
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 6,2020 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

Labor Day this year is actually about labor. It is not about the last picnic of the summer. It is not the final chance for 

family travel before the start of school. It is not even about a day free from work. This year Labor Day is actually 

about labor and the dignity of work. 

 

It is about the countless health care workers whose training, expertise, dedication and courage we have taken for 

granted but will not do so any more. It is about school teachers, administrators and staff who have so inspired us in 

recent days with the same diligence, concern and generosity they have shown us always but we failed to notice. It 

is about the truckers, sanitation workers, grocery workers, barbers, food banks, maintenance and custodians, mail 

workers, public transportation, neighbors who honor commitments in ways recognized and not, all those who have 

quietly but surely kept us safe and protected our health. Essential laborers all. 

 

But I also cannot forget the person who told me she was lighting a votive candle for the lonely person in the nearest 

care facility. I remember the elderly parishioner who visits Our Lord in the tabernacle and painfully genuflects upon 

his arrival and at his departure. I think of the parishioner who is not able to sit at Mass where she is accustomed to 

sitting, but says she prays for the family who formerly sat where she sits now. I cannot forget their labors that also 

are essential. 

 

This Labor Day I wonder if our lives aren’t made safer not by new ideas but by quality work. I wonder if our 

world’s greater need is not for more new programs and proposals, but for a new change of heart. I pray for a 

new vaccine to end the 

new virus but also I 

pray for new  

conversations about the 

old virus of racism. This 

Labor Day I think about 

and thank God for all 

those people who work 

with  hands that are 

joined to their hearts. I 

hope they know how 

proud we are of them, 

and how proud they 

should feel about  

themselves. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

Father John Parr   



FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

Every month our council votes for a  

family and knight of the month. Here are 

our July recipients. Congratulations! 

Knight of the Month - Isaac Mezera ; For 

serving as our new Newsletter Editor for our 

council, and recently helping lead the KC Charity  

Virtual Run. 

 

Family of the Month - The Flower Landscaping Crew: 

Randy Stetzer, Eric Wink, Francis Brown, Betty Schultz, 

Judy McHugh, and Dennish Mihalovic and his grandson 

for mowing, edging, and keeping the church grounds 

beautiful. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
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STEWARDSHIP 

“Marriage is a precious sign, for when a man 

and a woman celebrate the sacrament of  

marriage, God is, as it were, ‘mirrored’ in 

them. He impresses in them his own features 

and the indelible character of his love. Marriage is the 

icon of God’s love for us. Indeed, God is also  

communion:  the three Persons of the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit live eternally in perfect unity. And 

this is precisely the mystery of marriage:  God makes 

of the two spouses one single existence. This has  

concrete daily consequences because the spouses, 

starting with the simple ordinary things of life, can 

make visible the love with which Christ loves his 

Church.”  Pope Francis:  The Joy of Love 

Lorraine Atkinson 

Sara (Wozney) Balaker 

Judy Bockenhauer 

Rebecca Chatfield 

Paul Collins 

William Alan Davis 

Ethan William Doe 

The Donaldson Family 

Wesley Frana 

Sherry Hanson 

June Kukovec 

Angela LaFleur 

Bob Langer 

Deanna Mason 

Ken Proctor 

Bailey Rohrer 

Mary Roerkohl 

Barry Schaller 

Sascha Stephens 

Phyllis Thaldorf 

Colleen Tisil 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

Today’s readings are all about relationships. Among 

the many lessons we have learned as a result of the 

global pandemic is the deep importance of the  

relationships and communities in our lives. Our families, 

our neighbors, our friends and our parish family need 

us and we need them — not just for survival, but to be 

our best selves, and to help each other on the path to 

heaven. St. Paul gives us simple instruction in our second 

reading from Romans to guide us in our dealings with 

others. He reminds us what Christ Himself taught: “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love is the over-

arching principle that guides us to be good stewards of 

our relationships.  Let us live in God’s love and show 

that love to all we encounter.   

On Tuesday, September 8

th

, we  

celebrate the Feast of the birth of 

Mary. We celebrate this feast on 

September 8, nine months after the 

feast of the Immaculate Conception. 

This feast is said to have its origins in 

the fifth century. According to  

tradition, Anne and Joachim (Mary’s 

parents) were infertile, but prayed 

for a child. God answered their prayer and they  

received the promise of a child that would advance 

God’s plan of salvation for the world. This child was 

Mary, who would be the Mother of the Savior of the 

world, Jesus Christ. We celebrate only three birthdays 

during the Church year: the birth of Jesus, the birth of 

Mary, and the birth of John the Baptist.  

Happy Birthday, Mother Mary. We love you. Please 

pray for us. 

THE NATIVITY OF MARY 

REMINDER 

At this point in time, we are still planning on hosting our 

annual Christmas Caring and Sharing event in  

December. However, due to Covid-19, it will look very 

different. We will provide more details later but we 

wanted to give you this update. Due to the restrictions 

we will be under, we will only be able to accept the 

following donations:  bedding (including comforters, 

blankets, and sheets), towels (kitchen and bath), 

clothes (all sizes of winter clothes from infants to adult 

plus size – including socks, underwear, and pajamas), 

toys (including craft kits, puzzles, games, building sets, 

and dolls), coats, and Christmas items. If you have 

other items, please consider donating them elsewhere.  

Also remember that these items are Christmas gifts 

and should be in new or like-new condition. As always, 

thank you so very much for helping us make Christmas 

special and memorable for our guests, our brothers 

and sisters in Christ.  



FAITH FORMATION  
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       Last Week’s Collections          Weekly Budget      Difference           Annual Budget 

Envelopes/Plate……………………….$ 8,429           $11,638    -$3,209           $605,176  

 

Fiscal Year-to-Date……………………$ 75,011           $104,742  -$29,731 

PARISH INCOME (FISCAL YEAR  7/1/20-6/30/21) 

BAPTISM CLASS 

At this time, Baptism preparation is 

being completed individually. If you 

are pregnant, please call now to 

schedule an appointment to get 

started. Preparing for Baptism is an  

opportunity for you to enrich,  

deepen, and strengthen your  

Catholic faith – the faith you are  

asking to have your child brought 

into at the celebration of their baptism. 

If you have already completed baptism class and your 

child has been born, call now to schedule your child’s 

baptism.  All baptisms are currently taking place  

outside of Mass, generally after the 10:15 am Mass on 

Sundays. Each baptism is held privately, and we are 

observing all safety protocol.   

FRANCISCAN SPIRITUALITY CENTER 

Daring Parents: Leading with Courage 

Based on the work of Brené Brown. 

Four-week series: October 7, 14, 21, 28 on Zoom 

Many of us were raised with leadership models that are 

not helpful as we try to be compassionate in a world 

that is more diverse and rapidly changing. Parenting 

may present the most difficult leadership challenge of 

all. The Daring Leadership model has potential to be 

helpful in many settings, especially in the home. Daring 

Leaders practice courage, are willing to face their  

vulnerability, develop resilience to shame, encourage 

empathy and build connections among their friends, 

neighbors and co-workers. Join Steve Spilde and other 

parents through videoconferencing as we gain valuable 

insights from the powerful work of author and  

researcher Brené Brown.  

Presenter: Steve Spilde 

Investment: $50 for entire four-week series 

Register at www.FSCenter.org or 608-791-5295. 

You will be sent a Zoom link after registering.  

Weekly Giving 

To give online go to: 

seasholmen.org and click on  the GivePlus icon 

Thank you for your stewardship of treasure.  

Living Forgiveness  

When Jesus teaches that we should forgive “seventy 

time seven” in the Gospel, do we at first think, “that is 

impossible?” Think about ways that you can show  

forgiveness besides just saying,  “I forgive you.” For 

example, if somebody on the playground won’t let you 

play with them, in addition to verbally forgiving them, 

the next time you are playing with others ask that first 

person to join you.  “Forgiveness is not an occasional 

act; it is a constant attitude.”-Martin Luther King Jr. 

Living Forgiveness. TakeOut. September 2020, pg 7print 

CONSECRATION TO ST. JOSEPH 

Bishop Callahan has declared that this year is  

dedicated to St. Joseph in the Diocese of La Crosse. If 

you have been on Amazon lately you will see that the 

book “Consecration to St. Joseph” is a #1 Best  

Seller. Over 200,000 copies of the book have been 

sold since it was published Jan. 1, 2020. People from 

Turkey, India, Canada, Japan, Poland, Mexico, the 

Philippines, and many other places are learning about 

St. Joseph. Now YOU have a chance to learn about  

St. Joseph here in the La Crosse area. Join us as we 

learn about Joseph and Jesus through the Consecration 

to St. Joseph by Fr. Donald Calloway.  

Meetings will take place once a week for 6 weeks 

starting the week of Sept. 20. Please note: you may 

wish to check with  each parish regarding safety  

protocol.  

Tuesdays (first day 9/22)  9:15 - 10:45 am St. James 

the Less, La Crosse  

6:30 -  8:00 pm   St. Patrick’s, Onalaska 

Thursdays (first day 9/24)   9:15 - 10:45 am   

St. Patrick’s, Onalaska 

The cost per participant will be $9.00 for the book.  

Already own a book? Join us for free. Everyone must 

register to help us prepare for the class. This can also 

be done as a self-study at home.   

To register contact one of the participating parish  

offices or contact Amy Capelli at 608-783-0847 or 

dcapelli@charter.net  Registration deadline is Monday 

Sept. 14, 2020 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 

Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 

Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 

Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 

Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          

                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 

youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 

                                                 music@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 

                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: Private Mass until further notice 

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8am-4pm, Fri. 8am - noon 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 

Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 

arrangements. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  

Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 

takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 

made at least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Individual celebrations upon request. 

Please call the office when family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS 

Parish Council Members 

Alyson Haugen 

Jennifer Fisk 

Brian Clements 

Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 

Kathy Nicklaus 

Bill Heinz 

Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 

Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 

Pat Stephens 

Readings for the week of September 6, 2020 

Sunday:   Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 13:8-10/

Mt 18:15-20  

Monday:  1 Cor 5:1-8/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 [9]/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 

[9]/Lk 6:6-11 

Tuesday:  Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c [Is 

61:10]/Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 

Wednesday:  1 Cor 7:25-31/Ps 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17 

[11]/Lk 6:20-26 

Thursday:  1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 23

-24 [24b]/Lk 6:27-38 

Friday: 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Ps 84:3, 4. 5-6, 12 [2]/Lk 

6:39-42 

Saturday:  1 Cor 10:14-22/Ps 116:12-13, 17-18 [17]/Lk 

6:43-49 

Next Sunday:  Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-

12 [8]/Rom 14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35 

MASS INTENTIONS 

If you wish to have a Mass  

Intention for a deceased loved 

one or for a special occasion, 

please contact the parish office. 

Our 2020 weekend Masses are almost all spoken for 

but there are weekday Masses still available. The  

offering/stipend for a Mass intention is $10.00.  

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 

Choosing Organ Donation 

 

Question: 

Are Catholics allowed to donate their organs? 

 

Answer: 

Yes, Catholics are allowed to donate their organs. In 

fact, the Catechism of the Catholic Church praises this 

practice when it notes that, “Organ donation after 

death is a noble and meritorious act and is to be  

encouraged as an expression of generous  

solidarity” (no. 2296). 

 

The Church has a series of guidelines for health care 

providers called The Ethical and Religious Directives for 

Catholic Health Services. This document helps us see 

organ donation as an act of charity, but it also reminds 

us that we have to be sure that donations of organs by 

living donors do not “sacrifice or seriously impair any 

essential bodily function and the anticipated benefit to 

the recipient is proportionate to the harm to the  

donor” (no. 30); trained medical professionals  



 PRAYER FOR LABOR DAY 

CALENDAR  

Sunday, September 6 23rd Sunday in  

     Ordinary Time 

8:00 am Mass                        People of SEAS 

10:15am     Mass      †   Theresa Davis 

 

 

Monday, September 7 Weekday 

Labor Day Parish / Office Closed 

8:30 am      Mass                 Priest Intention 

 

Tuesday, September 8  The Nativity of the  

     Blessed Virgin Mary 

Food Pantry Closed Today  

8:30 am      Mass     †   Angeline Haug 

4:30 pm Finance Council Meeting 

 

Wednesday, September 9  St. Peter Claver, Priest 

8:30 am      Mass                         Priest Intention 

6:30 pm First In-person session for 2nd Grade Students 

 

Thursday, September 10   Weekday 

8:30 am       Mass             Priest Intention 

 

Friday, September 11  Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass     Special Intention for Members of 

     the Knights of Columbus    

      

 

Saturday, September 12    Weekday 

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                Vigil:  24th Sunday in  

      Ordinary Time 

5:00 PM Mass                †       Sharon Martin 

 

 

Sunday, September 13 24th Sunday in 

     Ordinary Time              

8:00 am Mass              †        Emil and Matilda Hundt           

10:15am     Mass       People of SEAS 
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WEEKEND MASSES 

Creator God, 

Thank you for providing us 

with the gift to share our talents. 

 

Provide our community, 

our nation, our world 

the fortitude to provide work for all 

which is decent and fair. 

 

Make us faithful stewards 

of your creation 

to enhance the human dignity 

of our global family. 

 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit 

now and forever. Amen. 

Are you back into a wonderful  

routine of attending Mass each  

Sunday? Would you like to have 

“permanent” reservations for one of our 

weekend Masses?  If so, please mention 

it when you phone in your reservation 

for this weekend. We will give this a try 

and see if it works. Of course, if we get 

too many people and our Masses begin 

to fill up completely, we will have to alter our  

approach. For now, though, there is plenty of room. 

We just ask those of you with “permanent” reservations 

to let us know when you are going to be out of town on 

any particular weekend. Thank you!  

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 

Parish Office Closed  

Monday, September 7 

Have a Blessed Labor Day! 

FAITH FORMATION BEGINS THIS WEEK 

Just a reminder- 

Wednesday Sept 9

th

, 6:30pm-First in-person session 

for 2

nd

 grade students with Ms. Luebke. Please 

meet in the church. 

Wednesday Sept 9

th

, 6:30pm– Mr. Brueggen will be 

available at church for anyone still needing to 

pick up text books and lesson plans. 

Blessings for a healthy and successful 

school year! 
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Contact Jim Byrne to place an ad today! 
jbyrne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2596

Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast Sat and Sun 7am to noon 
Sunday Breakfast Buffet Includes Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 

Ham, American Fries, French Toast Sticks, Fresh Fruit, 
Danish, and Croissants.

Menu also available.        504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

608-781-0924
www.sitarasalon.com 

W6822 Hilltop Drive • Onalaska, WI 54650

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

Serving the area’s flooring needs since 1970
Find us on Hwy. 35 between Onalaska and Holmen

783-1088 or www.Floorcraftersonline.com

Roofing • Siding • Remodels • New Construction 
Jim Caulum • (608) 780-0949

Mark Hein DVM

608-526-2200

W7683 Old Hwy 93 
Holmen, WI 54636

24 Hr.  Emergency Service

947 Riders Club Rd | Onalaska, WI
(608) 783-3750

Visit us at: www.carpetstogo.com

 First Choice

Michael Richgels
Broker/Owner
(608) 781-7669 - office
(608) 780-4127 - cell

757 Sand Lake Rd • Onalaska, WI 54650

608-526-1635

 
Steven Books, fic  

steven.books@kofc.org 
 715-279-2562

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance 
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S 784-5678


