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June 13 through June 21�

Sat., Jun. 13� 4:00p� SM� † Paul C & Clara Bauer�

� � 6:00p � SR� Alvira Michaelson�

Sun., Jun. 14� 8:30a � SR� † James Whalen�

� � 11:00a� SM� † Bernice Bauer�

� � 1:00p� SM� Priest Inten&on�

Mon., Jun. 15� ��� No Mass ����

Tue., Jun. 16� 8:00a� SR� Mason Flaschberger�

Wed., Jun. 17 � 8:00a� SM� † Jonathan & Donna �

� � � �                  Sydorowicz�

Thu., Jun. 18� 8:00a� SR� † Henry Truog�

Fri., Jun. 19� 8:00a� SM� † JoAnn LeMere�

Sat., Jun. 20� 4:00p� SM� † Fr. Thomas Krupich�

� � 6:00p� SR� † Rick Bohl�

Sun., Jun. 21� 8:30a� SR� Fathers of Parish from PCCW�

� � 11:00a� SM� † Bernice Bauer�

� � 1:00p� SM� SM & SR Parishioners� �

�

S�������� �� R��������������

�

� Thursday� 7:00�9:00p� SR�

� Saturday � 10:00a�12:00p  � SM�

�

E������	��� E���	����� � A��������

�

� Tuesday � 7:00�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00�9:00p� SR�

�

B������� S��������� D��������

Please submit informa&on for the bulle&n to the parish office  by 

Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.�



Reflec�ons from Fr. Derek Sakowski�

Lessons from St. Sharbel�

�

I recently read some of the homilies of St. 

Sharbel (1828�1898). Here in the United 

States, Sharbel Makhlouf is not exactly a 

household name. But he is immensely 

popular among those who know him. I 

first learned about him 25 years ago from 

my crazy Lebanese friends. In many ways, 

Sharbel is in the Maronite Catholic Church 

what St. Anthony or St. Thérèse are in the 

Roman Catholic Church. You find their statues and shrines in 

churches everywhere � oCen with all the candles lit or with per-

sonal effects leC behind. Half the pilgrims are storming heaven 

for help in &me of need, and the other half are pouring out their 

thanksgiving for prayers answered. It seems that God chooses 

certain Saints to be heavenly miracle workers, close companions 

and friends to us here below, s&ll bearing fruit in our lives as we 

learn from them to trust and surrender more deeply.�

I remember visi&ng Mexico City in 2001, and no&cing shrines of 

Sharbel in several of the churches there. These were not Leba-

nese churches. Somehow this obscure Arab monk and hermit had 

found his way into the devo&onal life of everyday Mexicans. The 

abundance of ribbons plastering the wall around him bore tes&-

mony that these Mexican Catholics had discovered a new and 

well�trusted heavenly friend. In that word�of�mouth culture, 

word got around that this is a Saint who gets things done.�

Today I am not so much interested in Sharbel’s miracles worked 

from heaven as I am in the divine wisdom he imparted while on 

earth. His preaching is profound. I hope to share several insights 

in the weeks ahead.�

In one of his homilies, Sharbel offers the image of a ship seHng 

out on a great voyage across the sea. Man is born from the heart 

of God and des&ned to return to the heart of God. Any &me we 

allow ourselves to listen and tune in, we no&ce that movement � 

in our own heart and all around us. We hear that voice beckoning 

us to cross the ocean and come home.�

But the ocean is scary, and our ship is s&ll moored to the dock, 

held fast by many ropes. We un&e several of the ropes with ease, 

but there are oCen one or two that we simply don’t want to un-

&e. We resist. We insist that things will be more stable and se-

cure if we keep those ropes &ed fast.�

Sharbel reminds us of our deeper truth: “The ship is des&ned to 

cross the sea and not to remain in port. It is made to navigate far 

and wide. It is necessary to un&e all its ropes; if even one of them 

remains, it will prevent it from leaving the port.”�

Four centuries earlier, St. John of the Cross made the same ob-

serva&on. A bird that has its leg tethered cannot fly free. It 

maMers not whether it is a large chain or just a &ny thread� un&l 

it is severed the bird will not be free to fly.�

Why is it so hard for us to un&e all the ropes and put out into the 

deep? I have struggled so oCen with surrendering the last of my 

ropes to the Lord. I willingly reorder so many things in my life and 

make great sacrifices � but resist and resist leHng go of that last 

thing or two. It’s a false security, rooted in ungodly self�reliance 

and pride.�

Sharbel cuts through these lies with simple and effec&ve words: 

“All security is an illusion without the peace of Christ.”�

He encourages us to allow God’s Word, which is living and effec-

&ve, sharper than any two�edged sword, to set us free: “Let the 

Word of God release you from your bonds by breaking them one 

aCer the other, even if it causes you suffering. Do not stagnate in 

your inclina&ons and thoughts, even if they offer you rest and 

security … Do not fear to free yourself from the shore and to 

leave the port; give yourself up to God in order to free yourself 

from your chains.”�

How? How can we surrender in this way when it can feel so im-

possible? Sharbel urges us to deep and serious prayer.  “One who 

prays lives out the mystery of existence, and one who does not 

pray scarcely exists.”�

He is not so much talking about reci&ng prayers as allowing our-

selves to enter into deep silence, to be drawn into the movement 

back to the Father. He describes the experience: Listen humbly. 

Understand deeply. Witness modestly.�

When we listen aMen&vely, we realize that we are but a drop of 

water amidst the great current that leads back to God the Father. 

Apart from that volume of water, we are but a drop; within it, we 

find that we can keep moving back to him. We find that there is 

peace amidst the great movement � one that we do not in any 

way control. Sharbel gently but firmly admonishes us, “Do not 

agree to be outside this movement.”�

That movement is always there, in the depth of our heart. But we 

so oCen prefer to step outside of our own heart � seeking false 

rest and security in things that will never sa&sfy. Sharbel warns 

us, “Rest far from the heart is a decep&on.”�

In God alone be at rest, my soul. When I am tempted to let my-

self be &ed down to false ports, pretending to offer me safety, 

may the Lord give me the trust and for&tude that I need to un&e 

all the ropes and set sail on this great voyage back to the Father’s 

heart.�

Bap�sm: Parents should request the bap�sm of their in-

fants at least two months prior to the  an�cipated date of �

bap�sm.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 

website for more  informa�on, to download forms, and to 

see upcoming bap�smal class dates.�

�

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebra�on of 

the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 

�me of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 

the an�cipated date of marriage. �

�

Anoin�ng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 

been sick for a long period of �me should receive the �

Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 

of the parish  offices to make arrangements.�

Sacraments�



St. Mary and St. Raymond Parishes�

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults����������������������������������������$7,810.00�

First Offering����������������������������������$30.00�

Offertory (Plate)���������������������������$563.78�

Total Envelope & Plate������������$8,403.78�

�

Thank you!�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults����������������������������������������$3,420.00�

Youth Envelopes�������������������������������$5.95�

Plate�����������������������������������������������$90.00�

Buildings�����������������������������������������$38.00�

Total Envelope and Plate��������$3,553.95�

Capital Campaign����������������������$1,260.00�

Church Building Open�

St. Mary’s Church building will be open 

from 9:00a to 9:00p, Monday through 

Friday, for private prayer. Please only 9 

people in the Church at a &me and at 

least 6 feet apart.�

Eucharis&c Adora&on�

Eucharis&c Adora&on is Tuesday 5:00�

9:00p. Please follow social distancing.�

Confessions�

Drive�up Confessions are offered on Sat-

urdays from 10:00a�12:00p. Pull up to 

Father, remain in your car and turn off 

engine.�

Diocesan Annual Appeal�

We are $391 from mee&ng our goal! This 

goal needs to be met by the end of June. 

Please consider giving if you have not and 

help us finish this campaign!�

Prayer Chain�

Please submit any prayer request to Janet 

Fox at generalbook@charter.net.�

Parish News � St. Mary’s�

Church Building Open�

St. Raymond’s Church building will be 

open from 9:00a to 9:00p, Monday 

through Friday for private prayer. Please 

only 9 people in the Church at a &me and 

at least 6 feet apart.�

Eucharis&c Adora&on�

Eucharis&c Adora&on is Thursday 5:00�

9:00p. Please follow social distancing.�

Confessions�

Drive�up Confessions are offered on 

Thursdays from 7:00�9:00p. Pull up to 

Father, remain in your car and turn off 

engine.�

Diocesan Annual Appeal�

We are $3,000 from mee&ng our goal.  

Please help us finish strong! Thank you!�

Prayer Chain�

Please submit any prayer requests to 

Elaine Welin via  email:  ewel-

in327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 

715�286�5171. �

Parish News � St. Raymond’s�

�

S�((�)���* Y��) C-�).-�

THANK YOU! Thank you to everyone who 

has con�nued to support our parishes 

through your weekly offering! We have 

had a good response even though we have 

not been in Church together! If you have 

ques�ons about how you can get your 

offering to Church, please feel free to call 

Bonnie Firkus at 715�533�0629.�

S�. R������’� P����� S�����

Parish Secretary�

  Carla Kostka� � 715�877�3400�

 �  straymondparish@gmail.com�

Office Manager (SR & SM)�

  Bonnie Firkus                      715�533�0629�

 �  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com�

Family Faith Forma%on �

  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715�835�8840�

 �  macallaghan115@gmail.com�

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)�

  Sydney Alexander � 715�828�1687�

 �  sydneyalexander94@gmail.com�

Maintenance�

  Robert Grzyb                      715�492�9677�

 �  autobobs@outlook.com�

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)�

  Kaylee Peikert�    715�855�1294 , x 142�

 �  Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com�

Priest�in�Residence�

  Fr. John Schultz�                 715�271�0018�

 �  schultzjohna@gmail.com�

S�. M���’� P����� S�����

Parish Email �

 �  stmarypar@gmail.com  �

�

Evangeliza%on & Faith Forma%on �

  �

     �  JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com �

Faith Forma%on Coordinator�

Maria Ricciardi           715�855�1294, x 106�

     �  FaithForma&onSM@gmail.com �

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)�

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek    715�855�1294, x 140�

     �  frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com �

Maintenance�

  Charles Thurner        715�855�1294, x 141�

 �  Stmarymaintaltoona@gmail.com        �

St. Mary’s School              715�830�2278�

    �  Carisa Smiskey, Principal�

Pastoral Outreach (SR & SM)�

  Carla Kostka         �   715�225�7419�

 �  kostkacarla@gmail.com  �

New Paren/ng Webpage�

Paren&ng is not easy ... and there is no 

"one size fits all" approach. We want to 

help! Please check out our newly revised 

webpage with some great resources to 

help you and others in your role as par-

ents � diolc.org/marriage/paren&ng/. 

Offered by the Diocese of La Crosse.�

Formed.org�

As we once again are gathering on Satur-

day and Sunday at Mass, we are in need 

of volunteers to help with sani&zing the 

Church building before and aCer the  

Masses. This takes only about a half an 

hour and you will be directed by staff 

members as to how to do it safely. Please 

contact Tom Falbo for St. Raymond’s at 

715�878�4767, or Jacqueline Van Hemert 

for St. Mary’s at 715�855�1294 ext. 106 if 

you wish to help with this important job. 

Tom and Jacqueline can let you know 

when the cleaning &mes can happen. 

Thank you!�

Help Needed�

Witness for Christ Conference�

Save the Date: August 29! Amidst the 

ongoing concerns of spreading the COVID

�19 virus, the Witnesses for Christ Confer-

ence will be VIRTUAL! Fr. Timothy Gal-

lagher will present on “Overcoming Spir-

itual Discouragement.” Learn to find free-

dom from one of the greatest obstacles 

in life � the “cage” of everyday discour-

agement we all experience. This is such a 

&mely topic in light of the current state of 

affairs, so we are moving forward with a 

Virtual Conference. The presenta&ons 

will be live�streamed by ZOOM webinar. 

Par&cipants may engage as individuals or 

groups. Further details to follow. �

This week�end is the Solemnity of the 

Body and Blood of Christ.�  This week on 

Formed.org is the study Presence: The 

Story of the Eucharist, Jesus' teachings 

and ac&ons throughout His ministry. 

Learn more about how to appreciate His 

con&nued Presence in the Eucharist.�



Informa�on for Safely Returning to Mass�

Public Mass AND Social Distancing�

As we return to Mass, each of us has a serious moral duty to do our part to prevent COVID�19 from spreading, 

while also respec/ng emo/onal and spiritual needs. Unfortunately, this virus is not going away just yet. Any of 

us could be carrying the disease without knowing it. As we gather for Mass, we will be taking appropriate pre-

cau/ons:�

(1) No Obliga/on.�All of us are dispensed from our obliga2on to a3end Sunday Mass � probably for several 

weeks. No one is obliged to come, and for those who come, no one is obliged to receive Communion. If you are 

at risk, please be safe!�

(2) Sani/zing the Church.�The Church will be locked un2l our trained volunteers finish sani2zing. The doors will 

open approximately one hour before Mass. Any line outside will be kept with social distancing.�

(3) Wearing Masks and Washing Hands.�Our own volunteers will be wearing masks and washing hands � for your 

protec2on and for the protec2on of all the people with whom you will come in contact with.� We also encourage 

you to follow the recommenda2on of the Catholic Medical Associa2on and the Center for Disease Control by 

wearing a mask. But that is up to you. Whatever your own personal feelings about masks, please do not let 

something so simple as a piece of cloth cause you to cast judgment on a brother or sister in Christ.�

(4) Socially Distanced Sea/ng. Our team of trained ushers will seat everyone. We will limit ourselves to 25% 

capacity, and will keep each individual/household at least 6 feet apart from the next one. We expect that 50�70 

people will fit safely in the church. If more than this amount choose to come, we plan to direct the overflow to 

the parish hall, where people will be seated a safe distance apart, and where they can par2cipate via live stream 

and be brought Holy Communion during Mass.�

(5) Limited Ministries.�For now, we will not be scheduling servers or readers or extraordinary ministers of Holy 

Communion. The priests and deacon will play those roles, so as to limit breathing and touching in the sanctuary 

to our one household.�

(6) Communion Precau/ons.�Only the priest or deacon will distribute Holy Communion. He will wear a mask dur-

ing that 2me, for your protec2on. The communion line will keep each household 6 feet apart as they wait. Hand 

sani2zer will be on hand both for communicants and for the minister.�

(7) Holding Off on Congrega/onal Singing. Unfortunately, research is showing that singing propels our germs 

much like coughing or sneezing does. We will use instrumental music or one�person singing for now. One step at 

a 2me.�

(8) Sta/onary Offertory Basket.�We will not be passing any baskets. You can drop off your offering on the way 

into Church or on the way out.�

(9) Dismissal AFer Mass.� �When Mass is ended, our team of ushers will dismiss the people row by row. There 

will not be the opportunity to stay aHer Mass or to congregate or visit. Everyone will have to exit so that we can 

lock the Church and allow our cleaning crew to sani2ze everything.�

�

On Saturday, June 27 at the St. Joseph the Workman Cathedral �

in La Crosse, Levi Schmi2 will be ordained a Catholic priest for �

the Diocese of La Crosse at 10:00 AM. �

The ordina&on liturgy may be viewed LIVE at hMps://diolc.org/live. The next day 

on Sunday, June 28 the newly ordained will celebrate his first Mass of Thanksgiv-

ing at 10:00 AM, which can also be viewed LIVE at the following link: face-

book.com/103175934764668. Fr. Levi will be available for first blessings in the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic Church of Elmwood parking lot (114 Wilson Ave, 

Elmwood, WI 54740) from 2:30�5:00pm, while Eucharis&c Adora&on is held in 

the Church. Please consider coming by to congratulate the newly ordained, �

receive a blessing and spend some &me in prayer with Jesus!�



Through Jesus’ Words in Scripture�

One of the most concrete ways that God 

will guide us is through the Scriptures. It 

is amazing to know that God speaks di-

rectly to us through this incredible giC of 

His revealed Word in the Bible. �

We want to enter the &me of prayer by 

focusing on God’s words in a Scriptural 

passage. We desire to open our hearts 

and follow His direc&on as we come to 

understand His guidance. God will guide 

us. He cares about every minute detail in 

our lives. We want to bring to Him what 

may seem like trivial maMers, but to Him 

and to us are important, such as, “What 

shirt should I wear for this occasion?” 

And an obviously more important one, 

“Do I need to apologize to this person?” 

It is comfor&ng to know that the Lord will 

guide usin all aspects of our life. �

To prayerfully read the Bible, we need to 

ask the Holy Spirit for help in understand-

ing what is being read and how it applies 

to our life. Some&mes as we are reading, 

the Lord will "quicken" or "highlight" a 

verse or passage in our heart � it will 

speak to us personally and help us to 

know our next step in His way for us. 

When we receive these very personal 

words from God, we will be energized, 

encouraged and strengthened by them. �

One example of God highligh&ng a verse 

from Scripture is illustrated in what a 

friend related to me. She was experienc-

ing discouragement, and was needing to 

know that Jesus knew her and cared 

about her personal situa&on. She was 

reading the Scripture, which included the 

phrase “oh you of liMle faith” (Mt 14:22�

33). Why did this simple phrase encour-

age her and move her so deeply? She 

comes from a small town called Faith, 

South Dakota. For her, through that per-

sonal word, God was telling her that He 

knows everything about her and He cares 

deeply for her. �

When we pray with a Scripture passage, 

we offer the Holy Spirit the opportunity 

in our heart to make a connec&on be-

tween the passage and a personal situa-

&on in our own life. This could be encour-

agement as was given to my friend, a 

challenge, or specific guidance that we 

might be seeking. Importantly, when 

reading the Scripture, we are con&nually 

receiving overall direc&on for life. �

How do I make God’s Word a part of my 

daily prayer? The best way to begin read-

ing the Bible is by star&ng with 5 minutes 

a day. A good place to begin is the Gospel 

of Luke, prayerfully reading one short 

passage of Chapter One, so that it can be 

read over a second &me in the same 

siHng. The next passage of Chapter One 

may be prayerfully read and pondered 

the following day and so on, un&l reading 

that book straight through. It is also ben-

eficial to follow a set schedule, reading 

Scripture at the same &me each day so it 

will not become just a “hit or miss” com-

mitment. �

God’s Word is always alive and new for 

us and it has the power to be “spot on” 

to what is happening in our life at that 

moment. Receiving guidance in answer 

to a specific request will not happen eve-

ry &me. Our faithfulness is what is im-

portant and when we need to hear from 

God, He knows how to get through to us.�

 We don’t want to seek God’s guidance 

through the Bible just during &mes of 

crisis. God is always speaking to us 

through His Word of Truth, to each per-

son individually. Therefore, we need to 

read God’s Word on a daily basis, first 

and foremost, to get to know Jesus. Even 

more importantly than discovering His 

guidance, we want to know the Guide.�

 Life becomes exci&ng and peaceful when 

we know that the God of the universe 

cares and that He will guide us through 

His Word in Scripture. To read two, real�

life stories go to diolc.org/insert. �

�

By Ann and Carol Lankford �

How God Guides Us�

DIOCESE of LA CROSSE�
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Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

Contact Gary Stang to place an ad today! 
gstang@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5838

Open 7 Days a Week
2120 Highland Ave. • Eau Claire

CANCUN CANCUN 
MEXICAN GRILLMEXICAN GRILL

CANCUN CANCUN 
MEXICAN GRILLMEXICAN GRILL

Carpet • Vinyl •  Ceramic 
Wood Flooring • Area Rugs

839-8048
1804 Rudolph Road

Celebrating 24 years in Business

Mike & Cheryl Corneiller

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

 

(715) 830-7444 
www.ATSservicecenter.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN 
Want help to be a great parent?

We’ll mentor & teach you AND you’ll receive 
diapers, formula, clothing & much more.

2600 Stein Blvd. Eau Claire 
(715) 834-5254 • applepcc.orgPREGNANCY CARE CENTER

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION 
TAX 

SERVICE
1122 Birch St., Eau Claire     715-832-1534 

New Client Discount $10

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Altoona Family  
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day 
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount 

• All American Homestyle Cooking
2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy  
Altoona, WI 54720 (715) 830-5000

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL
350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing 
24/7 Towing

Andraya Albrecht, Broker    
chasepropertyllc@gmail.com 

715-456-0320

Patrick Kroll Carpets  
CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS 

Installation & Sales
715-832-4223

GKGK LAWN CARE 
• 715-828-3779 •

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783
www.muldoons.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!
Eau Claire & Altoona

Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802

www.hillcrestestates.net


