
Twenty –Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 30, 2020 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

I never could understand it. As he grew older my father frequently felt a chill. In the house during the summer the 

window air conditioner either was not used or was on only for short times and certainly not set at coolest  

temperatures. In the car air conditioning was seldom used. During winter months the thermostat was set at a 

temperature, well, not fuel efficient. Back then I could not understand his need for blankets when the room seemed 

warmer than it need be. But now I have become my father’s son. I have discovered that there are drafts and chills 

in this world that never existed before. I am glad to have sweaters to wear in the winter and jackets for summer.  I 

have developed a new appreciation for sweatshirts. 

 

After I left home and would telephone my parents, my father seldom answered the phone. But when he did he 

would express how glad he was to hear from me and then quickly hand the phone to my mother. My mother had no 

problems talking on the phone. But for my father it was a chore. I have become my father’s son. I have a cell phone 

but tote it with me only when I am on call at one of the hospitals. If she is honest with you, Sandy, our wonderful 

parish secretary, will tell you she can’t remember the last time I answered the phone. That moment is an entry  

waiting to be made in Ripley’s believe it or not. I have become my father’s son. 

 

Every small town has its villagers who stand out for one reason or another. When I was growing up in La Farge, 

Peb was one of those people everyone knew. He was a veteran of WWII. Like countless others, he returned from 

the war a changed man not so much in body as in mind. One of his eccentricities was that he almost always had a 

lawn mower with him. He mowed lawns for income, but seldom was he seen without his mower. One day he brought 

his mower into the grocery store. The mower was running. My friends and I saw it happen. We responded the way 

12 year old boys do.  But our laughing and mocking and joking ended when my father came from Martha’s  

restaurant and went into the grocery store. To this day I have no idea how he knew what was happening. But a 

short time later he and Peb came outside, talking with one another as if nothing unusual had happened. And my 

father was pushing the lawn mower. He had shut it down but was pleased to be pushing the mower on Main Street 

with his friend. That day I wasn’t my father’s son, but that day I knew I wanted to be. 

 

And I still do. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

Father John Parr 



FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

Want to dive deeper into the Sunday  

readings and get to know other men from  

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Holmen? All 

men are welcome to join us as we read and 

discuss September 6th Sunday readings on Zoom.  

RSVP  to KC9385@seasholmen.org or 952-204-5146 

and we'll send you the zoom link information See you 

then! 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
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STEWARDSHIP 

“Married couples joined by love speak well of 

each other; they try to show their spouse’s 

good side, not their weakness and faults.  In 

any event, they keep silent rather than speak 

ill of them.  This is not merely a way of acting in front 

of others; it springs from an interior attitude.  For from 

ingenuously claiming not to see the problems and 

weaknesses of others, it sees those weaknesses and 

faults in a wider context.  It recognizes that these  

failings are a part of a bigger picture.  Love coexists 

with imperfection.  It “bears all things” and can hold its 

peace before the limitations of the loved one.”  

 Pope Francis:  The Joy of Love 

Lorraine Atkinson 

Sara (Wozney) Balaker 

Judy Bockenhauer 

Rebecca Chatfield 

Paul Collins 

William Alan Davis 

Ethan William Doe 

The Donaldson Family 

Wesley Frana 

Sherry Hanson 

June Kukovec 

Angela LaFleur 

Bob Langer 

Deanna Mason 

Ken Proctor 

Bailey Rohrer 

Mary Roerkohl 

Barry Schaller 

Sascha Stephens 

Phyllis Thaldorf 

Colleen Tisil 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

Living a stewardship way of life is not always easy.  

Sometimes it is inconvenient. Expensive. Time-consuming. 

And it is the work of a lifetime. However, it IS the only 

way of life that truly matters and that truly satisfies.  In 

today’s Gospel, Jesus tells His disciples, “Whoever 

wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 

life for my sake will find it.”  It is always our choice, but 

we must strive to choose love – love for God and for 

our sisters and brothers in Christ.  Jesus loves us  

completely, giving us all of Himself on the Cross, in His 

Word, and in the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist.  

Let us strive to love always in return.  

FOOD PANTRY 

Our food pantry is in need of  

cereal. Last summer we had a cereal 

drive which we could not repeat this 

year due to Covid-19. However, we 

would greatly appreciate donations 

of cereal at this time. They can be 

dropped off at the church M-Th from 

8-4, Fridays from 8-noon, or during 

any of the weekend Masses. As 

always, thank you so much for helping out our sisters 

and brothers in need.  

MARRIAGE PREP 

Are you recently engaged? Is there a wedding in your 

future? If so, prayerful congratulations on your  

engagement! What an exciting time for you as you 

prepare to spend the rest of your lives together! Your 

love for each other and your desire to publicly commit 

yourselves to each other in lifelong love and  

faithfulness is a great gift that you offer to each  

other…and a great gift you offer to the Church. If you 

would like information about marriage preparation 

here at St. Elizabeth’s, please contact Carol Reider at  

526-4424 or at carol@seasholmen.org. Even during 

these most unusual times, we are able to meet and  

prepare for your future marriage. And, again,  

congratulations and God bless you on your journey  

together! 

 WHEN REQUESTING THAT AN INDIVIDUAL BE ADDED TO OUR 

PRAYER LIST, YOU MUST HAVE THE CONSENT OF THE  

INDIVIUDAL OR THEIR FAMILY FOR THEIR NAME TO BE  

PUBLICIZED.  

    ALSO, PLEASE REMEMBER TO INFORM US WHEN SOMEONE SHOULD BE 

TAKEN OFF THE LIST 

MOVING 

Have you moved or are planning a move? Please let 

the parish office know of any changes to your address. 

Keeping the parish updated will prevent any delays in 

parish mailings. Thank you. 

 

**Due to Covid restrictions, our Homebound Ministry 

has decided to forgo the annual nut and candy sale this 

year. This fundraiser helps with card supplies and  

postage for our Homebound ministry to send cards to 

our homebound parishioners. If you wish to still  

contribute, please write Homebound in the memo on 

your check made out to SEAS. Thank you.** 



IMPORTANT INFO 
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       Last Week’s Collections          Weekly Budget      Difference           Annual Budget 

Envelopes/Plate……………………….$8,673           $11,638    -$2,965           $605,176  

 

Fiscal Year-to-Date……………………$66,609           $93,104    -$26,495 

PARISH INCOME (FISCAL YEAR  7/1/20-6/30/21) 

TODAY’S READINGS 
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SUNDAY’S READINGS  

First Reading: 

Whenever I speak, I must cry out, 

violence and outrage is my message; 

the word of the LORD has brought me 

derision and reproach all the day. (Jer 20:8) 

Psalm: 

My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. (Ps 63) 

Second Reading: 

I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of 

God, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship. 

(Rom 12:1) 

Gospel: 

Jesus said to his disciples, 

“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, 

take up his cross, and follow me.” (Mt 16:24) 

 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 

CCD. 

The English translation of Psalm Responses from  

Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,  

International Commission on English in the Liturgy  

Corporation. All rights reserved. ©LPi 

At this time, Baptism  

preparation is being  

completed individually. If 

you are pregnant, please 

call now to schedule an  

appointment to get  

started. Preparing for 

Baptism is an opportunity 

for you to enrich, deepen, and strengthen your Catholic 

faith – the faith you are asking to have your child 

brought into at the celebration of their baptism. 

If you have already completed baptism class and your 

child has been born, call now to schedule your child’s 

baptism. All baptisms are currently taking place  

outside of Mass, generally after the 10:15 am Mass on 

Sundays. Each baptism is held privately, and we are 

observing all safety protocol.   

BAPTISMS AT SEAS 

To keep some consistency  for our families, our Faith  

Formation Office has decided to keep with the AT 

HOME CATECHESIS FOR THE FIRST SEMISTER. We will  

reevaluate our programming during the Christmas break 

and if we can safely return without fear of closing, we 

will begin in-person classes at that time.  

 

We are also aware many parents are feeling  

inadequate/anxious in instructing their children. In  

assisting you to better prepare for the online Faith and 

Life series format, I would like to give you a brief back-

ground on this series. Because of the current situation we 

are in, this might be the first time you as parents will be 

heavily involved in the formation of your children’s faith. 

By virtue of your baptism and even more, by virtue of 

being called to be parents, God has already bestowed 

on you the necessary grace to fulfill your duties as the 

“Primary Educator.” It is said 365 times in the bible, “Do 

not be afraid” one time for each day of the year. So 

please don’t ever think you are inadequate to instruct 

your children. You don’t have to know ALL the answers, 

that’s what the text book is for. All that is needed is 30 

minutes, a positive attitude, and asking for a little help 

from the Holy Spirit in prayer. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to thank you for beginning this 

journey with us. Our office is here to assist you in any 

way. We WILL get through this together and I truly  

believe great blessings will abound to all who call upon 

God’s name. Amen!! 

 

Important Faith Formation dates:  

Wednesday, Sept 2

nd

, 5:30pm- Catechist in-service 

day for all new catechists, 6:30pm for all  

      returning catechists. 

Thursday Sept 3

rd

,

 

5:30-7:30pm-Students in grades 

1-8-Pick up all text and activity books, along 

with lesson plans and a chance to chat with your  

      catechist in front of church on the sidewalk. 

Late registration will be available also. 

Wednesday Sept 9

th

, 6:30pm-First in-person session 

for 2

nd

 grade students with Ms. Luebke. Please 

meet in the church. 

Wednesday Sept 9

th

, 6:30pm– Mr. Brueggen will be 

available at church for anyone still needing to 

pick up text books and lesson plans. 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 

Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 

Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 

Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 

Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          

                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 

youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 

                                                 music@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 

                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: Private Mass until further notice 

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8am-4pm, Fri. 8am - noon 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 

Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 

arrangements. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  

Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 

takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 

made at least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Individual celebrations upon request. 

Please call the office when family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

 

ST. GREGORY THE GREAT 

Parish Council Members 

Alyson Haugen 

Jennifer Fisk 

Brian Clements 

Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 

Kathy Nicklaus 

Bill Heinz 

Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 

Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 

Pat Stephens 

On Thursday, September 3

rd

, we  

celebrate the Memorial of St. Gregory 

the Great, Pope and Doctor of the 

Church. Gregory (c. 540-604) studied 

law and by age 30 was mayor of 

Rome. He later entered a Benedictine 

monastery, hoping to live a simple life 

and distributing his wealth to the poor 

and to monasteries. His life changed quickly though in 

596, when Gregory, who was at that time abbot of his 

monastery, was elected Pope. Pope Gregory I  

combined pastoral leadership and prayer with  

personal holiness and social service. His profound  

concern for the poor shaped the direction of ministry 

for centuries. 

 

“The proof of love is in the works.  Where love exists, it 

works great things.  But when it ceases to act, it ceases 

to exist.”  Pope Gregory I 

RCIA 

The Church welcomes all adults interested in the Roman 

Catholic faith. This process of RCIA (Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults) prepares adults for initiation into 

the Church through the reception of 

Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation. 

 

Obviously, only you can answer this question, but when 

is there ever time to add another commitment or  

meeting to our incredibly busy lives? The question 

asked is, “Are you seeking a deeper relationship with 

Jesus Christ and His Church?” If you answered, “yes”, 

then why not consider embarking on the journey today. 

Sessions will begin in October. More details to follow 

in upcoming bulletins.  

 

If you, or someone you know, is interested in knowing 

more about a Catholic Christian way of life with the 

possibility of becoming a member of the Church, 

please contact Fr. John Parr, or Patrick Brueggen at 

the parish office 608-526-4424. Email: 

youth@seasholmen.org 



WEEKEND MASSES 

CALENDAR  

Sunday, August 30          The Nativity of  

     St. John the Baptist 

8:00 am Mass                 †     Marian McKenzie 

10:15am     Mass  People of SEAS  

 

 

Monday, August 31  Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass                †      Don Houlihan   

 

Tuesday, September 1  Weekday   

8:30 am      Mass     †  Emily Campbell 

 

Wednesday, September 2  Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass                † Angeline Haug 

5:30 pm New Catechist Meeting 

6:30pm All Catechist Meeting        

 

Thursday, September 3  St. Gregory the Great,  

               Pope and Doctor of the Church 

8:30 am       Mass           †  Gus Sires 

5:30-7:30pm Faith Formation Textbooks Available   

 

Friday, September 4  Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass   Priest Intention 

      

 

Saturday, September 5    Weekday 

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                Vigil:  23rd Sunday in  

      Ordinary Time 

5:00 PM Mass                †       Lynn Schultz, Lyle and  

       Teresa Nelson 

 

 

Sunday, September 6 23rd Sunday in 

     Ordinary Time              

8:00 am Mass                        People of SEAS 

10:15am     Mass     †  Theresa Davis 
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WELCOME 

Are you back into a wonderful routine of attending 

Mass each Sunday?  Would you like to have 

“permanent” reservations for one of our weekend 

Masses?  If so, please mention it when you phone in 

your reservation for this weekend. We will give this a 

try and see if it works. Of course, if we get too many  

people and our Masses begin to fill up completely, we 

will have to alter our approach. For now, though, there 

is plenty of room. We just ask those of you with 

“permanent” reservations to let us know when you are 

going to be out of town on any particular weekend.  

Thank you!  

We welcome any new 

parishioners and 

guests. We are glad 

you have joined us at 

the Table. If you have 

been attending  

frequently and wish to 

become registered 

members here at 

SEAS, please stop in 

the parish office for a registration form and welcome 

packet. We look forward to meeting you. The  

registration form can also be found on our website at 

seasholmen.org. 

MISSION COOP 

Due to Covid-19, we are unable to have an in-person 

Annual Mission Appeal this year. However, we would 

still like to continue to support the world-wide Church.  

Our scheduled missionary this year was Father Francis, 

from the Vincentian Congregation in India and East  

Africa. Their mission work includes caring for the aged, 

the sick, and the orphans. If your means allow, we ask 

that you prayerfully consider a gift to the 2020 Annual 

Mission Appeal so we, together, may continue reaching 

out to those in need with love and compassion. Please 

place your donation in an envelope marked “Mission 

Appeal” and place it in the collection basket or mail it 

in to the office.   

 

Please make checks out to St. Elizabeth’s and note in 

the memo: Mission Coop. For more information visit: 

www.vincentians.in. Thank you. 
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Contact Jim Byrne to place an ad today! 
jbyrne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2596

Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast Sat and Sun 7am to noon 
Sunday Breakfast Buffet Includes Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 

Ham, American Fries, French Toast Sticks, Fresh Fruit, 
Danish, and Croissants.

Menu also available.        504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

608-781-0924
www.sitarasalon.com 

W6822 Hilltop Drive • Onalaska, WI 54650

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

Serving the area’s flooring needs since 1970
Find us on Hwy. 35 between Onalaska and Holmen

783-1088 or www.Floorcraftersonline.com

Roofing • Siding • Remodels • New Construction 
Jim Caulum • (608) 780-0949

Mark Hein DVM

608-526-2200

W7683 Old Hwy 93 
Holmen, WI 54636

24 Hr.  Emergency Service

947 Riders Club Rd | Onalaska, WI
(608) 783-3750

Visit us at: www.carpetstogo.com

 First Choice

Michael Richgels
Broker/Owner
(608) 781-7669 - office
(608) 780-4127 - cell

757 Sand Lake Rd • Onalaska, WI 54650

608-526-1635

 
Steven Books, fic  

steven.books@kofc.org 
 715-279-2562

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance 
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S 784-5678


