St. Mary
1812 Lynn Avenue
Altoona, WI 54720 
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 
www.stmarysͲaltoona.com

St. Raymond of Peñafort
E10455 Mallard Road 
Fall Creek, WI 54742 
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
www.straymond.us
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Sat., July 20


Sun., July 21




Mon., July 22
Tue., July 23
Wed., July 24 
Thu., July 25


Fri., July 26
Sat., July 27


Sun., July 28







July 20 through July 28
4:00p SM
† Anton Liedl
6:00p  SR
SR & SM Parishioners
8:30a  SR
† Eugene Erdman
11:00a SM
† Jackie Johnson
1:00p SM
Priest Inten+on
²²² No Mass ²²²
8:00a SR
† Willis Aniaux
8:00a SM
† Ardell Schneider
8:00a SR
† Janeen Peters
3:30p 
Mass at Dove Osseo
9:00a SM
† Marvin Schneider
4:00p SM
† Virginia Polenz
6:00p SR
† David Miller
8:30a SR
Children of 


Mike & Darlene Klobucar
11:00a SM
John & Marilyn Rindo & Family
1:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
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Thursday
Saturday 

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM
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Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113




Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p

SM
SR
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Please submit informa+on for the bulle+n to the parish oﬃce by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Throughout my seven years as pastor of
these two parishes, people have occasionally ques+oned the diﬀerence between
Mass at St. Mary’s and Mass at St. Raymond’s, especially in two areas: (1) exchanging the Sign of Peace, and (2) distribu+ng Holy Communion under both forms
(that is, having the laity receive from the
chalice as well as receiving the hosts).
Both are op+onal. It is totally legi+mate to
do them either way. Whichever op+on is chosen, the more important reality is understanding why we are doing what we are
doing. Some+mes, I have found, people desire these prac+ces for
the wrong reasons. Let’s consider today what they are really supposed to be about!
The Sign of Peace
The theology behind the Sign of Peace is rooted in our iden+ty as
the Body of Christ. Through Bap+sm and Faith our old self died
with Christ and we are now coͲmembers of Him. Every Sunday, as
we approach in the Communion line, we hear the minister say
“The Body of Christ” and we respond “Amen!”
In so doing, we are saying “Yes!” in four important ways: 1) “Yes,
I ﬁrmly believe, this is the Body of Christ”; 2) “YesͲI am a member
of the Body of Christ”; 3) “Yes, I am in communion with the other
members of the Body of Christ”; 4) “Yes, I want to be closely united in love with all these other members of the Body of Christ.”
When we exchange the Sign of Peace, it is a reminder to be at
peace with every member of the Body of Christ, recalling Jesus’
words: “If you bring your giL to the altar, and there recall that
your brother has anything against you, leave your giL there at
the altar, go ﬁrst and be reconciled with your brother, and then
come and oﬀer your giL” (Mt 5:23Ͳ24). The Sign of Peace, if
prac+ced, should especially be a moment in which we make
peace with those we ﬁnd the hardest to love.
Personally, I like the idea of exchanging the Sign of Peace, but
have found that the actual prac+ce of it oLen misses the point.
Unfortunately, in many parishes the Sign of Peace becomes more
a maNer of loud socializing or backͲslapping. Or people see it as a
way of being a more welcoming parish. Welcoming is enormously
important! However, the best way to welcome visitors is to
spend +me in the gathering space before Mass and introduce
yourself as they come in. If you pay aNen+on, you won’t have a
hard +me ﬁguring out that it is someone’s ﬁrst +me. No+ce
them. Help them feel at ease. Get to know their story.
By contrast, when we reach the Sign of Peace at Mass, the moment for “welcoming” has passed. We are now at a very solemn
and serious moment of preparing to plunge into the holy mystery
of Christ’s Body. It should be a moment of forgiving sins, lePng
go of grudges, and choosing to love everyone. This can be done
whilst shaking people’s hands or embracing them; it can be done
by silent prayer. Either way the most important thing is doing it!
Communion under both Forms
In the early Church, as far as we can tell, Chris+ans received the
Eucharist under the appearances of both bread and wine. Here
in the West, the faithful developed a more intense focus on

Christ truly present in the Eucharist (including prac+ces like visi+ng Jesus in Eucharis+c Adora+on). At some point, the prac+ce
developed of only distribu+ng the hosts to the faithful and only
on their tongues. The idea was that only the consecrated hands
of a priest should touch the Eucharist. The reforms of Va+can II
restored the op+on of distribu+ng from the chalice as well ʹ cau+ously at ﬁrst, then more broadly. There is a legi+mate diversity
of opinions among faithful Catholics on these points.
However, some+mes I hear comments that are more concerning.
It is important to be very careful about our language surrounding
the Eucharist. Once the bread and wine are consecrated, they
are no longer bread and no longer wine. We should speak of “the
Precious Blood” or “receiving from the chalice” rather than
“gePng wine” or similar statements. 
It is also important to realize that Jesus is wholly present in every
host ʹ Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity. If we receive even the
smallest fragment of a host, we receive the whole Jesus. If we
receive only from the chalice (as some with allergies must do) we
receive the whole Jesus. In the 1400’s and 1500’s the Church
condemned the Utraquist heresy. The Utraquists falsely taught
that we have to receive communion under both forms in order
for a full recep+on of the sacrament. Rather, the whole Jesus is
wholly received either way. This reality is driven home powerfully
for any of us who have given the +niest par+cle of a Communion
host to a dying person.
Some parts of the world commonly distribute communion under
both forms; others never do. Either prac+ce is a legi+mate op+on, as long as it is carried out reverently and without needlessly
mul+plying extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist. There is deﬁnitely a symbolic value to distribu+ng Communion under both
forms, but also lots of prac+cal challenges: it costs more; it
spreads germs (par+cularly to the ministers who consume the
ﬁnal drops). There is also the risk of spilling the Precious Blood of
Christ ʹ more so at churches like St. Mary’s that have a cramped
altar space. I should also note that, at St. Mary’s, we presently do
not have enough ministers to provide one person at the 4pm and
11am Masses each weekend. Tripling the number of ministers
wouldn’t make sense.
The beauty of our Catholic Faith is the fullness of truth expressed
in a wonderful diversity. Not every parish needs to be the same,
as long as we are all commiNed to Christ in love and truth.

Silver Rose Prayer Event at St. Mary’s
We want to make sure you are aware of a wonderful opportunity to pray together for respect for human life, the spiritual renewal of each na+on, and for the advancement of the message
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. You can do so by coming to the
“Silver Rose” prayer event at St. Mary’s Parish on Friday, July
26, at 7:30p.
Each year, the global Knights of Columbus organiza+on conducts its Silver Rose campaign. Pilgrim routes are set up from
Canada to Mexico, as the rose travels from stop to stop. This
year, St. Mary’s has been chosen as one of the pilgrimage sites.
Please consider coming with your family to join together in this
special prayer opportunity on Friday, July 26. 

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Holy Family Room

Lost and Found
Please check items in the Lost and Found box and the coat rack
located in the main hallway entrance. On July 31, items remaining in the box will be donated to charity.
Prayer Chain
To add a name or prayer inten+on to the prayer chain, please
contact Janet Fox at generalbook@charter.net or at 715Ͳ529Ͳ
1587.
Facebook Page
St. Mary’s Facebook page has tons of great stories about our
Parish members, current events, Catholic Faith informa+on, fun
ac+vi+es we oﬀer, Friday Funnies and so much more! “Like” our
page and keep up to date on all of our Parish news! 
Sacramento de Bau smo
El Sacramento de Bau+smo lleva una preparación, lo cual parte
de ésta preparación consta de plá+cas y disponibilidad. Debe ser
solicitada con varios meses de an+cipación. Comuníquese con
Jessica o Carmen en la oﬁcina parroquial.

Thank you for bringing your kids to Mass! You and your children
are always welcome here with JesusͲͲwiggles, crying, nursing,
hunger, meltdowns, outbursts and all! That said, if you ever
need a spot where you can take a break, calm down or escape
the pressure of public paren+ng for a bit, please feel free to use
the Holy Family room, located at the back of the church.
There’s a TV screen streaming the Mass, comfy chairs, a family
restroom and a few quiet toys just for you. Stay there as long as
you like, but come back and join us in the church again when
you’re ready! (Please note that all children must be accompanied by a parent or another adult when using the holy Family
Room. Thank you!)

¡Gracias por traer a tus hijos a Misa! Usted y sus hijos siempre
son bienvenidos aquí con JesúsͲͲmoviendos, llorando, amanatando, hambre, crisis, arrebatos y todo! Dicho esto, si alguna
vez necesita un lugar donde pueda tomar un descanso,
calmarse o escapar de la presión paternal pública por un rato,
por favor no dude en u+lizar el salón de la Sagrada Familia, situada en la parte posterior de la iglesia. Hay una pantalla de TV
que transmite la Misa, sillas cómodas, un baño familiar y algunos juguetes tranquilos solo para +. ¡Quédate ahí todo el
+empo que quieras, pero vuelve y únete a nosotros en la iglesia
cuando estés listo! (Tenga en cuenta que todos los niños deben
estar acompañados por uno de sus padres u otro adulto cuando
usen el salón de la Sagrada Familia. ¡Gracias!)

Fall Fes:val
Save the date! Fall Fest 2019 will be September 28 and 29. We
are s+ll in need of a few leaders to help plan the event. If you
are interested, please call Kris+ Blackmon at 715Ͳ215Ͳ2492.

Parish Council of Catholic Women
St. Mary’s Council Luncheon Ͳ Ladies, come and see what
the Parish Council of Catholic Women Board has planned
for the next year. ALer Mass on August 4 we will have
schedules available and a +me for ques+ons and answers. Food
will be provided so come and enjoy the friendships made with
your Catholic Community of Ladies.

St. Mary’s Elementary School
Looking for a faithͲ
based preschool program for your young
child? Openings remain for our Monday/
Wednesday 3 year old preschool program
at St. Mary’s Elementary in Altoona. If
you would like more informa+on, please
call St. Mary’s School oﬃce at 715Ͳ830Ͳ
2278 with any ques+ons. You can also
visit www.regiscatholicschools.com.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$4,251.00
Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$12.75
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$844.19
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5,107.94
Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,220.00
Last Week’s Scrip Informa on
Amount Sold͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$8,445.00
Thank you!




Advance Bulle:n Deadline
St. Mary’s and St. Raymond’s Parishes, both have an advance
bulle+n deadline for the August 11 bulle+n of July 29. Please
submit informa+on for the bulle+n to the parish oﬃce no later
then July 29. 
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Parish Receponist715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 100


Bilingual Secretary (PartͲ+me)
Jessica Ferrer
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com 


Oﬃce Manager 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 146
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formaon 

Jacqueline Van Hemert 414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 

Maintenance 

Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com

St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

L M
Saturday, July 27, 4:00p
Lector

J Spalding

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers


Z Niedzwiecki, T Perkins
M Niedzwiecki
M Niedzwiecki
C Tiry, A Tiry,
W Liedl, C Amorissani



Sunday, July 28, 11:00a
Lector

D Wogernese

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers
 

B Smiskey, M Wanke
R Wanke
R Wanke
T Sykora, D McNamara,
R Smeltzer, R Mullenberg

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Thank You! Thank You!

2019 Fall Fes:val

Knights of Columbus Scholarship
The Knights of Columbus is taking applica+ons for $500 scholarships in higher
educa+on. See the website for details.
Communion to Homebound
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.
Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin via
email:
ewelin327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at
715Ͳ286Ͳ5171. 
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a. 
Mass Inten ons
We welcome Mass inten+on requests,
but please be pa+ent as our Mass inten+on list is now 6 months out. Every Mass
will be said, and in the order received.
Augus ne Ins tute Book Rack
Looking for inspira+onal and spiritual
material? Take advantage of the books,
booklets and CD’s available in the library
at up to 78% oﬀ retail price. Understand,
live and share your faith with a good
Catholic book or listen to a Catholic CD
this summer. Learn about the sacraments, Church teachings and more!

Our summer camping trip to the Parish
Hall is over and we are back in our
Church! Many “thankyou’s” need to be
given to those who made our pain+ng
and ligh+ng project go so smoothly!
B&B Electric including Ben and Josh;
Brownell Pain+ng; the Kostka’s including:
Wayne, Barry, Ryan, BreN, Brock, Cody
and Jackson, and Mark Thompson, for
taking down and puPng back up our Sta+ons; Ryan Kostka for use of his trailer to
move chairs; St. Mary Parish for use of
the padded chairs; Regis High school for
use of the Altar; Bonnie Firkus and Julie
Graaskamp for coordina+ng the project;
Bob Grzyb for countless details and many
extra hours overseeing the work, Bill Cox,
Pat and Janet Quirk, Carla Kostka, Dianne
Walker, Mildred Jaenke and Ted Lubbick
for help in the ﬁnal cleaning, the Grandfather’s Club for behind the scenes work,
Pat Gentry for many hours of Sacristan
work and everyone who stayed aLer
Mass to help move to the Parish Hall and
then back into the Church! Of course we
are so grateful to our parishioners for
their generosity to the Capital Campaign
which made this project possible! The
Church is freshly painted, including the
Sta+ons and all of the ligh+ng has been
updated to LED’s so we are ready to celebrate our 17th anniversary on August 25!

The summer is going by quickly
and it is +me to think about how
you will be part of the Fall Fes+val! Start prac+cing for the variety show, shop for items to put in a Silent
Auc+on basket, or make craLs or preserves to sell at the Country Store! You
can also start signing up to help at
hNps://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080F44A9AA2DABFA7Ͳ2019. 
Please pick up your Fall Fes+val +ckets in
the gathering space. There are extra +ckets if you need them.
We are in need of someone to decorate
our hall and tent for the fes+val. Please
contact
Pete
Melrose
at
melrosepete@yahoo.com .

L M
Saturday, July 27, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers

B Lesniewski
J Sauter, B Sorge
J Campbell
B Grzyb, J Jaenke



Sunday, July 28, 8:30a
Lector

J Ceranski
 J Bowers, M Callaghan,
 
C Kostka
Servers
D Messerschmidt, M Hoﬀ,
 
M Zwiefelhofer
Ushers
B Severinski, M Quirk,
 
P & J Quirk
Greeters T & S Mayer
Counters T & S Mayer, D Ziemann

Adver:ser of the Week
Floors ‘N More

CarpetͲVinylͲCeramicͲWood Flooring
839Ͳ8048 Ͳ 1804 Rudolph Road

S. R!"#’ P S
Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formaon 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)

Early Bulle:n Deadline
Deadline for the August 11 bulle+n will
be July 29. Thank you for your help with
this early deadline!

Save the Date
We will be celebra+ng our
parish anniversary on Sunday,
August 25 at 9:30a with Bishop Callahan. Mass will be celebrated at 9:30a instead of
8:30a that morning. Immediately aLer
Mass we will be sharing a grilled chicken
dinner in the parish hall. God willing, we
will also be re+ring our building debt. 

ProͲLife Teen Camp
The Eau Claire County Chapter of Wisconsin Right to Life is oﬀering to pay the
$400 registra+on fee for up to four teens
to aNend the Life Summer Camp in Green
Lake, WI, August 4Ͳ9. The Camp is for
teens who want to learn more about the
proͲlife movement, and have a lot of
fun! Please call (715) 832Ͳ4705 by July
22. to take advantage of this oﬀer.

Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz 
507Ͳ828Ͳ9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

PriestͲinͲResidence
Fr. John Schultz
715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $4,135.00
Holy Day Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$20.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3.50
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$447.50
Capital Campaign͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2,130.00
Building Fund Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$30.00
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$6,766.00

Volunteer Church Cleaners


St. Mary’s and St. Raymond’s are blessed to have some
wonderful volunteers who work behind the scenes to keep our
Churches clean for sacred worship!
They deserve our thanks and gratitude for their humble service to our Parishes!

St. Mary’s

St. Raymond’s

Just a few very devoted volunteers 
clean the Church every week. 
They oﬀer their me quietly and 
generously. Cleaning pews, ﬂoors, 
windows and straightening items.

Bill and Ione Liedl

Volunteering a month at a me, these
generous people take turns cleaning our
Church. They vacuum, dust and clean so
the Church is ready for Mass each week.

Pat and Janet Quirk
Derek & Angie Frank
Jeﬀ & Tammy Smith
Sharon White & Cheri Miller
Mark & Kris Kuula
Mary King
Mike and Amy Quirk
John & Lori Ve;erkind
Dee Roberts & Carla Kostka
Kevin and Tammy Smith

Janet Marcon
Jennifer Rosener
Pat Gentry

If you would like to
volunteer to help
with this gift of service,
please call your
parish office.

