
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 20,2020 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

Anne Tyler is one of my favorite authors. In an interview she was asked what advice she would give to readers of 

her books. “Buy hardcover,” was her quick reply. I am sure most authors would ask us to honor her advice. I buy 

both hardcover and paperback. I suspect the price of the book is determined in part by its length, but also by its 

selling power. Long have I wondered about that parade of blurbs that are to be found on many books. Front and 

back, and sometimes even pages celebrating the writer’s insight and glorious writing. I think they do protest too 

much, and it seems to me the publisher may be having doubts as to the book’s actual merit. 

 

While speaking of books, I wonder why so many charge $10.95, $15.95, 29.95. Why that extra 95 cents? Do 

they think a lot of people won’t make the purchase if it is an even $11, $16, or even $30? 

 

I always enjoy any epigraph the author provides. And I appreciate the dedication as well. I don’t understand the 

short notice describing the type used for the printing, but am sure that is a learning experience yet to be mine. 

 

I don’t judge any book by its cover. I do judge it by my growing disappointment at the prospect of the book’s  

ending. I judge a good book by the fact that when the pages that remain are growing fewer, I slow my reading so 

as to postpone the inevitable. 

As I write this I regret the fact 

that John Steinbeck will not 

provide me with more pages 

for his Cannery Row.  

 

And when I put down a book 

that has drawn me into a new 

world, and done so in such a 

compelling way, I wonder 

what book to pick up next. As 

the saying goes, so many 

books and so little time. 

 

And here I have wasted your 

time writing about books. Be 

consoled. It could have been 

about baseball. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

Father John Parr 



FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

Every month our council votes for a  

family and knight of the month.  Here are 

our August recipients.  Congratulations! 

 

Knight of the Month - Dan Kusilek - for 

stepping up as our new Financial Secretary 

 

Family of the Month - The Maricle Family (Peggy, Bill, 

Summer, Liam, Cecilia, Georgia) - for creating a STEM 

virtual event for kids to participate in before school 

started. They also lead a LEGO group in the Holmen 

community for children and lead a local 4-H club. 

 

Join our council!   

Get more involved in the parish, use your gifts, serve 

and support the community - check out our website and 

calendar of events https://www.seasholmen.org/ 

knights-of-columbus.html 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
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STEWARDSHIP 

“Family prayer is a special way of expressing 

and strengthening faith. A few minutes can be 

found each day to come together before the 

living God, to tell him our worries, to ask for 

the needs of our family, to pray for someone  

experiencing difficulty, to ask for help in showing love, 

to give thanks for life and for its blessings, and to ask 

Our Lady to protect us beneath her maternal mantle.  

With a few simple words, this moment of prayer can 

do immense good for our families.”   

Pope Francis  The Joy of Love 

Lorraine Atkinson 

Sara (Wozney) Balaker 

Judy Bockenhauer 

Rebecca Chatfield 

Paul Collins 

William Alan Davis 

Ethan William Doe 

The Donaldson Family 

Wesley Frana 

Sherry Hanson 

June Kukovec 

Angela LaFleur 

Bob Langer 

Deanna Mason 

Ken Proctor 

Cindy Rittman 

Bailey Rohrer 

Mary Roerkohl 

Barry Schaller 

Sascha Stephens 

Phyllis Thaldorf 

Colleen Tisil 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

A FAMILY BLESSING 

As Christian stewards, we recognize that all we have 

and all that we are is gift from God, and we live our 

lives in a grateful response to such extravagant love. 

This calls for continuous conversion of heart. The  

practices of giving a portion of our time, our talents, 

and our treasure are essential steps on the path to  

conversion. But they serve an even deeper purpose 

than helping us remember our good intentions. They 

open our minds and hearts to ever-deepening  

surrender to the Lord, Who has given us every good 

thing. What joy and freedom of heart we find in the 

stewardship way of life! 

— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants 

From September 1 until October 4, the feast day of  

St. Francis of Assisi, the Church invites us to celebrate 

the Season of Creation. According to Pope Francis, this 

month-long ecumenical celebration is “a time for  

Christians worldwide to renew their faith in the God of 

creation and join in prayer and work for the care of 

our common home.” The theme for Season of Creation 

2020 is "Jubilee for the Earth: New Rhythms, New 

Hope."  Visit the official website: 

seasonofcreation.org  to find prayers, educational  

resources, virtual events, and much more. Let us join  

together to care for God’s creation.  

A SEASON OF CREATION 

Bless our families. 

Be they formed by blood or by circumstance, 

Make them holy. 

 

As you reveal yourself to us in three persons: 

Father, Son, and Spirit, 

And in the relationship that flows among the three, 

May we find you in our relationships: 

In our marriages, in our families, 

In our households, in our communities, 

In our global humanity. 

 

May we look across all that divides us 

And see family 

And embrace as a family does. 

And love as a family ought to. 

 

For where two or three gather in your name 

There are you in the midst. 

There indeed are you, 

The one for whom we long so deeply. 

Amen.  



FAITH FORMATION 
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       Last Week’s Collections          Weekly Budget      Difference           Annual Budget 

Envelopes/Plate……………………….$16,400           $11,638   $4,762            $605,176  

 

Fiscal Year-to-Date……………………$95,203           $128,018 -$32,815 

PARISH INCOME (FISCAL YEAR  7/1/20-6/30/21) 

MAGNIFIKIDS– NOT JUST FOR ADULTS 

If you miss using a missalette during Mass, you may 

want to pick up a copy of the MagniKid on your way 

into Mass each Sunday. The MagniKid is a type of  

mini-missalette and includes all the Mass prayers and 

the readings for each particular Sunday. We have 

many extra copies of the MagnifiKid. If you would like 

a written copy of the readings and/or the Mass  

prayers, please help yourself! They are on the large 

table in the gathering area. 

RCIA BEGINS IN OCTOBER 

AQUINAS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

Still time to enroll for the 2020-2021 school year!  

At Aquinas, students explore their passions, give back 

to their communities, grow in faith and prepare for a 

successful future. Our schools are open to families of all 

faiths, and we offer several tuition assistance  

programs. We offer in person face to face learning or 

virtual learning. To learn more or to start your  

enrollment process visit us at: 

www.aquinascatholicschools.org or contact us at  

(608) 784-8585. 

We are in need of Lectors at the 5:00 pm Mass. If you 

are interested in this ministry and would like training, 

please contact Carol Reider at 526-4424 or  

carol@seasholmen.org. If you are an “experienced” 

lector and would like to serve occasionally at the 5:00 

pm Mass, please let Carol know. We appreciate your 

stewardship of Time and Talent.   

LECTORS NEEDED 

Intentional Living 

Now that school is back in session and businesses are 

open, family routines and schedules are a mess since 

we cannot go about life the way we used to. 

It is a good idea to be intentional about how we move 

about our day. Set goals and a common family  

vision. Modify routines and work spaces, add activities 

that nurture and remove activities that cause stress and 

waste time. Doing so will supply structure and better 

communication to your days. Sit down together and ask 

for suggestions on work, rest, recreation and prayer 

and how your family will move through a routine. 

Consider these topics in your family meeting:  Family 

meals, bedtimes, Mass and family prayer, exercise, 

household chores, school and homework spaces and 

schedules, sports, extracurricular activities, screen time 

limits, family fun time, job schedules, transportation,  

relaxation, and socializing with family and friends.  

Important Faith Formation Dates 

Wednesday, Sept. 23 - First Penance Parent meeting 

with grade 2 students in church at 6:30 pm 

Sunday, Sept. 27 - 10th grade Confirmation students 

meet in church at 6:30pm 

Discover the heights and depths of God’s love and the 

treasures of our Catholic faith. R.C.I.A. is a process of 

prayer, study, discussion and celebration for: 

�� Unbaptized adults who wish to learn about the 

faith and possibility of becoming a Catholic 

�� Baptized Christians from other faiths who want to 

learn more about the Catholic religion and possibly 

becoming a Catholic 

�� Baptized Catholics who have not received 

the sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation 

and who desire to complete their initiation in the 

Catholic Church 

 

The Church welcomes all adults interested in the  

Roman Catholic faith. This process of RCIA prepares 

adults for initiation into the Church through the  

reception of Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation. 

  

Obviously, only you can answer this question, but when 

is there ever time to add another commitment or 

meeting to our incredibly busy lives? The question 

asked is, “Are you seeking a deeper relationship with 

Jesus Christ and His Church?” If you answered, “yes”, 

then why not consider embarking on the journey today. 

 

If you, or someone you know, is interested in knowing 

more about a Catholic Christian way of life with the 

possibility of becoming a member of the Church, 

please contact Fr. John Parr, or Patrick Brueggen at 

the parish office 608-526-4424. Email: 

youth@seasholmen.org  
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 

Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 

Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 

Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 

Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          

                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 

youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 

                                                 music@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 

                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: 8:30am 

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8am-4pm, Fri. 8am - noon 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 

Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 

arrangements. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  

Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 

takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 

made at least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Individual celebrations upon request. 

Please call the office when family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

 

Parish Council Members 

Alyson Haugen 

Jennifer Fisk 

Brian Clements 

Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 

Kathy Nicklaus 

Bill Heinz 

Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 

Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 

Pat Stephens 

Our Food Pantry at 

St. Elizabeth’s is one of the 

recipients of the Coulee  

Region Hunger Walk.  

WAFER and Hunger Task 

Force each receive 30% of the 

funds raised by the Walk, while participants can 

choose a relief agency, including our very own Food 

Pantry, to receive the remaining 40% of their pledges.  

The 2019 Coulee Region Hunger Walk raised over 

$14,000 for non-profit food agencies in the Coulee 

Region and beyond. This year, because of the  

pandemic, the Walk will be virtual! Walk, run or bike 

in a location of your choice, participate with friends, 

family or on your own. Since the Walk is virtual,  

participation can be anytime between October 4 and 

11. Go to: couleeregionhungerwalk.org for complete 

Walk details, or email Carol Reider:  

carol@seasholmen.org.  

HUNGER WALK 

ST. PIUS OF PIETRELCINA 

On Wednesday, September 23, we 

celebrate the Memorial of St. Pius of 

Pietrelcina, better known as Padre 

Pio. Padre Pio was born in 

Pietrelcina, Italy, in 1887.  He  

entered the Capuchin friary when he 

was 15. He was ordained a priest in 

the summer of 1910. Shortly after, 

he received the Stigmata – Christ’s 

wounds, present in his own flesh. 

For fifty years at the monastery of San Giovanni  

Rotundo he was a much sought after spiritual advisor, 

confessor, and intercessor whose life was devoted to 

the Eucharist and prayer. Yet despite such notoriety, he 

would often say, "I only want to be a poor friar who 

prays." He died on September 23rd, 1968 and was 

declared a Saint of the Church by Pope St. John Paul II 

on June 16, 2002.  He is the patron saint of civil  

defense volunteers, adolescents, and stress-relief. 

 

“Pray, hope, and don’t worry.  Worry is useless.  God 

is merciful and will hear your prayer.”  

 

“Joy, with peace, is the sister of charity.  Serve the Lord 

with Laughter.”  Saint Padre Pio 



 WEEKEND MASSES 

CALENDAR  

Sunday, September 20        25th Sunday in 

       Ordinary Time 

8:00 am Mass                          People of SEAS 

10:15am     Mass      †   Mavis Golden 

 

 

Monday, September 21  St. Matthew, Apostle 

8:30 am      Mass                †        Francis Dummer 

 

Tuesday, September 22   Weekday   

8:30 am      Mass     †    Everett Parr 

 

Wednesday, September 23  St. Pius of Pietrelcina 

8:30 am      Mass                †        Riley Sass-Loken 

6:30 pm 2nd grade Faith Formation in church 

 

Thursday, September 24   Weekday 

8:30 am       Mass           †  Emily Campbell 

 

Friday, September 25  Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass     †   Stanley Karwoski 

      

 

Saturday, September 26     Weekday 

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                Vigil:  26th Sunday in  

      Ordinary Time 

5:00 PM Mass                †       Joe Beranek 

 

 

Sunday, September 27 26th Sunday in 

     Ordinary Time              

8:00 am Mass                †       Loucille Delaney  

10:15am     Mass       People of SEAS 
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FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 

Thank you to everyone who has continued to support 

our food pantry. Currently, our food pantry is in need 

of cereal, pancake mix, helpers, bagged sides, boxed 

potatoes, and stew/chili. Also, remember that our food 

pantry is open for use by all our parishioners at any 

time. Simply call Carol Reider to arrange for a time.   

God bless.  

WEDDING BANNS 

I.  Briana Hornberg and Travis Elam 

ONLINE GIVING 

Weekly Giving 

To give online go to: 

seasholmen.org and click on the  

Online Giving button 

Thank you for your stewardship of treasure.  

 

 

Thank you for remembering 

to call in your reservations 

for Weekend Masses. All 

three Masses have been 

quite full the past couple 

weekends.  If you have 

“permanent” reservations, 

please call us if you are 

not going to attend or if 

the number attending 

changes so we can give 

your spot to someone else.  

Also, we ARE still in need of Hospitality Ministers for 

each of the Masses, so please contact Carol Reider if 

you are willing to serve in this capacity. We cannot 

have Mass without individuals willing to step up for this 

most important ministry. Thank you. 



  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Holmen, WI A 4C 02-0288

Contact Jim Byrne to place an ad today! 
jbyrne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2596

Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast Sat and Sun 7am to noon 
Sunday Breakfast Buffet Includes Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 

Ham, American Fries, French Toast Sticks, Fresh Fruit, 
Danish, and Croissants.

Menu also available.        504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

608-781-0924
www.sitarasalon.com 

W6822 Hilltop Drive • Onalaska, WI 54650

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

Serving the area’s flooring needs since 1970
Find us on Hwy. 35 between Onalaska and Holmen

783-1088 or www.Floorcraftersonline.com

Roofing • Siding • Remodels • New Construction 
Jim Caulum • (608) 780-0949

Mark Hein DVM

608-526-2200

W7683 Old Hwy 93 
Holmen, WI 54636

24 Hr.  Emergency Service

947 Riders Club Rd | Onalaska, WI
(608) 783-3750

Visit us at: www.carpetstogo.com

 First Choice

Michael Richgels
Broker/Owner
(608) 781-7669 - office
(608) 780-4127 - cell

757 Sand Lake Rd • Onalaska, WI 54650

608-526-1635

 
Steven Books, fic  

steven.books@kofc.org 
 715-279-2562

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance 
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S 784-5678


