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February 8 through February 16
Sat., Feb. 8
4:00p SM
Priest Intenon

6:00p  SR
† Thele Family
Sun., Feb. 9
8:30a  SR
† Ron Smith

11:00a SM
† Thomas Badour

1:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
Mon., Feb. 10 ²²² No Mass ²²²
Tue., Feb. 11
9:00a SR
Donald Ida
Wed., Feb. 12  8:00a SM
† Bob Sires
Thu., Feb. 13
8:00a SR
† Huabei Ling

10:30a 
Fri., Feb. 14
9:00a SM
† Stella Wogernese
Sat., Feb. 15
4:00p SM
† Angela Mroczenski

6:00p SR
† Gertrude Dekan
Sun., Feb. 16
8:30a SR
SR & SM Parishioners

11:00a SM
† Mr. & Mrs. Ed Su5er

1:00p SM
Priest Intenon
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Thursday
Saturday 

E


Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com




7:00ʹ9:00p
10:00aʹ12:00p 

SR
SM

  E   A 

Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ10:00p

SM
SR
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Please submit informaon for the bullen to the parish oﬃce by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
The Stories We Tell

We humans are storytellers by our very
nature. Our brains are relessly at work
(even while we sleep!), pu?ng the pieces
of our life into a story that will help us
make sense out of it. Storytelling is so
much a part of being human that most of
us don’t even noce when we are doing it.
We easily jump to a conclusion from one
or two bits of informaon: a colleague
yawning during our presentaon, a friend not returning a text
message, a request from our boss for an urgent meeng, or a
member of the opposite sex greeng us with a smile. Our mind
begins spinning stories, true or not. It takes a disciplined detecve to remain open to the evidence and not get misled by the
red herrings. Indeed, one of the hardest human things to do is to
abide in that inͲbetween place in which we do not yet know the
whole story, and be content to watch and wait.
Perhaps that is why I was so aggravated by the ending of the hit
TV show Lost ʹ do you remember it? For so many of us, it capvated our hearts, only to leave us unsasﬁed, irritated, or downright frustrated.
When I was in Rome, a group of us watched a couple of episodes
each week. We laughed; we wept; we waited with bated breath
for the next week’s episodes. When the ﬁnale came out, one of
my friends was actually cursing and swearing and hurled his o5oman across the room ʹ mostly for dramac eﬀect. But his theatrics told the story of what our hearts were feeling at the me.
We were deeply dissasﬁed with the lack of resoluon. We felt
used, manipulated, and cast aside. How could someone spin a
story, leave so many encing hints and fragments, and then leave
so many parts unresolved?
It was the best of TV shows; it was the worst of TV shows. It was
so amazing because it was storytelling within storytelling. I believe it was the ﬂashbacks that made the show especially great.
Each character had a deeply believable, profoundly complex, and
totally human story. Li5le by li5le, fragments of their life
emerged. It was easy to empathize with them, to feel their heartache and heartbreak, to cheer them on in their courageous moments of growth, or to cringe with disappointment when they
took steps into the shadows. As the episodes progressed, the
pieces of the past of each character, the sum total of the things
done to them and the things they freely did, all served as warp
and weK, forming the fabric of one gripping life story. It was
beauful.

others. I put on a mask and project a version of myself that I
would like others to accept. I suspect I am not alone in these
tendencies.
In the present age of social media, there is an ever greater temptaon to tell a wellͲcraKed and glamorous story about ourselves
ʹ whether or not it is true ʹ and to compare our story to the story of others. All of these selfͲexalng stories are cardboard cutouts, like the ﬁlming stage of an old a spaghe? western. Then
come those moments in which the truth knocks over our façade,
and we are terriﬁed of being discovered for the fraud that we
(think we) are.
The other side I oKen experience is telling a story of selfͲshaming.
Then my survival insncts kick in: ﬁght or ﬂight or freeze. At my
worst, I begin blaming others or become demanding or demeaning. More commonly, I withdraw into isolaon and coping, or I
avoid anything that feels challenging, for fear of failure. I know I
am not the only one who does these things.
The problem with both versions of storytelling (selfͲexaltaon
and selfͲshaming) is that they are highly selecve. We are taking
only parts of our story, and distorng the whole. Our lives our
complex. Like the characters on Lost, we make many mistakes
AND we make heroic choices amidst diﬃcult circumstances. Evil
things are done to us AND we freely choose to cooperate in evil.
We are vicms of tragedy AND we are given opportunies for
freedom and redempon. We behave in ugly or hurMul ways AND
we show great sensivity and compassion.
The bigger story for each of us is that of a redeemed sinner who
is in the process of being sancﬁed by Jesus. Every part of our
story ma5ers. Every part needs to be touched by his healing
grace. When our enre story, in every detail, gets united with the
saving story of Jesus, we begin to discover who we really are ʹ
and it is far more beauful and more worth living than any pretend story we’ve ever told about ourselves. We can be known
and loved in our story. Then, on the Day of Judgment, when our
merciful Savior opens the Book of Life and proclaims our enre
story for all to hear, all will praise God for the amazing story Jesus
has made out of our life.

Congratulaons to Our Second Graders!

As human beings, we are storytellers by our very nature. Without
stories, we cannot make sense out of life. But there is a shadowy
side to our storytelling. Not all of our stories are true stories. In
our unwillingness to watch and wait in hope, we can begin telling
lies about ourselves, about others, and about God. 
I know for myself that I have oKen ﬂuctuated back and forth between one of two extremes: selfͲexaltaon and selfͲshaming. In
my moments of selfͲexaltaon, I deny or minimize my unseemly
behaviors or my personal problems. Puﬀed up with pride, I begin
relying on myself and growing in a false conﬁdence. In those moments, I easily excuse behaviors in myself that I totally dislike in

These wonderful second graders celebrated their ﬁrst
reconciliaon on Friday, January 31 at St. Raymond’s!
Please pray for them as they prepare for their 
First Communion on Sunday, April 26!

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Forma1on

Welcome Charlie!

Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer request to Janet
Fox at generalbook@charter.net .
Homebound Visit
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Koskta at kostkacarla@gmail.com or call
715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.
Elizabeth Ministry
To add a name, due date, birth date, or
to volunteer, call Emily Thurner at 715Ͳ
864Ͳ3048.
Help Wanted
St. Mary Parish has one partͲme posions available, a JanitorͲcustodian. If you
are interested, please stop in the oﬃce
for more informaon or an applicaon.

Conﬁrma.on Class: We will meet this
Wednesday, February 12 from 6:30Ͳ8:00p
at St. Mary’s.
RCIA: Are you interested in learning
more about Catholic teaching? Our RCIA
meets this Thursday, February 13 from
6:30Ͳ8:30p. Join us for our topic: Vocaons, Marriage + Holy Orders. 

We are glad to announce the hiring of
Charles Thurner, a familiar face to most
of you, as the Maintenance Custodian. He will be working 15Ͳ20 hours a
week, in the mornings, for our parish and
school. His main dues will be monitoring the buildings' HVAC systems and performingnecessary repairs and updates to
all of the parish buildings. He also will
keep the grounds free from safety hazards such as snow, ice, etc. and be available for emergency assistance in the mornings. As we plan and coordinate larger
maintenance projects, Charles' experse
will be especially appreciated. We are sll
in the process of hiring a Janitorial Custodian, 10Ͳ15 hours a week, for aKernoon
work. This individual will be tasked with
power scrubbing, with cleaning in the
parish hall, and cleaning in parish rooms
and oﬃces. Addionally, this person will
work with the maintenance custodian to
assist with lawn/snow maintenance and
assist with larger projects. If you know
anyone who would be a suitable candidate, please encourage him/her to apply! 

Women’s Call to Holiness
The La Crosse and Eau Claire Council of
Catholic Women deaneries are uning to
host an event for women of all ages that
will revive in them the nobleness of their
mission, the dignity of their vocaon, and
their call to holiness as women reﬂecng
Christ. This lovely oneͲday conference is
held at St. Mary’s, Altoona, on Saturday,
March 7. Confessions, rosary, Mass, two
inspiraonal talks with speaker Laura
Boronski, vendors, and a fantasc lunch.
Registraons forms are available in the
Narthex or at www.ldccw.org.

Diocesan Annual Appeal
There is just $6,000 leK to meet
our goal for the Diocesan Annual
Appeal this year. If you haven’t
responded to this year’s appeal,
please consider donang now to
help us reach our goal.

Holy Land Pilgrimage
Fr. Tom Krieg will be hosng a meeng to
prepare for this coming November 4Ͳ18,
2020 pilgrimage to Jordan and Israel. Both those who have already signed
on and those who are interested are invited to a5end. The meeng will be in St.
James' Gathering Space on the Thursday
aKer Ash Wednesday, February 27, at
6:30p. Fr. Tom will share a bit of his experience, ﬂight plans, and also go through
praccal ps for a happy pilgrimage. (An
alternate meeng is on Monday, February 24 at 6:30p in the conference room of
St. Joseph's Parish in Menomonie.)

Lector

There will be a Uniform Exchange on
Thursday, February 20 during Parent
Teacher conferences. This is an opportunity for you to donate any uniform
clothing items your child has outgrown.
(No stains, tears, or excessive wear
please). Donaons can be leK in the
school oﬃce starng tomorrow. You may
also "shop" for uniforms for your students for free at the exchange. You do
NOT need to donate to take items. 
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Saturday, February 15, 4:00p

St. Mary’s Elementary School

M Hanson
R Hanson
Servers R Semerad, R Ca5
A. Server M Niedzwiecki
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki
Ushers W Liedl, P Connell,

H Talley, M Kloss

Parish Email 

Sunday, February 16, 11:00a

 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 
Faith Formaon Coordinator
Maria Ricciardi
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 106
 FaithFormaonSM@gmail.com 
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 140
 frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 



Lector

D Wogernese
J Hegenbart
Servers Ad Ricciardi, At Ricciardi
A. Server A Rosener
S. Server C Thurner
Ushers R Mullenberg, A Ricciardi,

J Corcoran, T Sykora


If you are interested in volunteering 
for any of these ministries 
please call the Parish Oﬃce



 stmarypar@gmail.com

Oﬃce Manager 

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 146
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Evangelizaon & Faith Formaon 

Wedding Coordinator 



Kaylee Peikert
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 142
 Kaylee Peikert@gmail.com

St. Mary’s School
715Ͳ830Ͳ2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

First Reconcilia1on
Please pray for our second grade students who received the sacrament of
Reconciliaon for the ﬁrst me on Thursday. They connue to prepare for their
First Holy Communion this spring. 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week

Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$7,126.00
Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$45.83
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$949.45
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$8,121.28
Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$236.75
Scrip͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5,370.00
Thank you!


St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

Knights of Columbus

Parish Council of Catholic Women

Family Faith Forma.on
Join us for Book Club for Chris Carstens'
phenomenal book“ADevoonal Journey
Into the Mass” on Sunday, April 5 aKer
8:30a Mass. Chris Carstens was the guest
speaker for Family Formaon in January
and a copy of his book was passed out to
each family. All parishioners are welcome
to the Book Club, though, so if you would
like to order a copy of the book, please
contact Marianne Callaghan.
Mass Time Change
Daily Mass on Tuesday, February 11 will
be at 9:00a as the Regis Catholic Schools
are here for a retreat.
Communion to Homebound
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419.
Kings Closet
If you are cleaning out your closet please
consider donang the items to King’s
Closet. Just leave items to donate at St.
Raymond’s and they will be delivered.
Mass Inten.ons
We welcome Mass Intenon requests,
but please be paent as our Mass intenons list is now six months out. Every
Mass will be said, and in the order
received.

Our next meeng is February
10 at 7:00p. The Knights of Columbus will be hosng their
Famous Fish Fry on Fridays in
Lent starng February 28 from 4Ͳ7:00p.
Hope to see you there! 

The PCCW will hold its annual
Bake Walks during the KC’s Fish
Fry Suppers. We will need 15Ͳ
20 baked items for each Bake
Walk. Sign up sheets are in the
Gathering Space. We also need helpers at
the Bake Walks. 
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Saturday, February 15, 6:00p
Lector

Servers
Ushers



D Sorge
K King, J Sauter
D Messerschmidt
C King, B Grzyb

Sunday, February 16, 8:30a
Lector

P Uhlig
 J Quirk, J Bowers, 
 
J Zwiefelhofer
Servers
E Falbo, A Burmesch, 
 
R Knolmayer
Ushers
M Quirk, B Gruba,
 
A Christ, J Ve5erkind
Greeters P & J Quirk
Counters M Burmesch, E & D Walker
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday 
mornings beginning at 7:50a. 

Women’s Call to Holiness
The La Crosse and Eau Claire Council of
Catholic Women deaneries are uning to
host an event for women of all ages that
will revive in them the nobleness of their
mission, the dignity of their vocaon, and
their call to holiness as women reﬂecng
Christ. This lovely oneͲday conference is
held at St. Mary’s, Altoona, on Saturday,
March 7. Confessions, rosary, Mass, two
inspiraonal talks with speaker Laura
Boronski, vendors, and a fantasc lunch.
Registraons forms are available in the
Gathering Space or at www.ldccw.org.

Regis Catholic Schools
Your child could a5end tuion free! We
parcipate in the Wisconsin Parental
Choice Program! Families with incomes
below the federal poverty level are eligible to apply. Learn more at
www.regiscatholicschools.com. Applicaon deadline is April 16. Quesons: call
715Ͳ830Ͳ2273, ext. 1400.
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Parish Secretary

Julie Graaskamp
715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Oﬃce Manager

Bonnie Firkus
715Ͳ533Ͳ0629
 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formaon 

Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715Ͳ835Ͳ8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)

Sydney Alexander 
715Ͳ828Ͳ1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance

Robert Grzyb
715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)

Kaylee Peikert
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 142
 Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com

PriestͲinͲResidence

Fr. John Schultz
715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

Married Couples Event
You are invited to a romanc candlelight
dinner, to promote the sancty of the
sacrament of marriage, Saturday, February 22, 5:00Ͳ9:00p. The evening will include social hour, dinner, live entertainment and guest speakers. For more informaon go to www.lilydalewi.com or call
715Ͳ720Ͳ1288. Organized by The Church
of Notre Dame, Chippewa Falls and hosted at Lilydale.

Holy Land Pilgrimage
Fr. Tom Krieg will be hosng a meeng to
prepare for this coming November 4Ͳ18,
2020 pilgrimage to Jordan and Israel. Both those who have already signed
on and those who are interested are invited to a5end. The meeng will be in St.
James' Gathering Space on the Thursday
aKer Ash Wednesday, February 27, at
6:30p. Fr. Tom will share a bit of his experience, ﬂight plans, and also go through
praccal ps for a happy pilgrimage. (An
alternate meeng is on Monday, February 24 at 6:30p in the conference room of
St. Joseph's Parish in Menomonie.)

Diocesan Annual Appeal
We sll need a li5le help in
meeng our Diocesan Annual
Appeal goal. We are almost there
and are only $6,390 away from
reaching the goal. Any amount
pledged and collected beyond
our goal comes back 100% to our parish.
Please consider including St. Raymond’s
Diocesan Annual Appeal in your yearly
giving. Thank you for your generosity!

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘ $4,283.00
Youth Envelopes͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$8.40
Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$231.00
Capital Campaign͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$1,150.00
Human Development͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$140.00
Total Envelope and Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$5,812.40

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93
Eau Claire

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL

350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409
MP#232816
Fax# 715-834-9039

www.chilsonsubaru.com
715-833-1111
www.toppers.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME

Piltz Glass & Mirror

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS
* Glass tabletops
* Mirrors cut to size
* Storm window and screen repair
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures
* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings

715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Trenton Berg Toll Free 1-866-715-2250
Director and www.Andersonfhaugusta.com
Pre-need Insurance Agent

Monuments
& Markers

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Brackett Ave. 715-831-1060
Golf Rd.
715-514-4655

715-832-6171

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered brokerdealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Funeral & Cremation Services
www.lenmarkfh.com

814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703

715-832-8301

1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI

715-834-4456

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt
Funeral Chapel

535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-6411(CSW) 715-832-3428 (SPM)
www.cremationsociety-wi.com
www.stokesprockandmundt.com

Eau Claire
Catholic Radio
Station- AM 1050

JULSON’S
Auto Service

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today!
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

“Complete Auto Service”

Celebrating
49 Years of Service

Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave.
Eau Claire

715-834-5832
Jim & Steve Julson

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION

TAX

SERVICE

1122 Birch St., Eau Claire 715-832-1534
New Client Discount $10

(715) 830-7444
www.ATSservicecenter.com

715-832-4795
• 715-723-9655
MP# 682390

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN

Want help to be a great parent?
We’ll mentor & teach you AND you’ll receive
diapers, formula, clothing & much more.
2600 Stein Blvd. Eau Claire
PREGNANCY CARE CENTER (715) 834-5254 • applepcc.org

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800

38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI
www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Altoona Family
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount
• All American Homestyle Cooking

2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy
Altoona, WI 54720

(715) 830-5000

CANCUN
MEXICAN GRILL

Open 7 Days a Week
2120 Highland Ave. • Eau Claire
Carpet • Vinyl • Ceramic
Wood Flooring • Area Rugs

839-8048
1804 Rudolph Road
Celebrating 24 years in Business

Mike & Cheryl Corneiller

			

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		
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