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April 4 through April 12�

Sat., Apr. 4� 8:00a� † Janet Papach�

� � � † Angela Mroczenski�

Sun., Apr. 5� 8:00a � † Ron Bowe�

� � 8:00a� † Annabelle & William Planert�

� � 9:00a� SM & SR Parishioners�

Mon., Apr. 6� 8:00a� † Richard Gosnell�

Tue., Apr. 7� 8:00a� † Patricia Koehler�

Wed., Apr. 8 � 8:00a� † Kelly Kaiser�

Thu., Apr. 9� 7:00p� † Jerry Verdegan�

Fri., Apr. 10� 2:00p� Good Friday Service�

Sat., Apr. 11� 9:00p� † Kathleen Lindgren�

Sun., Apr. 12� 8:00a� SR & SM Parishioners�

� � 8:00a� † June Meznarich�

� � 9:00a� Priest Inten5on�

�

� �

�
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� Drive up Confessions Offered Mon., Wed. & Fri. at St. Mary�

� Drive up Confessions Offered Tue. & Thur. at St. Raymond�

�

E������	��� E���	����� � A��������

�

      Adora5on Tuesday Evenings at St. Mary’s�

      Adora5on Thursday Evenings at St. Raymond’s�

�
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Please submit informa5on for the bulle5n to the parish office by 

Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you.�

Vol. 5 • No. 14   �
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Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord | April 5, 2020 �



Reflec�ons from Fr. Daniel Sedlacek�

“Remain Here and Keep Watch�

  With Me”�

� �

May the peace of Jesus Christ be with 

you! This is my first bulle5n ar5cle since 

all the measures to combat the COVID�19 

virus have come into effect and turned 

our lives upside down. Please know that 

you are all in my daily prayers, especially 

those who have been most adversely       

affected. �

Today is Palm Sunday and the beginning of Holy Week, the most 

sacred 5me of the year for us Chris5ans. I highly encourage you 

all to enter into this 5me in the best way that you can in your 

homes and with your families. Make it special. Some possibili5es: 

Watch Mass and the Triduum liturgies (Holy Thursday, Good Fri-

day, Holy Saturday) on TV or on Facebook Live. Do a Palm Sunday 

procession, on Palm Sunday and Good Friday read through Our 

Lord’s Passion, with the members of your family taking on the 

various speaking parts, pray the sorrowful mysteries of the Ro-

sary, put on a “Passion play,” pray the Sta5ons of the Cross. 

Some, I have heard, are planning to make a liFle bonfire on Holy 

Saturday night and do a candle procession before they watch the 

Easter Vigil Mass. Now is an opportune 5me for all the incredible 

and beau5ful tradi5ons and family devo5ons of our Catholic her-

itage to make a comeback and impact our love for and prac5ce of 

the Faith. Perhaps some new devo5onal tradi5ons will be formed 

and be passed on to future genera5ons.�

Every Holy Week I like to spend 5me praying with the two ac-

counts of Our Lord’s Passion (this year, MaFhew’s account on 

Palm Sunday and John’s account on Good Friday). I pray with 

them as I read them, imagining being in the shoes of all the vari-

ous persons who were involved in the Saving Event of Jesus’ 

suffering, death, and resurrec5on (the “Paschal Mystery”). This 

year, I am thinking especially about the characters who sought to 

be with Jesus in His suffering in order to console or comfort Him. 

This is appropriate since the whole world is going through so 

much suffering and distress at this 5me. How would I have “been 

with Jesus” during His suffering? Would I have been like Peter, 

James and John (who fell asleep in the garden and then ran away 

at the first sign of personal suffering)? Or like Pilate’s wife, who 

tried to convince her husband to be brave and just in a difficult 

situa5on (to “have nothing to do” with the unjust charges being 

brought against Jesus)? Would I have been like Pilate, who want-

ed to release Jesus, but was overpowered by fear and poli5cal 

and personal expediency? Would I have been like Veronica, the 

other women of Jerusalem who had compassion on Jesus on the 

Way of the Cross? Would I have been like Simon of Cyrene, who 

did help Jesus, albeit unwillingly? Would have I been like Mary, 

John, Mary Magdalen, and the other holy women who stood at 

the cross, staying with Jesus un5l the last dreadful moment, then 

saw to it that His Body was properly buried? Would I have been 

like Joseph of Arimathea and ac5vely sought out (poten5ally at 

great risk to himself) to do an immensely generous act of kind-

ness for Jesus and His family? �

As I ponder the event which has changed the world forever, by 

which I have been saved from the everlas5ng death of separa5on 

from God the Father, and through which Jesus demonstrates His 

faithful love for me, I imagine myself in the shoes of these others. 

But then I begin to bring this Event of the Paschal Mystery (the 

passion, death, and resurrec5on of Jesus) into my life today. In 

the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus asked Peter, James, and John to 

“remain here and keep watch with Me.” Am I doing that? Am I 

answering Jesus’ hearKelt request to “remain with Him” in His 

sorrow today, through daily prayer with my family, through the 

loving offering of my sufferings (both those that come to me and 

those which I take on voluntarily through penance), and through 

pa5ent and generous service to those around me, whom Christ 

iden5fies with Himself (“Whatever you did for the least of my 

brothers and sisters, you did for Me.”)? How am I staying with 

Jesus and keeping watch with Him today to console and comfort 

Him?�

But how does anyone “be with Jesus” in our current situa5on? 

How do you do it? We know that we cannot do this very well 

when we are in a spirit of agita5on or anxiety. I have been read-

ing an incredible book by Fr. Jacques Phillippe, Searching for and 

Maintaining Peace. It is a short but powerful book. In the first 

chapter, he says, “God is a God of peace. He does not speak and 

does not operate except in peace, not in trouble or agita5on… 

ONen we cause ourselves to become agitated and disturbed by 

trying to resolve everything by ourselves, when it would be more 

efficacious to remain peacefully before the gaze of God and to 

allow Him to act and work in us with His wisdom and power, 

which are infinitely superior to ours.”�

This Holy Week, let us remain before the gaze of the God of 

peace, no ma�er the suffering or sorrow. If we remain with Jesus 

spiritually (and with him “in” the least of His brethren) in our to-

day’s Garden of Gethsemane, way of the cross, foot of the cross 

next to Mary, and at the door of the tomb, He promises that He 

will remain with us and IN us. And then we who keep watch for 

“the solemnity of the Lord’s Resurrec.on may, through renewal 

brought about by [the] Spirit, rise up to the light of life” with the 

Lord Jesus, who has “conquered death and unlocked for us the 

path to eternity” (Collect Prayer for Easter Sunday Mass).�

Bap�sm: Parents should request the bap�sm of their in-

fants at least two months prior to the  an�cipated date of �

bap�sm.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 

website for more  informa�on, to download forms, and to 

see upcoming bap�smal class dates.�

�

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebra�on of 

the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 

�me of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 

the an�cipated date of marriage. �

�

Anoin�ng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 

been sick for a long period of �me should receive the �

Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 

of the parish  offices to make arrangements.�

Sacraments�



Saint Mary’s and St. Raymond’s Parishes�
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Parish Email�

 �  stmarypar@gmail.com  �

�

Office Manager �

  Bonnie Firkus            715�855�1294, x 146�

 �  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  �

Evangeliza�on & Faith Forma�on �

  �

     �  JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com �

Faith Forma�on Coordinator�

Maria Ricciardi           715�855�1294, x 106�

     �  FaithForma5onSM@gmail.com �

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)�

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek    715�855�1294, x 140�

     �  frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com �

Maintenance �

  Charles Thurner        715�855�1294, x 141�

 �  Stmarymaintaltoona@gmail.com        �

St. Mary’s School              715�830�2278�

  Carisa Smiskey, Principal�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults����������������������������������������$2,473.56�

Endowment������������������������������������$10.00�

Plate�����������������������������������������������$22.95�

Capital Campaign�������������������������$650.00�

Total Envelope and Plate��������$3,156.51�

S�. R������’� P����� S�����

Parish Secretary�

  Julie Graaskamp�� 715�877�3400�

 �  straymondparish@gmail.com�

Office Manager �

  Bonnie Firkus                      715�533�0629�

 �  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com�

Family Faith Forma�on �

  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715�835�8840�

 �  macallaghan115@gmail.com�

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)�

  Sydney Alexander � 715�828�1687�

 �  sydneyalexander94@gmail.com�

Maintenance�

  Robert Grzyb                      715�492�9677�

 �  autobobs@outlook.com�

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)�

  Kaylee Peikert�    715�855�1294 , x 142�

 �  Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com�

Priest�in�Residence�

  Fr. John Schultz�                 715�271�0018�

 �  schultzjohna@gmail.com�
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�

Palm Sunday�

�

First Reading:�

Isaiah 50: 4�7�

�

Second Reading:�

Philippians 2: 6�11�

�

Gospel:�

Ma-hew 26: 14�27:66�

(The Passion of our Lord)�

Church Building Open�

St. Mary’s Church building remains open 

from 9:00a to 9:00p every day for private 

prayer. Please only 9 people in the 

Church at a 5me and at least 6 feet apart.�

Eucharis"c Adora"on�

Eucharis5c Adora5on is on Tuesday even-

ing. Please follow social distancing laws.�

Confessions�

Drive�up Confessions are offered on 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday evenings 

from 7:00�9:00p. Pull up to Father, re-

main in your car and turn off engine.�

Online Giving�

As we find new ways to do everything, 

your weekly offering will need to make its 

way to your parish in a new way too. You 

can to go St. Mary’s website and click on 

the online giving tab. It is quick and easy!�

Parish News � St. Mary’s� Parish News � St. Raymond’s�

Church Building Open�

St. Raymond’s Church building is open 

from 9:00a to 9:00p every day for private 

prayer. Please only 9 people in the 

Church at a 5me and at least 6 feet apart.�

Eucharis"c Adora"on�

Eucharis5c Adora5on is Thursday even-

ing. Please follow social distancing laws.�

Confessions�

Drive�up Confessions are offered on Tues-

day and Thursday evenings from 7:00�

9:00p. Pull up to Father, remain in your 

car and turn off engine.�

Online Giving�

As we find new ways to do everything, 

your weekly offering will need to make its 

way to your parish in a new way too. Visit 

St. Raymond’s website and click on the 

online giving tab. It is quick and easy!�

FORMED.Org�

Now is the 5me to take advantage of this 

great online resource! Catholic content 

that you can access right from your 

home! On the front page of this bulle5n, 

at the boFom, is the access code. Take 

advantage of Catholic reading, movies 

and audio books today!�

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults����������������������������������������$7,782.00�

Offertory (Plate)�����������������������������$50.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������$7,832.00�

�

Capital Campaign ������������������������$184.14�

Scrip�������������������������������������������$2,700.00�

Thank you!�

�

S�11�2���3 Y��2 C6�276�

THANK YOU! Thank you to everyone who 

has con�nued to support our parishes 

through your weekly offering! We have 

had a good response even though we have 

not been in Church together! If you have 

ques�ons about how you can get your 

offering to Church, please feel free to call 

Bonnie Firkus at 715�533�0629.�

Join Us at Mass!�

Check out St. Mary’s or St. Raymond’s 

FaceBook page to watch daily Mass live�

streamed at 8:00a!�

Prayer Chain�

Please submit any prayer re-

quests to Elaine Welin via  

email:  ewelin327@gmail.com 

or call Diane Walker at 715�

286�5171. �

Prayer Chain�

Please submit any prayer request to Janet 

Fox at generalbook@charter.net .�

Homebound Visits�

If you know of someone who 

is homebound and would like 

us to reach out to them, 

please contact Carla Kostka 

at 715�225�7419.�

Thank You From Hope Gospel!�

Thank you to everyone at St. Raymond’s 

who dropped off dona5ons for Hope Gos-

pel during Lent! We will no longer be 

collec5ng items due to COVID�19, but 

your generosity is greatly appreciated!�



COVID�19: A Prayer of Solidarity For all 

who have contracted coronavirus: We 

pray for care and healing. For those who 

are par5cularly vulnerable, We pray for 

safety and protec5on. For all who experi-

ence fear or anxiety, We pray for peace 

of mind and spirit. For affected families 

who are facing difficult decisions be-

tween food on the table or public safety, 

We pray for policies that recognize their 

plight. For those who do not have ade-

quate health insurance, We pray that no 

family will face financial burdens alone. 

For those who are afraid to access care 

due to immigra5on status, We pray for 

recogni5on of the God�given dignity of 

all. For our brothers and sisters around 

the world, We pray for shared solidarity. 

For public officials and decision makers, 

We pray for wisdom and guidance. Fa-

ther, during this 5me may your Church be 

a sign of hope, comfort and love to all. 

Grant peace. Grant comfort. Grant heal-

ing. Be with us, Lord. Amen. �

Copyright © 2020, United States Conference 

of Catholic Bishops. All rights reserved. �

How to Pray the TV Mass At Home�

Crea�ng a sacred space to reverently watch the 

Mass in your Home:�

When you cannot go to communion in person, we strongly encourage you to take the 

5me to make a spiritual communion, praying for all the same blessings and graces from 

the Lord. You can use these or similar words:�

�

My Jesus,�

I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.�

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.�

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,�

come at least spiritually into my heart.�

I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit 

me to be separated from You. Amen.�

Spiritual Communion�

Create a prayer altar under your TV or streaming device. Con-

sider se0ng a crucifix or other sacred art in the prayer space.�

�

Open your bible to the gospel of the day and place it on your 

“home altar” to remind you that the Word of God is among 

you.�

�

Light a candle to symbolize the beau<ful light that shines in 

the darkness and to help your home resemble the Church.�

�

Set up chairs like a pew to help you engage in the Mass and 

keep you from passively watching from the couch.�

�

Get dressed as you normally would when a?ending Mass. 

Keeping this rou<ne is especially helpful for children.�

�

If you have holy water at home, bless yourself and your fami-

ly before you begin the Mass.�

�

Take a few moments of silence to transi<on from the busy-

ness of your home to the sacredness of the Mass.�

�

Fully par<cipate by standing, kneeling, si0ng and responding 

according to the rubrics of the Mass.�

�

Make the rest of the day special by sharing a treat, like a 

doughnut and coffee or a nice breakfast aEer Mass with 

those at home with you.�

Excerpts from the Catholic Diocese of Sioux Falls�



St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus � Family of the Month�

�

�

�

�

March 2020 Family of the Month:�

Our Lady of Guadalupe Counsel of St Mary’s would like to announce 

that Sco� and Becky Alexander and their family,�

 have been named as Family of the Month for March�

�

The Alexander family became members of St. Mary’s Parish in 1999. All four of their daughters have been ac"ve 

in St. Mary’s music ministry since childhood, and Sydney is now the director of Sacred Music at St. Mary’s and 

St. Raymond’s Parishes. She also teaches piano to several St. Mary’s students. Regan is currently majoring in 

biology at the University of Mary in Bismarck, ND. A+er gradua"on she plans to pursue a Master of Nutri"on 

degree. Taryn is a history and educa"on major at UWEC. She is also a member of the Blugold dance team. Taryn 

serves on the high school confirma"on team, the middle school Edge team and is a parish council member. Ken-

dall is a sophomore at Regis and is ac"ve in dance, soccer, choir, band, forensics and campus ministry. She is 

also a fourth grade family faith forma"on aid.  All four daughters a2ended Regis Catholic Schools beginning in 

preschool.�

Becky serves as St. Mary’s representa"ve on the Regis Catholic Schools Commission. With the help of her family, 

she also cares for the sanctuary plants, flowers, and decora"ons. She volunteers as a parish recep"onist and is 

the fourth grade faith forma"on teacher.   Becky is also a member of the PCCW and one of the organizers of the 

Valen"ne’s Dinner, a job that her daughters also help with. This past fall she worked as the long�term subs"tute 

teacher for St. Mary’s fi+h grade.  �

�

The Knights thank Sco@, Becky and family  for their great service to our parish and their �

example of Catholic faith. May God bless them!�
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Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

Contact Gary Stang to place an ad today! 
gstang@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5838

Open 7 Days a Week
2120 Highland Ave. • Eau Claire

CANCUN CANCUN 
MEXICAN GRILLMEXICAN GRILL

CANCUN CANCUN 
MEXICAN GRILLMEXICAN GRILL

Carpet • Vinyl •  Ceramic 
Wood Flooring • Area Rugs

839-8048
1804 Rudolph Road

Celebrating 24 years in Business

Mike & Cheryl Corneiller

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

 

(715) 830-7444 
www.ATSservicecenter.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN 
Want help to be a great parent?

We’ll mentor & teach you AND you’ll receive 
diapers, formula, clothing & much more.

2600 Stein Blvd. Eau Claire 
(715) 834-5254 • applepcc.orgPREGNANCY CARE CENTER

715-833-1111
www.toppers.com

  
Brackett Ave.  715-831-1060 
 Golf Rd.          715-514-4655

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION 
TAX 

SERVICE
1122 Birch St., Eau Claire     715-832-1534 

New Client Discount $10

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Altoona Family  
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day 
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount 

• All American Homestyle Cooking
2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy  
Altoona, WI 54720 (715) 830-5000

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL
350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390


