
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

October 4, 2020 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

I remember the question being asked during one of the debates between George Bush and Michael Dukakis. The 

interviewer asked if each man would want the death penalty imposed if his wife had been attacked and killed. As I 

watched the debate and heard the question, I was hoping that one of them would respond by saying, “Yes, I would 

want the death penalty for any person who did such a thing to my wife. I would want death imposed. But I would 

be glad to have a law that prevented it. I would be grateful to have a law larger than my own desire for revenge 

and that calls me to something greater and more human.” 

 

In July within five days three men were executed by federal authorities. Perhaps all three were guilty of the crimes 

for which they were put to death. I remember the executions happened the weekend we heard Jesus tells us to let 

the wheat and weeds grow together. Perhaps the condemned were weeds. I don’t know. But I know what the death 

penalty says about us and about our country. I know as a nation imposing death we stand in the company of just a 

handful of nations that includes China, North Korea and Iran. St. John Paul II taught that the state could impose the 

death penalty for one reason only: the defense of society. He said that when the common good was in question, 

and there was a risk the killer could get loose, the state has the responsibility to protect its people. But then  

St. John Paul went on to say, “Such cases are rare, if not practically nonexistent.” 

 

“Such cases are rare, if not practically nonexistent.” And more recently Pope Francis closed the loophole and  

teaches that for well-developed 

countries with effective penal 

systems, the possibility of defending 

capital punishment has ended. 

 

Of course we know that the taking 

of human life ended with Jesus. We 

cannot take any human life because 

no human life is ours to take. It is not 

true that some human lives matter 

more than others. We stand with 

Jesus and not his executioners. We 

trust the One who alone is the  

harvester of weeds and wheat. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

Father John Parr    

 



FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

50% off first year membership. 

Are you interested in becoming in joining 

Knights of Columbus? 

 

There's an online promo code that provides 

men in our parish an opportunity to receive 50% OFF 

first-year membership when you join the Order online. 

That's $15! This special promotion in honor of  

Fr. McGivney’s beatification runs through October 30th. 

To receive this special offer, prospective new members 

join online at www.kofc.org/join and, when prompted, 

enter “WIKOFC” into the “Promo Code” field. 

 

To join our council, enter council number 9385.   

If you have any questions about Knights of Columbus 

reach out to any knights you know or contact Emil 

Meindl at KC9385@seasholmen.org, 952-204-5146. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
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SEAS STEWARDSHIP 

Pope Francis has this advice for family  

members, “Develop the habit of giving real 

importance to the other person. This means 

appreciating them and recognizing their right 

to exist, to think as they do, and to be happy. Never 

downplay what they say or think, even if you need to 

express your own point of view. Everyone has  

something to contribute. Because they have their life  

experiences, they look at things from a different  

standpoint and they have their own concerns, abilities, 

and insights. We ought to be able to acknowledge the 

other person’s truth, the value of his or her deepest 

concerns, and what it is they are trying to say, however 

aggressively. We have to put ourselves in their shoes 

and try to peer into their hearts, to perceive their 

deepest concerns, and to take them as a point of  

departure for further dialogue.”  The Joy of Love 

Lorraine Atkinson 

Sara (Wozney) Balaker 

Judy Bockenhauer 

Mike Bruha 

Rebecca Chatfield 

Paul Collins 

William Alan Davis 

Ethan William Doe 

The Donaldson Family 

Wesley Frana 

Sherry Hanson 

June Kukovec 

Angela LaFleur 

Bob Langer 

Deanna Mason 

Ken Proctor 

Cindy Rittman 

Bailey Rohrer 

Mary Roerkohl 

Barry Schaller 

Sascha Stephens 

Phyllis Thaldorf 

Colleen Tisil 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

Thanks to all of you who have begun donating items for 

our annual Christmas Caring and Sharing event. This 

year’s Caring and Sharing will take place on Friday, 

December 4

th

.  Due to Covid, it will look very  

differently. Our elves will be shopping in advance for 

our guests as no large gathering will take place. Our 

guests will pick up all food boxes and Christmas gifts 

that will be specially prepared for them. Here are the 

items that we are in most need of at this time…with a 

gentle reminder that they should be in new or like-

new condition. Thank you for serving our brothers and 

sisters in Christ and bringing them hope, joy, and love 

during the Christmas season. 

 

�� Children’s Winter Clothes (Infants – Teens) 

�� Toys 

�� Blankets, Sheets, Comforters 

�� Towels 

�� Socks, Underwear, Pajamas 

CHRISTMAS CARING AND SHARING 

Start by doing what is necessary, then what is possible, and suddenly you are doing the impossible.  - Francis of Assisi 

(1181-1226), Patron Saint of Ecology, Feast Day October 4 

The life of a Christian steward models the life of Jesus. It is challenging and even difficult at times, yet intense joy 

comes to those who take the risk to live as Christian stewards. We who seek to live as stewards learn that “all 

things work for good for those who love God.” (Romans 8:28) As Christian stewards, we are called to stretch  

ourselves, to reach out to others, to give aid to our sisters and brothers in Christ, and to care for the world that God 

has gifted us. We cannot turn aside from all the cares and concerns that surround us. We must take action…no  

matter how small it may seem. The tiniest of gift may have the strongest of effect. How are you living as a  

Christian steward today?  

Please remember, the sick, hospitalized,  

military members, homebound and anyone  

needing of our prayers.  

May they experience the healing power of God. 



FAITH FORMATION 
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       Last Week’s Collections          Weekly Budget      Difference           Annual Budget 

Envelopes/Plate……………………….$6,493           $11,638    -$5,145           $605,176  

 

Fiscal Year-to-Date……………………$107,538          $151,294   -$43,756 

PARISH INCOME (FISCAL YEAR  7/1/20-6/30/21) 

CARING AND SHARING FOOD BOXES 

The Food Pantry will again ask parishioners to provide 

a Christmas gift for a family in need by filling a box 

with non-perishable food items. We especially want to 

include foods that go together to make meals. On  

November 7

th

 and 8

th

, we will hand out empty boxes 

after Masses. Food boxes should be returned to SEAS 

no later than Monday, November 23

rd

.  Thank you 

and God Bless! 

For those who like to plan ahead and shop sales, here 

is a list of some suggested foods: 

 

Canned chicken, Meats, Tuna 

Beef Stew 

Bear Creek Dried Soup 

Canned Fruit 

Instant Mashed Potatoes 

Rice Sides, Stuffing Mix 

Oatmeal 

Pancake Mix + Syrup 

Hot Cocoa Mix 

Christmas Candy 

Popcorn, Nuts 

AQUINAS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

We still have spots for enrollment for 

the 2020-2021 school year!  

At Aquinas, students explore their  

passions, give back to their  

communities, grow in faith and  

prepare for a successful future. Our 

schools are open to families of all faiths, and we offer 

several tuition assistance programs. We offer in person 

face to face learning or virtual learning. To learn more 

or to start your enrollment process visit us at 

www.aquinascatholicschools.org or contact us at  

(608) 784-8585. 

 

Thank you to everyone who made our 43

rd

 Annual 

Aquinas Fest a success. Thank you to our sponsors and 

congratulations to our prize winners: Grand prize  

winner Virginia Fehrmann, 2nd Place $1000: Steve 

Mayer, 3rd Place $500: Robert Skemp Jr. 4th-6th 

Place $100: Mark Erickson, Ann Conzemius, Kimberly 

Kratt. 

The Church welcomes all adults 

interested in the Roman  

Catholic faith. This process of 

RCIA prepares adults for  

initiation into the Church 

through the reception of  

Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation. 

 

If you, or someone you know, is interested in knowing 

more about a Catholic Christian way of life with the 

possibility of becoming a member of the Church, please 

contact Fr. John Parr, or Patrick Brueggen at the parish 

office 608-526-4424. Email: youth@seasholmen.org. 

Sessions begin in October following all safety protocols 

due to Covid. 

RCIA 

Feast of Holy Guardian Angels 

Pope Pius XII states,” Everyone, no matter how humble 

he may be, has angels to watch over him. They are 

heavenly, pure and splendid, and yet they have been 

given us to keep us company on our way: they have 

been given the task of keeping careful watch over you 

so that you do not become separated from Christ, their 

Lord.” “And not only do they want to protect you from 

the dangers which waylay you throughout your journey: 

they are actually by your side, helping your souls as 

you strive to go ever higher in your union with God 

through Christ.” 

Did you know Padre Pio had visions of his guardian 

angel beginning from childhood? Did you know he 

credits his angel with helping him understand every 

language of the world? 

Communicate with and thank your guardian angel  

often. 

Angel of God, my guardian dear, to whom God's love 

commits me here, ever this day be at my side, to light 

and guard to rule and guide. Amen. 

 

Important Faith Formation Dates 

Wednesday, Oct. 7 - Grade 2 meet in church 6:30pm 

Sunday, Oct. 11 - Confirmation students meet in church 

6:30pm 

Wednesday, Oct. 17 - Grade 9 meet in church 6:30pm 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 

Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 

Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 

Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 

Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          

                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 

youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 

                                                 music@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 

                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ....................................................................... 526-4908 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: 8:30am 

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8am-4pm, Fri. 8am - noon 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 

Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 

arrangements. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  

Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 

takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 

made at least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Individual celebrations upon request. 

Please call the office when family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Parish Council Members 

Alyson Haugen 

Jennifer Fisk 

Brian Clements 

Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 

Kathy Nicklaus 

Bill Heinz 

Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 

Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 

Pat Stephens 

ANNOUNCING! Seeking dedicated Volunteers. OASIS 

Respite Program of the Coulee Region for Individuals 

with Mild to Moderate Symptoms Associated with  

Alzheimer’s, Dementia, or Brain Related Impairments. 

OPENING OCT 15! Volunteer Training and Support 

provided.  Program Location: First Free Church 123 

Mason Street, Onalaska. OASIS respite is a safe place 

for loved ones, allowing caregivers to make time for 

themselves along their caregiving journey. This program 

is designed to provide purpose, social connections and 

stimulation for its participants. Volunteers will be  

integral in building community. Call or Apply Online. 

www.oasisrespite.org. 608-780-0471  An Outreach 

Mission of Causeway Caregivers  

We’ve promised to keep you  

updated on Sr. Bridget’s health 

and this time we’ve asked her to 

share with us her own thoughts.   

 

My Dearest Most Wonderful  

Parishioners, 

 

First and foremost I am so very 

appreciative of your support 

through prayer…I am certainly in 

need of your powerful prayers. Those prayers are  

being answered. My journey of health continues to be 

a challenge. 

However, on Thursday I received the results of my PET 

scan noting I still need to take chemo to keep my  

cancer in remission…Praise God. From one of my 

chemo’s I acquired a lung disease. This condition is now 

a priority for the Doctors. 

From the bottom of my heart I am deeply grateful for 

all the cards, notes, phones calls and the delicious food 

items that keep surprising us. 

On the weekends I sorely miss seeing you and receiving 

your tender, supportive and loving hugs. Likewise I miss 

giving you my hugs. 

Know for certain that you are my thoughts and prayers 

each day. 

With profound gratitude I am asking Our Holy Family 

to continue to grace you and your family with good 

health, joy, peace, laughter and above all an aware-

ness of God’s everlasting mercy and love. 

 

Gratefully in God who Loves Us Unconditionally,  

Sister Bridget 

UPDATE FROM SISTER BRIDGET 



NEWLY BAPTIZED  

CALENDAR  

Sunday, October 4            27th Sunday in 

      Ordinary Time 

8:00 am Mass                         People of SEAS 

10:15am     Mass     †        Jerome Malin 

 

 

Monday, October 5   Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass                         Special Intention for Anne 

       Marie McMahan 

 

Tuesday, October 6   Weekday 

No Mass   

 

Wednesday, October 7   Our Lady of the  

      Rosary 

8:30 am      Mass                †        Angeline Haug 

6:30 pm 2nd Grade Faith Formation in church      

 

Thursday, October 8   Weekday 

8:30 am       Mass           †  Emily Campbell 

 

Friday, October 9    Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass     †   Ernie Modjeski 

      

 

Saturday, October 10    Weekday 

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                Vigil:  28th Sunday in  

      Ordinary Time 

5:00 PM Mass                †       Lyle Nelson 

 

 

Sunday, October 11  28th Sunday in 

     Ordinary Time              

8:00 am Mass                        People of SEAS 

10:15am     Mass     † Katherine Lynn Schaller 

6:30 pm Confirmation Session in church  

A PRAYER FOR LIFE 

Today, we welcome,  

Morgan Rose Huiss 

 

daughter of Trent and Gina Huiss, 

to our faith community in the  

celebration of Baptism.  

It is now our privilege to help this 

child grow in faith.  

    We have a great gift of  

faith to share. 

Thank you so much to all of our  

Hospitality Ministers and Lectors who 

have volunteered their Time and Talent 

so we have the help we need to be able 

to have Mass during these Covid days. 

Our schedule is now on our Ministry Scheduler Pro app, 

available online and on our website. Thank you for 

signing up and for requesting a sub when one is  

needed. We GREATLY appreciate your assistance.  

Please call Sandy in the office if you need help with 

the technology. If you prefer not to use the app, you 

can call Carol and she will get you signed up herself. 

Also, if you wish to volunteer to serve as a Hospitality 

Minister or a Lector, let Carol know and she will add 

you to the list. Thank you and God bless.   

MINISTRY SCHEDULER PRO 

Thank you for remembering to call in your reservations 

for Weekend Masses. All three Masses have been 

quite full the past couple weekends. If you have 

“permanent” reservations, please call us if you are not 

going to attend or if the number attending changes so 

we can give your spot to someone else. Also, we ARE 

still in need of Hospitality Ministers for each of the 

Masses, so please contact Carol Reider if you are 

willing to serve in this capacity. We cannot have 

Mass without individuals willing to step up for this 

most important ministry. Thank you. 

Father and maker of all, 

you adorn all creation 

with splendor and beauty, 

and fashion human lives  

in your image and likeness. 

Awaken in every heart 

reverence for the work of your hands, 

and renew among your people 

a readiness to nurture and sustain 

your precious gift of life. 

 

Grant this through 

our Lord 

Jesus Christ, your 

Son, 

who lives and reigns 

with you 

in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, 

God forever and 

ever. 

Amen. 
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Wedding Banns 

III.  Briana Hornberg and Travis Elam 
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Contact Jim Byrne to place an ad today! 
jbyrne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2596

Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast Sat and Sun 7am to noon 
Sunday Breakfast Buffet Includes Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 

Ham, American Fries, French Toast Sticks, Fresh Fruit, 
Danish, and Croissants.

Menu also available.        504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

608-781-0924
www.sitarasalon.com 

W6822 Hilltop Drive • Onalaska, WI 54650

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

Serving the area’s flooring needs since 1970
Find us on Hwy. 35 between Onalaska and Holmen

783-1088 or www.Floorcraftersonline.com

Roofing • Siding • Remodels • New Construction 
Jim Caulum • (608) 780-0949

Mark Hein DVM

608-526-2200

W7683 Old Hwy 93 
Holmen, WI 54636

24 Hr.  Emergency Service

947 Riders Club Rd | Onalaska, WI
(608) 783-3750

Visit us at: www.carpetstogo.com

 First Choice

Michael Richgels
Broker/Owner
(608) 781-7669 - office
(608) 780-4127 - cell

757 Sand Lake Rd • Onalaska, WI 54650

608-526-1635

 
Steven Books, fic  

steven.books@kofc.org 
 715-279-2562

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance 
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S 784-5678


