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April 20 through April 28
Sat., Apr. 20
9:00p* SM
† Lee Torres
Sun., Apr. 21
8:30a * SR
† Gene Pulvermacher


11:00a*SM
† Gerald & Helen Stolp


1:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
Mon., Apr. 22 ²²² No Mass ²²²
Tue., Apr. 23
8:00a SR
† Deceased PCCW Members
Wed., Apr. 24  8:00a SM
† Robert & Ariene Weyer
Thu., Apr. 25
8:00a SR
† Mary Hehli


4:00p 
Mass at Grace Edgewood
Fri., Apr. 26
9:00a SM
† Mr. & Mrs. Su4er
Sat., Apr. 27
4:00p SM
† Arthur & Valeria Bohl


6:00p SR
† Bob & Phyllis Klees
Sun., Apr. 28
8:30a SR
† Barbara Puglisi


11:00a SM
SM & SR Parishioners


1:00p SM
John & Marilyn Rindo & Family
*Incense at this Mass
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Thursday
Saturday 

E

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM

  E   A 



Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com




Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p

SM
SR
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Please submit informa<on for the bulle<n to the parish oﬃce by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Easter at the Tomb of Christ


Ten years ago, Easter 2009, I spent the
whole night in a prayer vigil at the tomb of
Jesus in Jerusalem. I was the very ﬁrst pilgrim to enter that Easter morning. It was
an intense and transforma<ve experience
that I will never forget, an experience almost too real to remember. 
The church of the Holy Sepulcher houses
both the loca<on of Christ’s death on Calvary and his tomb, made forever holy by his resurrec<on. My
friends and I joined in the Catholic liturgy at those sites for Holy
Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil.
It was odd to celebrate those ceremonies in the morning. But
Jerusalem is an odd place. Because these holy sites are shared
with the Orthodox, the Armenians, and the Copts, there is an age
Ͳold “Status Quo” agreement that determines who has access
when. The Catholic <me is 8am, regardless of the occasion.
A few of us returned to the basilica that Holy Saturday night to
observe a personal prayer vigil at the Lord’s tomb. I’m ashamed
to admit that it is the one and only allͲnight prayer vigil of my life.
Too bad, because the Lord is never outdone in generosity! On
that Easter night ten years ago he was generous indeed.
Knowing that I would be there all night I was in no rush to “get
my prayers done” or to feel like I had to be doing something at
any given <me. This turned it into a <meless experience. For the
ﬁrst few hours I simply sat back and absorbed the stream of pilgrims that were coming to the church to try to get into the tomb.
Occasionally I read some Scripture passages. I began praying for
the many people whom I knew needed my prayers. I was overwhelmed with a deep sense of sorrow over so many suﬀering
souls and so many problems in the world ʹ not to men<on my
own problems.
Then something happened that (for me) only happens about
once every 10 years. I began to get the inklings of a poem arising
within me. For the moment I put it aside. ALer all, I thought, I
am not a poet!
About 12:30 the friars poured in to pray the Oﬃce of Vigils ʹ a
series of psalms and readings. ALerwards, I tried to return to
some Scripture and prayer, but found myself distracted. In the
end, I thought, “Well, maybe the Lord wants me to write that
poem aLer all.” So I did. Once every 10 years, right? It went
something like this:
O Tomb of Christ, this Easter Night
I bring to you man’s lonely plight:
toil, trial, sickness, woe,
unceasing wounds leL by our foe,
anger, hatred, fac<ons, ﬁghts,
fearͲﬁlled days and tearͲﬁlled nights,
heartache, heartbreak, darkness, death,
and growing pain with every breath ʹ
but hope, hopeͲﬁlled sadness
to you, the source of gladness.
O tomb that could not hold the Son
Who on this night the victory won,

I bury all my sadness here
and that of those I hold most dear,
that we may rise to second birth
here at the center of the earth.


I was just ﬁnishing as the Orthodox began their 2 AM Palm Sunday Mass (they usually have a diﬀerent Easter date). Their somber and sorrowful chan<ng was beau<fully haun<ng, and resonated with my heart. The <me ﬂew by. I began to write on that
sheet of paper the names of any and every person I could think
of who needed my prayer. The ink couldn’t run onto the page
fast enough. I ﬁnished about the <me the Orthodox were clearing out.
Ironically, my watch ba4ery had gone dead on Good Friday, so
the night was truly <meless. It must have been around 4 AM that
I a4empted to enter the tomb, like Mary Magdalene, “early in
the morning, while it was s<ll dark” (John 20:1). An Armenian
priest was seOng up for their liturgy, and it seemed quite unlikely I would be allowed in. I began to pray the beads of my Rosary,
reﬂec<ng on the ﬁrst glorious mystery ʹ the Resurrec<on of Jesus
ʹ and hoping against hope. For some reason a few of the servers
were late, and he waved me in.
I approached, ﬁnishing the ﬁnal Hail Mary’s, and then entering
the inner door on my knees. The moment I reached the threshold I broke down and wept as I had not for a very long <me. The
experience is s<ll too profound for words. The best word I can
use is GLORY. I experienced the “Glory of the Father” by which
“Christ was raised from the dead” (Rom 6:4), and this Glory ﬁlled
me with Hope. 
I prayed for a few moments before heading back out, not
wan<ng to linger in the tomb as pilgrims some<mes selﬁshly do. I
tearfully nodded my thanks to the priest and returned to the side
of the tomb. I wedged that sheet of paper and all those inten<ons into the wall and con<nued weeping for several minutes
more. Then I resumed my prayer, turning to Romans 6 and feeling the words come alive in my heart.
As the ﬁrst streaks of dawn were just appearing, I pulled out my
Liturgy of the Hours book to pray Morning Prayer. My heart was
ﬁlled with praise, and so I chanted. How surreal it was to stand at
the entrance near the church, chan<ng the an<phon, “Very early
on the morning aLer the Sabbath, when the sun had just risen,
they came to the tomb, Alleluia” ʹ at the very moment that hundreds of pilgrims were rushing in to see the tomb.
We now celebrate the joy of Easter for seven glorious weeks.
May we surrender to Jesus with trust and allow the newness of
his risen Glory to be born in our hearts. May the painful places of
our hearts be touched and transformed with his Hope!
Read more at Father’s blog: www.abideinlove.com

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Forma%on

Oﬃce Closed
Easter Sunday the Parish oﬃce is closed. 
Bapsm Classes
Next Bap<sm prep class is Sunday, May 19 at 9:30a. For more
informa<on or to sign up, please contact the Parish oﬃce. 
Eucharisc Adoraon
Tuesdays, 5:00Ͳ9:00p. ”Could you not watch with me one hour?”

Have a blessed Holy Week as we prepare to enter the Sacred
Easter
Triduum! No classes at all this week. 


Formación de la Fe en la Familia
¡Tengan una Bendita Semana Santa! No hay clases en toda esta
semana.


¡Proyectos de servicio de conﬁrmación este miércoles, 24 de
abril! Veriﬁque los correo electrónicos o mensaje de texto para
obtener más información sobre horarios y ubicacones.

Re%ro Emaús
¿Te animas a un encuentro personal con Jesucristo? 
Re<ro Emaús solo para mujeres desde el 28Ͳ30 de junio y para
hombres desde el 26Ͳ28 de julio. Ambos Re<ros serán en Sparta,
costo es de $100 por persona, incluye cuarto y comida. Espacio
limitado, para anotarse desde ya comuniquese con Jessica en la
oﬁcina parroquial. Más detalles muy pronto.

APPLE Pregnancy Care Center
On behalf of the staﬀ and board of APPLE Pregnancy Care Center, we want to thank your congrega<on for par<cipa<ng in the
Baby Bo4le Boomerang fundraiser this year. Your Church raised
a total of $2,043.72. We are blessed by your par<cipa<on. Thank
you for helping us minister to women, men, and families in the
area who need help and hope. We appreciate your support!

First Saturday Devo%on 
Join us as Our Lady requested at Fa<ma,
to obtain peace for the world. On Saturday, May 4, at the Shrine of Our Lady of
Guadalupe in La Crosse, a medita<on on
one of the mysteries of the Holy Rosary
will be given by one of the Friars of the
Immaculate. Talk begins at 10:00am in
the Shrine Church, followed by the Holy
Rosary at 10:30am and the Holy Sacriﬁce
of the Mass at 11:00am. Confession available from 10:30 Ͳ 11:00am and also following the 11:00am Mass. 

Parish Council Of Catholic Women
Thank you to everyone who helped with
the Teachers Luncheon. We raised over
$1,600. The annual collec<on for the Diocesan Council of Catholic Women will be
on April 27Ͳ28. This second collec<on is
used for many works of charity.

Conﬁrmaon Service Projects this Wednesday, April 24! Refer
to your email/text updates for details on <mes and loca<ons.

Youth Events
Final Edge of the school year. Edge Egg Hunt, Sunday, April 28
from
6:00Ͳ7:30p. 6thͲ8th grade. 


Car Wash at St. Olaf. Sunday, May 5 from 8:00aͲnoon. Free will
dona<on to help Adventure Camp and the Steubenville/Service
weekend!

ECDYM at Community Table. May 10, June 14, July 19 and August 16 from 3:00Ͳ7:00p. Serving from 5:00Ͳ6:15p, Ac<vity
aLerward!

For more informa<on visit h4ps://ecdyouthministry.com.

Catholics at the Capitol
Join Catholics from across the state, on April 30, as we gather in
Madison for a day of prayer, informa<on and advocacy. A4end
workshop on Catholic social teaching, homeless, immigra<on,
proͲlife health care and criminal jus<ce. For more informa<on
and registra<on, go to www.wisconsincatholic.org or call the
Wisconsin Catholic Conference at 608Ͳ257Ͳ0004. Admission
(including con<nental breakfast & lunch): $40 for adult advance
registra<on; $12 for fullͲ<me students; $50 for sameͲday adult. 

Formed.ORG
Prepare for and celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday as Fr. Michael
Gaitley leads us to uncover the reality of God’s merciful love.
Watch: Divine Mercy In The Second Greatest Story Ever Told. 
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Parish Receponist715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 100

Saturday, April 27, 4:00p



Lector

J Spalding

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers


L Kovacevich, Z Niedzwiecki
D Wogernese
D Wogernese
W Liedl, R Verdegan,
M Kloss 

Bilingual Secretary (PartͲ<me)
Jessica Ferrer
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 , x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com 


Oﬃce Manager 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 146
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formaon 

Jacqueline Van Hemert 414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 

Maintenance 

Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com

St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal



Sunday, April 28, 11:00a*
Lector

J Nyberg

Servers
A Rosener, B Smiskey
Thurifer N Mullenberg

A. Server J Fox
S. Server J Fox
Ushers
R Smeltzer, R Mullenberg,
 
C Duﬀy, D Kamrowski

*Incense at this Mass

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

ECDCCW Spring Mee%ng

Parish Council of Catholic Women

Family Faith Formaon
KͲ8: our ﬁnal class is on Sunday, April 28.
Come celebrate a fantas<c year of Family
Forma<on!
The next Middle School Youth Group is
Sunday, April 28 from 6Ͳ7:30p. Come join
the fun of the Edge Easter Egg Hunt!
2nd graders: our First Holy Communion
retreat and rehearsal is on Wednesday,
May 1 from 5:30Ͳ7:30p. Dinner will be
provided. Siblings are welcome!
Communion to Homebound
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.
Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin via
email:
ewelin327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at
715Ͳ286Ͳ5171. 
King’s Closet
If you are planning to do some spring
cleaning around your house, remember
King’s Closet! They will take all clothing
and shoes. Just leave your dona<ons inside the north door of the Church! Thank
you for your generosity!
Parish Smartphone App
Go to the App Store and download MyParishͲCatholic Life Every Day onto your
smart phone and choose St. Raymond’s!

All women of the parish are invited to
a4end the Eau Claire Deanery Council of
Catholic Women Spring Mee<ng that is
being hosted by St. Raymond PCCW on
Thursday, May 2 at St. Raymond’s.
5:00p Ͳ Registra<on
5:30p Ͳ Mass
Followed by the Mee<ng and Meal
7:00Ͳ9:00p Ͳ Confessions and
Eucharis<c Adora<on
Join in this event of fellowship with other
Catholic women in our Deanery!

The annual collec<on for the
Divine Mercy Sunday Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women will
be on April 27 and 28. This collec<on is used for many works
of charity thoughout the year.
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Saturday, April 27, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers

R Schmi4

J Campbell
M Rockow, K Roberts



Sunday, April 28, 8:30a*
Lector

J Ceranski
 N Falbo, J Bowers, J Quirk
Servers
T Falbo, D Messerschmidt,
 
A & K Burmesch
Ushers
T Lindgren, T Starks,
 
P Quirk, J Jaenke
Greeters C & D Fiser
Counters S & P Barth, D LeMere
*Incense at this Mass

Adver%ser of the Week




Eau Claire
Catholic Radio
 StaonͶAM 1050

Leadership Conference
Leadership in Christ Conference April 26Ͳ
27, 2019, La Crosse. “Transforma<on is
Possible” ʹ Dr. Bill Keimig, back by popular demand, will speak Friday evening and
Saturday morning on the keys to transforma<on through Christ Ͳ as a person, a
family and a parish. Choose from a wide
variety of breakout sessions Saturday
aLernoon. Complete details and registra<on at www.diolc.org/leadership. Ques<ons? Contact Chris Ruﬀ at ministries@diolc.org or 608Ͳ791Ͳ0161.
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Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formaon 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz 
507Ͳ828Ͳ9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

PriestͲinͲResidence
Fr. John Schultz
715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

Ladies of the Parish
The Parish Council of Catholic Women is
searching for several women interested
in running for oﬃcer posi<ons. The Vice
President oﬃce remains vacant and has
one year remaining in the cycle. The
President and Secretary posi<ons are up
for elec<on in May with installa<on in
June. The posi<ons are from July 2019 to
June 2021. Please contact any of the
current oﬃcers to submit your name if
interested. These volunteer posi<ons are
a great way to help serve our Parish and
develop friendships with other women of
our Parish.
President Kim Gonyo
tkgonyo@icloud.com
Treasurer Claire Parr 
parrstrum@gmail.com or 715Ͳ878Ͳ4184
Secretary Mary King
kingmarter@gmail.com or 715Ͳ878Ͳ9472

Catholics at the Capitol
Join Catholics from across the state as
we gather in Madison for a day of prayer,
forma<on, and advocacy. A4end workshops on Catholic social teaching,
homelessness, immigra<on, proͲlife
health care and criminal jus<ce. For informa<on and registra<on, go to
www.wisconsincatholic.org or call the
Wisconsin Catholic Conference at
608/257Ͳ0004. Admission (including con<nental breakfast & lunch): $40 for adult
advance registra<on; $12 for fullͲ<me
students; $50 for sameͲday adult.

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $3,888.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$8.25
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$392.00
Capital Campaign͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$915.00
Building Fund Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$140.00
Fuel͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$30.00
Easter͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$25.00
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5,398.25

FORMED®  The Catholic Faith. On Demand.

Every Parish Family Has Unlimited Access
to LifeͲChanging Catholic Content!


This service is provided FREE to you by your Parish and 
your Knight’s of Columbus!

FORMED can be compared to
Ne/lix for Catholics . . . But it’s so
much more! Now the best 
Catholic study programs, movies,
audio presenta;ons, and eBooks
from the most trusted apostolates
are all just a click away!

Here’s how easy it is to get FORMED: Go to www.FORMED.org 
You should see the registra+on box for parishioners. Type the parish code listed below. 
Set up a username and a password. Now you are all set to use all the great programs on 
FORMED.org any+me by simply logging in.


FORMED.org/register

Enter Parish Code: JR6NZW

If you have any quesons please contact: Marianne Callaghan at St. Raymond’s

