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February 29 through March 8�

Sat., Feb. 29� 4:00p� SM� † Angela Mroczenski�

� � 6:00p � SR� SR & SM Parishioners�

Sun., Mar. 1� 8:30a � SR� † Natalie Bosse’�

� � 11:00a� SM� † Karol & Helen Waluszkiewicz�

� � 1:00p� SM� Priest Inten.on�

Mon., Mar. 2� ��� No Mass ����

Tue., Mar. 3� 8:00a� SR� † Charles Bohlinger�

Wed., Mar. 4 � 8:00a� SM� † Roy & Margaret Leonard�

Thu., Mar. 5� 8:00a� SR� † James Whalen�

� � 2:00p� � Mass at The Classic�

Fri., Mar. 6� 9:00a� SM� † Trevor Polus�

Sat., Mar. 7� 9:00a� SM� † Angela Mroczenski�

� � 4:00p� SM� Priest Inten.on�

� � 6:00p� SR� † Milo Scheuermann�

Sun., Mar. 8� 8:30a� SR� † Joanne Graaskamp�

� � 11:00a� SM� † Bonnie Frueh�

� � 1:00p� SM� SM & SR Parishioners� �

�

S�������� �� R��������������

�

� Thursday� 7:00�9:00p� SR�

� Saturday � 10:00a�12:00p  � SM�

�

E������	��� E���	����� � A��������

�

� Tuesday � 5:00�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00�10:00p� SR�

�

B������� S��������� D��������

Please submit informa.on for the bulle.n to the parish office  by 

Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.�



Reflec�ons from Fr. Daniel Sedlacek�

Let Us Begin�

Peace to you! And a blessed Lenten sea-

son to you. Have you ever tried reading a 

novel by star.ng in the middle of the sto-

ry? I tried this once, for the reason of try-

ing to save .me, but realized quickly that 

it was pointless. The plot made no sense, I 

didn’t know who the characters were or 

why they said what they said or did what 

they did, and in general, I felt frustrated. 

“Might as well start at the beginning of the book,” I thought. �

Perhaps you have never done such a thing with a book, but per-

haps you know the feeling from other experiences: coming in on 

a funny conversa.on halfway through the story (and feeling a 

liDle bad when you ask someone to start over), star.ng to watch 

a movie twenty minutes in or a TV series at the 3rd episode, or 

inheri.ng a project at work that has been begun and you are now 

expected to complete it. Most of us, I’d think, would say that it is 

beDer to avoid such situa.ons and strive to begin at the begin-

ning. �

Upon some reflec.on, I think that we would be surprised how 

oJen our parish community or our family or we ourselves as indi-

viduals try to begin living out the Faith somewhere in the middle, 

rather than at the beginning. We go to Mass on Sunday, but we 

don’t know why. We give up things for Lent, but we don’t see 

how that advances the larger plot of our lives. We send our chil-

dren to religious educa.on or Confirma.on class or Catholic 

schools, but we can’t ar.culate who Jesus Christ is or why He is 

important to us, why He says what He says or does what He does. 

We oJen can’t describe our place in the story, or the place of the 

other characters as well (the Virgin Mary, the Saints, the Pope, 

our parish priest, the ushers at our church, nuns, teachers, Chris-

.an parents, the sick, the elderly, our children, etc…). And so, 

many people “close the book” of prac.cing their Catholic Faith or 

simply trudge along grudgingly, overwhelmed, and frustrated 

because that is “what we are supposed to do.”�

But why not just stop and go back to the beginning? Isn’t that a 

beDer place to start? �

God is the Creator of all that exists and is infinitely perfect and 

joyful in Himself. Out of sheer goodness He freely created you 

and has a good plan for you: to share in His own life of perfect 

love. But the sins of humanity and your own personal sins sepa-

rate you from sharing in God’s life. Sin has thrown your life into 

disorder, discouragement, and despair. It has damaged your rela-

.onships with others and has broken your heart, emptying you of 

the great love you desire to experience and to give. Sin is slowly 

destroying you. But God the Father sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to 

save you from destruc.on. He suffered and died for you, and 

gave you the Church to guide you. In Jesus Christ you are an 

adopted child of God and an heir to unending happiness. Trust in 

His love and His plan to save you by repen.ng from your sins, 

changing your life, and choosing Him to be your Lord.�

Jesus Christ is the beginning of the story. He is why the Catholic 

Church exists. He is the reason there are priests, Mass, com-

mandments, Lent, religious ed, Bap.sm, Confirma.on, Reconcili-

a.on, and even fish fries. He is the reason you are reading this 

bulle.n. He has a plan for you as we trek through this middle 

sec.on of the story, which is meant to end with you and me and 

whoever loves Him with Him for all eternity in unending and lim-

itless joy. �

This first Sunday of Lent is a great .me to re�enter the story at 

the beginning: We are far from God and need to repent and 

begin again (look again at our first reading today from the book 

of Genesis). Someone needs to save us. Do you know Jesus 

Christ? Do you trust Him? Do you believe in Him and do you be-

lieve His promise, which is sealed in His blood shed for you? If 

you can’t answer “yes” to those three ques.ons, then this is the 

perfect .me to discover why. What is separa.ng you from Jesus 

in knowledge, in belief, or in hope? Turn away from that and turn 

to Him. Beg for the grace of repentance. If you can answer “yes” 

to those three ques.ons, then what is preven.ng you from fol-

lowing Jesus more completely and from proclaiming Him to oth-

ers? This .me of Lent, then, is a .me to deepen your love for 

Jesus and fast from things that are not Him so that your life will 

more fully proclaim what Jesus proclaimed to Satan in the desert, 

“The Lord, my God, shall I worship and Him alone shall I serve.”�

At the end of his life, which was characterized as a radical life of 

prayer, fas.ng, and generosity to the point of abject poverty, St. 

Francis of Assisi said to his brother friars, “Let us begin again, 

brothers. For up .ll now we have done liDle or nothing.”�This was 

not meant to discourage them, but to encourage them to go back 

to the Source, Jesus Christ, who promises to save us from ever-

las.ng death and raise us up to a life without end. St. Francis 

knew that his death was not the end, because his loving Jesus 

would not end, but rather, would more fully begin. �

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end,” says 

the Lord Jesus Christ. “To the thirsty I will give water without 

price from the fountain of the water of life…and I will be his God 

and he shall be my son” (Revela.on 21).�

Let us then begin, with Him.�

Bap�sm: Parents should request the bap�sm of their in-

fants at least two months prior to the  an�cipated date of �

bap�sm.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 

website for more  informa�on, to download forms, and to 

see upcoming bap�smal class dates.�

�

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebra�on of 

the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 

�me of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 

the an�cipated date of marriage. �

�

Anoin�ng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 

been sick for a long period of �me should receive the �

Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 

of the parish  offices to make arrangements.�

Sacraments�



Saint Mary’s Parish�

L��������� M���������

Saturday, March 7, 4:00p�

Lector� D Wogernese�

J Bechly

Servers� N Cullinan, L Frank�

A. Server� J Bechly�

Ushers� A & C Tiry, W Liedl,�

� P Meznarich�

�

Sunday, March 8, 11:00a�

Lector� J Satnik�

J Hegenbart�

Servers� D Ricciardi, A Ricciardi�

A. Server� R Semerad�

S. Server� J Fox�

Ushers� F Chukwudelunzu, �

� A Ricciardi, D Kamrowski,�

� R Mullenberg�

�

If you are interested in volunteering �

for any of these ministries �

please call the Parish Office�

S�. M���’� P����� S�����

Parish Email �

 �  stmarypar@gmail.com  �

� �

Office Manager �

  Bonnie Firkus            715�855�1294, x 146�

 �  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  �

Evangeliza�on & Faith Forma�on �

  �

     �  JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com �

Faith Forma�on Coordinator�

Maria Ricciardi           715�855�1294, x 106�

     �  FaithForma.onSM@gmail.com �

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)�

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek    715�855�1294, x 140�

     �  frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com �

Wedding Coordinator �

  Kaylee Peikert          715�855�1294, x 142�

 �  KayleePeikert@gmail.com        �

St. Mary’s School              715�830�2278�

  Carisa Smiskey, Principal�

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults����������������������������������������$4,160.00�

Teens/Children������������������������������$22.66�

Offertory (Plate)��������������������������$888.03�

Total Envelope & Plate�����������$5,070.69�

�

Capital Campaign ���������������������$1,013.00�

Scrip������������������������������������������$1,995.00�

Thank you!�

Parish News� Family Faith Forma/on�

This Wednesday, March 4, is Family For-

ma.on! Dinner of Sloppy Joes at 5:30p 

and Confession is open from 5:30�6:00p. 

This month’s topic is Jesus’ Compassion 

in His Passion (Sta.ons of the Cross). 

Don’t forget to bring your Mass Cards 

and Homework Records.�

Middle School EDGE meets next Wednes-

day, January 8 from 6�7:15pm. Any 6th, 

7th or 8th grader is invited to aDend and 

bring friends. �

Prayer Chain�

Please submit any prayer request to Janet 

Fox at generalbook@charter.net .�

Homebound Visit�

If you know of someone who is home-

bound and would like Holy Communion 

brought to them, please contact Carla 

Koskta at kostkacarla@gmail.com or call 

715�225�7419.�

Elizabeth Ministry�

To add a name, due date, birth date, or  

to volunteer, call Emily Thurner at 715�

864�3048.�

Help Wanted�

St. Mary Parish has one part�.me posi-

.on available, a Janitor�custodian. If you 

are interested, please stop in the office 

for more informa.on or an applica.on.�

24 Hours for the Lord�

Immaculate Concep.on Parish will host  

24 consecu.ve hours of Confessions  

star.ng 3:00p Friday, March 13 to 3:00p 

Saturday, March 14. Please sign up in the 

Narthex to help with Adora.on during 

this 24 hour period. �

Triduum�

This year Triduum will be celebrated at 

St. Raymond’s. Holy Thursday Mass at 

7:00p, Good Friday at 2:00p and Easter 

Vigil at 9:00p. Join us there!

50th Wedding Anniversary�

If you will be celebra.ng your 50th wed-

ding anniversary this year please sign up 

in the Narthex for a special event with 

Bishop Callahan on August 23, here at St. 

Mary’s in Altoona. Deadline to sign up is 

March 6. The Bishop will then send you 

an invita.on to describe the event.�

New Adult Bible Study�

Just in .me for Lent and Easter... a new 

Bible study! Lec.o Mary is geTng rave 

reviews from people with devo.on to 

Mary. The adult study will be held begin-

ning on Tuesday, February 25 for 8 weeks 

from 6:00�7:30p. We will meet at St. 

Mary's School in the 4th grade classroom. 

Contact Nan at� tnfalbo@charter.net� for 

more informa.on. �

Diocesan Annual Appeal�

There is just $6,000 leJ to meet our goal 

for the Diocesan Annual Appeal.  If you 

haven’t responded to this year’s appeal, 

please consider dona.ng now.�

St. Mary’s Elementary School�

Thank you for aDending Parent�Teacher 

Conferences. Our staff enjoys mee.ng 

with you. Also a big thank you for the 

wonderful meal you provided. We appre-

ciate you! �

Sta.ons of the Cross: During Lent our 

students will be praying the Sta.ons of 

the Cross on Tuesdays at 2:55p.�

If you have or know of anyone who has a 

child turning 3 years old by August 31, 

enrollment is now open for St. Mary’s 

Preschool. Classes meet twice a week, on 

Monday and Wednesday or Tuesday and 

Thursday. Classes run from 8:30�11:00a.  �

Sta/ons of the Cross�

On Fridays during Lent there will 

be Sta.ons of the Cross at 

7:00pm. Join us for this special 

devo.on.

Daylight Saving Time Begins�

Daylight Saving Time will 

begin at 2:00a on Sunday, 

March 8. Turn your clock 

ahead one hour.�

Regis Catholic Schools�

Fundraiser: Join us Wednesday, March 

11, 3:00�10:00p at Olson's Ice Cream, Eau 

Claire loca.on, to help Regis Catholic 

Schools raise money in a sweet way. 10% 

of all proceeds during this .me will be 

donated to help support our schools. 

Bring your family and friends and make 

some sweet memories!�

Regis High School Blood Drive: Thursday, 

March 5, 9:00a�3:00p, at the Regis High 

School. Did you know? Every 2 seconds 

someone in the U.S. needs blood. You 

can make a difference.�



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish�

L��������� M���������

Saturday, March 7, 6:00p�

Lector� J Ceranski�

C Bearrood, L Hinrichs�

Servers� D Messerschmidt�

Ushers� K Roberts, M Rockow�

�

Sunday, March 8, 8:30a�

Lector� P Uhlig�

� J & C Rollins, C Kostka�

Servers� T Falbo, M Zwiefelhofer,�

� � A Melrose�

Ushers� B Severinski, M Quirk,�

� � P & J Quirk�

Greeters� T & S Mayer�

Counters� T & S Mayer, D Walker�

Parish News�

  Rosary�

Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 

are prayed before Mass on Sunday �

mornings beginning at 7:50a. �

S�. R��!"�#’� P����� S�����

Parish Secretary�

  Julie Graaskamp�� 715�877�3400�

 �  straymondparish@gmail.com�

Office Manager �

  Bonnie Firkus                      715�533�0629�

 �  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com�

Family Faith Forma�on �

  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715�835�8840�

 �  macallaghan115@gmail.com�

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)�

  Sydney Alexander � 715�828�1687�

 �  sydneyalexander94@gmail.com�

Maintenance�

  Robert Grzyb                      715�492�9677�

 �  autobobs@outlook.com�

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)�

  Kaylee Peikert�    715�855�1294 , x 142�

 �  Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com�

Priest�in�Residence�

  Fr. John Schultz�                 715�271�0018�

 �  schultzjohna@gmail.com�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults����������������������������������������$2,932.00�

Youth���������������������������������������������$12.75�

Plate���������������������������������������������$413.70�

Capital Campaign����������������������$2,545.00�

Total Envelope and Plate��������$5,903.45�

Family Faith Forma9on�

Next Sunday, March 8, is Family Ac.vity 

Day aJer Mass.�  Please join us for a fun 

Lent ac.vity and social .me with other 

families in the parish!�

Don't forget to do your Lent ac.vi.es 

provided by Family Forma.on throughout 

Lent.�  There are all kinds of great things 

to do as a family!��

Prayer Chain�

Please submit any prayer requests to 

Elaine Welin via email: ewel-

in327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 

715�286�5171.�

24 Hours for the Lord�

Immaculate Concep.on Parish will host  

24 consecu.ve hours of Confessions  

star.ng 3:00p Friday, March 13 to 3:00p 

Saturday, March 14. There will also be 

Eucharis.c Adora.on at this .me. Please 

sign up to help cover Adora.on.�

Communion to Homebound�

If you know of someone who is home-

bound and would like Holy Communion 

please contact Carla at 715�225�7419.�

Mass Inten9ons�

We welcome Mass Inten.on requests, 

but please be pa.ent as our Mass inten-

.ons list is now six months out. Every 

Mass  will be  said, and  in  the  order 

received.�

Knights of Columbus�

The Knights of Columbus will be 

hos.ng their Famous Fish Fry 

on Fridays in Lent star.ng Feb-

ruary 28 from 4�7:00p. Hope to 

see you there! �

The PCCW will be holding a 

bake walk at each of the six 

Knights of Columbus Lenten 

Fish Frys this year. There will be 

a sign up board in the back of 

Church with a separate sheet for each of 

the six Fish Frys. We are asking for volun-

teers to work selling the paddles for each 

week. Everyone’s help is greatly appreci-

ated for these fund raising events. Sign 

up early and sign up oJen! Thank you! 

Claire Parr, PCCW Bake Walk Coordinator�

Parish Council of Catholic Women�

Community Service�

St. Raymond’s parishioners have been 

volunteering at homeless shelters in Eau 

Claire for several years. We serve at the 

Sojourner House the first Monday of the 

month from 6:30�9p. We welcome more 

volunteers to help. If you are 18 or older 

and would like to volunteer at Sojourner, 

please contact Tammy Smith (community 

service coordinator at St Raymond's) at 

715�835�8685 or by email at 

jtbcsmith@bcglobal,net.��

We will be collec.ng needed items for 

the new Hope Gospel center this Lenten 

season. Please see the list in the Gather-

ing Space for needed items. Thank you!�

Tabernacle Refinishing�

The back side of our Tabernacle, on the 

back altar, is being damaged by the sun 

and will need refinishing. The brass finish 

will be reapplied and then a clear lacquer 

over that to protect it. If you would like 

to donate towards the cost of this project 

please call the office at 715�877�3400.�

God’s Hands Capital Campaign�

The God's Hands Capital Campaign has 

been progressing well.� A big thank you to 

everyone who is keeping up with their 

pledge commitment�and making this pos-

sible. We have completed the cemetery 

improvements to the landscaping and 

road, replaced the roof on the Church, 

repaired�the steeple, updated the ligh.ng 

and painted the walls in the Church. In 

addi.on, a new lawn mower was pur-

chased and donated to our parish.� Of the 

$606,500 pledged, $346,664 has been 

spent to date. We currently have 

$113,937 cash available to con.nue our 

campaign projects.�  This spring and sum-

mer we plan to move forward�on estab-

lishing an Endowment fund, improve 

storage spaces in the church building and 

on the property, and purchase a new 

boiler furnace for the rectory.��

March Wedding Anniversaries�

If you will be celebra.ng your 

wedding anniversary in March 

please sign up in the Gather-

ing Space for a special bless-

ings aJer the Masses on March 7 and 8.�

Daylight Saving Time Begins�

Daylight Saving Time will 

begin at 2:00a on Sunday, 

March 8. Turn your clock 

ahead one hour.�



FORMED® � The Catholic Faith. On Demand.�

Here’s how easy it is to get FORMED:  Go to www.FORMED.org �

You should see the registra+on box for parishioners. Type the parish code listed below. �

Set up a username and a password.  Now you are all set to use all the great programs on �

FORMED.org any+me by simply logging in.�

�

FORMED.org/register       Enter Parish Code:  JR6NZW�

If you have any ques�ons please contact: Marianne Callaghan at St. Raymond’s�

FORMED can be compared to 

Ne/lix for Catholics . . . But it’s so 

much more! Now the best �

Catholic study programs, movies, 

audio presenta;ons, and eBooks 

from the most trusted apostolates 

are all just a click away!�

Every Parish Family Has Unlimited Access 

to Life�Changing Catholic Content!�

�

This service is provided FREE to you by your Parish and �

your Knight’s of Columbus!�
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Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

Open 7 Days a Week
2120 Highland Ave. • Eau Claire

CANCUN 
MEXICAN GRILL

CANCUN 
MEXICAN GRILL

Carpet • Vinyl •  Ceramic 
Wood Flooring • Area Rugs

839-8048
1804 Rudolph Road

Celebrating 24 years in Business

Mike & Cheryl Corneiller

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

 

(715) 830-7444 
www.ATSservicecenter.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN 
Want help to be a great parent?

We’ll mentor & teach you AND you’ll receive 
diapers, formula, clothing & much more.

2600 Stein Blvd. Eau Claire 
(715) 834-5254 • applepcc.orgPREGNANCY CARE CENTER

715-833-1111
www.toppers.com

  
Brackett Ave.  715-831-1060 
 Golf Rd.          715-514-4655

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION 
TAX 

SERVICE
1122 Birch St., Eau Claire     715-832-1534 

New Client Discount $10

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Altoona Family  
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day 
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount 

• All American Homestyle Cooking
2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy  
Altoona, WI 54720 (715) 830-5000

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL
350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390


