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Sat., Mar. 2




Sun., Mar. 3




Mon., Mar. 4
Tue., Mar. 5
Wed., Mar. 6 


Thu., Mar. 7


Fri., Mar. 8
Sat., Mar. 9


Sun., Mar. 10







March 2 through March 10
9:00a SM
† Kip Schultz
4:00p SM
† Denny O’Donahoe
6:00p  SR
SR & SM Parishioners
8:30a  SR
Travis Family
11:00a SM

1:00p SM
† Janet Wa, Caballero
²²² No Mass ²²²
8:00a SR
† Gene Pulvermacher
9:00a SM
† Gordon & Lorna Keeler
7:00p SR
† Harold, Frances & Rick Bohl
8:00a SR
† Ed Duﬀy Family
2:00p 
Mass at The Classic
9:00a SM
† Emily Hein
4:00p SM
† Michael Bauer
6:00p SR
† Mary Gentry
8:30a SR
Phyllis Carney
11:00a SM
† Damir & MaKaylyn 


Muharemouic
1:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
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Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113

Thursday
Saturday 

E

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM

  E   A 






Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p

SM
SR
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Please submit informa;on for the bulle;n to the parish oﬃce by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
Ready to be Transformed?
May the Lord’s peace be with you!
I wrote a month ago about being prepared
for each Sunday Mass. Well, this coming
Wednesday marks the beginning of the
Church’s longest ;me period of prepara;on of the year: Lent. 
Most people give me a scoﬃng or at least
a puzzled look when I say (as I oCen do)
that Lent is my favorite season of the Church year. It has taken
me a while to ﬁgure out how to ar;culate to those LentͲha;ng
skep;cs what it is I love so much about Lent. The short answer is:
“Because Lent has repeatedly and consistently been the ;me
that I feel closest to God.” Thus, it has been the cause of some of
the greatest joys of my life. 
I think many people mistakenly see Lent as a ;me of selfͲ
imposed suﬀering in the form of not doing the things they like or
ea;ng the chocolate they love. But that has not been my experience. Yes, prayer, fas;ng, and almsgiving (the three ‘disciplines’
of Lent) are not usually “fun” in the common use of that word.
But they have been for me, since my childhood, not the source of
“fun,” but the source of something much be,er: happiness.
I’ll give you an example. For most of my childhood I can remember my family entering into Lent with what many people would
say are “harsh” penances. But we’d do them together, as a family. One of these “inhumane” penances that we would undergo
was no TV or computer/video games for Lent. We may have, on
an occasional Sunday, watched a short movie about a Saint, but
that was it. 40+ days of zero screenͲinvolved entertainment.
Again, when I have told people about this, most of them give me
the same look they’d give someone who claims to have seen li,le
green men jump out of a ﬂying saucer: “You all are crazy.” Perhaps yes, but our Lenten prac;ces are not the reason why. But
you know what? Although we kids complained and deemed this
family penance as something akin to cruel and unusual punishment, aCer the ﬁrst couple of weeks, we actually liked it. The
reason, I suspect, is because “no TV” gave us a greater giC: Time
with each other. I spent the most quality ;me with my parents
and siblings during the season of Lent. Instead of vegging in front
of a screen, we’d play board games, listen to radio shows together (these shows, I am sure, helped develop my imagina;on abili;es), play outside, learn new hobbies (I built many model rockets
during Lent), and pray the rosary every day. One of my favorite
family prayer prac;ces was praying the Sta;ons of the Cross together on Fridays during Lent. We’d turn oﬀ the lights in our living room, light 14 candles, and aCer medita;ng on each of the 14
Sta;ons, while singing a verse of the Stabat Mater in La;n, one of
the kids would snuﬀ out a candle. Toward the end, my dad needed a small ﬂashlight to read the medita;ons. ACer the last Sta;on and the snuﬃng of the last candle, the room would be completely dark, giving us all a live drama;c experience of being buried with Jesus in the tomb and of the spiritual darkness of Mary
and the Apostles. I will always fondly remember this devo;onal
prac;ce. And I am grateful that my parents were so “mean” and
“crazy” each Lent. For the ﬁrst couple of weeks aCer Easter, I

hardly wanted to watch TV anymore. I think my siblings and I
understood intui;vely that TV could not compete with the real
happiness we had a,ained while foregoing it. 
Brothers and sisters in Christ: We have three or four days before
the holy season of Lent begins. Will we make it a ;me of enduring transforma;on or will it be another mediocre display of our
culture’s unwillingness to sacriﬁce unimportant things so as to
discover and deepen our grasp on the truly essen;al things: our
rela;onship with God, ;me with our family, happiness, prayer,
holiness? Our merciful Lord and Holy Mother Church have given
us another opportunity to turn away from sin and worthless distrac;ons and to experience the Good News: That Jesus Christ
loves us, to the point of willingly undergoing suﬀering and even
death to redeem us. Will we accept Jesus’ invita;on to pray, fast,
and give of ourselves to others with Him these next several
weeks? 
I just ﬁnished reading the book The Biggest Lie in the History of
Chris;anity by Ma,hew Kelly. One of the ﬁnal chapters is en;tled “Our Dirty Li,le Secret.” The secret is that we Chris;ans
don’t actually want to cooperate with God’s work of transforming us into “theͲveryͲbestͲversionͲofͲourselves.” We don’t want
God to turn our lives upside down. Heck, we don’t even want to
stop watching TV for 40 measly days of our incredibly blessed
lives. We’d rather, as Ma,hew Kelly described it, have God
“tweak” our lives a li,le. We ask God to tweak a few things here
and there rather than asking Him to completely transform us.
Kelly concludes that this is why God doesn’t answer many of our
prayers, because, “God is not in the business of tweaking. God is
in the business of transforma;on.”
What are some ways that you can cooperate with God’s plan to
transform your life, rather than tweak it? I challenge you (and
myself!) to put into prac;ce at least one lifeͲchanging prac;ce
each in the areas of prayer, fas;ng, and almsgiving this Lent;
changes in your life that will truly prepare you (and your family)
for personally experiencing God’s most incredible work of transforma;on ever: Jesus’ Resurrec;on from the dead, the source of
our hope for true happiness. 

Sacraments
Bapsm: Parents should request the bapsm of their infants at least two months prior to the ancipated date of 
bapsm. A class for parents is required. See your parish
website for more informaon, to download forms, and to
see upcoming bapsmal class dates.


Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebraon of
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the
me of formal engagement or at least six months prior to
the ancipated date of marriage. 


Anoinng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have
been sick for a long period of me should receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy Communion. Please call one
of the parish oﬃces to make arrangements.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Forma%on

Bapsm Classes
Next Bap;sm prep classes are on Sunday, March 17 at 9:30a and
Sunday, May 19 at 9:30a. For more informa;on or to sign up,
please contact the Parish oﬃce. 
Plácas de Bausmo
Próxima plá;ca de bau;smo será domingo, 14 de abril a las 2p.
Para más información favor de comunicarse con la oﬁcina parroquial. 
Social Sunday
Joins us for Social Sunday on March 10 aCer 11:00a Mass.

Remember that Lent oﬃcially begins this week! Families, this
is
 a great me to pull out your Lenten Acvies packet.

Forty Hours Devo%ons

NO Family Formaon or Conﬁrmaon this Wednesday. Remember to go to Ash Wednesday Mass at 9:00a or noon at St.
Mary’s or 7:00p at St. Raymond’s!

Middle School Youth Group this Sunday! All 6Ͳ8th graders are
invited to a deaneryͲwide Youth Group for games, snacks, Bible
teaching, small groups, friends and prayer. Join us Sunday, February 17 from 6:00Ͳ7:30p at the Rubenzer Home, 6104 White
Owl Lane. Details at ECDYouthMinistry.com or call Jacqueline at
414Ͳ698Ͳ6040. 

Parish Council of Catholic Women

Our Forty Hours Devo;on will begin on Ash Wednesday, March
6. This is an opportunity for people to gather as a community
before the Blessed Sacrament and to pray to Our Lord in solemn
adora;on. Please sign up to spend just an hour with Jesus beginning Ash Wednesday, March 6 at 8:00p through Friday, March 8
at 4:00p. Sigh up sheets are located in the gathering space at
both parishes. You can also visit both Parish websites to signup
online. If you have any ques;ons, please contact Nan Falbo at
715Ͳ878Ͳ4767.

Thank you for all who purchased cinnamon rolls
from the PCCW aCer Masses on weekends of February 16Ͳ17. We made a proﬁt of $320.00 which is
being used to purchase a table for funerals and new
cruets for the altar. Also, the ladies will be selling
items for Lent aCer Masses on March 6, 8, 15, 16
and 17. 

Formed.org

Dynamic Catholic
The Find Your Greatness event delves into the four lifeͲgiving
spiritual habits of engaged Catholics. Join us at Notre Dame
Church, on April 6 for this event and discover how to master in
your life the four signs of a Dynamic Catholic. Tickets can be purchased aCer Masses through the end of March (2nd and 4th
weekends) for $25. The ;ckets include admission as well as a
bag full of great resources. Visit DynamicCatholic.com or call
Janet Fox at 715Ͳ529Ͳ1587 for more informa;on.

Prayer Chain
To add a name or
;on to the prayer
email Janet Fox
book@charter.net
529Ͳ1587. 


prayer intenchain, please
at generalor call 715Ͳ

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$4,707.00
Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$60.41
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$666.75
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5,434.00
Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$375.00


Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p Ͳ Pat Sykora and Mark Willer
11:00a Ͳ Janet Fox and volunteer

Last Week’s Scrip Informaon
Amount Sold͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3,930.00
Weekly Proﬁt ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$214.41
Thank you!

Listen to Bishop Robert Barron’s talkͲMy Beloved Son: Meditaon for Lent. A reﬂec;on on the spiritual discipline needed for
Lent and prac;cal ;ps for spiritual growth throughout 40 days.

Knights of Columbus
Knights of Columbus monthly mee;ng will be held
Monday, March 4 at 7:00p. Oﬃcers mee;ng begins at
6:30p.

S. M’ P S
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Parish Recep%onist715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 100

Saturday, March 9, 4:00p



Lector

D Wogernese

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers


Z Niedzwiecki, M Wanke
M Niedzwiecki
M Niedzwiecki
W Liedl, R Verdegan,
H Talley, P Connell

Bilingual Secretary (PartͲ;me)
Jessica Ferrer
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com 


Oﬃce Manager 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 146
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Forma%on 

Jacqueline Van Hemert 414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 

Maintenance 

Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com

St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal



Sunday, March 10, 11:00a
Lector

J Nyberg

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers
 

G & JP Wolterstorﬀ
J Fox
J Fox
R Smeltzer, G Wolterstorﬀ,
R Stephenson, C Duﬀy

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Knights of Columbus

Parish Council of Catholic Women

Family Faith Formaon
Next Sunday, March 10, we will have
Family Forma;on aCer Mass. All members of the parish are welcome to join us
for our presenta;on on Holy Week. It'll
be an inspira;onal presenta;on providing
you with great ideas to have your best
Holy Week, yet!
Ash Wednesday Mass
Mass for Ash Wednesday will be March 6
at 7:00pm at St. Raymond’s.
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a. 
Homebound Visits
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.
Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin at ewelin327@gmail.com or
call Diane Walker at 715Ͳ286Ͳ5171.
Staons of the Cross/Supper
Please join us every Sunday evening, in
Lent, for the sta;ons of the cross beginning at 5:00p in the Church. ACerwards
will be a soup and sandwich supper in the
parish hall, hosted by diﬀerent groups
from our parish. All are welcome!

The Knights of Columbus are
hos;ng their Lenten Fish Frys
star;ng Friday, March 8 from
4:00Ͳ7:00p. There is a signup
in the gathering space to help work at the
Fish Frys.

If you will be celebra;ng your
wedding anniversary in the month
of March, please sign up in the
Gathering Space for this special blessing
aCer the Masses on March 16 and 17.

The Parish Council of Catholic
Women will be holding a bake
walk at each of the six KC Lenten ﬁsh frys this year. There is a
signup board in the gathering
space with a separate sheet for each of
the six ﬁsh frys. We are asking for volunteers to bake items (please label what
your baked item is) and for volunteers to
work selling the paddles for each week.
Everyone’s help is greatly appreciated for
these fund raising events. Sign up early
and oCen! Thank you!

Welcome New Members!

Forty Hours Devo%on

Please welcome these new members to
our Parish:
Luke & Jamie Zwiefelhofer& Family
Daniel & Patricia Laﬀe
Jerry & Theresa Trybula

Our Forty Hours Devo;on will begin on
Ash Wednesday, March 6. This is an opportunity for people to gather as a community before the Blessed Sacrament and
to pray to Our Lord in solemn adora;on.
Please sign up to spend just an hour with
JesusͶbeginning Ash Wednesday, March
6 at 8:00p through Friday, March 8 at
4:00p. Sign up sheets are located in the
gathering space at both parishes. You
can also visit both Parish websites to sign
up online. If you have any ques;ons,
please contact Nan Falbo at 715Ͳ878Ͳ
4767.



The Diocese of La Crosse is again sponsoring 50th Jubilee Wedding Anniversary
celebra;ons for those couples celebra;ng ﬁCy years of marriage. If you will
celebrate your 50th wedding anniversary
in 2019 please join Bishop Callahan on
August 25 at St. Mary’s, in Altoona for a
special event. Please sign up in the gathering space by March 18.

Parish Secretary

Saturday, March 9, 6:00p
Servers
Ushers

50th Wedding Anniversary

S. R!"#’ P S

L M
Lector

March Wedding Blessing

Julie Graaskamp
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

R Schmi,
L Hinrichs, B Sorge
D Messerschmidt
J Jaenke, M Rockow

Bookkeeper 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com



Sunday, March 10, 8:30a
Lector

J Ceranski
 C Rollins, C Kostka, 
 
M Callaghan
Servers
J Rollins, K & A Burmesch
Ushers
B Grzyb, K Roberts,
 
M Quirk, C Rollins
Greeters P Gentry, K Krupka
Counters

Family Faith Forma%on 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)

Adver%ser of the Week




Alecia Plaetz 
507Ͳ828Ͳ9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

PriestͲinͲResidence
Fr. John Schultz
715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

Lenten Retreat for Young Adults
March 30, 9:00Ͳ4:00p, at the Ins;tute of
St. Joseph, Boyd, WI. A day of retreat led
by Fr. Daniel Sedlacek with sessions
geared towards people 25 to 35 years of
age. Mass, Confessions, Adora;on, ;me
for prayer and reﬂec;on, and a light
breakfast and lunch will be provided. We
are asking for a free will dona;on to cover the costs. Please respond to Sara by
March 23, at 715Ͳ404Ͳ8642. 

Daylight Savings Time Begins
Daylight Savings Time Begins Sunday,
March 10. Remember to turn your clock
ahead one hour at 2:00a.

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $1,325.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1.41
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$197.00
Capital Campaign͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2,460.00
Building Fund Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$30.00
First Oﬀering͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$25.00
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$4,037.00

