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November 30 through December 8
Sat., Nov. 30
4:00p SM
† Angela Mroczenski


6:00p  SR
Priest Inten on
Sun., Dec. 1
8:30a  SR
† Pearl Ann Morton


11:00a SM
† Elwyn & Mona Auth


1:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
Mon., Dec. 2
²²² No Mass ²²²
Tue., Dec. 3
8:00a SR
† Albert Kamrowski Family
Wed., Dec. 4 
8:00a SM
† Roderick Campbell
Thu., Dec. 5
8:00a SR
† Corrinne Pitsch


11:00a 
Mass at Grace Willowbrook


2:00p 
Mass at The Classic
Fri., Dec. 6
9:00a SM
† Mr. & Mrs. Ed Su6er
Sat., Dec. 7
9:00a SM
† Janet Papach


4:00p SM
Priest Inten on


6:00p SR
†
Sun., Dec. 8
7:30a SM
SM & SR Parishioners


8:30a SR
† Oliva Pelzel


11:00a SM
Bob Sires
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Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ5113

Thursday
Saturday 

E





7:00ʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM

  E   A 

Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p

SM
SR
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Please submit informa on for the bulle n to the parish oﬃce by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
Hopeful An cipa on


Peace to you! I hope that you are
well and that you and your family had
me to give thanks to God for all the
many and incredible blessings He has given us and con nually gives to us. We are
now entering into a new liturgical year on
this First Sunday of Advent. “Advent”
simply means “coming” or “arrival.” We
recognize that God, in the Person of Jesus
Christ, has come to us in His Incarna on and Birth, con nues to
come to us through the Sacraments and the ministry of His
Church and in our spiritual lives, and will come again in the ﬂesh
at the end of me to judge all human beings that ever existed
and will ever exist. All of the readings from the Sacred Scriptures
during these days of Advent remind us of these “advents” of
Christ and exhort us to be prepared for these “comings.”
Along with being a me of prepara on for the great feast
ofChristmas, Advent is a me of “wai ng” in expectant hope. So,
interes ngly, it is not theChristmasseason yet; that season happens on December 25th and the weeks following, un l the Feast
of the Bap sm of the Lord (which this year is on Sunday, January
12th). I plan to hold oﬀ puJng up myChristmastree and lights
for as long as possible. Why? Because I want to experience an
important spiritual reality: An cipa on.
Now, I know I am opening a huge can of worms here. I can already hear the many ques ons and very empha c opinions
about when “people” should start doing “ChristmasͲy” things,
like listening to Christmas music, puJng up Christmas decoraons, and such. The point of this ar cle is to not start an argument, but to point out something which we all struggle with on a
spiritual level.
In our culture, we do not value mes of wai ng, hoping, expec ng, or an cipa ng. We want things now... or yesterday. To
WAIT for almost 4 weeks or more before we bust out
the Christmas songs, the lights, the celebratory and happy
things... is diﬃcult, but worth it. The value of wai ng or
“delaying” gra ﬁca on is that it is an important aspect of having
a true and loving rela onship with God. God does not instantly
gra fy. No truly valuable thing or eﬀort happens easily or instantly. A team does not win a championship aNer their ﬁrst prac ce.
A successful business does not just happen (it takes lots of work).
A deep friendship does not blossom aNer the ﬁrst mee ng. A
human being does not grow in virtue overnight. Our love for God,
and His salva on does not just happen instantaneously. It unfolded over centuries and many genera ons of His Chosen People
longing for and wai ng for the Messiah. We too must "stay
awake", "persevere", "seek," "knock," "ask," "watch and pray."
This is the biblical founda on for the season of Advent, which is
an entering into the story of our salva on in a renewed way. Advent is also a microcosm of our whole spiritual life. This life is a
me of "joyful hope" and an cipa on of God's fulﬁlling of His
promises of eternal life to us. The people of Israel wai ng for
centuries for the Messiah. How long are we willing to wait for
Jesus?
I think that many people give up on church, prayer, and anything
to do with religion because they do not receive the things that

they are looking for or that they truly need right away. Spiritual
fruit takes me to grow. And some mes, we as a church community fail to help them, support them, walk with them, or encourage them. And so, they give up trying.
What can we do, as families and as a community, to enter into
this season and prac ce the spiritual “skill” of “joyful an cipaon?” There are many things that can help, but among them are
the disciplines that we normally emphasize during Lent, that is,
prayer, fas ng, and almsgiving. While Advent is not strictly a peniten al season like Lent, it is s ll a me for spiritual growth and
discipline. Very prac cally, your family could perhaps just take
one aspect of your normal Christmas prepara ons (puJng up a
tree, decora ng the tree, ea ng Christmas cookies, etc…) and
“delay” in doing it a li6le later than you have normally done. For
example: my family would oNen put up a tree on Gaudete Sunday, but not decorate it fully un l Christmas Eve. Simple prac ces
such as these can have a signiﬁcant impact on us and help us to
not just profess our faith or know it, but to truly live it. They are
especially important in the context of the increased ac vity that
usually occurs in the weeks before Christmas. It is important to
not miss the whole point: to be prepared for Christ, the Messiah,
to break into our life and to be Emmanuel, “GodͲwithͲus.”
Advent wreaths are a physical reminder of the passing of me in
our Advent journey. I encourage you to learn more about the
meaning of the Advent wreath and to have one in your home,
and to use it to help your family to pray. As you light
theadventwreath in your homes in the days and weeks ahead, it
would be great to say a prayer with your family. Here is one you
could use:
Heavenly Father, your son, Jesus, is your greatest gi to us, a
great sign of your love. Guide us as we strive to walk in that love
together as a family this Advent. As we prepare our hearts for
Christmas, bring us closer to each other and to your son. Give us
the grace and strength we need every day. Help us to always
trust in you. Come, Lord Jesus, lead all people closer to you. Come
and dispel the darkness of our world with the light of your love.
Amen.
Whatever prac ces or spiritual prepara on you and your family
do during Advent, the most important thing of those prac ces is
to help us embark on a true pilgrimage of the heart, to increase
our desire for Jesus Christ to come into our hearts and our lives
in a deeper way. Hopefully some of these tradi ons and prayers
help to remind all of us of the whole point of this special me of
prepara on for the coming of Jesus Christ. He is worth the wait.

YearͲEnd Giving

Remember the end of the year fast approaches. We want to thank
you for your connual ﬁnancial support of our parish. If you are looking for a tax break, you may want to consider a tax deducble contribuon to the parish. We are able to accommodatestock donaons in
addion to other donaons. Contact Bonnie Firkus, bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.comfor details. Stock contribuons take awhile to process. We also need help meeng our Diocesan Annual Appeal
goal. Remember once we surpass the goal, 100% of the funds are
returned to the parish and do not increase our obligaons to the Diocese or school.Envelope contribuons must be received at the church
by December 30 so they can be deposited prior to January 1. The
Church oﬃce will be closed December 31 and January 1. Please help
by contribung before December 30.

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Forma2on

Parish Council Elec2on Results

Parish Oﬃce 
Due to the Holidays, the parish oﬃce will
be closed on the following dates: December 24, 25, 31, and January 1. Please note
that the Diocese of La Crosse will be
closed all of these dates too, and December 26. 
Prayer Chain
To add a name or prayer inten on to the
prayer chain, please contact Janet Fox at
generalbook@charter.net .
Homebound Visit
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Koskta at Kostkacarla@gmail.com.
Elizabeth Ministry
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or to volunteer, please call
Emily Thurner at 715Ͳ864Ͳ3048. 
Advent Gi' Table
Last weekend to ﬁnd Advent items, along
with devo onal and sacramental items.
Look for Advent GiN Table in the Narthex.

This Wednesday, December 4 is Family
Faith Forma0on! Pizza dinner at 5:30p
and Confession is open from 5:30Ͳ6p for
kids KͲ5th grade and parents. This
month’s topic is Prepare the Way.
EDGE meets this Wednesday, December
4 from 6:00Ͳ7:15p. Any 6th, 7th, or 8th
grader is invited to a6end and bring
friends. 
RCIA Are you interested in learning more
about Catholic teaching? Our RCI meets
this Thursday, December 5 from 6:30Ͳ
8:30p. Join us for our topic: Catholics &
Mary, Mother of God.
Las Posadas on Sunday, December 15!
Our celebra on will begin with a bilingual
Mass at noon. All are encouraged to
come!

Congratula ons to the following parishioners who were elected to serve on our
Pastoral Council!
Toni Buck
Angel Ocelotl
Tony Sykora

Lost and Found Items
Stop by the Lost and Found item
box to pick up misplaced items.
Box is placed across from the entrance to our Parish Hall. Please remember to pick up lost items by the end of the
month. Remaining items will be donated
on December 2.
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Saturday, December 7, 4:00p

Lector

D Wogernese

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers


Z Niedzwiecki, S Webster
M Niedzwiecki
M Niedzwiecki
B Webster, W Liedl,
J Corcoran, P Connell



Sunday, December 8, 11:00a
Lector

J Spalding

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers


At Ricciardi, Ad Ricciardi
A Rosener
J Bechly 
D McNamara, D Kamrowski,
A Ricciardi, D Hawker



If you are interested in volunteering 
for any of these ministries 
please call the Parish Oﬃce

Knights of Columbus 
St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus
will hold our monthly mee ng
on Monday, December 2.
Oﬃcers mee ng at 6:30p with
general mee ng to begin at 7:00p. 

St. Mary’s Elementary School
Sacrament of Reconcilia0on will be held
on Thursday, December 5. Schedule to
come. Parents are invited to a6end. 
St. Mary’s Advent Program will be held
on Thursday, December 19 at 6:30p. 
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Parish 
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 100
Recep onist
Bilingual Secretary (PartͲ me)




Jessica Ferrer
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com 


Oﬃce Manager 


Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 146
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Forma on 

Jacqueline Van Hemert 414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
  JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)

Jacqueline Van Hemert
414Ͳ698Ͳ6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 


Wedding Coordinator 


Kaylee Peikert

St. Mary’s School

715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 142

Carisa Smiskey, Principal

715Ͳ830Ͳ2278

Hispanic Community
¡Este miércoles 4 de diciembre es Formación de Fe Familiar! Cena de pizza a
las 5:30p y Confession estará disponible
de 5:30Ͳ6:00p para niños de grados KͲ5 y
padres. El tema de este mes es Preparar
el Camino.
EDGE se reúne este miércoles 4 de diciembre de 6:00Ͳ7:15p. Cualquier estudiante de 6to, 7mo u 8vo grado está invitado en asis r y traer amigos. 
¡Las Posadas será el domingo, 15 de diciembre! Nuestra celebración comenzará
con una Misa bilingue a las 12 mediodía.
¡Todos estan invitados! Favor de traer un
pla llo de comida para compar r.

December Anniversary Blessings
If you will be celebra ng your
Wedding Anniversary in December please sign up in the Narthex for a
special blessing aNer the 11a Mass on
December 8.

Poinse5a Memorials
St. Mary’s will be ﬁlled with
ﬂowers and decora ons for
Christmas! If you would like to
donate in memory or honor of
a loved one, please ﬁll out one of the
dona on envelopes located in the Narthex or look for a special envelope in your
envelope packet. Please return the donaon envelope to the parish oﬃce or place
it in the collec on basket by December
15th. All honored names will be listed in a
bulle n insert on Sunday, December
22nd. 

GIVEN ~ Retreat for Couples 
Given is a short, powerful retreat for couples who are married, da ng, or engaged.
It is an opportunity to share, learn and
celebrate marriage with other couples
through engaging talks, music, adora on,
prayer and reconcilia on. This halfͲday
retreat will be: January 18 in La Crosse.
More informa on at h6ps://diolc.org/
marriage/marriageͲenrichment/.

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Knights of Columbus

Parish Council of Catholic Women

Family Faith Forma0on
10th graders: see you at your retreat
next Saturday, December 7 from 9:00aͲ
4:00p at Immaculate Concep on! Don't
forget to bring your food to share with
the group. 
KͲ8: We look forward to seeing you next
Sunday at class! We will be preparing for
the birth of Christ with our lesson on the
Na vity and Incarna on. See you then!
Communion to Homebound
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.
Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin via
email:
ewelinͲ
327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at
715Ͳ286Ͳ5171. 
Thank You
Many thanks for all the prayers, cards,
ﬂowers and visits while I was sick. It
helped to keep me going. May God Bless
you all. With Love, Mildred Jaenke
Advent/Christmas Table
Items to enrich your Advent and prepare
for Christmas are conveniently located on
a table in the middle of the Gathering
Space. Please check it out to ﬁnd prayer
books, advent candles and more!

The Knights of Columbus are
once again oﬀering the Blue
Advent prayer books free to St.
Raymond’s members. The Blue
books are in the Gathering Space with the
Advent materials. Feel free to also share
them with family and friends.

The PCCW is looking for a volunteer to chair the Augusta nursing
home Bingo game on Wednesday, January 29. This is a very
short term commitment of one aNernoon
that brings joy to the residents of the
Augusta nursing home. Please contact
Mary King by December 4 at 715Ͳ878Ͳ
9472 or kingmarter@gmail.com if you
would like more informa on. Unfortunately, this ministry will have to be
dropped if we do not have any volunteers
to chair and work on that date

L M
Saturday, December 7, 6:00p

Lector

Servers
Ushers



R Schmi6
B Sorge, K King
E Frank
B Grzyb, K Roberts

Sunday, December 8, 8:30a
Lector

 
Servers
Ushers
 
Greeters
Counters

T Hoﬀ
 J Zwiefelhofer, J Bowers,
B Gruba
D Olson, J Lesniewski,
B Gruba, M Miller
D, L, C & A Olson
T & S Mayer, D LeMere

Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday 
mornings beginning at 7:50a. 

December Anniversary Blessings
If you will be celebra ng your
Wedding Anniversary in December please sign up in the
gathering space for a special blessing
aNer the Masses on December 14 and 15.

Re2rement Fund for Religious
Please join us in thanking the thousands
of senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and
religious order priests who worked relessly to educate the young and serve
those in need. Envelopes will be in next
week’s bulle n. This helps hundreds of
religious communi es care for aging
members. Please be generous.

Parish Oﬃce Ͳ Holiday Hours
Due to the holidays, the parish oﬃce will
be closed on the following dates: December 24, 25, 26, 30, 31, and January 1.
Please note that the Diocese of La Crosse
will be closed all of these dates too. 
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Parish Secretary

Julie Graaskamp
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Oﬃce Manager 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Forma on 

Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)

Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance

Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)

Kaylee Peikert 715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 , x 142
 Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com

PriestͲinͲResidence
Fr. John Schultz

715Ͳ271Ͳ0018

Poinse5a Memorials
St. Raymond’s will be ﬁlled
with ﬂowers for Christmas! If
you would like to have a poinseJa placed in the Church, in
memory of a loved one, please ﬁll out
one of the dona on envelopes located in
the Gathering Space or look for a special
envelope in your envelope packet. Please
return the dona on envelope to the parish oﬃce or place it in the collec on basket by December 15. All honored names
will be listed in a bulle n insert on Sunday, December 22. 

Food Baskets
This Advent we will be collec ng food for
St. Francis Food Pantry in Eau Claire.
Make it a family project! You can have
your kids raise money to purchase the
food and have them help you pick it out
at the grocery store. Then bring your
nonperishable food items to Church the
four weekends of Advent. Baskets will be
available for collec ng the food in the
gathering space. Thank you!

ProͲLife Speakers
The UWEC Students for Life will present Apologe cs: Why Be ProͲLife? on
Tuesday, December 3 from 7Ͳ8:30p in the
Dakota South Ballroom at the UWEC Davies Center.Two regional coordinators of
Students for Life speak about common
proͲabor on myths and persuasive arguments to engage the culture. For more
informa on, emailnurs56@uwec.edu.

St. Raymond’s Stewardship

Due to an early holiday deadline, stewardship numbers for November 23 and 24
will be in next weeks bulle n.

St. Mary’s Ͳ Guadalupe Room

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93
Eau Claire

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL

350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409
MP#232816
Fax# 715-834-9039

www.chilsonsubaru.com
715-833-1111
www.toppers.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME

Piltz Glass & Mirror

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS
* Glass tabletops
* Mirrors cut to size
* Storm window and screen repair
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures
* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings

715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Trenton Berg Toll Free 1-866-715-2250
Director and www.Andersonfhaugusta.com
Pre-need Insurance Agent

Monuments
& Markers

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Brackett Ave. 715-831-1060
Golf Rd.
715-514-4655

715-832-6171

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered brokerdealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Funeral & Cremation Services
www.lenmarkfh.com

814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703

715-832-8301

1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI

715-834-4456

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt
Funeral Chapel

535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-6411(CSW) 715-832-3428 (SPM)
www.cremationsociety-wi.com
www.stokesprockandmundt.com

Eau Claire
Catholic Radio
Station- AM 1050

JULSON’S
Auto Service

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today!
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

“Complete Auto Service”

Celebrating
49 Years of Service

Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave.
Eau Claire

715-834-5832
Jim & Steve Julson

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION

TAX

SERVICE

1122 Birch St., Eau Claire 715-832-1534
New Client Discount $10

(715) 830-7444
www.ATSservicecenter.com

715-832-4795
• 715-723-9655
MP# 682390

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN

Want help to be a great parent?
We’ll mentor & teach you AND you’ll receive
diapers, formula, clothing & much more.
2600 Stein Blvd. Eau Claire
PREGNANCY CARE CENTER (715) 834-5254 • applepcc.org

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800

38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI
www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Altoona Family
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount
• All American Homestyle Cooking

2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy
Altoona, WI 54720

(715) 830-5000

CANCUN
MEXICAN GRILL

Open 7 Days a Week
2120 Highland Ave. • Eau Claire
Carpet • Vinyl • Ceramic
Wood Flooring • Area Rugs

839-8048
1804 Rudolph Road
Celebrating 24 years in Business

Mike & Cheryl Corneiller

			

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		
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