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March 7 through March 15�

Sat., Mar. 7� 9:00a� SM� † Angela Mroczenski�

� � 4:00p� SM� Priest Inten�on�

� � 6:00p � SR� † Milo Scheuermann�

Sun., Mar. 8� 8:30a � SR� † Joanne Graaskamp�

� � 11:00a� SM� † Bonnie Frueh�

� � 1:00p� SM� SM & SR Parishioners�

Mon., Mar. 9� ��� No Mass ����

Tue., Mar. 10� 9:00a� SR� † Darlene Klobucar�

Wed., Mar. 11 � 8:00a� SM� † Bernice Bauer�

Thu., Mar. 12� 8:00a� SR� † Janet Hart�

� � 2:00p� � Mass at Heatherwood�

Fri., Mar. 13� 9:00a� SM� † JoAnn LeMere�

Sat., Mar. 14� 4:00p� SM� † Angela Mroczenski�

� � 6:00p� SR� † Sue Weiss�

Sun., Mar. 15� 8:30a� SR� † Kathleen Lindgren�

� � 11:00a� SM� † Mr. & Mrs. Ed Su8er�

� � 1:00p� SM� SM & SR Parishioners� �

�

S�������� �� R��������������

�

� Thursday� 7:00�9:00p� SR�

� Saturday � 10:00a�12:00p  � SM�

�

E������	��� E���	����� � A��������

�

� Tuesday � 5:00�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00�10:00p� SR�

�

B������� S��������� D��������

Please submit informa�on for the bulle�n to the parish office  by 

Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.�



Reflec�ons from Fr. Derek Sakowski�

The Power of Childlike Wonder�

Last �me I discussed the spiritual weapon 

of “talking back” to evil to win the victory 

in the moment of tempta�on. But what 

about all the calmer moments that pre-

cede? Jesus’ victory in the moment of 

tempta�on flowed forth from all that 

came before: being claimed as God’s be-

loved Son in his bap�sm and then spend-

ing forty days receiving spiritual strength 

through prayer and self�denial. It was his daily consistency and 

his childlike dependence on his Father that won the deeper and 

more decisive victory.�

Jesus encourages us to become like li8le children. Every healthy 

human child discovers the power of “No!!” and “Mine!!” and 

“You can’t make me!!” Those words, properly learned and 

properly harnessed, can become wonderful weapons in the mo-

ment of tempta�on. Every healthy human child goes on to dis-

cover an even more powerful word: “Why?” What a precious giE 

it is to have curiosity and wonder at why things are the way they 

are. From philosophy to poetry to science, all our greatest human 

achievements, all of our most shining successes emerge as fruits 

of childlike curiosity and wonder.�

It is so easy to lose that giE. For one thing, it is exhaus�ng to par-

ents to hear the word “Why?” a hundred �mes a day. It is 

temp�ng to s�fle the curiosity of children. For another thing, it is 

incredibly hard to have wonder and awe in moments of trial or 

trauma. Whether war or abuse or addic�on or mental illness, 

when our daily living environment becomes a fight for survival, 

we do not tend to take �me to smell the roses or to marvel at 

why things are the way they are. We need to feel safe and secure 

to be able to do that. Jesus faced Satan with an incredible sense 

of safety and security in the Father’s love and in his own human 

dignity.�

I have wri8en before about the importance of geHng down to 

the roots. Sure, we can lop off the dandelion heads �me and 

again � they will keep growing back un�l we uproot the plants. 

This is especially true if we are struggling with habitual pa8erns 

of sin or addic�ve behaviors. In those cases, we may find our-

selves figh�ng tempta�on again and again. It is so important to 

give ourselves permission to step back calmly, to remember that 

we are a beloved child of God (even in our moments of sin). Bask-

ing in empathy and kindness and grace, we can look upon our 

situa�on and begin asking ques�ons, engaging that giE of child-

like curiosity and wonder. We can begin to asking, “Isn’t that in-

teres�ng…?”  “I wonder why that would happen just now…?” 

And so forth.�

Far too oEen, we engage in self�loathing and self�shaming. I can 

think of things I used to say oEen to myself: “There I go again.” 

“What’s wrong with me?” “I’ll be stuck this way forever…” I’m 

sure that most of you have your own inner cri�c in those mo-

ments as well. It need not be so. We can shiE gears, choosing 

empathy and kindness, and can begin asking ques�ons with curi-

osity and wonder.�

For myself, one of my most frequent struggles is to feel the urge 

to eat something even when I am not at all hungry. I have 

learned (some�mes anyway) to “just no�ce that” and wonder at 

it. Isn’t it interes�ng that I would feel the urge to eat something 

just now? I know I’m not hungry…�

Actually, my curiosity and self�reflec�on (and talking to others 

about it) has led me to iden�fy forty�two different behaviors that 

spring up in me during �mes of unrest. Some are more sinful; 

others are benign. All of them are ways of surviving and pro-

tec�ng me from feeling vulnerable and exposed. They are ways 

that I tend to react to feelings of insecurity, shame, fear, loneli-

ness, or sadness. These are learned behaviors that have helped 

me survive in the past. But I don’t need them anymore.�

I have begun looking at them as a cast of characters, as a mem-

bers of the family in the drama of my interior life. When ten or 

twenty of them start showing up at once, it’s a sign to me that I 

really need to pay a8en�on! Rather than running away, rather 

than becoming disgusted with myself, I need to reach out and 

connect with someone who cares � God, certainly, but also oth-

ers in the flesh who can be a listening ear and an empathizing 

heart. These different parts of myself are not actually evil � they 

are trying to help me, but they need to be integrated, re�

organized, and directed.�

This process is so counter�intui�ve for many of us. Our tendency 

in the face of tempta�ons is to run and to flee, and to see our 

habitual tempta�on as bad. Instead, we could look at it much 

more like an indicator light on the dashboard of our car. It’s there 

to get us to pay a8en�on and look under the hood � calling on 

experts if need be. In cases like mine, that may mean reaching 

out to a trained therapist or a support group, in addi�on to a 

spiritual mentor and good friends. Whatever helps us feel safe 

and secure and rediscover the power of childlike wonder.�

Our hearts are made in God’s own image and likeness and are 

very good. That means that even our most twisted fantasies or 

darkest thoughts, at their roots, begin as legi�mate human needs 

and good desires. That means that figh�ng tempta�on is not our 

only tac�c. We need connec�on and safety in healthy human 

rela�onships; we need to reac�vate our capacity for curiosity and 

wonder, becoming like li8le children and in so doing becoming 

whole and holy.�

Bap�sm: Parents should request the bap�sm of their in-

fants at least two months prior to the  an�cipated date of �

bap�sm.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 

website for more  informa�on, to download forms, and to 

see upcoming bap�smal class dates.�

�

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebra�on of 

the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 

�me of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 

the an�cipated date of marriage. �

�

Anoin�ng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 

been sick for a long period of �me should receive the �

Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 

of the parish  offices to make arrangements.�

Sacraments�



Saint Mary’s Parish�

L��������� M���������

Saturday, March 14, 4:00p�

Lector� J Spalding�

M Niedzwiecki

Servers� R Ca8, Z Niedzwiecki�

A. Server� M Nuesse�

S. Serve� M Niedzwiecki�

Ushers� W Liedl, P Connell,�

� M Kloss, H Talley�

�

Sunday, March 15, 11:00a�

Lector� J Nyberg�

D Effertz

Servers� C Chilson, T Chilson�

A. Server� J Fox�

S. Server� J Fox�

Ushers� M Chilson, J Corcoran,�

� D McNamara, T Sykora�

�

If you are interested in volunteering �

for any of these ministries �

please call the Parish Office�

S�. M���’� P����� S�����

Parish Email �

 �  stmarypar@gmail.com �

 � �

Office Manager �

  Bonnie Firkus            715�855�1294, x 146�

 �  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  �

Evangeliza�on & Faith Forma�on �

  �

     �  JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com �

Faith Forma�on Coordinator�

Maria Ricciardi           715�855�1294, x 106�

     �  FaithForma�onSM@gmail.com �

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)�

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek    715�855�1294, x 140�

     �  frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com �

Maintenance�

  Charles Thurner        715�855�1294, x 141�

 �  Stmarymaintaltoona@gmail.com        �

St. Mary’s School              715�830�2278�

  Carisa Smiskey, Principal�

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults����������������������������������������$6,825.00�

Teens/Children������������������������������$22.76�

Offertory (Plate)�����������������������$1,777.50�

Total Envelope & Plate�����������$8,625.26�

�

Capital Campaign ������������������������$163.00�

Scrip������������������������������������������$7,415.00�

Thank you!�

Parish News� Family Faith Forma.on�

Confirma/on Class meets this Wednes-

day, March 11 from 6:30�8p at St. Mary’s.�

RCIA: Are you interested in learning 

more about Catholic teaching? Our RCIA 

meets this Thursday, March 12 from 6:30 

to 8:30p. Join us for our topic: Catholic 

Social Teaching. �

Discerning a Voca�on to the Permanent 

Diaconate? If you are a man between 30 

and 60 years of age and think God may 

be calling you to be a permanent deacon, 

there will be a Diaconate Discernment 

Retreat on Saturday, April 4, 2020. The 

first step is to contact Deacon Kevin Ray, 

Director of the Office for the Diaconate. 

�

Discerning a Voca.on?�

Prayer Chain�

Please submit any prayer request to Janet 

Fox at generalbook@charter.net .�

Homebound Visit�

If you know of someone who is home-

bound and would like Holy Communion 

brought to them, please contact Carla 

Koskta at kostkacarla@gmail.com or call 

715�225�7419.�

Elizabeth Ministry�

To add a name, due date, birth date, or  

to volunteer, call Emily Thurner at 715�

864�3048.�

Triduum�

This year Triduum will be celebrated at 

St. Raymond’s. Holy Thursday Mass at 

7:00p, Good Friday at 2:00p and Easter 

Vigil at 9:00p. Join us there!

24 Hours for the Lord�

There will be no confessions on Satur-

day, March 14. Go to Immaculate Con-

cep�on Parish during 24 Hours for the 

Lord � Confessions  and Adora�on star�ng 

3:00p Friday, March 13 through 3:00p 

Saturday, March 14. �

Sta.ons of the Cross�

On Fridays during Lent there will 

be Sta�ons of the Cross at 

7:00p. Join us for this special 

devo�on.

Diocesan Annual Appeal�

There is just $6,000 leE to meet our goal 

for the Diocesan Annual Appeal.  If you 

haven’t responded to this year’s appeal, 

please consider dona�ng now.�

St. Mary’s Elementary School�

Sta�ons of the Cross: During Lent our 

students will be praying the Sta�ons of 

the Cross on Tuesdays at 2:55p.�

Regis Catholic Schools will offer before 

and aEer school care for the 2020�21 

school year at St. Mary's Elementary 

School. The program will be located in 

the Parish Hall. Care will be available on 

school days from 6:30a un�l the start of 

the school day, and aEer school un�l 

6:00p. Again, this care will be provided at 

your child's school. In order to enroll, we 

require a minimum of at least 2 days per 

week. Enrollment is now open. Enroll 

early to help ensure a spot in your 

school's program. If you have any ques-

�ons, please contact Bri8ney LeBarron, 

blebarron@RegisCatholicSchools.com or 

715�830�2274.�

Regis Catholic Schools�

Fundraiser: Join us Wednesday, March 

11, 3:00�10:00p at Olson's Ice Cream, Eau 

Claire loca�on, to help Regis Catholic 

Schools raise money in a sweet way. 10% 

of all proceeds during this �me will be 

donated to help support our schools. 

Bring your family and friends and make 

some sweet memories!�

Lenten Men’s Retreat �

Stuck in the same habits? Desiring deeper 

freedom? Break free! Join us on Friday 

and Saturday, March 20 and 21 for reflec-

�ons from Fr. Derek Sakowski, food, fel-

lowship and small group conversa�ons. 

Also includes Sta�ons of the Cross, Ado-

ra�on, Confessions and Mass. Check�in 

�me is 4:00p on Friday and 7:30am on 

Saturday at St. Mary’s. Any ques�ons or if 

you wish to pre�register please contact 

Fr. Sakowski at frsakowski@gmail.com.�

Parish Council of Catholic Women�

LADIES OF ST MARY’S:� Join us for a PCCW 

General Mee�ng on Sunday, March 15 

aEer 11:00a Mass.�  It will be held in the 

Library off the Narthex.� A light lunch will 

be served.�  Come and see what your 

PCCW is doing. St. Mary’s PCCW will be 

offering coffee for sale in the Narthex, 

before and aEer Mass, the weekend of 

March 14 and 15.  �



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish�

L��������� M���������

Saturday, March 14, 6:00p�

Lector� A Christ�

K Pfaff, B Sorge�

Servers� E Wright�

Ushers� B Grzyb, J Jaenke�

�

Sunday, March 15, 8:30a�

Lector� T Hoff�

� J & L Ve8erkind, �

� � J Bowers�

Servers� K Burmesch, M & J Hoff�

Ushers� D Olson, B Severinski,�

� � J & L Ve8erkind�

Greeters� P Gentry, C Fiser�

Counters� M Burmesch, P Gentry,�

� � Dianne LeMere�

If you are not feeling well please be 

considerate of others by refraining from 

handshakes during the Sign of Peace and 

by not receiving from the chalice at Holy 

Communion. �

If You Are Not Feeling Well�

Parish News�

  Rosary�

Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 

are prayed before Mass on Sunday �

mornings beginning at 7:50a. �

S�. R��!"�#’� P����� S�����

Parish Secretary�

  Julie Graaskamp�� 715�877�3400�

 �  straymondparish@gmail.com�

Office Manager �

  Bonnie Firkus                      715�533�0629�

 �  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com�

Family Faith Forma�on �

  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715�835�8840�

 �  macallaghan115@gmail.com�

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)�

  Sydney Alexander � 715�828�1687�

 �  sydneyalexander94@gmail.com�

Maintenance�

  Robert Grzyb                      715�492�9677�

 �  autobobs@outlook.com�

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)�

  Kaylee Peikert�    715�855�1294 , x 142�

 �  Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com�

Priest�in�Residence�

  Fr. John Schultz�                 715�271�0018�

 �  schultzjohna@gmail.com�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults����������������������������������������$3,521.00�

Youth�����������������������������������������������$8.70�

Plate������������������������������������������$1,302.60�

Capital Campaign����������������������$1,210.00�

Total Envelope and Plate��������$6,042.30�

Discerning a Voca�on to the Permanent 

Diaconate? If you are a man between 30 

and 60 years of age and think God may 

be calling you to be a permanent deacon, 

there will be a Diaconate Discernment 

Retreat on Saturday, April 4, 2020. The 

first step is to contact Deacon Kevin Ray, 

Director of the Office for the Diaconate. 

Discerning a Voca.on?�

Family Faith Forma/on�

Families, how is your Lent going? If you're 

looking for something to do together, 

how about Confession and Adora�on and 

then a Fish Fry?�  24 Hours for the Lord 

(Confession and Adora�on) runs from 

3:00p on Friday, March 13 to 3:00p on 

Saturday, March 14 at Immaculate Con-

cep�on. And then we, of course, have our 

parish Fish Frys on Fridays during Lent. 

Both are a great way to celebrate the 

season of Lent together as a family! �

Mass Time Change�

Tuesday, March 10 the weekday morning 

Mass will be at 9:00a as we will be 

hos�ng a Regis Retreat.�

Prayer Chain�

Please submit any prayer requests to 

Elaine Welin via email: ewel-

in327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 

715�286�5171.�

Communion to Homebound�

If you know of someone who is home-

bound and would like Holy Communion 

please contact Carla at 715�225�7419.�

Easter Flower Memorials�

If you would like a Lily placed in the 

Church in memory of a loved one, fill out 

the envelope in your dona�on box or one 

in the Gathering Space by April 5. All hon-

ored names will be in the Easter bulle�n.�

Knights of Columbus�

The Knights of Columbus will be 

hos�ng their Famous Fish Fry 

on Fridays in Lent star�ng Feb-

ruary 28  through April 3  from 

4�7:00p. Hope to see you there! �

Tabernacle Refinishing�

The back side of our Tabernacle, on the 

back altar, is being damaged by the sun 

and will need refinishing. The brass finish 

will be reapplied and then a clear lacquer 

over that to protect it. If you would like 

to donate towards the cost of this project 

please call the office at 715�877�3400.�

Community Service�

St. Raymond’s parishioners have been 

volunteering at homeless shelters in Eau 

Claire for several years. We serve at the 

Sojourner House the first Monday of the 

month from 6:30�9p. We welcome more 

volunteers to help. If you are 18 or older 

and would like to volunteer at Sojourner, 

please contact Tammy Smith (community 

service coordinator at St Raymond's) at 

715�835�8685 or by email at 

jtbcsmith@bcglobal,net.��

We will be collec�ng needed items for 

the new Hope Gospel center this Lenten 

season. Please see the list in the Gather-

ing Space for needed items. Thank you!�

The PCCW will be holding a 

bake walk at each of the six 

Knights of Columbus Lenten 

Fish Frys this year. There will be 

a sign up board in the back of 

Church with a separate sheet for each of 

the six Fish Frys. We are asking for volun-

teers to work selling the paddles for each 

week. Everyone’s help is greatly appreci-

ated for these fund raising events. Sign 

up early and sign up oEen! Thank you! 

Claire Parr, PCCW Bake Walk Coordinator�

Parish Council of Catholic Women�

Sta.ons of the Cross�

On Sundays during Lent there 

will be Sta�ons of the Cross at 

5:00p followed by soup and 

sandwich supper. Join us!

24 Hours for the Lord�

Immaculate Concep�on Parish will host  

24 consecu�ve hours of Confessions  

star�ng 3:00p Friday, March 13 to 3:00p 

Saturday, March 14. 24 hours of Adora-

�on will also be offered during this �me.�

Lenten Men’s Retreat � 3/20 & 21�

Stuck in the same habits? Desiring deeper 

freedom? Break free! More informa�on 

in the Gathering Space.�



Safe Haven Sunday � Follow Up for Families�

Connected�is a proac�ve resource that explores how a 

strong family connec�on can protect children and teens 

from the dangers of hidden pornography use.��

�

It contains real�life stories and prac�cal �ps for maintaining 

or re�establishing connec�on in your family.�Connected�will 

strengthen your rela�onship with God, your spouse, and 

your children, so your family can live free of pornography.�

�

In�Connected, you'll learn:��

�The prevalence of loneliness and how it fuels porn use�

�How strong emo�onal connec�ons prevent porn�

�How to fight busyness and burnout�

�How to work through emo�ons that may be blocking �

  genuine connec�ons�

�How to connect more effec�vely with your spouse�

�How to talk to your kids about sensi�ve subjects like �

  pornography and more!�

�

�

�

Download Your Free Connected Ebook at:�

h1ps://learn.covenanteyes.com/connected/ �

CONNECTED �
How strong family rela�onships lead to internet�safe kids�



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Mary, Altoona, WI A 4C 02-0290

Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

Contact Rob Witte to place an ad today! 
rwitte@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2501

Open 7 Days a Week
2120 Highland Ave. • Eau Claire

CANCUN 
MEXICAN GRILL

CANCUN 
MEXICAN GRILL

Carpet • Vinyl •  Ceramic 
Wood Flooring • Area Rugs

839-8048
1804 Rudolph Road

Celebrating 24 years in Business

Mike & Cheryl Corneiller

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

 

(715) 830-7444 
www.ATSservicecenter.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN 
Want help to be a great parent?

We’ll mentor & teach you AND you’ll receive 
diapers, formula, clothing & much more.

2600 Stein Blvd. Eau Claire 
(715) 834-5254 • applepcc.orgPREGNANCY CARE CENTER

715-833-1111
www.toppers.com

  
Brackett Ave.  715-831-1060 
 Golf Rd.          715-514-4655

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION 
TAX 

SERVICE
1122 Birch St., Eau Claire     715-832-1534 

New Client Discount $10

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Altoona Family  
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day 
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount 

• All American Homestyle Cooking
2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy  
Altoona, WI 54720 (715) 830-5000

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL
350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390


