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June 29 through July 7
4:00p SM
† Paul C & Clara Bauer
6:00p  SR
† Bob & Phyllis Klees
8:30a  SR
† SR & SM Parishioners
11:00a SM
† Allen A & Randy J Schwoerer
1:00p SM
Priest Inten*on
²²² No Mass ²²²
8:00a SR
† Elizabeth Ida
8:00a SM
† Dorothy Manney
8:00a SR
† Dianne Pipkorn
9:00a SM
† Mr. & Mrs. Ed Su4er
9:00a SM
† Kip Schultz
4:00p SM
SM & SR Parisioners
6:00p SR
† Andrew Pipkorn
8:30a SR
† Barbara Rockow
11:00a SM
Special Inten*on
1:00p SM
John & Marilyn Rindo & Family

Sat., June 29


Sun., June 30




Mon., July 1
Tue., July 2
Wed., July 3 
Thu., July 4
Fri., July 5
Sat., July 6




Sun., July 7
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Thursday
Saturday 

E

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM

  E   A 



Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113




Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p

SM
SR
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Please submit informa*on for the bulle*n to the parish oﬃce by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Holy Desires
To be human is to desire. Our hearts are
made by God to long and to receive, to
seek and to ﬁnd. The very virtue of Hope is
deﬁned as a desire for the fulﬁlment of
God’s promises. Our whole human journey
begins with small seeds of divine desire
planted within us, slowly growing un*l
they reach full frui*on.
Perhaps one of the biggest piAalls for
Chris*ans is to think of desire as “selﬁsh.” True, we are ul*mately
called to lay down our lives in imita*on of Jesus. But we cannot
make a giD without ﬁrst having something to give. Far from being
a “selﬁsh” thing, our desires are actually the way in which God’s
grace eﬀects the most growth in us, so that our selfͲoﬀering to
him will truly be for the praise of his glory.
Let me begin by making a dis*nc*on between our urges, our
needs, and our desires. They oDen feel the same to the undiscerning heart, but are quite diﬀerent once we start paying a4en*on.
By “urges” I mean the daily tempta*ons that en*ce us to grasp
for things that we do not actually desire or need, things which
harm our rela*onship with God, self, and others. Typically that
comes in the form of one or more of the seven deadly sins:
glu4ony, lust, greed, envy, anger, sloth, or pride. In the throes of
these urges, we experience them as something we want to grasp
and possess, indeed as something that we must have. We can
think of Gollum seeking aDer his “precious” in The Lord of the
Rings.
Resis*ng unhealthy urges can be a ba4le. That ba4le is likely to
be more intense if we have been ignoring our authen*c human
needs. In my last post, I described those needs ʹ on a physical,
emo*onal, and spiritual level. We can choose to disregard them.
But when we do, our humanity is walking wounded, and we
make ourselves much more suscep*ble to urges and tempta*ons
for that promise much and deliver li4le. Our own brain will propose the urges to us as a way of trying to feel be4er. Or the devil
will enter in and a4ack. The devil is not God; he cannot create.
But he is deﬁnitely the enemy of our human nature who loves to
torment us, to kick us when we’re down. When we are feeling
empty or desperate in our human needs he ﬁnds it so much easier to sow his lies and ensnare us in habits of sin.
As important as it is to acknowledge our authen*c human needs
and dis*nguish them from our urges, it is our holy desires that
ma4er the most. It is there that the grace of God meets us.
Last year, I had the joy of par*cipa*ng at a priest retreat at the
John Paul II Healing Center in Tallahassee. The presenter, Dr. Bob
Schuchts, focused on the theme of “Holy Desires.” He reminded
us that the very word “desire” is of French origin, meaning “from
the LKLM.” We discover who we truly are by geNng in touch with
our deepest and holiest desires. It is there that we encounter
God the Father’s love for us, and our own unique iden*ty and
blessing from Him.
It is through our desires that spiritual growth happens. One day,
Scripture tells us, our capacity for God will be so great that we

will see Him face to face and, by that experience, be transformed
to become like God (1 John 3:2). The great and mighty Moses
was warned that no man could see God’s face and live (Exodus
33:20). Holy desires change all that. li4le by li4le, they help us to
become ready. They stretch and expand our hearts, slowly but
surely increasing our capacity to receive divine giDs. The more
we desire, the more we receive. The more we receive, the more
we desire. The process transforms us as we become who we are.
There is an old medieval axiom, quidquid recipitur ad modum
recipiens recipitur ʹ “whatever is received is received according
to the mode of the receiver.” In the case of God’s grace, He always ﬁlls us when we ask him, but our capacity to receive is limited. Saint Augus*ne puts it this way: “God wants us to exercise
our desire through our prayers, so that we may be able to receive
what he is preparing to give us. His giD is very great indeed, but
our capacity is too small and limited to receive it.”
In some cases, it is our selﬁsh urges that constrict us. Un*l we are
willing to die to self, we cannot be ﬁlled. We are coming to God
with clenched ﬁsts rather than open hands. I suspect He smiles at
us. We are like li4le children clutching our pennies when he is
ready to give us hundred dollar bills. He pa*ently waits un*l we
are ready to trust and surrender. In other cases, we genuinely
have the desire, but need more *me to grow. Even though God’s
grace moves swiDly, all authen*c human growth happens slowly.
Li4le by li4le, his grace stretches us through holy desires, careful
not to break us.
Gregory the Great describes this transforma*on that happens
through holy desires: “When our desires are not sa*sﬁed, they
grow stronger, and becoming stronger they take hold of their
object. Holy desires likewise grow with an*cipa*on, and if they
do not grow, they are not really desires. Anyone who succeeds in
a4aining the truth has burned with such a love.”
Have you burned with such a love? Are you in touch with your
deepest desires? They are God’s giDs to you. It is He who has
planted them. As we get in touch with them, we can start responding and growing in them, removing any obstacles and seeking the nurturing we need.
PROͲLIFE WITNESS: Since 1985, a local group of Chris*ans has
gathered weekly to bear peaceful witness to the dignity of each
human person. Sadly, every day in our na*on 3,000 human persons are killed through abor*on. Please consider joining our
prayer. Stand up for those have no voice to ﬁght for themselves,
and pray for the building up of a culture of life and a civiliza*on
of love. Loca*on: frontage road north of Planned Parenthood in
the Shopko Plaza (East Clairemont Avenue). When: Mondays
and Fridays 11:30amͲ12:30pm, Wednesdays 4:00pmͲ5:00pm
(rain or shine). For more informa*on contact: Don Anderson
(715Ͳ835Ͳ1724), Tony Sykora (715Ͳ864Ͳ7800) or Sara Hansen
(715Ͳ214Ͳ5081).

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Forma%on

Parish Oﬃce
The parish oﬃce will be closed on July 4th. Please have a safe
July 4th holiday!
Communion to Homebound
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy
Communion brought to them, please contact Carla Kostka at 715
Ͳ225Ͳ7419.
Prayer Chain
To add a name or prayer inten*on to the prayer chain, please
email Janet Fox at generalbook@charter.net .

Thanks to St. Mary’s parishioners and the Bishops Educa,on
Endowment Trust (BEET), our parish was awarded $1,198.00!
This money was used to help send members of our middle and
high school youth ministry team to Sco4sdale, Arizona for Life
Teen youth ministry training. We are so grateful for this grant,
and are excited to implement the things we learned from the
training into this year’s Conﬁrma*on program.

Totus Tuus! St. Mary’s is hos*ng Totus Tuus, a Catholic summer
program for kids entering grades 1Ͳ12, from July 28ʹ August 2.
For more informa*on or to register, visit www.StMarysͲ
Altoona.com
or contact Jacqueline at 715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 106. 


Fall Fes%val
Save the date! Fall Fest 2019 will be September 28 and 29. We
are s*ll in need of a few leaders to help plan the event. If you
are interested, please join us at our next mee*ng on June 19 at
6:00p in the Council Room or call Kris* Blackmon at 715Ͳ215Ͳ
2492.

Witnesses for Christ Conference 2019
You probably have children, rela*ves and friends who have not
yet developed a friendship with Jesus and some may not necessarily be interested in pursuing one. You may also feel afraid or
unsure how to open up a discussion about your own rela*onship
with Christ. Learn simple skills to accompany others on their
journey to Jesus. This annual Conference is for EVERYONE. Conference will be on August 9Ͳ10 at Blessed Sacrament Parish, located at 130 Losey Blvd S., La Crosse, WI. Cost is $70 by July 19,
$85 by July 30, this includes Friday lunch and buﬀet, Saturday
breakfast, lunch and materials. For more informa*on contact
Susan Skemp at 608Ͳ791Ͳ2658 or register online at h4ps://
diolc.org/catechesis/witnessesͲforͲchristͲconferenceͲ2019/

Threshold Retreat
The retreat is for young men entering
junior or senior year of high school, or
college, who have considered the Priesthood. It consists of three days of prayer,
conversa*on and reﬂec*ons on the
priesthood as well as plenty of recrea*on. July 12Ͳ14 at Holy Cross Diocesan
Center, beginning at 4:00p and concluding with 10:00a Sunday Mass with Bishop
Callahan. For more informa*on, call 608Ͳ
791Ͳ2667 or email voca*ons@diolc.org.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3,059.00
Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$44.55
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$742.36
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3,845.91

Last Week’s Scrip Informa,on
Amount Sold͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,930.00

Thank you!




Host Families Needed. Do you have a quiet home and a heart
for hospitality? If you’d be willing to host 2 collegeͲaged students (women or men) during Totus Tuus this summer, please
contact Jacqueline at 715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 106. The dates are July
27ͲAugust 2. All you’d need to provide is a comfy place to sleep
and a light con*nental breakfast each morning!

Can you help move books? We are in need of some volunteers
to help move books out of the St. Mary’s school library so we
can install new carpe*ng and a refresh coat of paint. Dates and
*me are ﬂexible and service hours can be rewarded if need be.
Contact Jacqueline Van Hemert at 715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 106

Formed.ORG
This week as we enter the season of Ordinary Time we meet a
young man who used the ordinary events of life to have a big
impact for God. Born in 1901 in Italy to a family of wealth and
status, Pier Giorgio Frassa* found that deep prayer, service to
the poor and a passion for bringing others to Christ led to a life
of purpose, peace and happiness. Get to know this modern man
of virtue this week on Formed.org. 
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Parish Receponist715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 100

Saturday, July 6, 4:00p



Lector

D Wogernese

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers


Z Niedzwiecki, A Leis
M Niedzwiecki
M Niedzwiecki
W Liedl, M Kloss,
J Corcoran, P Connell

Bilingual Secretary (PartͲ*me)
Jessica Ferrer
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com 


Oﬃce Manager 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 146
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formaon 

Jacqueline Van Hemert 414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 

Maintenance 

Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com

St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal



Sunday, July 7, 11:00a
Lector

J Satnik

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers
 

A Rosener, S Black
N Mullenberg
N Mullenberg
R Mullenberg, T Sykora,
F Chukwudelunzu, D Hawker

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Save the Date

Work in the Church

No Confessions or Adora,on
There will be no Confessions or Adora*on
at St. Raymond’s on Thursday, July 4 due
to the holiday.
Parish Oﬃce Closed
The parish oﬃce will be closed on Thursday, July 4 and Friday, July 5. Please have
a safe July 4th holiday!
2019 Fall Fes,val
St. Raymond’s Fall Fes*val will be September 20Ͳ22. Start planning now to volunteer and to a4end!
Communion to Homebound
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.
Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin via
email:
ewelin327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at
715Ͳ286Ͳ5171. 
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a. 
Mass Inten,ons
We welcome Mass inten*on requests,
but please be pa*ent as our Mass inten*on list is now 6 months out. Every Mass
will be said, and in the order received.

We will be celebra*ng our
parish anniversary on Sunday,
August 25 at 9:30a with Bishop Callahan. Mass will be celebrated at 9:30a instead of
8:30a that morning. Immediately aDer
Mass we will be sharing a grilled chicken
dinner in the parish hall. God willing, we
will also be re*ring our building debt.
Please plan to a4end!

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
Thank you to everyone who stayed aDer
Mass last weekend to help make our
move to the parish hall! Please note that
while the pain*ng and electrical work are
taking place we would prefer that no one
enter the Church because of safety issues. Daily and weekend Masses will be
taking place in the parish hall. Adora*on
will also be in the parish hall and some
chairs with kneelers will be provided.
Please enter Church through the main
doors or under the por,co and make
your way down the hallway. Do Not
a4empt to enter the parish hall doors, so
as not to disturb those already preparing
for Mass. The parish hall doors will be
locked. During the next few weeks the
library will be used as the priest sacristy
and confessional and will be unavailable
to check out books. We are sorry for this
inconvenience. We will be making every
a4empt to make the parish hall comfortable and reverent for Mass during the
next few weeks. Please let the oﬃce or
maintenance staﬀ know if there is anything you may need during this *me.

L M
Saturday, July 6, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers

B Lesniewski
B Sorge, K King
E Frank
T Starks, D Sorge



Sunday, July 7, 8:30a
Lector

T Smith
 L Hinrichs, J Bowers, J Quirk
Servers
E Smith, R Knolmayer, 
 
A Burmesch
Ushers
B Severinski, M Quirk,
 
P Quirk, D Olson
Greeters D & C Fiser
Counters M Burmesch, D Ziemann, 
 
P Gentry

Adver%ser of the Week




Home Security Team
Help Protect Your Family
1Ͳ888Ͳ891Ͳ6806

July Anniversary Blessings
If you will be celebra*ng your
wedding Anniversary in July,
please sign up in the gathering
space for a special blessing aDer the
Masses on July 13 and 14.

2019 Fall Fes%val
Your Fall Fes*val *ckets are in
the gathering space. Please pick
them up and help support your
fes*val by selling them to family
and friends. There are extra *ckets on the
table if you need more.
We are in need of someone to decorate
our hall and tent for the fes*val. Please
contact
Pete
Melrose
at
melrosepete@yahoo.com if you are interested. Make plans to be part of the fes*val
by crea*ng items to sell in the country
store or create a silent auc*on basket.

S. R!"#’ P S
Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formaon 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Lay Forma%on Ins%tute
New Lay Forma*on
Ins*tute (LFI) class
starts in the fall ʹ Registra*on is underway!
Registra*on is open for
the next twoͲyear Lay
Forma*on cycle that
begins this fall. Draw
closer to Christ and
deepen your knowledge of the Faith in a
joyful community of learners! For complete informa*on, schedule and applica*on
form,
visit
diolc.org/layͲ
forma*on. Discuss with your pastor and
contact the Oﬃce for Ministries and Social Concerns at ministries@diolc.org or
call 608Ͳ791Ͳ0161.

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz 
507Ͳ828Ͳ9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

PriestͲinͲResidence
Fr. John Schultz
715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $5,423.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5.80
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$233.75
Capital Campaign͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,300.00
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$6,962.55

