (FISCAL YEAR  7/1/20-6/30/21) 

ST. MONICA 

BAPTISMS AT SEAS 

On Thursday, August 27

th

, we  

celebrate the Memorial of St. Monica. 

St. Monica was the mother of  

St. Augustine of Hippo, one of the 

greatest theologians of the church. 

Monica was born in North Africa about 

331 of Berber parents. She was a 

Christian, and made it her life’s work to 

bring her husband and children into the Christian faith.  

She prayed constantly for their conversion, shedding 

many tears over their sins, but never gave up. Great 

fruit came from that prayer and from that great faith 

as eventually her family did embrace the faith.  

St. Monica is the patron saint of many causes including 

married women, abuse victims, alcoholics, disappointing 

children, and widows. 

At this time, Baptism preparation is 

being completed individually. If you 

are pregnant, please call now to 

schedule an appointment to get 

started. Preparing for Baptism is an  

opportunity for you to enrich,  

deepen, and strengthen your  

Catholic faith – the faith you are  

asking to have your child brought 

into at the celebration of their baptism. 

If you have already completed baptism class and your 

child has been born, call now to schedule your child’s 

baptism.  All baptisms are currently taking place  

outside of Mass, generally after the 10:15 am Mass on 

Sundays. Each baptism is held privately, and we are 

observing all safety protocol.   

Daily Mass is open to the public. Daily Mass is  

typically celebrated Mon. – Fri. at 8:30 am. Please 

wear a mask and observe social distancing.  

Reservations are not needed for daily Mass but please 

remember to call the parish office Mon. - Thurs. to  

reserve for the weekend Masses. Thank you. 

    FYI for Social Distancing - Four chairs = six feet.  

MASS INFO 

       Last Week’s Collections      Weekly Budget   Difference Annual Budget       

Envelopes/Plate……………………….$ 6,357        $11,638   -$5,281 $605,176 

 

Fiscal Year-to-Date……………………$58,056        $81,466                  -$23,410 

To keep some normalcy for our families, our Faith  

Formation Office has decided to keep with the AT HOME 

CATECHESIS FOR THE FIRST SEMISTER. We will  

reevaluate our programming during the Christmas break 

and if we can safely return without fear of closing, we 

will begin in-person classes at that time.  

 

We are also aware many parents are feeling  

inadequate/anxious in instructing their children. In  

assisting you to better prepare for the online Faith and 

Life series format, I would like to give you a brief back-

ground on this series. Because of the current situation we 

are in, this might be the first time you as parents will be 

heavily involved in the formation of your children’s faith. 

By virtue of your baptism and even more, by virtue of 

being called to be parents, God has already bestowed 

on you the necessary grace to fulfill your duties as the 

“Primary Educator.” It is said 365 times in the bible, “Do 

not be afraid” one time for each day of the year. So 

please don’t ever think you are inadequate to instruct 

your children. You don’t have to know ALL the answers, 

that’s what the text book is for. All that is needed is 30 

minutes, a positive attitude, and asking for a little help 

from the Holy Spirit in prayer. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to thank you for beginning this 

journey with us. Our office is here to assist you in any 

way. We WILL get through this together and I truly  

believe great blessings will abound to all who call upon 

God’s name. Amen!! 

 

Important Faith Formation dates:  

Wednesday, Sept 2

nd

, 5:30pm- Catechist in-service 

day for all new catechist, 6:30pm for all  

      returning catechist. 

Thursday Sept 3

rd

,

 

5:30-7:30pm-Students in grades 

1-8-Pick up all text and activity books, along with 

lesson plans and a chance to chat with your  

      catechist in front of church on the sidewalk. 

Late registration will be available also. 

Wednesday Sept 9

th

, 6:30pm-First in-person session 

for 2

nd

 grade students with Ms. Luebke. Please 

meet in the church. 

Wednesday Sept 9

th

, 6:30pm– Mr. Brueggen will be 

available at church for anyone still needing to 

pick up text books and lesson plans. 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 

Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 

Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 

Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 

Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          

                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 

youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 

                                                 music@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 

                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: Private Mass until further notice 

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8am-4pm, Fri. 8am - noon 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 

Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 

arrangements. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  

Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 

takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 

made at least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Individual celebrations upon request. 

Please call the office when family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

 

ONLINE WORKSHOP 

Parish Council Members 

Alyson Haugen 

Jennifer Fisk 

Brian Clements 

Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 

Kathy Nicklaus 

Bill Heinz 

Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 

Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 

Pat Stephens 

Overcoming Spiritual Discouragement Do you ever 

tell yourself: “I feel like I’ll never measure up,” or “My 

prayer life is not what it should be?” Everyone has 

faced such things and all of us need help in this area. 

Attend this virtual conference on Saturday, Aug. 29, 

presented by Fr. Timothy Gallagher. Learn to find free-

dom from one of the greatest obstacles in life – every-

day discouragement. Four presentations will be live-

streamed by ZOOM webinar from 10 AM - 3PM. To 

register online, go to diolc.org/witness. Cost is $15. 

FUNERALS AT SEAS 

At this time, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish is available 

for wakes, funerals, and burials. Per health guidelines 

for social distancing, we can accommodate approxi-

mately 80 people in the church.  Unfortunately, at this 

time, we are not able to offer any type of food ser-

vice, luncheon, or meal. If you have any questions, 

please call Fr. Parr at 526-4424. Thank you.  

Mass intentions are readily available in the 

2020/2021 calendar years. If you would like to have 

a Mass offered for a loved one, living or deceased, or  

for a special intention, please contact the parish office 

to schedule your Mass intentions. The stipend for an  

intention is $10. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

REGISTERING AT SEAS 

If you are interested in becoming a 

member at St. Elizabeth’s you can find 

the registration form on the website at 

seasholmen.org. Otherwise, stop in to 

the parish office for a copy and a  

welcome packet. We look forward to meeting you. 

 

In the sanctuary next to the tabernacle, you 

will notice that we have a set of vigil/

votive candles. These candles are available 

for our parishioners to light at any time. 

Lighting a candle is a way of extending 

one's prayer and showing solidarity with 

the person on whose behalf the prayer is 

offered. Candles may be lit for loved ones 

who have died, in gratitude, supplication, 

or for any other intention. There is a suggested  

donation of $ 3.00 to offset the cost of the candle that 

can be left in the basket next to the candles.   

Pray without ceasing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:17 



Sunday, August 23            21st Sunday in  

      Ordinary Time 

8:00 am Mass                         People of SEAS 

10:15am     Mass     †    Don Houlihan 

 

 

Monday, August 24   St. Bartholomew 

8:30 am      Mass                         Priest Intention 

 

Tuesday, August 25  Weekday   

8:30 am      Mass     †   Angeline Haug 

 

Wednesday, August 26   Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass                         Priest Intention 

 

Thursday, August 27  St. Monica 

8:30 am       Mass           †  Jerome Malin 

 

Friday, August 28   St. Augustine 

8:30 am      Mass     †  Bridget Kavanaugh-Gonchar 

      

 

Saturday, August 29    The Passion of  

      St. John the Baptist 

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                Vigil:  22nd Sunday in  

      Ordinary Time 

5:00 PM Mass                †       Alex, Theresa, Ron and  

       Rudy Wozney 

 

Sunday, August 30   22nd Sunday in 

      Ordinary Time              

8:00 am Mass               †        Marian McKenzie          

10:15am     Mass       People of SEAS 
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CALENDAR MISSION COOP 

Our food pantry is in need of cereal.  

Last summer we had a cereal drive  

which we could not repeat this year due 

to Covid-19. However, we would  

greatly appreciate donations of cereal 

at this time. They can be dropped off at 

the church M-Th from 8-4, Fridays from 

8-noon, or during any of the weekend Masses. As 

always, thank you so much for helping out our sisters 

and brothers in need.  

FOOD PANTRY 

Due to Covid-19, we are unable to have an in-person 

Annual Mission Appeal this year. However, we would 

still like to continue to support the world-wide Church.  

Our scheduled missionary this year was Father Francis, 

from the Vincentian Congregation in India and East  

Africa. Their mission work includes caring for the aged, 

the sick, and the orphans. If your means allow, we ask 

that you prayerfully consider a gift to the 2020 Annual 

Mission Appeal so we, together, may continue reaching 

out to those in need with love and compassion. Please 

place your donation in an envelope marked “Mission 

Appeal” and place it in the collection basket or mail it 

in to the office.   

 

Please make checks out to St. Elizabeth’s and note in 

the memo: Mission Coop. For more information see the 

bulletin insert and visit: www.vincentians.in. Thank you. 

O Mary, Health of the Sick, 

you always shine on our path 

as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you. 

You know what we need, 

and we are sure you will provide, 

so that, as in Cana of Galilee, 

we may return to joy and to feasting 

after this time of trial. 

 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who has taken upon himself our sufferings 

and carried our sorrows, 

leading us through the cross 

to the joy of the resurrection.  Amen. 

 

 ~Pope Francis, March 2020 (adapted) 

MARIAN PRAYER FOR OUR TIME 
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Contact Jim Byrne to place an ad today! 
jbyrne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2596

Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast Sat and Sun 7am to noon 
Sunday Breakfast Buffet Includes Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 

Ham, American Fries, French Toast Sticks, Fresh Fruit, 
Danish, and Croissants.

Menu also available.        504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

608-781-0924
www.sitarasalon.com 

W6822 Hilltop Drive • Onalaska, WI 54650

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

Serving the area’s flooring needs since 1970
Find us on Hwy. 35 between Onalaska and Holmen

783-1088 or www.Floorcraftersonline.com

Roofing • Siding • Remodels • New Construction 
Jim Caulum • (608) 780-0949

Mark Hein DVM

608-526-2200

W7683 Old Hwy 93 
Holmen, WI 54636

24 Hr.  Emergency Service

947 Riders Club Rd | Onalaska, WI
(608) 783-3750

Visit us at: www.carpetstogo.com

 First Choice

Michael Richgels
Broker/Owner
(608) 781-7669 - office
(608) 780-4127 - cell

757 Sand Lake Rd • Onalaska, WI 54650

608-526-1635

 
Steven Books, fic  

steven.books@kofc.org 
 715-279-2562

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance 
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S 784-5678


