
 

Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

October 31, 2021 

Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father  

almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all things visible and invisible. I believe 

in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only  

Begotten Son of God, born of the Father 

before all ages. God from God, Light 

from Light, true God from true God,  

begotten, not made, consubstantial with 

the Father; through him all things were 

made. For us men and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, and by the 

Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 

Mary, and became man. For our sake he 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he 

suffered death and was buried, and 

rose again on the third day in  

accordance with the Scriptures. He  

ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead and his kingdom will have 

no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with 

the Father and the Son is adored and 

glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic 

and apostolic Church. I confess one  

Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I 

look forward to the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. 

Amen.  

Stewardship Prayer 

God our Creator, 

you made us all that we are and gave us all    

that we have. Help us to live a life of  

gratitude  by using your gifts to serve others 

in your name.  

Jesus my Redeemer, 

you call us to share your life by loving  

service to others. Grant us the courage to 

live as your disciples. 

Holy Spirit of God, 

fire our hearts with your love and make us 

good and generous stewards of your life 

within us.  

We pray Lord, 

that you open the minds and hearts of all 

the people of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, 

that we may joyfully accept your call to live 

as stewards of your abundant gifts for our 

salvation and your greater glory.   Amen. 

GOSPEL   

READING II   

Psalm Response: I love you Lord my strength. 

READING I   

Opening Hymn 

Seek Ye First        Karen Lafferty�

�

1.  Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his �

righteousness. And all these things shall be added                                      

unto you.  �

Allelu, alleluia.�

�

2.  Ask and it shall be given unto you; seek, and ye 

shall find; Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.  

Allelu, alleluia.�

�

3.  You do not live by bread alone, but by every word.�

That proceeds from the mouth of God.  �

Allelu, alleluia.�
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THE BANE AND BLESSED 

Years ago I taught a course on the Catholic moral life to sophomores at Regis High School in Eau Claire. We 

viewed and discussed the movie The Elephant Man. It takes place in the 19

th

 century and is the true story about John 

Merrick who suffers from a hideous disease that disfigures him terribly and makes him a circus freak.  He is  

befriended by Frederick Treves, a medical doctor. “The Elephant Man” never says a word to Treves or to anyone.  

Most people do not believe him to be human. But Treves believes John Merrick to be a human just like himself. But 

just when he is about to give up any attempt to communicate, John Merrick speaks, and in perfect English. He recites 

the King James Bible version of Psalm 23: 

 

  The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

  He leadeth beside the still waters. 

  He restoreth my soul: 

  He leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

                  I will fear no evil. 

 

Even though he had been trapped by a terrible disease and unspeakable cruelties, he had been nourished by 

words from God’s heart that had given him a heart of hope and forgiveness. Though he had known nothing but 

mockery and torture, his heart rested in green pastures and beside still waters. Though he faced nothing but the 

keenest trials and horrible hardships, he waited for the day when face to face he would see the God who is the 

source of all that is good, beautiful and lovable. Imprisoned not only in a cage for an animal but in his body, he 

waited not just for a new time sometime. John Merrick was not defeated by the sadness and suffering of the world, 

or being resigned to it. He realized that the Lord his shepherd called him to subdue the world, to bend it and shape 

it according to God’s call. John Merrick knew this is what God asked of him as the Lord led him “in paths of  

righteousness for his name’s sake.”   

 

I shared the movie with my sophomores because I wanted us to know that love is why we are here. And it is love 

that makes us know that “though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil.” It is love that 

will keep us walking through the valley, and will make saints of us all. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

Father John Parr 

 

Stewardship  

Today’s Gospel from Mark is extremely powerful. In 

this passage, Jesus tells us the two most important  

commandments:  Love the Lord your God and Love your 

neighbor as yourself. When you wonder what God 

wants from you, return to those words. When you  

wonder about a decision you need to make, return to 

those words. When you wonder about an action you 

are about to take, return to those words. Are your 

thoughts, words, and actions based on love of God and 

love of neighbor? Do you carry that love deep within 

you? Do you work on having a loving spirit toward all 

your sisters and brothers in Christ? For when we do 

these things, as Jesus tells us in this Gospel, we will not 

be far from the kingdom of God.   

Toys for Caring and Sharing 

We have completed our registrations 

with our guests for our Christmas 

Caring and Sharing, scheduled for 

Dec. 3. As we did last year, we are 

asking if anyone would like to be 

matched with a family in order to  

provide a few of the “wished for” toys for the children 

in that specific family. If you are interested in being 

matched with a family with children, please contact 

Carol at carol@seasholmen.org. So much joy was 

shared last year in this way! Our guests were so very 

grateful to you for helping spread the spirit of  

Christmas to the very youngest and neediest.   

Other general items we are in most need of at this time 

are new/gently used blankets, towels, mittens/

gloves, winter hats, socks, and sheets. These can be 

brought to church at any time. Thanks and God bless.  
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Lorraine Atkinson 

Renee Borkowski 

Rod and Linda Halvorson 

Sherry Hanson 

Julie Malin 

Bill Peters 

Ken Proctor 

Cindy Ritteman 

Bailey Rohrer 

Aubrey Scott 

Diane Scholze 

Phyllis Thaldorf 

Addison Quinn Usitalo 

 

 

All Souls Day-November 2, 2021 

In Catholic tradition, November has been the month to 

remember loved ones who have died. The book of 

eternal life will be placed near the altar on Nov. 1. All 

parishioners are invited to list the name of their loved 

ones and the date they entered into eternal life. Also, 

during the month of November, candles are lit to honor 

those members of our parish family who died  

November 1, 2020 through October 31, 2021. 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Mary Zastrow   28 October 2020 

Robert Brown   18 November 2020 

Judith Bockenhauer  23 November 2020 

Barry Schaller   24 November 2020 

James Ananis   11 December 2020 

William Patton  13 December 2020 

Mildred Meyers  18 December 2020 

Judith Hare   30 December 2020 

Leo Waldenberger  31 December 2020 

Michael Bruha     4 January 2021 

Debra Riechel   19 February 2021 

Mary Milisch   19 February 2021 

Krista Clements  28 February 2021 

Ruth Beranek   10 March 2021 

Emede Cote     3 May 2021 

Andrea Jessessky    9 May 2021 

Robert Langer   23 May  2021 

Mary Anne Heiderscheit 30 May 2021 

Sr. Bridget Donaldson  19 July 2021 

Joseph McCabe  26 August 2021 

Darlene Lamb   13 September 2021 

Donna Pedretti  13 September 2021 

Deanna Mason    2 October 2021 

On Tuesday, November 2nd during the 8:30 am Mass, 

names of the deceased listed above will be called as  

family members who are present will come forward to 

light a candle in his/her memory. Following the Mass will 

be a light reception. All are welcome to join us. 

SEAS Christmas Bazaar 2021  

The PCCW Annual Christmas Bazaar will 

be held this year on Sat., Nov. 13

th

 from 

8:30am - 1:30pm. The Bazaar will consist 

of a cash raffle, bake sale, country store, 

and themed baskets. Though a bit smaller 

in size than in past years, we hope our parishioners will 

support it greatly. Because of the uncertainty of Covid 

there will not be a luncheon served this year. However, 

gourmet coffees, hot chocolate and fresh cinnamon rolls 

will be available for purchase/take-out.  

Donations accepted at this time are baking items (see 

list and sign-up in gathering place) and items for the 

Country Store such as handmade mittens, quilts, linens, 

crafts and seasonal décor. Please, label your new or 

like-new items for Bazaar when dropping off in the 

office or kitchen. Contact the parish office with any 

questions. 

Below is the schedule for lefse, caramel and pie  

baking dates to mark on your calendars. 

Lefse: Nov. 4th at 9am 

Caramels: Nov. 5th and Turtles: Nov. 6th at 11am 

Pies:  Nov. 11th and 12th at 9am 

Volunteer signups are in the gathering place. 

Bazaar Cash Raffle tickets will be handed out after 

Masses this weekend. Top Prize: $500.00, 2nd prize -  

$100.00 gift card to Holmen Locker, 3rd prize - $100 

gift card to KwikTrip, 4th and 5th prizes (2 of each) 

are $50 to Features and Pizza Corral. Tickets are 

$2.00 each or 11 for $20. Need not be present to win. 

Food Pantry Meeting 

There will be a Food Pantry meeting on Thursday, 

November 18

th

 at 6:00 pm in the gathering place at 

Church. Please bring your calendars as we will be 

working on our Rotary Lights dates. We ask that all 

Caring and Sharing volunteers attend the first part of the 

meeting. We will be reviewing schedules and  

directions. See you there!  

 

Important Faith Formation Dates 

Wednesday, November 3rd is the All Saints Day party 

for the First Grade students (hosted by the Eighth 

Grade students). All First Graders are invited to dress 

up as their favorite saint. During the party, First  

Graders travel around the room to “meet the saints” -

the 8th graders dressed as their favorite saints, telling 

about their lives. Anyone who is interested in joining us 

may come. 

 

Sun., Nov. 7 - Pre-K and Kindergarten Sunday School 

at the Children’s Palace  9:15am-10am 

Sun., Nov. 7 - Grade 9 retreat at church 10am-3:30pm 

Sun., Nov. 7 - Grade 10 Confirmation mentor session III 

at church 6:30pm 

When requesting that an individual be added to our prayer 

list, you must have the consent of the individual or their family 

for their name to be published. Contact the parish office to 

add and to remove requests. Thank you.  
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Knights of Columbus 

October Knight of the Month-Jon Henk 

For his master lumberjack skills he used to 

help the parish cut down some diseased 

trees in front of the church.  

 

Family of the Month-Brian and Angie LaFleur Family 

The whole family was involved in helping to set up  

and run the Packer Tailgate Party. Thank you for  

sharing your time and talents with the parish. 

 

CALENDAR 

Sunday, October 31       31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 am Mass                          †    Mark Phillips  

10:15am     Mass                 People of SEAS 

 

Monday, November 1   All Saints Day 

Not a Holy Day of Obligation - Parish Office Closed 

8:30 am      Mass                        †       William Scholze  

 

Tuesday, November 2    All Souls’ Day 

No Food Pantry Today 

8:30 am      Mass                †  Emily Campbell 

 

Wednesday, November 3    Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass                   † Charles and Theresa Brueggen     

5:30 pm Choir practice 

6:30 pm Faith Formation classes  

 

Thursday, November 4            St. Charles Borromeo 

8:30 am       Mass             Special Intention for Ariel Volden 

9:00 am Lefse making for Bazaar 

 

Friday, November 5     Weekday 

8:30 am      Mass                 †  Mary Arnoldy  

11:00 am Caramel making for Bazaar 

 

Saturday, November 6    Weekday 

11:00 am Making Turtles for Bazaar 

4:00 pm      Sacrament of Penance 

                               Vigil:  32nd Sunday in  Ordinary Time 

5:00 PM       People of SEAS 

 

 

Sunday, November 7      32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 am Mass          †    Benno and Barbara Scholze 

9:15 am Wee Believe Sunday School                        

10:15am     Mass                 †  John Emerson 

Congratulations  

 Drake and Bridget  

Kulmaczewski 

as they enter  

into the covenant of  

marriage.  

May they grow in love for the Lord and for each other. 

In Memory of Sister Bridget Donaldson OSB 

For thirty-seven years Sister Bridget served our parish and 

touched the Gospel to the lives of many people in our  

community and beyond. We miss her dearly. Many  

people have asked how to honor her and what can be 

done to establish a fitting and permanent memorial to her 

and God’s good work in her. 

 

The pastoral council has considered various options. At the 

October meeting the council enthusiastically supported the 

commissioning of a sculpture called The Last Supper by 

sculptor Timothy Schmalz of Canada. As can be seen in the  

accompanying photo the sculpture depicts our Lord at  

table giving himself to us in the Breaking of Bread 

(Eucharist).  The twelve empty seats invite people to sit at 

Christ’s table to be fed with his body and blood and to be 

his disciples in the world today. 

 

St. James Parish in Eau Claire commissioned the work  

several years ago and it can be viewed outside the parish 

church. Sister Bridget saw the work of art and was deeply  

impressed by it and joyful in her praise. 

 

Those of us who had the good fortune to know  

Sister Bridget recognize two essentials in her life:  her  

hunger for Christ in Eucharist and her hunger to welcome 

him in the stranger and the unexpected guest. The  

sculpture opens our eyes to Christ in the Eucharist and finds 

in Eucharist the strength to serve him in the least and little. 

 

We invite you to honor Sister Bridget through your  

contribution to this work of art. At the same time your  

contribution will inspire generations of people to see Christ 

in the Eucharist and in the least of our sisters and brothers. 

 

The sculpture costs about $27,000. The table, stools,  

installation and landscaping will bring the total cost to 

about $60.000. When sufficient funds are donated, the 

parish will commission Mr. Schmalz. He estimates about one 

year for the work to be completed. 

 

This month of November we pray for Sister Bridget and all 

our beloved dead. May the angels and saints come to 

meet them. 

 

We thank you for your contribution to this important effort.  

Please make your gift payable to the parish but be sure to 

indicate that is offered in memory of Sister Bridget. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Pastoral Council 

Father John Parr  

 

Please Note:  A model of the 

sculpture is on display in the 

gathering area. Please stop and  

take look! 
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“Seeing a lawyer doesn’t have to be stressful”
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Machines Inc.
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 LaCrosse, WI • Rochester, MN 
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Closing Hymn 

City of God 

Dan Schutte 

 

1. Awake from your slumber! Arise from your sleep! 

A new day is dawning for all those who weep. 

The people in darkness have seen a great light. 

The Lord of our longing has conquered the night. 

 

Refrain 

Let us build the city of God. May our tears be turned into dancing! 

For the Lord, our light and our love, has turned the night into day! 

 

2. We are sons of the morning; we are daughters of day. 

The One who has loved us has brightened our way. 

The Lord of all kindness has called us to be 

a light for his people to set their hearts free. 

 

3. God is light; in him there is no darkness. 

Let us walk in his light, his children, one and all. 

O comfort my people; make gentle your words. 

Proclaim to my city the day of her birth. 

 

4. O city of gladness, now lift up your voice! 

Proclaim the good tidings that all may rejoice! 

 

Text: Based on Isaiah 9; 40:1–9; 1 John 1. Text and music © 1981, OCP. All rights 

reserved. 

November 1st and 2nd 

**The Parish Office will be closed 

Mon., Nov. 1-All Saints Day* 

Communion Hymn 

Offertory Hymn 

O God, You Search Me 

Bernadette Farrell 

 

1. O God, you search me and you know me. 

All my thoughts lie open to your gaze. 

When I walk or lie down you are before me: 

Ever the maker and keeper of my days. 

 

2. You know my resting and my rising. 

You discern my purpose from afar, 

And with love everlasting you besiege me: 

In ev’ry moment of life or death, you are. 

 

3. Before a word is on my tongue, Lord, 

You have known its meaning through and through. 

You are with me beyond my understanding: 

God of my present, my past and future, too. 

 

4. Although your Spirit is upon me, 

Still I search for shelter from your light. 

There is nowhere on earth I can escape you: 

Even the darkness is radiant in your sight. 

 

5. For you created me and shaped me, 

Gave me life within my mother’s womb. 

For the wonder of who I am, I praise you: 

Safe in your hands, all creation is made new. 

 

Text: Based on Psalm 139. Text and music © 1992, Bernadette 

Farrell. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. 

A Mass for the Dead will be celebrated on All Souls’ 

Day, Tues., Nov. 2, in the Saint Francis of Assisi  

Mausoleum Chapel of the Catholic Cemetery,  

519 Losey Boulevard South, at 5:15 p.m. A plenary  

indulgence, under the usual circumstances, can be 

gained for the souls in purgatory by the Christian  

faithful who, within November 1-8, devoutly visits a 

cemetery and prays for the dead.  Monsignor Robert 

Hundt will be the celebrant.  All are invited to attend. 


