St. Mary!
1812 Lynn Avenue!
Altoona, WI 54720 !
7158551294 !
www.stmarysaltoona.com!

St. Raymond of Peñafort
E10455 Mallard Road !
Fall Creek, WI 54742 !
7158773400
www.straymond.us!
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Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of

ST. MARY9 ST. RAYMOND
OF PEÑAFORT
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November 17 through November 25!
Sat., Nov. 17!
4:00p! SM!
† Carol Mayer!
!
!
6:00p ! SR!
† Dennis Smith!
Sun., Nov. 18!
8:30a ! SR!
†
!
!
11:00a! SM!
† Cherie & Stephen Boley!
!
!
1:00p! SM!
† Mary Anne Ganruda!
Mon., Nov. 19! !!! No Mass !!!!
Tue., Nov. 20!
10:30a! SM!
† Marcellene Zona!
Wed., Nov. 21 ! !!! No Mass !!!!
Thu., Nov. 22!
9:00a! SR!
Elaine Welin!
Fri., Nov. 23!
!!! No Mass !!!!
Sat., Nov. 24!
4:00p! SM!
† Bernie Schultz!
!
!
6:00p! SR!
† Paul Krippner!
Sun., Nov. 25!
8:30a! SR!
† Dianne Beidel!
!
!
11:00a! SM!
Doreen Bauer!
!
!
1:00p! SM!
SM & SR Parishioners!
!

!

!
!

S   R  !
!

!
!

!

Thursday!
Saturday !

E

7:009:00p!
SR  Canceled November 22!
10:00a12:00p ! SM!

  E   A !

!

Pastor!

Parochial Vicar!

Fr. Derek Sakowski!
7158551294 ext. 101!

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek!
7158551294 ext. 140!

frsakowski@gmail.com!

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com!

!
!

Tuesday !
Thursday!

5:009:00p !
5:0010:00p!

!

SM!
SR  Canceled November 22!

B S D!
Please submit informa8on for the bulle8n to the parish oﬃce by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.!

Rectory: 7155145113!
FORMED.ORG Parish Code: JR6NZW ! The Catholic Faith. On Demand.!

Vol. 3 • No. 46 !

Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Penance, Healing, & Renewal!
!

Earlier this month, several of you joined
the U.S. bishops in prayer and fas8ng for
renewal in the Church. Thank you!!
Do penance. Engage in acts of selfdenial
as an outward sign and instrument of inner renewal. This was the message of John
the Bap8st (MaAhew 3:8). It was the ﬁrst
message of Jesus in his preaching of the
Kingdom (Mark 1:15). It was the message of Paul when he urged
us to crucify the desires of our ﬂesh (Gala8ans 5:24). For centuries, Chris8ans embraced serious acts of penance as a normal
part of discipleship: allnight prayer vigils, periods of fas8ng, pilgrimages to holy sites, and so forth.!
During the last ﬁve decades, penance has virtually vanished from
Chris8an life. A liAle in Lent and that’s it. My smart phone proves
the point. I tried using voicetotext to speak the word
“penance,” and it simply would not cooperate: Pennants. Pendants. Pendulum. Penmanship. Seriously, “penmanship?” Apparently even the lost art of handwri8ng is more common in our
digital age than selfdenial.!
Our culture has been one of regular selfgra8ﬁca8on. The result
has been the steady corrosion of healthy rela8onships, and serious scandals  including those people we should be able to trust
the most. We priests and bishops are called to even more self
denial than others. We are supposed to be signs to the world
that the Kingdom of God is so much more real than these passing
pleasures. We have oMen let people down. Trust has been damaged, and needs to be restored.!
Restoring trust includes “talking about the tough stuﬀ.” That is
something healthy families do. It has not always happened in
Catholic ins8tu8ons. Our people have every right to hear our
bishops and Pope Francis talk openly about these problems.!
But talk alone will not suﬃce. To quote the wisdom of Stephen
Covey: “You can’t talk your way out of a problem that you behaved yourself into.” Thankfully, we can add the insight of his
son: you can behave your way out of the problem you behaved
yourself into. Trust can be restored by consistent behavior.!
Part of “behaving” may include more resigna8ons or removals of
bishops from oﬃce. But there is no “one and done” solu8on
here, no utopian structure that will magically make human sinfulness go away. To be fully human means being fully free. The
choice to be healthy and holy must be renewed each day. !
The real baAleground is the human heart. We live in a confused
and disconnected age in which most human beings in aﬄuent
countries have developed a distorted understanding of what it
means to be human, what it means to love, what sexuality is for,
and what cons8tutes healthy rela8onships. Many people do not
experience a harmony of body, mind, and spirit in their lifestyle
choices or in their rela8onships. This dysfunc8on and disconnected way of living has infected Catholics of all walks of life.!
Some have suggested that priests geRng married would somehow solve the problem. I totally disagree. Marriage is no solu8on
to sexual dysfunc8on. Some8mes married people ﬁgure that

their mate will make their emp8ness, wounds, fears, or insecuri8es go away. Not true. Marriage does not heal old wounds  that
is not what marriage is for! Likewise, some young men ﬁgure that
the grace of Holy Orders will heal their old wounds. Not so. In
both cases, the wounds worsen. We then become wounded
wounders. When priests are wounded wounders, the opportunity to wound is worse.!
Our society believes the lie that sexual gra8ﬁca8on is a “need.”
There are many things we are convinced (in the moment of
tempta8on) that we “need”  sex, junk food, an impulse buy,
approval from others, etc. Underneath the urges can be found
our deeper and truer desires: to know that all will be well, to feel
connected, to feel wanted, and to be a child of God. We deﬁnitely need those things in life, and if we stop paying aAen8on to our
emo8onal and spiritual needs, we might ﬁnd ourselves driMing
into some ugly behaviors  even if we are priests.!
Penance is quite helpful in laying bare the deeper desires of our
heart. As we begin to say “yes” and “no” with fuller freedom, we
rediscover the harmony of body, mind, and spirit. Healing in one
area cannot happen without paying aAen8on to the others.!
Penance also is a wonderful way of expressing the communion of
the saints  our oneness and solidarity in Christ. Even if I myself
am not the perpetrator, by doing penance I am proclaiming, “I
belong to the people of God!” Like Moses atop the mountain or
like Jesus in the desert, we suﬀer for the sins of the whole community and pray for God to win the victory in every human heart.!
Our “old self” will not go down quietly. Part of us will always rebel repeatedly against the newness that Christ brings. That epic
struggle, that baAletothedeath, is part of the human experience. It must be fought by saints of all walks of life: monks, nuns,
priests, bishops, married men and women, widows and widowers, elderly, disabled, teens, and children.!
In two weeks, we begin another Advent. These days, sadly, the
days of December, oMen include more selfindulgence rather
than less. But we are free to say “no!” to the commercialism and
busyness of the secular season. Saying “no” to at least some
commitments and some pleasures will free up our heart to give a
much more intense “yes!” to our newborn King.!

Sacraments
Bapsm: Parents should request the bapsm of their infants at least two months prior to the ancipated date of !
bapsm. A class for parents is required. See your parish
website for more informaon, to download forms, and to
see upcoming bapsmal class dates.!
!

Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebraon of
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the
me of formal engagement or at least six months prior to
the ancipated date of marriage. !
!

Anoinng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have
been sick for a long period of me should receive the !
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy Communion. Please call one
of the parish oﬃces to make arrangements.!

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News!

Family Faith Forma*on!

Mass Time!
There will NOT be Mass at St. Mary’s on Wednesday, November
21st or Friday, November 23rd. There WILL be Mass on Thanksgiving Day at St. Raymond’s, Thursday, November 22nd at 9am.!
Oﬃce Hours!
Due to the Holiday the parish oﬃce will be closed from Wednesday 4pm, November 21st through Sunday, November 25th. !
Facebook Page!
Keep up to date with the latest on St. Mary’s Facebook page. !

A Blessed Thanksgiving to all our St. Mary’s families, children
and teens, from your Faith Forma8on Team! We are grateful for
each and every one of you. “ In all created things discern the
providence and wisdom of God, and in all things give Him
thanks.”  St. Teresa of Avila !

Widows/Widowers Blessings!
On the weekend of November 24th & 25th we will have a special
blessing aMer the Masses for Widows and Widowers in our Parish. Please sign up in the gathering space for this special blessing.!

Advent Day of Prayer!

To add a name, birth/due date, request a meal, or volunteer, call Emily Thurner at 7158643048. Please
pray for those who are expec8ng: Elizabeth Johnson and Lia Mayenschein. !

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week!
Adults!!$9,929.00!
Teens/Children!!$5.00!
Oﬀertory (Plate)!!$993.18!
Total Envelope & Plate!!$10,927.18!
Capital Campaign !!$2,608.67!
!

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:!
4:00pm  Volunteer and volunteer!
11:00am  Janet Fox and volunteer!
Last Week’s Scrip Informa)on!
Number of Orders!!12!
Amount Sold!!$2,325.00!
Proﬁt (approximately)!!$111.43!
Monthly Proﬁt!!$386.34!
Thank you!!

I would like to invite you to join me and your fellow parishioners for BEST ADVENT EVER, a free email program from Dynamic
Catholic. Advent is a 8me to prepare our hearts for Christmas,
but we oMen get distracted and busy. Don’t let this Advent pass
you by. Slow down and focus on what maAers most with BEST
ADVENT EVER. Each day, you will receive an email with short
inspira8onal videos from Allen Hunt and Dominick Albano,
prac8cal 8ps for your everyday life, and reallife stories to encourage you in your faith journey. All you have to do is sign up
at BESTADVENTEVER.COM.!

Parish Council of Catholic Women!

Please join us at St. Anthony Spirituality Center in Marathon, WI
on Sunday, December 9th from 9:00am4:00pm for our annual
Advent Day of Prayer. This year’s Advent Day of Prayer, Facilitated by Sr. Sandy SeAerlund, FSPA, will prepare us to journey with
Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem, pondering in our hearts, as
Mary did, what the Na8vity of the Lord means to each of us and
how we can honor the giMs of Jesus’ birth always. The day includes celebra8on of Sunday Mass as well as con8nental breakfast and the noon meal. The cost for this day is $45. Please call
St. Anthony’s at 7154432236 or visit sarcenter.com to register
for this day of prayer. If you would like to stay at St. Anthony’s
on the night before or aMer this event, please call to inquire the
cost and availability of overnight accommoda8ons. !

Elizabeth Ministry!

Best Advent Ever!

!

St. Mary’s PCCW is collec8ng Christmas giMs for area
children in need and also for men and women residing at the Altoona, Oakwood Villa Nursing Home. If
you would like to par8cipate, select a tag from the
Giving Tree located in the Narthex, purchase a giM
and return it unwrapped by Wednesday, December
5th. Please aAach the tag to your giM. Thank you so much for
giving. !

Prayer Chain!
For prayer inten8ons contact Janet Fox at 7155291587 or send
an email at generalbook@charter.net.!

S. M’ P S!

!
Parish Oﬃce!

7158551294, x 100!

!

Secretary (Part8me, bilingual)!
Jessica Ferrer!
7158551294, x 108!
 stmarypar@gmail.com !
!

Bookkeeper !

Bonnie Firkus
7158551294, x 146!
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com !

Family Faith Forma#on !

Jacqueline Van Hemert 4146986040!
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com !
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)!
Jacqueline Van Hemert
4146986040!
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com !

Maintenance !

Mike Marcon
7158551294, x 141!
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
!
St. Mary’s School
7158302278!
Carisa Smiskey, Principal!

L M!
Saturday, November 24, 4:00pm!
Lector!

J Spalding!

Servers!
A. Server!
S. Serve!
Ushers!
!

R Semerad, Z Niedzwiecki!
D Wogernese!
M Niedzwiecki!
W Liedl, J Hayden,!
P Connell, R Verdegan!

!

Sunday, November 25, 11:00am!
Lector!

J Satnik!

Servers!
A. Server!
S. Server!
Ushers!
! !

Ad Riccardi, D Riccardi!
J Fox!
J Fox!
D Kamrowski, D McNamara,!
R Smeltzer, !
F Chukwudelunzu!

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News!

Parish Council of Catholic Women!

Food Baskets!

Family Faith Forma)on!
All families in K10 are invited for FAMILY
ACTIVITY DAY on December 2 aMer Mass.
We will be playing Advent Bingo (with
prizes!) and making wooden Na8vity
sets.! Please join us!!!
Thanksgiving Week!
There will be no 8:00a Masses on November 20 & 22. There will be a Thanksgiving
Day Mass on November 22 at 9:00a.
There will be no Eucharis8c Adora8on or
Confessions on Thursday, November 22.!
Rosary!
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a. !

The PCCW par8cipates in the
Fall Creek Christmas Fair each
year. We ask all families to donate two batches of home
made Christmas Cookies and
deliver them by 6:30p on Thursday, November 29. There will be a brief PCCW
mee8ng that night and then we will
weigh and package cookies. This is a
great fundraiser for us! Thank you!!
Our Angel Tree is set up for you to take a
tag and return an unwrapped giM by December 1 & 2 for needy children.!

This Advent we will be collec8ng food for
St. Francis Food Pantry in Eau Claire.
Make it a family project! You can have
your kids raise money to purchase the
food and have them help you pick it out
at the grocery store. Then bring your non
perishable food items to church the four
weekends of Advent. Baskets will be
available for collec8ng the food in the

!

Homebound Visits!
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 7152257419.!
!

Prayer Chain!
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin via
email:
ewelin327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at
7152865171.
Mass Inten)ons:!
If you would like a Mass said for someone, please submit a $10 s8pend for each
inten8on. Also, please include whether
or not the individual is living or deceased.!
!

L M!
Saturday, November 24, 6:00p!
Lector!

A Christ!

Servers!
Ushers!

!
D Messerschmidt!
B Grzyb, D Sorge!

!

Sunday, November 25, 8:30a!
Lector!

B Lesniewski!
! B Gruba, C Rollins,!
! !
M Callaghan!
Servers!
T Falbo, E & J Wright!
Ushers!
D Olson, T Lindgren,!
! !
B Severinski, J Lesniewski!
Greeters! D, L, C & A Olson!
Counters!

Adver*ser of the Week!

!
!

Book of Remembrance!
The book of Remembrance will be displayed in our gathering space for the
month of November, tradi8onally the
month when we pray for the faithfully
departed. Please feel free to add a page
with your family and loved one’s names
so we can remember them in our prayers. !

New Pastoral Council Members!
Congratula8ons to Tom Falbo, Patrick
Gentry and John VeAerkind as our new
Pastoral Council members! The next Pastoral Council mee8ng will be Tuesday,
November 27. Please approach your Pastoral Council Members with any ques8ons or concerns to take to the mee8ng.!

The children will sing on Christmas eve at
St. Raymond’s and your child is invited to
join the choir! Prac8ces will be December
5, 12 & 19 from 5:005:45p. Please contact Sydney Alexander at 7158281687
with any ques8ons.!

Important Dates!
December 8, 8:30a  Holy Day Mass, Feast!
of the Immaculate Concep8on!
December 13, 7:00p  Penance Service!
December 25, 8:30a  Christmas Mass!

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week!
Adults!! $5,585.00!
Youth Envelopes!!$3.50!
Plate!!$356.66!
Capital Campaign!!$1,481.67!
Building Fund Envelopes!!$445.00!
Total Envelope and Plate!!$7,871.83!

S. R!"#’ P S!

C F!

Parish Secretary!

(New to this corner of the bullen: We
will highlight a part of our Parish that
you may not know about)!
!

Julie Graaskamp!!
7158773400!
 straymondparish@gmail.com!

Bookkeeper !

Bonnie Firkus
7155330629!
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com!

Family Faith Forma#on !
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 7158358840!
 macallaghan115@gmail.com!

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)!
Sydney Alexander !
7158281687!
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com!

Maintenance!
Robert Grzyb
7154929677!
 autobobs@outlook.com!

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)!
Alecia Plaetz! !
5078289320!
 plaetza@gmail.com!

!

Children’s Christmas Choir!

PriestinResidence!
Fr. John Schultz!
7152710018!
 schultzjohna@gmail.com!

Parish Smartphone App!
A very useful app to keep yourself up to
date on parish happenings is located
right on your phone! We have had the
parish app available for a couple of years
now and it is very handy for when you
are on the go! It is loaded with lots of
resources to link to your parish. Just go
to the App Store and download MyParishCatholic Life Every Day onto your
smartphone or device. Search for St.
Mary or St. Raymond Parish. App includes: Mass 8mes, how to make a good
confession, helpful prayer lis8ng, weekend homilies, bulle8ns, latest news and
calendar of events, Daily Readings, and
so much more! !

!
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Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93
Eau Claire

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655

www.chilsonsubaru.com
715-833-1111
www
www.toppers.com

Don Pagliaro Construction
Custom Carpentry & Remolding
Free estimates
Call Don 630-303-8719

MP# 682390

Maureen
Anderson
Director

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS
* Glass tabletops
* Mirrors cut to size
* Storm window and screen repair
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures
* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings

715-286-2222
312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Trenton Berg Toll Free 1-866-715-2250
Director and www.Andersonfhaugusta.com
Pre-need Insurance Agent

Monuments
& Markers

The Way Nature Intended
www.castlerockfarms.net
ORGANIC CREAMLINE MILK,
CHEESE & ICE CREAM
(715) 597-0085
Carla@castlerockfarms.net

Know Your Farmer
Know Your Food Source
HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Making
ng Refrigeration
R
Kool Again

Brackett Ave. 715-831-1060
Golf Rd.
715-514-4655

FRED KOSIER - Owner

715.210.2321

All your walk-in coolers, freezers, self -contained refrigeration, ice
machine,air conditioning, service & scheduled maintenance needs.

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn
FUNERAL & C REMATION SERVICES
www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703

715-832-8301

715-832-6171

1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI

715-834-4456
Cremation Society of Wisconsin

Stokes, Prock & Mundt
Funeral Chapel

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered brokerdealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720

www.cremationsociety-wi.com
715-834-6411
715-832-3428

JULSON’S
Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today!
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

Auto Service

Eau Claire

Domestic • Foreign

Catholic Radio
Station- AM 1050

“Complete Auto Service”

Celebrating
49 Years of Service

1505 Western Ave.
Eau Claire

715-834-5832
Jim & Steve Julson

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION

TAX

SERVICE

(715) 830-7444

1122 Birch St., Eau Claire 715-832-1534
New Client Discount $10

www.ATSservicecenter.com

715-835-7290 • Landscape Designs
Paver Patios • Retaining Walls

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN
EAR
Want help to be a great parent?
Wan
We’ll mentor & teach you AND you’ll receive
diapers, formula, clothing & much more.

715-832-1222 • permarsecurity.com
ity

2600 Stein Blvd. Eau Claire
PREGNANCY CARE CENTER (715) 834-5254 • applepcc.org

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800

38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI
www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

CANCUN
MEXICAN GRILL

LANNIGAN’S
HEATING & COOLING
Residential & Commercial

• Sales • Service • Installation

Open 7 Days a Week
H
2120 Highland
Ave. • Eau Claire

Foster Bar & Grill

Krische Law Office

715-835-0745
1127 Bellevue Ave. • Eau Claire

Carpet • Vinyl • Ceramic
Wood Flooring • Area Rugs

Family Owned Since 1976

Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

Homemade Pizza’s • Specialty Burgers

715-318-2737

OPEN 11AM TO 2AM DAILY
Downtown Foster

21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

Celebrating 24 years in Business

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Mike & Cheryl Corneiller

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

839-8048
1804 Rudolph Road

St. Mary, Altoona, WI

A 4C 02-0290

