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March 23 through March 31
Sat., Mar. 23
4:00p SM
Special Intenon by Liedl


6:00p  SR
Priest Intenon
Sun., Mar. 24
8:30a  SR
† Gene Pulvermacher


11:00a SM
In Gratude & Celebraon of




the safe return of Jayme Closs


1:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
Mon., Mar. 25 ²²² No Mass ²²²
Tue., Mar. 26
8:00a SR
† Elizabeth Ida
Wed., Mar. 27  8:00a SM
† Dorothy Shanle
Thu., Mar. 28
8:00a SR
† Darlene Klobucar


9:00a 
Mass at Grace Willowbrook


3:30p 
Mass at Dove Osseo
Fri., Mar. 29
9:00a SM
† Marcellene Zola
Sat., Mar. 30
4:00p SM
† “Love”Joyce Schuster


6:00p SR
† Brian Bement
Sun., Mar. 31
8:30a SR
SR & SM Parishioners


11:00a SM
† Gary Soley


1:00p SM
Priest Intenon 



S   R  







Thursday
Saturday 

E
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM

  E   A 






Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p

SM
SR
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Please submit informaon for the bullen to the parish oﬃce by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Motes & Beams, Burdens & Loads
In the ﬁrst ﬁve verses of Galaans 6, the
apostle Paul urges us to “bear one another’s burdens.” Then he abruptly oﬀers
the opposite observaon: “each shall bear
his own load.” Normally Paul puzzles us
with his patented runͲon sentences. Here,
however, his words are brief, but baﬄing.
They oﬀer us a paradox, a seeming contradicon that conveys a deeper truth about
discipleship.
What is that deeper truth? I think Paul’s teaching on burdens and
loads is very similar to the teaching of Jesus regarding motes and
beams: “Why do you noce the mote in your brother’s eye, but
do not perceive the beam in your own eye? … You hypocrite,
remove the beam from your eye ﬁrst; then you will see clearly to
remove the mote from your brother’s eye” (MaKhew 7:3Ͳ5).
In both cases, the teaching is the same lesson that Saint Monica
had to learn (if you recall last week’s post). It’s the same lesson
the elder brother needed to learn as he raKled oﬀ to his father all
the faults of his younger and prodigal brother (Luke 15:25Ͳ32).
It’s the same lesson every codependent Chrisan needs to learn.
It’s the exhortaon to be recepve rather than restless and reacve, to recognize our own need of salvaon before rushing oﬀ to
save others. In the Beatudes, Jesus challenges us to be poor in
spirit, meek, vulnerable, and recepve before God. It’s so easy to
focus our energy and aKenon on helping or serving (or ﬁxing)
other people. It’s so hard to seek and receive the mercy and healing that we ourselves need.
There are many misguided Chrisans who have believed from a
young age that being a good Chrisan means always puMng others ﬁrst. Sally hasn’t slept a full night for ﬁNeen years, never exercises, and struggles to ﬁnd me to pray. She can’t remember the
last me she and her husband just went and did something fun
together. She is just too busy caring for her children, volunteering
at church, helping babysit the neighbor’s kids… She doesn’t want
to be “selﬁsh.” Fred ﬁxes everyone’s cars and homes for them.
This year alone he gave up ﬁve weekends and four weeknights to
help people with various ﬁxͲit projects. He is parcularly sensive
when his wife nags him about their own car problems, or the
bathroom project that he started three years ago and sll hasn’t
ﬁnished. You get the idea.
Remember the two greatest commandments: (1) Love God with
all your heart and mind and soul and strength; (2) Love your
neighbor as yourself.
Noce that Jesus does not say “more than yourself” but “as yourself.” There is a great medieval axiom nemo dat quod non habet
which has a very technical translaon: “A thing can’t give what it
ain’t got.” Only if we are regularly receiving love and grace can
we be capable of giving it.
“Always puMng others ﬁrst” is a lie against our human nature. It
will suck us dry, leaving us empty, biKer, and resenQul ʹ much
like the elder brother in Luke 15. We can try to hide it, but it will
keep oozing out.
But ʹ aren’t we called to love and serve others? Of course. However, authenc love and service is an overﬂowing of God’s grace.

It is the good fruit that emerges because we are abiding on the
vine with Jesus (John 15:1Ͳ8). God ﬁlls. God blesses. God bears
fruit. We receive. We cooperate. We trust and abide.
The saints have all learned this lesson. Consider Mother Teresa of
CalcuKa. She mighly served the poorest of the poor, helping
them bear their burdens. Nevertheless, every single aNernoon
she and her fellow sisters dropped everything they were doing
and went to the chapel to spend an hour with Jesus. Her congregaon, the Missionaries of Charity, connue that pracce today,
trusng God to provide for others while they allow themselves to
be ﬁlled spiritually.
Let’s return to Galaans 6. Paul urges the Galaans to have a
“spirit of gentleness” when they seek to correct others or to help
them with their burdens. The Greek word for “gentleness” is the
same one listed in the previous chapter as one of the fruits of the
Holy Spirit: love, joy, peace, paence, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and selfͲcontrol. These are not fruits we can
produce on our own. They come forth when the Holy Spirit ﬁlls
us and works through us.
“Gentleness” also means “meekness” ʹ the same Greek word
used by Jesus in the Beatudes. Blessed are the meek. Blessed
are the vulnerable who are willing to let their own woundedness
be touched. It is a fear of vulnerability, I think, that leads so many
“doͲgooders” to jump in and rescue the problems of others, even
at great cost to themselves. It helps us forget our own misery. It
feels less painful and scary than facing our own brokenness and
receiving love.
Finally, if we study the Greek words for “burdens” and “loads,” it
is worth nong that the word for “load” is the same one used by
Jesus when he urges us to lay down our heavy burdens and take
his yoke upon us (MaKhew 11:29Ͳ30). His load is light. That is
saying something, since his load is the Cross! But it’s not the
Cross that crushes us. It’s all the other burdens we heap upon
ourselves, all the lies of “I have to…or else…” that we agree to
strap upon our shoulders. We can be unburdened of the crushing
weights we have heaped upon ourselves. They are not ours to
bear. We can allow Jesus to bless and heal us, and gently place
his Cross on our shoulders. His load is light.
Read more at Father’s blog: www.abideinlove.com 

Sacraments
Bapsm: Parents should request the bapsm of their infants
at least two months prior to the ancipated date of 
bapsm. A class for parents is required. See your parish website for more informaon, to download forms, and to see upcoming bapsmal class dates.
Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebraon of
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the
me of formal engagement or at least six months prior to the
ancipated date of marriage. 
Anoinng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have been
sick for a long period of me should receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy Communion. Please call one of
the parish oﬃces to make arrangements.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Forma%on

Staons of the Cross
Join us for Staons of the Cross at 7:00p every Friday through
April 12. 
St. Mary’s School Ͳ Staons of the Cross
Staons of the Cross at St. Mary’s from 2:55 Ͳ 3:15p on the following Tuesdays: April 2, 9 and 16. 

Bapsm Classes
Next Bapsm prep class is Sunday, May 19 at 9:30a. For more
informaon or to sign up, please contact the Parish oﬃce. 

Plácas de Bausmo
Próxima pláca de bausmo será domingo, 14 de abril a las 2p.
Para más información comuniquese con la oﬁcina parroquial. 

Have a fun, happy and safe Spring Break! No Family Faith Formaon, Conﬁrmaon or Middle School Youth Group this week.

RCIA meets this Thursday for our special ﬁeld trip! Stay tuned
to your email/text update for details on me and locaon. 

Triduum 2019 at St. Mary’s
This year Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Vigil will
be held at St. Mary’s. Join us for this sacred celebraon.

Pilgrimage to Shrines of Italy 
Join Fr. Dan Thelen from June 10Ͳ19, 2019 on this amazing pilgrimage. You will step foot into four Major Basilicas, stare out
into the Square from the steps of St. Peter’s Basilica, and have
the opportunity to aKend the Papal Audience with his successor. Walk in the life of St. Padre Pio, famous for saying “Prayer
is the oxygen of the soul.” Closing out your pilgrimage, triumphant, lost in prayer, and surrounded by God’s love in the
hometown of St. Francis of Assisi. For more informaon visit
hKp://www.pilgrimages.com/frthelen/

Formed.org

The Eau Claire Deanery Priests will be available to celebrate the
sacrament of Reconciliaon for 24 consecuve hours beginning
Friday, April 5 at 3:00p and concluding April 6 at 3:00p at Immaculate Concepon Parish in Eau Claire. SignͲup sheet in the Narthex.

Celebrate the “yes” that changed everything. In honor of the
Feast of the Annunciaon, this week we suggest an episode of
the beauful series The Bible and the Virgin Mary that will help
you see the Annunciaon in a whole new light. Join MaKhew
Leonard as he takes a closer look at St. Luke’s account of this
beauful act of Faith. Go to formed.org and watch The Bible
and the Virgin Mary, Episode 2: Handmaid of the Lord.

Easter Lily Memorials

Knights of Columbus

To have a lily placed in the Church in memory of a loved one,
please ﬁll out the envelope, now included in your envelope box,
or one provided in the gathering space and place in the collecon basket by April 14, Palm Sunday.


Regular monthly meeng will be held on Monday,
April 1 in the Guadalupe Room. Oﬃcers will meet at
6:30p followed by regular meeng at 7:00p

24 Hours for the Lord

Prayer Chain
To add a name or
on to the prayer
email Janet Fox
book@charter.net
529Ͳ1587. 


prayer intenchain, please
at generalor call 715Ͳ

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5,223.00
Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$26.58
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$982.90
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$6,232.48
Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$0.00


Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend:
4:00p Ͳ Volunteer and volunteer
11:00a Ͳ Volunteer and volunteer

Last Week’s Scrip Informaon

Amount Sold͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5,055.00
Weekly Proﬁt͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$300.44
Thank you!

S. M’ P S


Parish Recep$onist715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 100


Bilingual Secretary (PartͲme)
Jessica Ferrer
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 , x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com 


Oﬃce Manager 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 146
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Forma$on 

Jacqueline Van Hemert 414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 

Maintenance 

Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com

St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

L M
Saturday, March 30, 4:00p
Lector

J Nelson

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers


L Johnson, M Wanke
D Wogernese
D Wogernese
W Liedl, J Hayden,
P Connell, R Verdegan



Sunday, March 31, 11:00a
Lector

J Satnik

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers
 


A Rosener, R Hadt
N Mullenberg
N Mullenberg
R Mullenberg, D Hawker,
D McNamara, R Stephenson

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Knights of Columbus

Parish Council of Catholic Women

Family Faith Formaon
Conﬁrmaon: Reminder that we do not
have class on Wednesday, March 27th. 
KͲ8: Thank you for all of your eﬀorts in
aKending class so far throughout the
year! It's been great to have full classrooms and for the parents to be present
for our fantasc speakers. Thank you,
parents and kids!!
Staons of the Cross/Supper
Please join us every Sunday evening in
Lent for the staons of the cross beginning at 5:00p in the Church. ANerwards
will be a soup and sandwich supper in the
parish hall, hosted by diﬀerent groups
from our parish. All are welcome!
Triduum 2019 at St. Mary’s
This year Holy Thursday, Good Friday and
Easter Vigil will be held at St. Mary’s.
Please join us for this sacred celebraon.
Fr. Schultz/Recovery
Fr. Schultz is recovering very well from his
shoulder surgery. He is at Dove West in
room #1119 and would welcome visitors.
Please keep him in your prayers!
Easter Lily Memorials
To have a lily placed in the Church in
memory of a loved one, please ﬁll out
the envelope, now included in your envelope box, or one provided in the gathering space and place in the collecon basket by April 14, Palm Sunday.

The Knights of Columbus are
hosng their Lenten Fish Frys
Friday, March 29, April 5 & 12
from 4:00Ͳ7:00p. There is a
signup in the gathering space to help
work at the Fish Frys. Thank you!

The Parish Council of Catholic
Women will be holding a bake
walk at each of the six KC Lenten ﬁsh frys this year. There is a
signup board in the gathering
space with a separate sheet for each of
the six ﬁsh frys. We are asking for volunteers to bake items (please label what
your baked item is) and for volunteers to
work selling the paddles for each week.
Everyone’s help is greatly appreciated for
these fund raising events. Sign up early
and oNen! Thank you!



L M
Saturday, March 30, 6:00p
Lector

R SchmiK


Servers
Ushers

E Smith
J Jaenke, M Rockow



Sunday, March 31, 8:30a
Lector

J Ceranski
 J & C Rollins, B Gruba
Servers
J Campbell, E & J Wright
Ushers
B Grzyb, B Severinski,
 
M Quirk, K Roberts
Greeters D & C Fiser
Counters S & P Barth, 
 
E Messerschmidt

Adver%ser of the Week




King’s Closet
Remember King’s Closet for any spring
cleaning donaons! Just leave your donaons inside the north door of the Church!

24 Hours for the Lord
The Eau Claire Deanery Priests will be
available to celebrate the sacrament of
Reconciliaon for 24 consecuve hours
beginning Friday, April 5 at 3:00p and
concluding April 6 at 3:00p at Immaculate
Concepon Parish in Eau Claire.

Adora%on/Benedic%ne Chapel
The weekend of April 6 and 7 is a special
signͲup weekend for Eau Claire Area Adoraon at the Benedicne Chapel at 322
Fulton Street. Everyone is invited to
schedule one hour a week to spend me
with our Lord in Adoraon. Scheduled
hours are Monday through Friday 6am Ͳ
9pm.There will be special signͲup sheets
available aNer every Mass. If you have
quesons, call Ann at 715Ͳ874Ͳ5794. Jesus is waing for you!

S. R!"#’ P S
Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Forma$on 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz 
507Ͳ828Ͳ9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

PriestͲinͲResidence


Fr. John Schultz
715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

Ladies of the Parish
The Parish Council of Catholic Women is
searching for several women interested
in running for oﬃcer posions. The Vice
President oﬃce remains vacant and has
one year remaining in the cycle. The
President and Secretary posions are up
for elecon in May with installaon in
June. The posions are from July 2019 to
June 2021. Please contact any of the
current oﬃcers to submit your name if
interested. These volunteer posions are
a great way to help serve our Parish and
develop friendships with other women of
our Parish.
President Kim Gonyo
tkgonyo@icloud.com
Treasurer Claire Parr 
parrstrum@gmail.com or 715Ͳ878Ͳ4184
Secretary Mary King
kingmarter@gmail.com or 715Ͳ878Ͳ9472

Spring Cleaning at the Rectory
Please connue to pray for Fr. Schultz as
he recovers from shoulder surgery. While
he is away recuperang we would like to
do some spring cleaning at the rectory. If
you can help please gather at the Church
right aNer morning Mass on Thursday,
March 28. Lunch will be provided for the
volunteers. Thank you for your help!

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $3,901.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$16.65
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$299.50
Capital Campaign͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2,815.00
Building Fund Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$580.00
First Oﬀering͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$10.00
Fuel͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$10.00
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$7,632.15

Bible Study
When I was in 8th grade, my friend Molly and I went to a basketball camp at a Lutheran high school in Milwaukee.  Molly and I
grew up Catholic and had gone to Catholic school our whole lives.
It was a dayͲcamp and right before each highlyͲancipated lunch
break, we would sit down to pray and talk about the Bible.  On
the ﬁrst day, the head coach gave us some Bible trivia: “What
book of the Bible is aKributed to King David?”, he asked. Molly
and I shot our hands up into the air, eager to answer the queson. ANer taking a look at my nametag, the coach encouraged my
response, “Marianne?” I answered, “The Book of Psalms”.
Pleased with my answer, the coach went on to the next queson,
“Who cut Samson’s hair?” Again, Molly and I raised our hands to
answer.  “Molly?” Molly responded, “Delilah.” The coach, while
pleased with our answers, was confused. With a quizzical look, he
asked, “Wait, aren’t you two Catholic?”



“Who Am I To Judge” is the bible study
currently being oﬀered at St. Mary’s



Below: The bible study group mee#ng at
St. Mary’s in Altoona

It has long been thought that Catholics have liKle knowledge of
the Bible. There are plenty of Catholic women and men all over
the world, however, who beg to diﬀer. At any given me, there
is a group of men or women or men and women gathering to
learn about God’s great love story. God wants salvaon for all of
us and has provided us with Sacred Scripture and Tradion to
guide us along the way. This is known as the Deposit of
Faith. Through Scripture and through the teachings passed on to
us by the apostles, we get to know the Father, and His plan for
our salvaon.
In 2011, a group of women from various parishes in our deanery
started our ﬁrst Catholic deaneryͲwide women’s Bible
study.    The study was Walking with Purpose and it aimed at
helping women develop a deeper personal relaonship with Jesus. It also helped women develop the tools necessary to deal
with the ups and downs of everyday life.  Since then, the group
has done a variety of studies, all with the intent of learning about
our faith and deepening our relaonship with Christ. Throughout
the years, the group has steadily grown and has delved into studies such as Courageous Women by Stacy Mitch, The Great Adventure Bible Study by Jeﬀ Cavins, and  A Biblical Walk with the
Blessed Mother by Dr. Edward Sri. Last semester, the group tackled a Jeﬀ Cavins study on The Book of Revelaon. Currently, the
group is kneeͲdeep into the fascinang study Who Am I to Judge?
by Dr. Edward Sri, which explores morality and moral relavism.
I have been in the Bible Study since it started eight years ago and
am grateful for the opportunity I have had to learn about Scripture and our faith.  To be able to talk about our faith and pray
with a group of women ranging from new moms to greatͲ
grandmothers has been a blessing beyond measure. Carol Murray

is a new member of St. Mary’s.  She feels the same about our
study: “Being new to Eau Claire and to St. Mary’s parish, I have
met many wonderful women in this Bible Study, Who Am I To
Judge. The weekly videos and group involvement help me to understand and see God’s inﬂuence in the world, in my community
and in my life. In each session, we have an opportunity to express
our own personal views and no one is judged. This also gives me
many ideas to focus on during this Lenten season.  When I get
home and share the video on Formed with my husband, I get a
diﬀerent perspecve on how women and men view the same
topic. For me, this two hour class came at a good me in my
life. It is a me for prayer, reﬂecon, discussion and meditaon
on a very important topic, RELATIVISM.”
If you think a Bible study might be for you, do it! However, if
aKending Bible study is not an opon for you, reading the Bible
always is.  I recommend starng with the Gospels and working
your way through the Bible from there. No maKer where you
start or what book you read, the message will always be loud and
clear: God is love.




Marianne Callaghan is the Director of Religious Educa,on at St. Raymond’s

