St. Mary
1812 Lynn Avenue
Altoona, WI 54720 
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 
www.stmarysͲaltoona.com

St. Raymond of Peñafort
E10455 Mallard Road 
Fall Creek, WI 54742 
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
www.straymond.us
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Sat., May 18


Sun., May 19




Mon., May 20
Tue., May 21
Wed., May 22 
Thu., May 23




Fri., May 24
Sat., May 25


Sun., May 26







May 18 through May 26
4:00p SM
Mick Rohn
6:00p  SR
† Eugene Pipkorn
8:30a  SR
Priest Inten"on
11:00a SM
† Jo Ann LeMere
1:00p SM
Priest Inten"on
²²² No Mass ²²²
²²² No Mass ²²²
²²² No Mass ²²²
8:00a SR
† Mary Hehli
11:00a 
Mass at Grace Willowbrook
3:30p 
Mass at Dove Osseo
9:00a SM
† Carol Mayer
4:00p SM
† Paul C & Clara Bauer
6:00p SR
† Bob & Phyllis Klees
8:30a SR
† Barbara Rockow
11:00a SM
SM & SR Parishioners
1:00p SM
John & Marilyn Rindo Family
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Thursday
Saturday 

E

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM

  E   A 



Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p

SM
SR

Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140


B S D

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Please submit informa"on for the bulle"n to the parish oﬃce by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
IMPORTANT UPDATES
As I enjoy some much needed "me oﬀ this
weekend, please take a moment to read
some exci"ng and important updates in
our two parishes!
Summer Improvement Projects
Please expect a liAle mess this June and
July as both parish churches get a faceliB.
St. Mary’s, at long last, will have a real
Confessional. St. Raymond’s will be working on the muchͲan"cipated pain"ng and ligh"ng project. Both
will be no"ceable while they are going on and should be wonderful when ﬁnished.
Confessional at St Mary’s. St. Mary’s was built in 1998. The original blueprints forgot to include a Confessional, so one was
squeezed into the sacristy, in the room where the altar servers
get vested for Mass. This setup was not ideal, for at least three
reasons. First and foremost, we need to protect every young or
vulnerable person in our parish. We have learned as a society
and as a church to be very careful about ever having young people alone with someone without some level of visibility. Secondly, in a desire to help everyone actually use this wonderful sacrament (which involves enough uneasiness as it is) we want all
Catholics looking for the Confessional to know right away where
they can ﬁnd it. Thirdly, for years we have struggled with awkwardness while geJng ready for Mass if confessions are also
going on at the same "me.
This project is old news that is ﬁnally happening. When we did
our “Planning for the Future” Capital Campaign in 2014, we
agreed that it would be best to build a real Confessional. Thanks
to some addi"onal dona"ons and some excellent planning, that
dream will now become a reality. It will be in the corner of the
church diagonally opposite from the sacristy. If you stand by the
altar and look back to the pastor’s oﬃce, you will soon see the
façade of a confessional. It will be shaped just like some of the
confessionals you ﬁnd in other churches. The middle door will be
for the priest. On the leB will be a door to enter for faceͲtoͲface
confession. On the right will be a door to enter for the screen.
The doors will have opaque glass, allowing appropriate visibility
while s"ll respec"ng privacy. Soon we hope to share with you
visual plans for the Confessional and will welcome your feedback!
Painng and Lighng at St. Raymond’s. If you are part of our
“God’s Hands” Capital Campaign (launched in 2017), you will remember the need for geJng in scaﬀolding and a liB to do
pain"ng and ligh"ng. Our Building and Grounds CommiAee has
the project scheduled for midͲtoͲlate June, combining the eﬀorts
of volunteers and professionals. We hope to complete these projects within a couple of weeks ʹ but as you know, complica"ons
can arise. We have allowed for up to 6 weeks in our calendar, just
in case. While construc"on is going on in the church, we will
need to move our worship (Mass, Adora"on, Confessions) to the
Parish Hall and/or Library. We will be sure that the temporary
worship spaces are digniﬁed and accommoda"ng.
Regarding color (in case you are wondering) aBer hearing everyone’s feedback, I am suppor"ng the strong majority in s"cking
with the original color scheme. It will be a great joy to have a

newly painted and beAer lit church to celebrate with Bishop Callahan on August 25. In addi"on to being the 17th anniversary of
the dedica"on, we will be celebra"ng the re"rement of the building debt!
Pastoral Outreach Coordinator
I am also pleased to announce the hiring of Carla Kostka to work
10 hours a week as Pastoral Outreach Coordinator for our two
parishes. As many of you know, we have been bringing weekly
communion to over 120 people in over 15 facili"es. That ministry
has grown complex and challenging, and we are very commiAed
to providing excellent care to all the members of our parish family ʹ especially those unable to join us at Mass. Our priests will
con"nue to get around week by week and see everyone, but with
Carla’s work we look forward to providing many new dimensions
of care. I strongly believe that many of you, the lay people, are
giBed by God to comfort the aﬄicted and visit the sick. Please
consider whether this is a desire God has placed in your heart. If
you think it is, please contact Carla at kostkacarla@gmail.com
Lay Re!rement Plan
I have excellent news regarding the Lay Re"rement Plan for the
Diocese of La Crosse. We have ﬁgured out a way to fully fund the
pension promised back in the 1970s. Like so many ins"tu"ons,
we followed the advice of actuaries and made promises that
probably were not wise or sustainable. People lived way longer
than predicted, and it became more and more diﬃcult to keep
paying the promised beneﬁts. As you may recall, in 2018 the Diocese was originally planning to give a lumpͲsum payout to the
par"cipants, ending the plan as an ongoing reality. Then the diocese reconsidered the decision. Then there was a long wai"ng
game. It has been an awkward, confusing, and painful process.
The bishop’s apology to each and every lay employee and former
employee meant a lot.
Now that all is said and done, the end result is great news. All the
employees and former employees will receive what they have
been promised. The cost will be spread around. Already the Diocesan Annual Appeal was kicking in $115,000 per year. It will now
kick in $230,000 ʹ not by asking for more but by cuJng in other
areas. The priest re"rement fund is in okay shape. Every parish is
currently paying $2,000 a year towards priest re"rement. They
will now pay just $1,000 to priest re"rement and the other
$1,000 to lay re"rement. That leaves a much more manageable
bill to be shared by all our ins"tu"ons (I had really been bracing
for painful news). St. Mary’s will be adding $2,335 annually and
St. Raymond’s $885 annually. We will be honored to do that to
keep our promises to those employees.

Sacraments
Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebraon of
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the
me of formal engagement or at least six months prior to
the ancipated date of marriage. 


Anoin ng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have
been sick for a long period of me should receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy Communion. Please call one
of the parish oﬃces to make arrangements.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

St. Mary’s is Hiring

Bap!sm Classes
Next Bap"sm prep class is May 19 at 9:30a. For more informa"on or to sign up, please contact the Parish oﬃce. 
Plá!cas de Bau!smo
Próxima plá"ca de bau"smo es el 2 de junio a las 2:00p. Para
más información comuniquese con Jessica en la oﬁcina parroquial. Prepárese antes de el Sacramento de Bau"smo. 

Do you have a heart for encouraging and evangelizing families?
A knack for crossing every "t" and doJng every "i"? A love for
sharing our Catholic faith? St. Mary's Parish is seeking a partͲ
"me Faith Forma"on Coordinator. We are looking for an energe"c candidate who can support, educate and empower parents as the primary educators of their children's faith by coordina"ng a unique, familyͲbased catechesis program in addi"on to
maintaining sacramental and other necessary records within
the Faith Forma"on department. Candidates should be passionate Catholics with fantas"c organiza"on and communica"on
skills, familiarity with the sacramental prepara"on process and
a vision for sharing the Gospel and forming disciples of Jesus.
Bilingual capability (English and Spanish) is a plus! To apply,
please
eͲmail
a
cover
leAer
and
resume
toJacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.comor mail to Jacqueline Van
Hemert, 1812 Lynn Avenue, Altoona, WI 54720. Deadline for
applica"ons is June 12, 2019.

Formed.ORG
This Memorial Day as we remember our fallen heroes, we remember in a par"cular way, Servant of God Fr. Emil Kapaun. He
is the most decorated Chaplain in United States history, making
a name for himself on baAle ﬁelds and in a prison camp with his
fearless aJtude and undying commitment to his men. Hear his
story in the inspira"onal documentary featured this week on
Formed.org.

Thank You!
Thank you to those who purchased roses on Mother’s
Day! We received $525.00 in dona"ons that will be given
to Eau Claire Right to Life. 

Prayer Chain
To add a name or prayer inten"on to the prayer chain,
please email Janet Fox at generalbook@charter.net or call
715Ͳ529Ͳ1587. 

Elizabeth Ministry

To add a name, due date, birth date, request a meal, or
to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715Ͳ864Ͳ3048.


Witnesses for Christ Conference 2019
You probably have children, rela"ves and friends who have not
yet developed a friendship with Jesus and some may not necessarily be interested in pursuing one. You may also feel afraid or
unsure how to open up a discussion about your own rela"onship with Christ. Learn simple skills to accompany others on
their journey to Jesus. This annual Conference is for EVERYONE.
Conference will be on August 9Ͳ10 at Blessed Sacrament Parish,
located at 130 Losey Blvd S., La Crosse, WI. Cost is $70 by July
19, $85 by July 30, this includes Friday lunch and buﬀet, Saturday breakfast, lunch and materials. For more informa"on contact Susan Skemp at 608Ͳ791Ͳ2658 or register online at hAps://
diolc.org/catechesis/witnessesͲforͲchristͲconferenceͲ2019/
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Parish Receponist715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 100


Bilingual Secretary (PartͲ"me)
Jessica Ferrer
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com 


Oﬃce Manager 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 146
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formaon 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$4,497.00
Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$15.50
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$912.79
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5,425.29
Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$475.00
Last Week’s Scrip Informa!on
Amount Sold͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3,340.00


Thank you!

Jacqueline Van Hemert 414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 

Maintenance 

Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com

St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal
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Saturday, May 25, 4:00p
Lector

J Spalding

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers


Z Niedzwiecki, L Frank
D Wogernese
D Wogernese 
W Liedl, R Verdegan,
B Webster, H Talley



Sunday, May 26, 11:00a
Lector

J Satnik

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers
 

R Hadt, A Rosener
J Fox
J Fox
R Smeltzer, T Sykora,
R Mullenberg, D Kamrowski

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Baby BoIles for Life

Discernment Retreat

Mass Cancelled
There will be no morning Mass on Tuesday, May 21
Family Faith Forma!on
A very big THANK YOU to the PCCW for
their generous giBs for the First Communicants and Conﬁrmandi from St. Raymond's!! Their though]ul giBs are so
deeply appreciated.
Communion to Homebound
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.
Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin via
email:
ewelin327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at
715Ͳ286Ͳ5171. 
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a. 
Mass Inten!ons
We welcome Mass inten"on requests,
but please be pa"ent as our Mass inten"on list is now 6 months out. Every Mass
will be said, and in the order received.
Ligh!ng and Pain!ng Project
We are hoping to start the projects inside
the Church on June 23 and ﬁnish up by
July 14.

We will once again be collec"ng monetary dona"ons in
support of life, star"ng on
Mother’s day and ending on
Father’s day. Baby boAles will
be in the gathering space for
you to take and ﬁll with loose
change. 10% of the funds will
be given to Apple Crisis Pregnancy Center
in Eau Claire and the rest to the Eau
Claire Chapter of Right to Life. Thank you
for your support!

Catholic young adult women are invited
for a May 26Ͳ28 Discernment Retreat on
Medita"on and Contempla"on. Call or
text Sister Julie Ann at 920Ͳ323Ͳ9632 with
ques"ons or concerns or visit us at
hAps://fsccͲcalledtobe.org.

L M
Saturday, May 25, 6:00p
Lector

R SchmiA

Servers
Ushers


B Lesniewski
M Rockow, K Roberts



Sunday, May 26, 8:30a
Lector

J Ceranski
 L Hinrichs, J Quirk,
 
J VeAerkind
Servers
T Falbo, J & E Wright
Ushers
P Quirk, L VeAerkind,
 
B Grzyb, B Severinski
Greeters K Krupka, P Gentry
Counters R Muller, P Gentry, P Barth

AdverFser of the Week




SECURITY
SERVICES
Since 1953

715Ͳ832Ͳ1222 permarsecurity.com

Parish Council of Catholic Women
Thank you for your generosity
during the DCCW collec"on on
Divine Mercy Sunday. The
PCCW collected $522.54 for the
Diocese and its chari"es.

CongratulaFons Ali!
Congratula"ons to Ali
Beimborn! Ali scored a
perfect score of 36 on her
ACT. Ali is a teacher in
the Kindergarten and 1st
grade classroom at St.
Raymond's, is a lector,
and went on the Peru trip with Fr. Derek
last summer. Way to go Ali! We're proud
of you!

S. R!"#’ P S
Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formaon 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Lead the Rosary/Chaplet
We need addi"onal people to help lead
the Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy
on Sunday mornings before the 8:30a
Mass. Please prayerfully consider helping
out with this ministry and contact Luanne
Scheuermann at 715Ͳ835Ͳ7818 with any
ques"ons. Thank you!

Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Visit the Shrine during the month of May!
The Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe is a
devo"onal space of pilgrimage situated
on nearly 100 acres of beau"ful Wisconsin land that yearly welcomes thousands
of pilgrims from all over the world to experience unique spiritual renewal.
Founded by Raymond Cardinal Leo Burke
while he was bishop of La Crosse, the
Shrine has become a special place for the
Cardinal and he remains an integral part
of its mission and ac"vi"es. The Shrine
oﬀers a holis"c experience of prayer and
renewal that can only be found here
through sacred spaces like the Shrine
church and the Blessed John Duns Scotus
Friary; the numerous outdoor spaces like
the Medita"on Trail, the Memorial to the
Unborn, the Rosary Walk and the Sta"ons
of the Cross; and the welcoming Pilgrims
Center. The Shrine is open daily at 9:00a
and closes at 4:00p in May. For more informa"on visit the website at hAps://
www.guadalupeshrine.org/

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz 
507Ͳ828Ͳ9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

PriestͲinͲResidence
Fr. John Schultz
715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $3,167.00
Holy Day Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$9.15
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$399.05
Capital Campaign͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,256.67
Building Fund Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,112.00
Easter͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$20.00
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5,968.87

