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August 24 through September 1
Sat., Aug. 24
4:00p SM



6:00p  SR
† George Geisert
Sun., Aug. 25
9:30a  SR
† Irma Anderson


11:00a SM
† John & Marilyn Rindo




& Family


1:00p SM
† Bernice Brantner
Mon., Aug. 26 ²²² No Mass ²²²
Tue., Aug. 27
8:00a SR
Fr. Derek Sakowski
Wed., Aug. 28  8:00a SM
† Stella Wogernese
Thu., Aug. 29
8:00a SR
† Gary Kaurich
Fri., Aug. 30
9:00a SM
† Carl Thurner
Sat., Aug. 31
4:00p SM
† Andrew Meyer


6:00p SR
† Anna Blanche5e
Sun., Sept. 1
8:30a SR
† Marlene Kadinger


11:00a SM
† Allen A & Randy J Schwoerer


1:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners




S   R  







Thursday
Saturday 

E

7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM

  E   A 



Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com




Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p

SM
SR


B S D
Please submit informa8on for the bulle8n to the parish oﬃce by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Leco Divina Part II: Meditaon
We con8nue our considera8on of how to
engage eﬀec8vely in Lec8o Divina, including its four chief components: (1) Reading,
(2) Medita8on, (3) Prayer, and (4) Contempla8on.
Last 8me we considered component #1:
purposeful reading as the fuel that consistently feeds the ﬂame of prayer in our
heart. Today we turn our a5en8on to
component #2: Medita8on.
In our contemporary world, “medita8on” has many connota8ons, not all of them helpful for launching into Lec8o Divina.
For instance, many of the medita8on gurus today urge us to
“clear our mind” and u5erly empty our imagina8on in order to
meditate. I do NOT recommend that approach ʹ certainly not for
beginners. True, silence is golden. True, it helps to calm down the
noise and let ourselves be s8ll. True, the ﬁnger that points at the
moon is not the moon. In other words, God is radically beyond
our ideas and images of Him. They are but shadows of His inﬁnity. Nevertheless, employing our mind and heart and will in the
process of medita8ng is healthy and holy for several reasons.
Most of us as weak human beings simply cannot proceed without
having images and ideas to latch onto. Knowing our condi8on,
God freely chooses to use ﬁnite images and concepts to feed us ʹ
especially at the beginning of our journey of prayer. He showed
us that inten8on when he sent his own Son in the ﬂesh, as the
visible image of the invisible God. He fully intends to appeal to
our ﬁve senses, our memory, our intellect, our will, and our imagina8on. Ac8vely praying with these facul8es allows them to be
healed and puriﬁed in his presence. 
I have encountered misguided methods of “centering prayer”
that urge the vaca8ng of our minds, appealing to John of the
Cross and other great mys8cs of our Chris8an tradi8on. I truly
love John of the Cross, and his message is clear: keep on medita8ng on something as long as it feeds you. 
Saint Paul explains to the Corinthians that we feed on milk when
we are babies, and gradually grow into the nourishment oﬀered
by solid food (1 Corinthians 3:1Ͳ2). Over 8me, God leads his holy
ones beyond ideas and images into his own inner life. That process can involve a purifying darkness, described by John of the
Cross as the “dark night of the soul.” One by one, God kicks away
the props we are leaning upon and teaches us to trust in Him
alone. That emptying of our mind and heart will come in 8me ʹ
step by step ʹ and only as we are ready. In the mean8me, most
of us need to meditate on something, fully engaging the mind,
heart, and will that God gave us.
There is also a deeper danger of emptying our minds, namely, a
lack of discernment of spirits. In the Bible, John warns his listeners, “Beloved, do not trust every spirit but test the spirits to see
whether they belong to God” (1 John 4:1). Unfortunately, not all
spirits are benevolent spirits. The angels are magniﬁcent creatures. Some of them serve us, and others seek our ruin. The devil
and his minions are cunning, baﬄing, and powerful. Jesus warns
us about leaving our house empty and undefended against malicious spirits (Luke 11:24Ͳ26). Eventually, people of prayer learn
the giL of discernment and can quickly recognize ʹ and combat ʹ
the decep8ons of the evil one. In the mean8me, a 

ChristͲcentered medita8on is the safest path for beginners.
We can express similar cau8ons regarding the prac8ce of mantras, another wellͲinten8oned and some8mes misguided method
of medita8on. The idea of using a mantra is to help soothe or
calm our mind, allowing us to enter a medita8ve state. In principal, it’s a marvelous idea. In prac8ce, it can become esoteric,
New Agey, or even idolatrous if it invites us to invoke the name
of a pagan deity or demon.
By contrast, the classic Chris8an way to soothe or relax our mind
through repe88on is to keep repea8ng a verse of Scripture, a
short prayer, or the name of Jesus. Actually, that is exactly the
idea behind the Rosary in the West and the “Jesus Prayer” in the
East. 
The model of medita8on is Scripture itself is found in the Virgin
Mary. Twice the evangelist Luke tells us that she treasured God’s
ac8vity in her heart (Luke 2:19, 51). We can do the same, in any
number of ways.
First there is the classic means, exercised by so many of the medieval monks. They ruminated. Not having a personal Bible of
their own, they fastened in on one verse heard orally and proceeded to ponder it for days on end. Imagine a cow chewing its
cud, savoring it. If we ﬁnd a Scripture verse that truly speaks to
our heart, we can keep mulling over it: verbally, mentally, or in
our imagina8on ʹ whatever works for us.
Igna8us of Loyola especially encourages the use of our imagina8on in prayer, sugges8ng that we put ourselves into the scene
we are pondering. For years I told people that this imagina8ve
means of medita8on didn’t work for me. I was mistaken. In more
recent years I have found enormous healing of imagina8on
through Lec8o Divina. Remember that “imagina8on” refers not
just to visual pictures but to all ﬁve of our senses and to our crea8ve capacity in general.
As we meditate, God may speak to us in any variety of ways: images, words, thoughts, emo8ons, and desires. I have deﬁnitely
found him to be full of surprises! In 8me, we will recognize when
our heart has been s8rred, and will allow ourselves to enter into
a heartͲtoͲheart encounter with the living God. We’ll pick up with
that point next 8me!
Read more at Father’s blog: www.abideinlove.com


Sacraments
Bapsm: Parents should request the bapsm of their infants at least two months prior to the ancipated date of 
bapsm. A class for parents is required. See your parish
website for more informaon, to download forms, and to
see upcoming bapsmal class dates.


Marriage: Couples who want to request the celebraon of
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the
me of formal engagement or at least six months prior to
the ancipated date of marriage. 


Anoinng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have
been sick for a long period of me should receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy Communion. Please call one
of the parish oﬃces to make arrangements.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Parish Council of Catholic Women

St. Mary’s Fall Fes/val

Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to
Janet Fox at generalbook@charter.net.
Homebound Visits
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.
Elizabeth Ministry
To add a name, due/birth date, or volunteer, call Emily Thurner at 715Ͳ864Ͳ3048. 

The PCCW would like to thank everyone
who helped make the Ice Cream Social a
success, especially all those who stopped
to enjoy the ice cream. We received
$402.00 in dona8ons that will be given to
St. Francis Food Pantry.

Save the date! Fall Fest
2019 will be September
28 & 29. The Fall Fest
Kickoﬀ last weekend was
a success! Congratula8ons to Emma Rosener for winning the jar of candy. With
just six weeks leL before the fes8val, we
are asking parishioners to help in the following ways:
Raﬄe TicketsͲPlease stop by the table in
the Narthex to pick up your family’s raﬄe
8ckets. Extra raﬄe 8ckets are available
outside the parish oﬃce if you would like
to sell/purchase more. Please remember
to turn in 8cket stubs and money to the
parish oﬃce as soon as possible to allow
8me for bookkeeping. NEW THIS YEARͲ
We are also raﬄing oﬀ a Green Mountain
Pellet Grill and a $750 voucher to the
Wilderness Resort in Wisconsin Dells;
8ckets are $3 each and will be sold before/aLer Mass. 
Silent AuconͲCheck the Silent Auc8on
board in the Narthex for dona8on requests. Please place new items in the
large box by Sunday, September 22. Contact Toni at 952Ͳ463Ͳ6189 with ques8ons
or to donate complete baskets.
Country StoreͲThe Country Store is looking for dona8ons of craLs, baked goods,
produce, and canned items. Popular
items include jewelry, home décor, jams
and quick breads. Donated items can be
dropped oﬀ in the Conference Room
ahead of 8me. Contact Jessica at 715Ͳ559
Ͳ4733 with ques8ons.
VolunteeringͲThere are s8ll many open
volunteer spots to be ﬁlled. We need
helpers the week before Fall Fest and
during the event. Follow the link on the
parish website or go to h5ps://
signup.com/go/uLvPKMs to sign up
online. You may also sign up aLer Mass
on the volunteer sheets in the Narthex.

Thank you in advance for your generous
donaons!

Financial Peace University
Never worry about money again with
Financial Peace University (FPU)! It’s the
proven plan to help you master budge8ng, beat debt, and live the life of your
dreams! Through 9 lessons rooted in biblical wisdom, your FPU group will learn
from Dave Ramsey and his team of ﬁnancial experts. FPU includes your member
workbook and other exclusive online
beneﬁts through a free year of Financial
Peace Membership, call Dennis Vanden
Bloomen at 715Ͳ379Ͳ6792 for more informa8on.

St. Mary’s Elementary School
Mark your calendars! We will kickoﬀ the
2019Ͳ20 school year with our open house
and orienta8on events on September 3
from 8:00a Ͳ 3:00p. This will not be a full
day for students. 

St. Paul’s Catholic Church
Join us for family fun at our Fall Fes8val
at St. Paul’s Catholic Church in BloomerͲ
September 22 from 10:30aͲ2:00p. 

Embracing your Call to Holiness
We live at a 8me when many seek to undermine the beauty and dignity of motherhood, the importance of fatherhood,
authen8c femininity, noble character,
and even the belief in the existence of
God. In response, the La Crosse and Eau
Claire Council of Catholic Women deaneries are uni8ng to host an event for
women of all ages that will revive in them
the nobleness of their mission, the dignity of their voca8on, and their call to holiness as women reﬂec8ng in Christ. This
special day for ladies is a oneͲday conference to be held at St. Mary Parish Hall,
Altoona, WI March 7, 2020. You will be
ediﬁed and challenged to fully embrace
your call to holiness. Contact Julianna
Brindle at julianna.brindle@gmail.com or
715Ͳ456Ͳ6351 for more informa8on.

L M
Saturday, August 31, 4:00p
Lector

J Spalding

S. M’ P S
Parish 
Recep onist

715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 100



Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers


R Semerad, S Webster
J Bechly
J Bechly
W Liedl, B Webster,
P Connell, M Kloss



Sunday, September 1, 11:00a
Lector

J Satnik

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers


B Smiskey, A Rosener
N Mullenberg
N Mullenberg
R Mullenberg, D McNamara, 
T Sykora, D Hawker



If you are interested in volunteering 
for any of these ministries 
please call the Parish Oﬃce

Bilingual Secretary (PartͲ8me)
Jessica Ferrer
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com 


Oﬃce Manager 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 146
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Forma on 

Jacqueline Van Hemert 414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 

Maintenance 

Mike Marcon
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com

St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$4,878.00
Youth͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$44.31
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$919.21
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5,841.52
Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,017.71
Scrip͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$4,260.00
Thank you!


St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

2019 Fall Fes/val

Thank You Bishop Callahan
Thank you to Bishop Callahan for being
with us today to celebrate the dedica8on
of our Parish!
Communion to Homebound
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.
Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin via
email:
ewelin327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at
715Ͳ286Ͳ5171. 
Mass Intenons
We welcome Mass inten8on requests,
but please be pa8ent as our Mass inten8on list is now 6 months out. Every Mass
will be said, and in the order received.
Augusne Instute Book Rack
Understand, live and share your faith
with a good Catholic book or listen to a
Catholic CD this summer. Take advantage
of the books, booklets and CD’s available
on the rack in the hallway.
Rural Life Day Ͳ September 13
Plan to a5end this year’s celebra8on,
hosted by O5er Creek Farms located at
6608 Cty. Rd A, Pi5sville, WI 54466. Bishop Callahan will celebrate Mass at 10:00a
followed by a program and meal. This day
is set aside to highlight rural life: its values and its contribu8on to the Church.

The Fall Fes8val posters have
been printed and are in the
Gathering Space. Please take
some and pass them around!
Start prac8cing for the variety show, shop
for items to put in a Silent Auc8on basket, or make craLs or preserves to sell at
the Country Store! 
Volunteer Sign Up: Sign Ups are now in
the gathering space. You can also sign up
to help by going online at h5ps://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080F44A9AA2DABFA7Ͳ2019. 
Fesval Raﬄe Tickets: Please pick up
your Fall Fes8val 8ckets in the gathering
space. Extra 8ckets are available.
Decorang: We are in need of someone
to decorate our hall and tent for the fes8val. Please contact Pete Melrose at melrosepete@yahoo.com .
Variety Show: Start prac8cing your talent and be part of the variety show! Sign
up in the gathering space or online at
h5ps://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080f44a9aa2dabfa7Ͳvariety1.
Silent Aucon Baskets: Help with the
Silent Auc8on by puXng together a basket! Gather items in a theme or oﬀer
some of your 8me or talent, like hos8ng a
party or baking desserts throughout the
year. Please help make our fes8val a success by volunteering your 8me and talent
in one or more of these areas!

L M
Saturday, August 13, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers

Richard Schmi5

E Frank
M Rockow, K Roberts



Sunday, September 1, 8:30a
Lector

T Falbo
 M Callaghan, T Fischer,

N Falbo
Servers
J Campbell, P & C Callaghan
Ushers
P & J Quirk, T Lindgren,

J Lesniewski
Greeters K Krupka, P Gentry
Counters E & D Walker, P Gentry

S. R!"#’ P S
Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Forma on 
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)

Pray the Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday 
mornings beginning at 7:50a. 

Kaylee Peikert 

 Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com

PriestͲinͲResidence
Fr. John Schultz
715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

Knights of Columbus
Thank you to the Knights of
Columbus for the new area rug
behind the altar!

Catholicism 101
Do you want to explore what your faith
means to you in an informal seXng?
Would you like to be more knowledgeable about your faith? St. James will once
again be oﬀering educa8onal classes
about the Catholic faith on Monday evenings, beginning Monday, September 23.
The sessions will be Scripture, Church
History, Mary/Saints and Fr. Tom’s Sabba8cal Experience. The sessions are free
and will be interac8ve with 8me for ques8ons and discussion. Registra8on and
ques8ons can be directed to Jacky Miller:
jacchuck@yahoo.com
or
715Ͳ835Ͳ
5887,#3. All are welcome. We will need
at least 10 people to register to be respecZul of our presenters prepara8on.
Registra8on deadline is September 11.

September Anniversary Blessings
If you will be celebra8ng your
wedding Anniversary in September please sign up in the
gathering space for a special blessing
aLer the Masses on September 7 & 8.

Many parents are concerned about the
future of the next genera8on. They want
to ‘course correct’ their children when
they head down the wrong path, but
aren’t sure how to do so conﬁdently. If
you share this concern, we invite you to
become part of a webinar series
called Necessary Conversa8ons. In this
ﬁveͲpart discussion, we will study many
delicate issues and develop strategies to
navigate each one with this end in mind:
to help our children set the right course.
Register today at: twl4parents.com/
necessaryͲconversa8onsͲwebinar/. This
series is from Teaching the Way of Love.

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$3,502.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$4.50
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$269.50
Capital Campaign͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2,925.00
Holy Day͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$180.00
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$6,881.00

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish Ͳ 17th Anniversary

I have chosen and consecrated this house, says the Lord,
that my name may be there forever. 2 Chronicles 7:16

Congratulations to
St. Raymond Parish
and Parishioners on the
17th Anniversary
of its Dedication!
August 25, 2002-2019

St. Raymond of Peñafort is one of the
Dominican Order’s best examples of the
quiet humility of sanctity. Holy Mother
church remembers him forever as a model of confessors and as a champion of law
and order. But to his brothers and sisters
in the consecrated life, he is also patron
of those faithful religious who work quietly on and on and on, years after they
might have claimed the right to retire
from active service.
It is as a wise and holy confessor that
Raymond is best remembered in the
church. He was appointed, at different
times, as confessor to the pope and king,
and as papal penitentiary he pronounced
on difficult cases of conscience. He wrote
various works for the guidance of confessors and canonists, and in art he is often
pictured holding a key, the symbol of
confession.

