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Sat., Apr. 27


Sun., Apr. 28




Mon., Apr. 29
Tue., Apr. 30
Wed., May 1 
Thu., May 2




Fri., May 3
Sat., May 4




Sun., May 5





April 27 through May 5
4:00p SM
† Arthur & Valeria Bohl
6:00p  SR
† Bob & Phyllis Klees
8:30a  SR
† Barbara Puglisi
11:00a SM
SM & SR Parishioners
1:00p SM
John & Marilyn Rindo Family
²²² No Mass ²²²
8:00a SR
† Mary Gentry
8:00a SM
† Marcellene Zola
8:00a SR
Fr. Dan Sedlacek
2:00p 
Mass at The Classic
5:30p SR
Priest Inten6on
9:00a SM
† Sydney & Caroline Johnson
9:00a SM
† Loni Sisko
4:00p SM
† Irene Hoﬀmann
6:00p SR
SR & SM Parishioners
8:30a SR
† Cary Osborn
11:00a SM
† Paul Johnson
1:00p SM
† Anayeli Garcia 
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Thursday
Saturday 

E
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM

  E   A 






Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p

SM
SR


B S D
Please submit informa6on for the bulle6n to the parish oﬃce by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Grieving with those who Grieve
The apostle Paul exhorts us, “Rejoice with
those who rejoice, weep with those who
weep” (Romans 12:15). Unfortunately,
heeding Paul’s advice is not so simple as it
sounds. SiGng with others in their sadness
can be one of the most unseHling things to
do ʹ especially when we are powerless to
do anything about it. It is so much easier
to throw a cliché at the unpleasant emo6ons, as though uHering an incanta6on that will magically make
us all live happily ever aKer. The truth is that we are unseHled
and are trying to protect ourselves from the mess of the other
person’s experience.
Whatever our loss or wounds may be, our human misery will be
too much to bear if we try to do it alone. God made us for communion with himself and with each other. It is within healthy
community that healing happens.
Unfortunately, healthy community can be hard to ﬁnd. There is
plenty of dysfunc6on in our families and even in our Chris6an
churches. The more challenging emo6ons like anger or guilt or
grief are unwelcome and avoided. They are seen as something to
be eliminated, rather than a healthy part of the human experience. This extermina6on of unwelcome emo6ons can be done in
a more abusive way (“Stop crying, or I’ll give you a reason to
cry!”) or a more subtle way (“There are other people who have it
much worse…”). The unspoken message is “you shouldn’t feel
that way.” But some6mes we do. It’s just a fact.
If we want to understand what it truly means to be human, we
look to Jesus (the New Adam) and to Mary (the New Eve). They
model so many virtues for us, including a refusal to shortcut the
hardest human experiences like sadness.
“Jesus wept” (John 11:33). It’s the shortest verse of the Bible,
and one of the most meaningful: Even though he is the resurrec6on and the life, even though he knew that he was about to raise
Lazarus from the dead aKer four days in the tomb, Jesus wept.
He wept over his dead friend. He wept with those who were
weeping. He didn’t avoid or minimize the healthy human experience of grieving.
In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus became “sorrowful even to
death” (MaHhew 26:38). This was not a dismay at his own immanent death. Rather, he was freely taking upon himself the full
depths of human sin and suﬀering and misery ʹ drinking it to the
dregs. He felt in his heart every agony, every sorrow, every
wound, every tragedy ʹ the greatest of which is sin. He entered
into our sadness and freely oﬀered our human condi6on to his
Father, crying out from the Cross the plea of every agonizing human heart: “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?”
In the LeHer to the Hebrews, we learn that Jesus’ empathy with
us led him to the point of loud sobs and tears (Hebrews 5:7). Is
that not what is popularly described today as an “ugly cry”? You
know, the kind of uncontrollable sobbing that we all suppress
and avoid and feel embarrassed about? Most of us are more cau6ous and selfͲprotec6ve than Jesus was in his loud sobs. As the
poet T.S. Eliot used to say, “Humankind cannot bear very 

much reality.”
The problem with painful emo6ons is that, well, they’re painful.
We’d rather not experience them. We especially avoid the experience of powerlessness in the face of others’ suﬀering. It’s easier
to ﬂee or to ﬁx. We “ﬂee” by avoiding those around us who are
suﬀering in an unbearable way, like the priest and Levite in the
Good Samaritan story. Our withdrawing causes their experience
of abandonment and isola6on to become like that of the suﬀering servant foretold by the prophet Isaiah: “He was spurned and
avoided by men, a man of suﬀering, knowing pain, like one from
whom people turn their face…” (Isaiah 53:3).
“Fixing” is no beHer than ﬂeeing. Many Chris6an families and
faith communi6es, in their avoidance of “ugly” emo6ons, try to
make it all beHer with a pious saying or an invita6on into busyness and distrac6on. Fixing is not grieving, and it doesn’t actually
comfort anyone. When Job was in agony, he didn’t need ﬁxing;
he needed someone to sit on the dung pile and be sad with him.
On Good Friday, Jesus drank the chalice of human suﬀering to
the full. He refused to numb his pain with the gall oﬀered him.
Likewise, his mother Mary stood at the foot of the Cross (John
19:25). She didn’t avoid or escape.
On Holy Saturday, Jesus descended into hell, and Mary con6nued
watching and wai6ng in sorrowful hope. Perhaps she had some
inkling of the resurrec6on to come ʹ but surely not of when or
how. Hope is hard. We know that God is faithful, but we have no
idea how long the suﬀering will last, or how our prayers will be
answered. We are tempted to take a shortcut and avoid the full
experience of Good Friday and Holy Saturday.
The joy of Easter indeed comes as promised ʹ but oKen in ways
that catch us by surprise. Intense sorrow is no obstacle to intense
joy ʹ quite the opposite. It is only when we learn to stop hardening our hearts and protec6ng ourselves that we become capable,
not only of embracing the “ugly” human experiences that we’d
rather avoid, but also of experiencing the joy of the resurrec6on.
May Jesus open our hearts and help us to empathize with each
other as we watch and wait in hope for the surprises and healing
that the risen Lord is eager to bring us.

Sacraments
Bapsm: Parents should request the bapsm of their infants at least two months prior to the ancipated date of 
bapsm. A class for parents is required. See your parish
website for more informaon, to download forms, and to
see upcoming bapsmal class dates.


Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebraon of
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the
me of formal engagement or at least six months prior to
the ancipated date of marriage. 


Anoinng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have
been sick for a long period of me should receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy Communion. Please call one
of the parish oﬃces to make arrangements.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Forma%on

Eucharisc Adoraon
Tuesdays, 5:00Ͳ9:00p. ”Could you not watch with me one hour?”
Social Sunday
May 12 in the Parish Hall aKer 11:00a Mass. All are welcome!
Bapsm Classes
Next Bap6sm prep class is Sunday, May 19 at 9:30a. For more
informa6on or to sign up, please contact the Parish oﬃce. 
Plácas de Bausmo
Próxima plá6ca de bau6smo será domingo, 2 de junio a las
2:00p. Para más información o para anotarse comuniquese con
Jessica en la oﬁcina parroquial.

Middle School Youth Group this Sunday! All 6Ͳ8th graders are
invited to a deaneryͲwide Youth Group for games, snacks, Bible
teaching, small groups, friends and prayer. Join us Sunday, April
28 from 6:00Ͳ7:30p at the Rubenzer Home, 6104 White Owl
Lane. Details at ECDYouthMinistry.com or call Jaqueline at 414Ͳ
698Ͳ6040. 

Re%ro Emaús
Te animas a un encuentro personal con Jesucristo? Re6ro Emaús
solo para mujeres desde el 28Ͳ30 de junio y para hombres desde
el 26Ͳ28 de julio. Re6ros serán en Sparta, costo es de $100 por
persona. Espacio limitado, para anotarse desde ya comuniquese
con Jessica en la oﬁcina parroquial. Más detalles muy pronto.

Mother’s Day Rose Sale
The Eau Claire Chapter of Wisconsin Right to Life is
holding it’s annual Rose Sale aKer Masses on Mother’s
Day weekend. The beauty and delicacy of the rose reminds us of the dignity of each human life; it’s red color
and thorns reminds us of the untold lives lost to abor6on. Please
consider purchasing a rose for the special woman in your life.
Suggested dona6on: $3 each or two for $5.

Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus monthly mee6ng will be held on
Monday, May 6. 

Prayer Chain
To add a name or
6on to the prayer
email Janet Fox
book@charter.net
529Ͳ1587. 


prayer intenchain, please
at generalor call 715Ͳ

Elizabeth Ministry
To add a name, due date, birth
date, request a meal, or to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at
715Ͳ864Ͳ3048.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$6,566.50
Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$22.50
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,745.77
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$8,334.77
Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,077.00

Last Week’s Scrip Informaon
Amount Sold͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$4,860.00
Thank you!


2nd Graders (and Parents) from Family Faith Formaon who
are preparing for First Communion!
Our First Reconcilia6on Retreat (English) is this Friday, May 3 at
6:15p. Please make sure at least one parent aHends
Our First Reconcilia6on Mass (English) is this Sunday, May 5 at
11:00a. Please arrive at 10:00a for photos and prepara6on. 

Estudiantes de 2do grado (y padres) de la formación de la Fe
familiar que se preparan para la Primera Comunión: 
Nuestro Primer Re6ro de Reconciliación (español) es este
viernes, 3 de mayo a las 7:30p. Por favor, asegúrese de que al
menos uno de los padres asiste.
¡Nuestra Primera Misa de Reconciliación (español) es este domingo, 5 de mayo a las 1p! Poe favor llegue a las 10:00a para
fotos y preparación.

First Saturday Devo%on
Join us as Our Lady requested at Fa6ma, to obtain
peace for the world. On Saturday, May 4, at the
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse, a medita6on on one of the mysteries of the Holy Rosary will
be given by one of the Friars of the Immaculate. Talk
begins at 10:00a in the Shrine Church, followed by the Holy Rosary at 10:30a and the Holy Sacriﬁce of the Mass at 11:00a. Confession available from 10:30 Ͳ 11:00a and also following the
11:00a Mass. 
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Parish Receponist715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 100

Saturday, May 4, 4:00p



Lector

D Wogernese

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers


Z Niedzwiecki, A Leis
M Nuesse
M Niedzwiecki
W Liedl, A Tiry,
C Tiry, M Kloss

Bilingual Secretary (PartͲ6me)
Jessica Ferrer
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com 


Oﬃce Manager 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 146
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formaon 

Jacqueline Van Hemert 414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 

Maintenance 

Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com

St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal



Sunday, May 5, 11:00a
Lector

N Hurlburt

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers
 

R Hadt, B Smiskey
J Bechly
J Bechly
D McNamara, T Sykora,
D Hawker, F Chukwudelunzu

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

ECDCCW Spring Mee%ng

Ladies of the Parish

Family Faith Formaon
Congratula6ons and thank you to KͲ8
families for a fantas6c year! Your par6cipa6on, energy, and enthusiasm were
so appreciated!!  Don't forget, if you're
out of town and need to know where the
nearest Mass is, you can go to
www.mass6mes.org.Praying for a happy
and blessed summer for you all!
2nd grade families: First Communion
retreat and rehearsal are on Wednesday,
May 1 from 5:30Ͳ7:30p. Dinner will be
served and siblings are invited.
Communion to Homebound
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.
Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin via
email:
ewelin327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at
715Ͳ286Ͳ5171. 
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a. 
Mass Intenons
We welcome Mass inten6on requests,
but please be pa6ent as our Mass inten6on list is now 6 months out. Every Mass
will be said, and in the order received.

All women of the parish are invited to
aHend the Eau Claire Deanery Council of
Catholic Women Spring Mee6ng that is
being hosted by St. Raymond PCCW on
Thursday, May 2 at St. Raymond’s.
5:00p Ͳ Registra6on
5:30p Ͳ Mass
Followed by the Mee6ng and Meal
7:00Ͳ9:00p Ͳ Confessions and
Eucharis6c Adora6on
Join in this event of fellowship with other
Catholic women in our Deanery!

The Parish Council of Catholic Women is
searching for several women interested
in running for oﬃcer posi6ons. The Vice
President oﬃce remains vacant and has
one year remaining in the cycle. The
President and Secretary posi6ons are up
for elec6on in May with installa6on in
June. The posi6ons are from July 2019 to
June 2021. Please contact any of the
current oﬃcers to submit your name if
interested. These volunteer posi6ons are
a great way to help serve our Parish and
develop friendships with other women of
our Parish.
President Kim Gonyo
tkgonyo@icloud.com
Treasurer Claire Parr 
parrstrum@gmail.com or 715Ͳ878Ͳ4184
Secretary Mary King
kingmarter@gmail.com or 715Ͳ878Ͳ9472

L M
Saturday, May 4, 6:00p
Lector

A Christ

Servers
Ushers


E Frank
A Christ, B Sorge



Sunday, May 5, 8:30a
Lector

T Falbo
 N Falbo, T Fischer, L Hinrichs
Servers
E Smith, B Ceranski, B Quirk
Ushers
P & J Quirk, B Grzyb, 
 
D Olson
Greeters T & S Mayer
Counters T & S Mayer, R Muller

Adver%ser of the Week




Baby BoBles for Life
We will once again be collec6ng monetary dona6ons in
support of life, star6ng on
Mother’s day and ending on
Father’s day. Baby boHles will
be in the gathering space for
you to take and ﬁll with loose
change. 10% of the funds will
be given to Apple Crisis Pregnancy Center
in Eau Claire and the rest to the Eau
Claire Chapter of Right to Life. Thank you
for your support!
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Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formaon 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz 
507Ͳ828Ͳ9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

PriestͲinͲResidence
Fr. John Schultz
715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

Reach Out To Others
Have you no6ced someone who has not
been at Mass and may need some assistance geGng to Mass or receiving Communion? We’d like to see what we can do
to help so please contact Marianne Callaghan at 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840 with anyone you
think might be in need. Thank you for
keeping an eye out for our fellow parishioners!

Pastoral Council Mee%ng
The next St. Raymond’s Pastoral Council
Mee6ng will be Tuesday evening, April
30. If you have any ques6ons or concerns
for the Pastoral Council please contact
one of the Pastoral Council members
before the mee6ng. 

May Anniversary Blessings
If you will be celebra6ng your
wedding Anniversary in May,
please sign up in the gathering
space for a special blessing aKer the
Masses on May 11 and 12.

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $2,847.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$49.00
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$699.00
Capital Campaign͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$10,210.00
Easter͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2,745.00
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘$16,550.00

Mass Servers at St. Mary’s and St. Raymond’s
Our Parishes are blessed to have wonderful volunteers
who serve at our Masses! They preform a very vital role
during our liturgy. Please thank a Mass server the next
me you have a chance, and let them know how much
you appreciate their gi! to our Parishes!

St. Raymond’s
Servers:
Alyssa Burmesch
Kyle Burmesch
Colleen Callaghan
Patrick Callaghan
Brayden Ceranski
Eddie Falbo
Ethan Frank
Isaiah Frank
Jus6n Frank
Kenna Gruba
MaHhew Hoﬀ
Reagan Knolmayer
Dan Messerschmidt
Breckin Quirk
Evan Smith
Ethan Wright
Joshua Wright


Tesmonials from a few of our Servers...
"Serving is really fun because you get to be really involved in the Mass. You get to
do all of the behindͲtheͲscenes stuﬀ!" Ͳ Mason Nuesse
“There is no place closer, than on the altar, to witness the miracle that happens at
each and every Mass. “ Ͳ Jim Bechly
“I like to serve Mass because it makes me feel closer to God.“ Ͳ Lucas Kovacevich
"Serving Mass is an amazing experience. I think that it provides you with a new
and unique perspec/ve on Mass as a whole.” Ͳ Gabriel LeGore
“I like to be able to ac/vely do something during Mass. My favorite thing is the
entrance and gospel procession.” Ͳ Ethan Wright
“Because it’s fun to be able to par/cipate during Mass. I like to ring the bells.”
Ͳ Josh Wright
“I serve at Mass because I love to help out in some way at St. Raymond, and one
way is to serve. I will con/nue serving for as long as I go to church at St. Raymond.
I like most about being a server is ringing the bells when we kneel down so Father
can make the bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ. Thank you, this is
such a blessing!” Ͳ Kenna Gruba 
“I serve at Mass to serve God. What I enjoy most about serving is a chance to help
me and other people grow closer to God.” Ͳ Kyle Burmesch
“I serve at Mass because I know it’s the right thing to do and I enjoy it. What I
like the most about being an altar server is being able to serve the Lord.”
Ͳ Alyssa Burmesch
“I serve because it's a good thing to do for the Parish. It's a big responsibility that I
take seriously. What I like most about being an alter server is being able to be
front in center to listen to Father's homily.” Ͳ Brayden Ceranski

Adult Servers:
Jerry Campbell
Eddie Falbo
Tom Falbo
Ethan Frank
Bob Lesniewski
Dan Messerschmidt
Jerry Rollins
Evan Smith

St. Mary’s
Servers:
Brayden Albee
Sam Black
Cole Chilson
Tanner Chilson
Nash Cullinan
John Fox
Levi Frank
Ryder Hadt
Landon Johnson
Lucas Kovacevich
Gabriel LeGore
Alexander Leis
Joseph Mullenberg
Noah Mullenberg
Zach Niedzwiecki
Mason Nuesse
Thomas Perkins
Isaac Petersilka
Andrew Riccardi
Anthony Riccardi
David Riccardi
Alex Rosener
Jacob Rubenzer
Ryan Semerad
Braden Smiskey
MaH Talley
MaHhew Wanke
Rick Wanke
Sawyer Webster
Donovan Wogernese
Garret Wolterstorﬀ
George Wolterstorﬀ
JP Wolterstorﬀ


AAendant Servers:
Jim Bechly
John Fox
Joseph Mullenberg
Noah Mullenberg
Mike Niedzwiecki
Mason Nuesse
Charlie Thurner
Rick Wanke
Donovan Wogernese

