
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 13,2020 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

Perhaps by the time you read this I will have had a change of heart. During this time of the pandemic we have 

been drawn into the so-called virtual world. My detractors claim I have been living for quite some while in a virtual 

world. But I have refused to be drawn into the world of Zoom and Skype. In June the priests of the deanery met 

using Zoom. I told them to hold me excused. 

 

It has always been hard for me to step out of the boat. I have always preferred the known to the unknown, the 

predictable to the unpredictable. Too often I have 

walked through life with a “Do Not Disturb” sign around 

my neck. I am afraid of failure, not knowing what to do, 

asking for help. But of course Jesus is not interested in 

our being comfortable. He is not even concerned about 

our happiness. What matters to Jesus is our salvation. 

What matters to Jesus is allowing him to breathe his life 

and love into us.   

 

I don’t think Jesus cares a great deal about whether or 

not I do Zoom or Skype.  Probably he doesn’t care why 

I was afraid to step onto the dance floor, or play golf, 

or ask those questions in the classroom that I wanted to 

ask. I am sure Jesus doesn’t care about the fear that 

kept me from being a better swimmer, or becoming 

more fluent in Italian after living four years in Italy, or 

becoming better at administration. But I think God cares 

a great deal about my life and the many times I have 

chosen to not rely on him. I know God cares a great 

deal about my refusal to get out of the boat because it 

has kept me from being with him.  

 

These are unsettling times for all of us. And may we  

recognize that there is no greater joy than being  

unsettled by the God who doesn’t tell us that everything 

is going to be okay, but assures us that he is with us  

always and what unsettles us is nothing to fear. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

Father John Parr      



PRAYER REQUESTS 
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SEAS STEWARDSHIP 

“Married couples should be encouraged to 

develop a routine that gives a healthy sense of 

closeness and stability through shared daily 

rituals.  These could include a morning kiss, an 

evening blessing, waiting at the door to welcome each 

other home, taking trips together, and sharing house-

hold chores. Yet it also helps to break the routine with a 

party and to enjoy family celebrations of anniversaries 

and special events.  We need these moments of  

cherishing God’s gifts and renewing our zest for life.  

As long as we can celebrate, we are able to rekindle 

our love, to free it from monotony, and to color our 

daily routine with hope.”  Pope Francis, The Joy of Love 

Lorraine Atkinson 

Sara (Wozney) Balaker 

Judy Bockenhauer 

Rebecca Chatfield 

Paul Collins 

William Alan Davis 

Ethan William Doe 

The Donaldson Family 

Wesley Frana 

Sherry Hanson 

June Kukovec 

Angela LaFleur 

Bob Langer 

Deanna Mason 

Ken Proctor 

Cindy Rittman 

Bailey Rohrer 

Mary Roerkohl 

Barry Schaller 

Sascha Stephens 

Phyllis Thaldorf 

Colleen Tisil 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 

Our Stewardship Prayer…for all of you who continue 

to worship from home and wish to join us in our weekly 

prayer: 

 

God our Creator,  

you made us all that we are 

and gave us all that we have.  

Help us to live a life of gratitude  

by using your gifts to serve others in your name.  

Jesus my Redeemer,  

you call us to share your life by loving service to others.  

Grant us the courage to live as your disciples.  

Holy Spirit of God,  

fire our hearts with your love  

and make us good and generous stewards  

of your life within us.  

We pray Lord,  

that you open the minds and hearts  

of all the people of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, 

that we may joyfully accept your call  

to live as stewards of your abundant gifts 

for our salvation and your greater glory.  

Amen. 

Our Food Pantry at 

St. Elizabeth’s is one of the  

recipients of the Coulee 

Region Hunger Walk.  

WAFER and Hunger Task 

Force each receive 30% of 

the funds raised by the 

Walk, while participants can choose a relief agency, 

including our very own Food Pantry, to receive the 

remaining 40% of their pledges.   The 2019 Coulee 

Region Hunger Walk raised over $14,000 for non-

profit food agencies in the Coulee Region and beyond. 

This year, because of the pandemic, the Walk will be 

virtual! Walk, run or bike in a location of your choice, 

participate with friends, family or on your own. Since 

the Walk is virtual, participation can be anytime  

between October 4 and 11. Go to: 

couleeregionhungerwalk.org for complete Walk  

details, or email Carol Reider: carol@seasholmen.org.  

COULEE REGION HUNGER WALK 
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BULLETIN EARLY TO PRESS—NO FINANCIAL AVAILABLE 

BAPTISM CLASS 

FRANCISCAN SPIRITUALITY CENTER 

A Divorce Recovery Group will meet for 8 consecutive 

Tuesday evenings at the Franciscan Spirituality Center 

(or via ZOOM) to offer support and a path for healing 

from divorce, separation, or the end of a long-term 

relationship.  In this group, you will learn practices 

based in self-compassion to help you heal, forgive, and 

form new loving relationships.  The meetings will take 

place on Tuesdays, Sept. 22 – Nov. 10 from 6:30 – 

8:00 pm.  The cost is $15 for the entire 8 week series.  

Please register by Sept. 15 at www.FSCenter.org or 

608-791-5295.  

FAITH FORMATION 

At this time, Baptism preparation is being 

completed individually. If you are pregnant, 

please call now to schedule an appointment 

to get started. Preparing for Baptism is an  

opportunity for you to enrich, deepen, and 

strengthen your Catholic faith – the faith you are  

asking to have your child brought into at the  

celebration of their baptism. 

If you have already completed baptism class and your 

child has been born, call now to schedule your child’s 

baptism.  All baptisms are currently taking place  

outside of Mass, generally after the 10:15 am Mass on 

Sundays. Each baptism is held privately, and we are 

observing all safety protocol.   

First Reading: 

Forgive your neighbor’s injustice; 

then when you pray, your own sins will be forgiven.  

(Sir 28:2) 

Psalm: 

The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich in 

compassion. (Ps 103) 

Second Reading: 

For if we live, we live for the Lord, 

and if we die, we die for the Lord; 

so then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. (Rom 

14:8) 

Gospel: 

Peter approached Jesus and asked him, 

“Lord, if my brother sins against me, 

how often must I forgive? 

As many as seven times?” 

Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but  

seventy-seven times.” (Mt 18:21-22) 

 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 

1970 CCD. 

The English translation of Psalm Responses from  

Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 

Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All 

rights reserved. 

©LPi 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 

by  Dyllan Mamasia  

Through the sacraments, God’s grace is made visible to us — and we can only receive this sacramental grace if we 

are physically present. Through Confession, we are able to be absolved of our sins, making our bodies empty  

vessels to carry the grace and love of God. Then it is through the Mass that heaven and Earth meet at the altar; 

and with the Holy Eucharist, we receive a little foretaste of eternal life with Christ. We cannot receive absolution or 

a foretaste of heaven through a computer screen. For a few months now, we have been unable to receive this  

God-given grace and, as comfortable as virtual Mass may have become, our faith life is incomplete without the 

sacraments and the grace that we receive from them. 

Although social distancing rules are in place, the sacraments help us to gather together once more and be  

physically reminded that we are not alone on this journey towards heaven.  

As churches reopen, we will no doubt face many more challenges along the way. But I believe because of these  

trying and uncertain times that we must return to regular Mass and Confession more than ever. It is through the s 

acraments that we will be able to find clarity, comfort, and peace. Do not allow your yearning for the Holy  

Eucharist or the need for forgiveness and absolution to continue on any longer. Be not afraid, for it is time to return. 

Mamasia, Dyllan.  Returning to the Sacraments. web. https://lifeteen.com/blog/returning-to-the-sacraments/ 

Important Faith Formation Dates 

Wed Sept. 16 Grade 9 students meet in church 6:30pm 

Wed Sept. 23 -First Penance Parent Meeting 6:30-7:30pm pm in church gathering space 

Wed Sept. 23 -Grade 2 students meet in church 6:30pm 

Wed. Sept 30 -Grade 9 students meet in church 6:30pm 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 

Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 

Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 

Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 

Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          

                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 

youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 

                                                 music@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 

                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: Private Mass until further notice 

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8am-4pm, Fri. 8am - noon 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 

Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 

arrangements. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  

Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 

takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 

made at least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Individual celebrations upon request. 

Please call the office when family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

 

Parish Council Members 

Alyson Haugen 

Jennifer Fisk 

Brian Clements 

Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 

Kathy Nicklaus 

Bill Heinz 

Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 

Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 

Pat Stephens 

CREMATION AND THE CHURCH 

Question: 

Can Catholics be cremated? 

 

Answer: 

As the practice of cremation becomes more and more 

common, it’s important to know what the Church asks of 

families who have chosen this for a loved one who has 

died. 

 

As the US Bishops observe on their website, “Ideally, if 

a family chooses cremation, the cremation would take 

place some time after the Funeral Mass, so that there 

can be an opportunity for the Vigil for the Deceased in 

the presence of the body.” However, if cremation takes 

places before the Funeral Mass, the cremated remains 

can be present at the Funeral Mass and the appendix 

to the Order of Christian Funerals provides adaptations 

for the texts and rituals that are part of the Funeral 

Mass and the Committal. 

 

The primary concern is that the cremated remains 

should be treated with the same respect given to any 

human remains. The Order of Christian Funerals instructs, 

“This includes the use of a worthy vessel to contain the 

ashes, the manner in which they are carried, and the 

care and attention to appropriate placement and 

transport, and the final disposition. The cremated  

remains should be buried in a grave or entombed in a 

mausoleum or columbarium. The practice of scattering 

cremated remains on the sea, from the air, or on the 

ground, or keeping cremated remains on the home of a 

relative or friend of the deceased are not the reverent 

disposition that the Church requires” (no. 417). 

 

It is becoming more and more common for parishes or 

diocese-sponsored cemeteries to include columbaria to 

house cremated remains in a way that respects Church 

teaching, allowing family and friends the opportunity 

to honor the remains of the one they have lost with  

dignity, reverence, and care. 

 

©LPi 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

Reminder–  

Fr. Parr is available for the  

Sacrament of Penance on  

Saturdays at 4pm and by 

 appointment if you call the parish 

office to schedule. 



PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

 

 

The parish of St.  Elizabeth Ann Seton is established 

to bring us together as a Catholic Faith community. 

Our parish life centers on the Eucharist, during which 

we celebrate the presence of the Risen Lord among 

us. As a baptized faith community, we the people of 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish are open to the spirit of 

Jesus who brings us new life. 

 

We provide support for all members through liturgy, 

worship, the sacraments, religious education, service 

and social events. We reflect a familial love in our 

ministry to one another. We are witnesses to the 

Christ who has touched our lives. We are His Church 

and proclaim his Gospel. We pursue justice and 

peace. We are responsible to the community at large 

of Holmen, the Diocese and the World.  

ST. ROBERT BELLARMINE  

CALENDAR  

Sunday, September 13       24th Sunday in 

      Ordinary Time 

8:00 am Mass                 †      Emil and Matilda Hundt 

10:15am     Mass   People of SEAS 

7:00 pm KC General Meeting    

 

 

Monday, September 14  The Exaltation of the 

      Holy Cross 

8:30 am      Mass                †       Jerome Malin  

 

Tuesday, September 15 Our Lady of Sorrows  

8:30 am      Mass     †   Ernie Modjeski 

 

Wednesday, September 16  Sts. Cornelius and  

      Cyprian 

8:30 am      Mass                †        Theresa Lynn Davis  

 

Thursday, September 17   Weekday 

8:30 am       Mass           †  Angeline Haug 

 

Friday, September 18 Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass     †   Ernie Modjeski 

      

 

Saturday, September 19    Weekday 

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                Vigil:  13th Sunday in  

      Ordinary Time 

5:00 PM Mass                †       Susan Schafer 

 

 

Sunday, September 20 25th Sunday in 

     Ordinary Time              

8:00 am Mass                        People of SEAS 

10:15am     Mass     †  Mavis Golden 
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We celebrate the Memorial on  

St. Robert Bellarmine on Thursday,  

September 17. St. Robert Bellarmine, 

SJ, was one of the most important  

cardinals of the Catholic Reformation 

and became a Doctor of the Church.  

Although he was one of the most  

powerful men in Rome during his  

lifetime, Bellarmine lived an austere 

life. He gave most of his money to the poor. Once he 

gave the tapestries from his living quarters to the poor, 

saying that the walls wouldn’t catch cold. While he took 

little regard for his own comforts, he always saw to it 

that his servants and aides had everything they  

needed.  Robert Bellarmine devoted his life to the 

study of Scripture and Catholic doctrine. His writings 

help us understand that the real source of our faith is 

not merely a set of doctrines, but rather the person of 

Jesus still living in the Church today. St. Robert  

Bellarmine was canonized by Pope Pius XI in 1930 and 

declared a Doctor of the Church in 1931.  Saint Robert 

Bellarmine is the Patron Saint of Catechists and  

Catechumens. 

 

Prayer for the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

Monday, September 14 

 

We adore you, O Christ 

and we bless you, 

because by your Cross you have redeemed the world. 

From your exalted place in heaven, 

gather your Church together in your love. 

Help us to embrace the Cross as our way of life. 

Present our needs to God the Most High, 

for you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

PLEASE NOTE 

Our three weekend Masses remain open 

at this time.  Our 8 am is generally full. 

However, at this time, we still have  

plenty of room at the 5:00 pm on  

Saturday and the 10:15 am on Sunday. 

You can call for “reservations” each  

week or call for “permanent reservations” if you are 

planning on attending the same Mass each weekend. 

We ARE still in need of Hospitality Ministers for each of 

the Masses, so please contact Carol Reider if you are 

willing to serve in this capacity. Thank you. 
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Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast Sat and Sun 7am to noon 
Sunday Breakfast Buffet Includes Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 

Ham, American Fries, French Toast Sticks, Fresh Fruit, 
Danish, and Croissants.

Menu also available.        504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

608-781-0924
www.sitarasalon.com 

W6822 Hilltop Drive • Onalaska, WI 54650

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

Serving the area’s flooring needs since 1970
Find us on Hwy. 35 between Onalaska and Holmen

783-1088 or www.Floorcraftersonline.com

Roofing • Siding • Remodels • New Construction 
Jim Caulum • (608) 780-0949

Mark Hein DVM

608-526-2200

W7683 Old Hwy 93 
Holmen, WI 54636

24 Hr.  Emergency Service

947 Riders Club Rd | Onalaska, WI
(608) 783-3750

Visit us at: www.carpetstogo.com

 First Choice

Michael Richgels
Broker/Owner
(608) 781-7669 - office
(608) 780-4127 - cell

757 Sand Lake Rd • Onalaska, WI 54650

608-526-1635

 
Steven Books, fic  

steven.books@kofc.org 
 715-279-2562

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance 
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S 784-5678


