
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

October 25,2020 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

Growing up we never had lunch in the Parr house.  

Never. We ate dinner around noon, and  

sometime between 5-6 pm we ate supper. Dinner 

and supper, never lunch. I don’t know when I  

began eating lunch. Probably about the same 

time I had to decide whether I was going to drink 

soda or pop. I still drink pop.   

 

The one meal that has not changed is breakfast. 

We like variety in all our meals except for  

breakfast. If you are an oatmeal person, you eat 

oatmeal each and every morning. Bacon and 

eggs, cheerios, toast and orange juice, breakfast 

must be predictable. I didn’t drink coffee until  

After ordination but now each day begins with 

coffee. I can’t face the world without it. Breakfast 

means coffee. Always. 

 

I know the Lord’s main meal was eaten in the evening. But I think his favorite meal is breakfast. I think his  

preference is for the simple, the ordinary, the predictable. Nobody wants breakfast to be a surprise every 

morning or a gala event at daybreak. I think the Lord likes the quiet found in family relationships, the  

availability of running water, the smell of freshly mown grass. I think the Lord prefers whispers and not having 

to shout. Back in August at Sunday Mass we heard about the prophet Elijah hiding in the cave. He heard God 

speak to him in a “tiny whispering sound.”   

 

I think our God likes to work through things that we deem to be small. Our God is too small if we don’t look for 

him and listen for him in those moments. 

 

Guess who is coming to breakfast? 

 

The Lord be with you. 

Father John Parr 

THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

 



FOR YOUR MARRIAGE 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

PRAYER REQUESTS 
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Are you interested in joining Knights of  

Columbus?  It's an opportunity to be the man 

God is calling you to be, to grow in your faith, 

to love your neighbor, to get involved in events with 

your family, and be a defender of the faith. 

There's an online promo code that provides men in our 

parish an opportunity to receive 50% OFF first-year 

membership when you join the Order online. That's 

$15! This special promotion in honor of Fr. McGivney’s 

beatification runs through October 30th. To receive this 

special offer, join online at www.kofc.org/join and, 

when prompted, enter “WIKOFC” into the “Promo 

Code” field. 

To join our council, enter council number 9385.   

If you have any questions about Knights of Columbus 

reach out at to any knights you know or Emil Meindl   

KC9385@seasholmen.org, 952-204-5146. 

Support our local special needs groups by 

 purchasing tootsie rolls after Masses this weekend. 

STEWARDSHIP 

Did you know that the longest married couple 

in the world has been married for almost 80 

years?  Still alive at 110 and 104 years old, 

their parents tried to stop them from getting 

married, but nearly 80 years later, they’re still in deep 

love. This couple, from Ecuador, is living proof that love 

can grow more tender each day, capable of  

overcoming difficulties and enjoying the little moments 

of happiness that life offers. As teachers, they consider 

education to be vital and they believe it allowed them 

to chart a course for all generations of their great  

family. For them, “family unity under the rules of love, 

mutual respect, and an adequate education based on 

family values are the keys to living together healthily.” 

Their marriage has already outlived many people. 

However long they have left, may it be blessed, and 

may their example inspire younger generations to  

persevere in marriage, knowing that true, lasting love 

and commitment is indeed possible. 

Lorraine Atkinson 

Judy Bockenhauer 

Mike Bruha 

Rebecca Chatfield 

Paul Collins 

Marilyn Cottrell 

William Alan Davis 

Ethan William Doe 

The Donaldson Family 

Sherry Hanson 

June Kukovec 

Angela LaFleur 

Bob Langer 

Deanna Mason 

Ken Proctor 

Cindy Rittman 

Bailey Rohrer 

Mary Roerkohl 

Barry Schaller 

Sascha Stephens 

Phyllis Thaldorf 

Colleen Tisil 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

Today’s readings are all about the radical love of God 

for His people and the radical love we are called to 

live out in response. The stewardship way of life is 

nothing more and nothing less than the practical  

application of loving God and neighbor in our daily 

lives. 

 

Jesus sums up the message of all the prophets, as well 

as the purpose of all God’s laws in today's Gospel 

passage, from Matthew. It is a message we have likely 

grown up hearing — but it is so beautiful and so  

challenging, it bears repeating again and again. It is 

Christ’s response to a question about which  

commandment is greatest. His answer reveals both the 

greatest and the second greatest commandments. 

 

He says, “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all 

your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind... 

The second is like it: you shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.”  

 

How is the second like the first? What do the two  

commands have in common? Love.  

 

Love God first and love neighbor as self. This is the 

heart of the stewardship way of life — simple enough 

for a child to understand, challenging enough to be the 

life’s work of every “grown-up.”  

 

— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants   

THANK YOU 

Because each parish in the diocese is incorporated, it is 

required by state law to designate two parish trustees. 

We are very grateful to Larry Warzynski for  

accepting the invitation to serve as a trustee along with 

Janice Dvoracek.  Both are members of our Parish  

Finance Council and have served generously for some 

while in that capacity. As trustees they are also  

welcome to attend Pastoral Council meetings which are 

routinely open to parishioners as well.  Larry takes the 

place of Les Geissler who served faithfully and  

resigned when he and his wife moved from 

Holmen.  Our thanks to Larry for accepting the position, 

and to he and Janice for their dedicated service.   



FAITH FORMATION 
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       Last Week’s Collections          Weekly Budget      Difference           Annual Budget 

Envelopes/Plate……………………….$7,421           $11,638    -$4,217           $605,176  

 

Fiscal Year-to-Date……………………$138,094          $186,208   -$48,114 

PARISH INCOME (FISCAL YEAR  7/1/20-6/30/21) 

RETURNING TO MASS 

WEDDING BANNS 

II. Laura Guyer and Nathan Johnson 

Remember to keep God’s Day Holy. The dispensation 

to not gather for Mass combined with not being able to 

socialize with loved ones and friends is causing many of 

us to suffer from disintegration. When the various parts 

of our life feel disconnected and scattered.  Many of us 

feel this way at times. We sense that we are always 

playing catch-up, looking for something beyond our 

grasp, seeking peace. Not finding it, we turn to things 

we hope will help us keep life together, sometimes  

ending up worse off as a result.   

 

Pope Francis described this well: “Sometimes we prove 

hard of heart and mind; we are forgetful, distracted 

and carried away by the limitless possibilities for  

consumption and distraction offered by contemporary 

society. This leads to a kind of alienation”. Opposite of 

this disintegration and alienation is a unity of  

purpose in which we seek the same ultimate good in 

every area of our life. 

One of the remedies God provides for this  

disintegration is Sunday. Again, we realize this most 

profoundly at the Sunday Mass, which “is the  

privileged place of unity: it is the setting for 

the sacramentum unitatis [sacrament of unity] which  

profoundly marks the Church as a people gathered 

‘by’ and ‘in’ the unity of the Father, of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit.” Ideally, this unity experienced in the 

liturgy helps us to integrate ourselves and our  

relationships, especially those of the family. That is why 

it is ideal for families to attend Mass or participate in 

live stream Mass together on Sundays.  

   

Important Faith Formation Dates 

Wednesday, Oct. 28-Grade 9 meet in church 6:30pm 

Wednesday, Nov. 4-Grade 2 meet in church 6:30pm 

 

Next to the tabernacle, you will notice that we have a 

set of vigil/votive candles. These candles are available 

for our parishioners to light at any time. Lighting a  

candle is a way of extending one's prayer and  

showing solidarity with the person on whose behalf the 

prayer is offered. There is a suggested donation of  

$3.00 to offset the cost of the candle that can be left in 

the basket next to the candles.                                         

“Pray without ceasing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:17 

Back in March, the bishops of Wisconsin suspended the 

obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days 

of Obligation. This suspension continues in our diocese 

today. It is intended to protect people at risk because 

of age, underlying medical conditions, or compromised 

immune systems as well as those caring for or living 

with people in those situations. Public Masses have  

resumed at St. Elizabeth, however, with safety  

protocols in place. We maintain social distancing and 

everyone wears masks. Reservations are required so 

that we can plan for seating in order to accommodate 

as many people as possible…safely…at each Mass.  

Each Mass is currently almost “full” as our capacity with 

social distancing is approximately only 80 people. We 

will be opening up our gathering space for additional 

seating if the need arises.   

If you still feel it is not the right time for you to return to 

Mass, the obligation still exists to “Make holy the  

Sabbath day.” There are many ways to do this. Light a 

candle, read the Sunday Mass readings, and then  

meditate on them. Pray the rosary. Make a spiritual 

communion. Come to the church and pray privately.  

Reach out to isolated family members and/or  

neighbors. Participate in Mass through livestream. Just 

be sure to make Sunday different, special, unique…

with time devoted to prayer and worship. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

During this Covid period the parish has utilized a new 

email source for communicating important information 

to you. If you were not receiving these emails, first 

check your spam/junk folders and second, contact the 

parish office to see that we have your correct email. If 

you do not use email, please let us know that as well so 

we may send you hard copies in the mail. 

Please note- we will still be mailing the parish  

newsletters to everyone. There will not be mail pickups 

in the gathering area at this time. Contact the parish 

office if your mailing address has changed or you will 

be out of town for the winter. Thank you. 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

PARISH RECTORY & OFFICE 

Phone ............................................................................... 526-4424 

Fax Number .................................................................... 526-3177 

Email: office@seasholmen.org 

STAFF 

Pastor, Father John Parr ............................................... 526-4424 

pastor@seasholmen.org 

Pastor Emeritus, Monsignor Delbert J. Malin............. 526-4908 

djm133@charter.net 

sbridget@seasholmen.org 

Pastoral Minister, Carol Reider .................................... 526-4424 

carol@seasholmen.org 

C.R.E. (3 years-gr. 5),.Mary Luebke ………………526-4424                                          

                                                reled@seasholmen.org 

 ...... 526-4424 

youth@seasholmen.org 

Director of Music, Beth Lakmann…………………..526-4424                                                                                 

                                                 music@seasholmen.org 

Secretary, Sandy Jerue ................................................. 526-4424 

                                                    office@seasholmen.org 

Sister Jean ..........................................................................................  

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am 

Weekday: 8:30am 

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8am-4pm, Fri. 8am - noon 

Gluten Free Hosts: St. Elizabeth’s has gluten free hosts available. 

Please contact Fr. Parr, and he will make the necessary 

arrangements. 

SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.  

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are 

to attend a  session early in the pregnancy.  

Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This 

takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be 

made at least six months before the anticipated date. 

Anointing of the Sick: Individual celebrations upon request. 

Please call the office when family members are hospitalized. 

PASTORAL VISITATION 

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the 

parish office. 

CATECHUMENATE 

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited 

to visit the parish office.  

 

CARING AND SHARING 

Parish Council Members 

Alyson Haugen 

Jennifer Fisk 

Brian Clements 

Christine Olson 

Mary Lenz 

Kathy Nicklaus 

Bill Heinz 

Patty Heiderscheit 

Finance Council Members 

Larry Warzynski                         Shawn Handland 

Janice Dvoracek                          Barry Ploessl 

Pat Stephens 

Our annual Christmas Caring and Sharing event for our 

Food Pantry guests will take place on Friday,  

December 4

th

, 2020. Due to Covid-19, this year’s event 

will not involve a gathering of our guests. Instead, our 

Christmas elves/angels will prepare our fresh food 

packages, food boxes, and Christmas gift items ahead 

of time for each family. Our guests will receive specific 

times to come to church on the 4

th

 and will receive their 

items in a “drive-thru” fashion. This way we can spread 

the joy of Christmas without spreading any illnesses. 

We and our guests appreciate the generosity of all our 

parishioners in donating the food and the gifts that are 

provided to our guests. You truly bring the love and 

happiness of Christmas to these families in need. Thank 

you and God bless. 

 

At this time we are accepting donations of winter 

clothes in sizes adult through infants (no shoes or  

purses), toys, blankets, sheets, towels, socks, underwear, 

pajamas, coats, hats, gloves, and Christmas items. As 

always, since they are Christmas gifts, they should be in 

new or like-new condition. 

DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 

Every registered parishioner should 

have received the pledge card for the 

Annual Appeal in the mail. If not, 

please contact the parish office. You 

may also pledge online: diolc.org/

donate-online 

Please return your pledge as soon as 

possible. You may make a one-time gift 

or recurring payments.  

Please visit our website at: seasholmen.org to view the 

Appeal video. 

No pledge is too big or too small. Prayers are also 

welcome. Thank you for your  

stewardship to the greater church. 

PLEASE NOTE 

Thank you for remembering to call in your reservations 

for Weekend Masses.  If you have “permanent”  

reservations, please call us if you are NOT going to 

attend or if the number attending changes so we can 

give your spot to someone else.  

Also, we ARE STILL in need of Hospitality Ministers 

for each of the Masses, so please contact Carol 

Reider if you are willing to serve in this capacity. We 

cannot have Mass without individuals willing to step 

up for this most important ministry. Thank you. 



NEWLY BAPTIZED  

CALENDAR  

Sunday, October 25          30th Sunday in  

     Ordinary Time 

8:00 am Mass                        People of SEAS 

10:15am     Mass      †  Harmon & Lucille Sacia 

 

 

Monday, October 26  Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass                †        Cecil Rochester 

 

Tuesday, October 27   Weekday   

8:30 am      Mass     †   Angeline Haug 

 

Wednesday, October 28   Sts. Simon and Jude, 

      Apostles 

8:30 am      Mass                †        Joni Kubiak 

6:30 pm 9th Grade Faith Formation in church         

 

Thursday, October 29   Weekday 

8:30 am       Mass           †  Cecil Rochester 

 

Friday, October 30    Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass     †   Angeline Haug 

      

 

Saturday, October 31    Weekday 

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                                Vigil:  All Saints Day 

5:00 PM Mass                †       William Druliner 

 

 

Sunday, November 1 All Saints Day 

8:00 am Mass               †       Victor and Catherine Wolf    

10:15am     Mass  People of SEAS 

6:30 pm Confirmation Session in church 
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REDISCOVER THE SAINTS 

Today, we welcome,  

Josephine June Thatcher, 

daughter of Caleb and Briana Thatcher 

and 

Dale Michael Johnson, 

             son of Ryan and Nicolette Johnson, 

     to our faith community in the celebration of Baptism. 

It is now our privilege to help these children grow in 

faith. We have a great gift of faith to share.  

On All Saints’ Day, we will be giving away the book 

“Rediscover the Saints: Twenty-five Questions That Will 

Change Your Life” by Matthew Kelly. In this book,  

Matthew Kelly uses the lives of the saints to help us 

raise and ponder questions about our own lives. With 

25 questions answered by 25 saints, they show us what 

is possible, and they help us look deeper into ourselves.  

Pick up a copy for yourself and look at the saints in a 

whole new light…as your teachers, your mentors, your 

friends.  The books will be available in the gathering 

place on the weekend of Oct. 31/Nov. 1.  One copy 

per family please.  

In Catholic tradition, November has been the month to 

remember loved ones who have died. The book of 

eternal life will be placed near the altar up front on 

November 1. All parishioners are invited to list the 

name of their loved ones and the date they entered 

into eternal life. Also, during the month of November, 

there will be candles near altar that honor those  

members of our parish family who died on November 

1, 2019 through October 31, 2020. 

Please remember in your prayers: 

 

Aaron Pelowski    1 November 2019 

Larry Roberts     5 November 2019 

Wilma Worthington    6 November 2019   

Rodney Clark             29 November 2019  

Jeannine Auricchio  25 December 2019 

Patrice Gatzlaff  26 December 2019  

Susan Amundsen  14 January 2020 

Marian McKenzie  15 February 2020 

Jack Kruse     8 April 2020 

Ernie Modjeski   17 April 2020 

Jerome Malin     8 May 2020 

Emily Campbell  24 May 2020 

Leona Ostrander    7 July 2020 

DeEtte Gillmeister  31 July 2020 

Sharon Clark   29 September 2020  

Sara Balaker   30 September 2020 

Kenneth White   10 October 2020 

 

  

On Monday, November 2nd during the 8:30 am Mass, 

names of the deceased listed above, will be called as 

family members who are present will come forward to 

light a candle in his/her memory. Please join us. Social 

distancing and masks are required. 

 

Remember to turn your 

clocks back  

October 31st. 
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Contact Jim Byrne to place an ad today! 
jbyrne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2596

Bill’s Automotive
LIGHT TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

1503 Holmen Dr. • Holmen, WI  54636
LUBE - TUNEUPS - EXHAUST - TIRES 

ALIGNMENT - DIAGNOSTICS

BILL BERANEK         608-526-3077

 

ONALASKA • 782-1252
 LA CROSSE LA CRESCENT 
 782-1252 895-2518

Barry Ploessl, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
814 S Main Street, Suite D
Holmen, WI 54636
Bus. 608-526-9364
barry.ploessl@edwardjones.com

Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963

‘Living the Dream’

Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.

Dickinson Family Funeral Homes & crematory

www.dickinsonfuneralhomes.com
La Crosse  •  Onalaska  •  Holmen

WALTER PRODUCTS
313 N. Star Road

Holmen, WI 54636
608-526-4117

La Crosse Area: 
(608) 782-4035

Winona Area: 
(507) 454-3001

Weekend Breakfast Sat and Sun 7am to noon 
Sunday Breakfast Buffet Includes Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 

Ham, American Fries, French Toast Sticks, Fresh Fruit, 
Danish, and Croissants.

Menu also available.        504 N. HOLMEN DR.

 Brandon Haugen 
 Office: 608.781.7120 
 Cell: 608.385.4831 
 Parish Member
No Pressure, Personal Approach to Potential Buyers/Sellers

608-781-0924
www.sitarasalon.com 

W6822 Hilltop Drive • Onalaska, WI 54650

Andy’s Main Street Auto 
Lt. Truck & Auto Repair

BRAKES, TUNE-UP, EXHAUST, TIRES
604 So. Main • Holmen, WI
608-526-3131

Serving the area’s flooring needs since 1970
Find us on Hwy. 35 between Onalaska and Holmen

783-1088 or www.Floorcraftersonline.com

Roofing • Siding • Remodels • New Construction 
Jim Caulum • (608) 780-0949

Mark Hein DVM

608-526-2200

W7683 Old Hwy 93 
Holmen, WI 54636

24 Hr.  Emergency Service

947 Riders Club Rd | Onalaska, WI
(608) 783-3750

Visit us at: www.carpetstogo.com

 First Choice

Michael Richgels
Broker/Owner
(608) 781-7669 - office
(608) 780-4127 - cell

757 Sand Lake Rd • Onalaska, WI 54650

608-526-1635

 
Steven Books, fic  

steven.books@kofc.org 
 715-279-2562

Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance 
Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Steven P. Doyle
Johns Flaherty & Collins

“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”

205 5th Ave S 784-5678


