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August 8 through August 16�

Sat., Aug. 8� 4:00p� SM� † SM & SR Parishioners�

� 6:00p � SR� † Nancy Flynn�

Sun., Aug. 9� 8:30a � SR� † Kathleen Lindgren�

� 11:00a� SM� † Francis Maenner�

� 1:00p� SM� † Fr. Robert Mon(�

Mon., Aug. 10� ��� No Mass ����

Tue., Aug. 11� 8:00a� SR� † Greg Kelly�

Wed., Aug. 12� 8:00a� SM� † MacDonald Family Members�

Thu., Aug. 13� 8:00a� SR� † George Dekan�

Fri., Aug. 14� 9:00a� SM� † Be0y & Paul Welke�

� 7:00pm� SR� Mary Gallick�

�   [Vigil Mass for Assump(on Holy Day]�

�

Sat., Aug. 15� 9:00a� SM� SM & SR Parishioners�

�   [Assump(on Holy Day Mass]�

�

� 4:00p� SM� † Campbell Family Members�

� 6:00p� SR� SM & SR Parishioners�

Sun., Aug. 16� 8:30a� SR� † Sue Weiss�

� 11:00a� SM� † Samuel David Introwitz�

� 1:00p� SM� Priest’s Inten(on� �

�

S�������� �� R��������������

�

� Thursday� 7:00�9:00p� SR (Parking Lot Drive�Up)�

� Saturday � 10:00a�12:00p  � SM (Parking Lot Drive�Up)�

�

E������	��� E���	����� � A��������

�

� Tuesday � 5:00�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00�9:00p� SR�

�



Reflec�ons from Fr. Derek Sakowski�

Ice to be Melted�

�

Concluding insights from the sermons of 

Saint Sharbel (1828�1898).�

�

Love is the ul(mate purpose of our human 

existence. Our truest and deepest desires, 

planted by God, find their fulfillment as we 

become like Jesus and make a free and 

total giF of ourselves in a way that brings 

new life to many.�

�

Consider the imagery offered by St. Sharbel:�

�

“Every human being … is like a piece of ice that someone tries to 

keep far from the fire so that it does not melt. What good is this 

piece of ice if it wants to preserve its form and its existence at all 

costs? If the ice does not melt, it will not be able to soak into the 

earth to water the land and to quench the thirst of human be-

ings.”�

�

I love this image so much, because I feel like parts of my heart 

are s(ll thawing out aFer a deep freeze. Some(mes I fight and 

resist, but when I yield, the warmth of the Holy Spirit does amaz-

ing things. I begin to see how this divine thawing brings new life 

to others. The places in my heart that feel the most lost or bro-

ken are precisely the ones that God blesses and works through to 

bring his love to others. Whenever that happens, my soul is filled 

with gra(tude and praise for God’s amazing plans, and I realize 

that it’s all been worth it.�

�

Then, of course, some new difficulty arises, and I start the cycle 

of resistance and figh(ng all over again � at least it feels that way 

some(mes! Lately, the Lord has been giving me repeated invita-

(ons to draw near to the warmth of the Holy Spirit and stop fear-

ing the fire of his love. I am meant to be melted so that I can be 

poured out and given.�

�

Every year at Pentecost, we Chris(ans pray for docility and sur-

render as we call upon the Holy Spirit in the Sequence:�

�

Heal our wounds, our strength renew;�

On our dryness pour your dew;�

Wash the stains of guilt away:�

Bend the stubborn heart and will;�

Melt the frozen, warm the chill;�

Guide the steps that go astray.�

�

Truly, our hearts are wounded and need the anoin(ng of the 

Holy Spirit. We are dry soil that aches for the moisture he brings. 

We are soiled and in need his cleansing. We are rigid and inflexi-

ble, and oFen prefer to stay frozen � yet deep down we long to 

be melted by him. We fight the no(on of being told what steps to 

take, yet find that our own willfulness only enslaves us.�

�

The great paradox of Chris(an discipleship is that we only find 

freedom in the Cross of Jesus. His dying and rising are at the cen-

ter of every liturgical year and of every week of our lives. As Shar-

bel puts it, “The whole universe moves around the mystery of the 

Cross … He who does not live the mystery of the Cross cannot 

understand the mystery of the universe.”�

�

We center our liturgical year around the Paschal Mystery of Jesus 

in Holy Week and Easter. We center every week around Sunday. 

But do we center our hearts around this core truth? I know for 

myself that I some(mes do and some(mes don’t.�

�

Without the Cross, “love” ceases to be love. There are many 

counterfeits. Sharbel offers a tribute to love that reminds me 

very much of Paul’s famous words in 1 Corinthians. It is worth 

quo(ng at length:�

�

Love is not an a+achment, because it is freedom, whereas an 

a+achment enslaves. God is freedom.�

�

Love must not be taken solely as a human affec.on; it is a di-

vine force of crea.on, a force of heavenly resurrec.on…�

�

God is neither a feeling nor a habit nor an a+achment nor an 

idea. He is Reality and Life, and a Creator who gives life.�

�

Love is gratuitous, and to be given it demands nothing in return 

… The love that comes from a human being returns to him. 

When the love springs from the human being himself, he loves 

himself, regardless of how strong the love is. However, if a hu-

man being draws his love from God, he is naturally oriented 

towards others …The human being whose love emanates from 

himself loves himself through others, while thinking that he 

loves others.�

�

Never confuse love and desire, love and affec.on, love and hab-

it, love and a+achment.�

�

There is so much to ponder here, but two points leap off the 

page at me: the freedom involved and the divine origins of Love.�

�

Love is freely received and freely given. No one takes my life 

from me; I lay it down freely. Un(l we learn to be truly recep(ve, 

like Jesus and Mary, we will probably struggle with making a free 

giF of ourselves. But as we receive the warmth of the Holy Spirit, 

we find a growing willingness to Love as God Loves.�

Bap�sm: Parents should request the bap�sm of their in-

fants at least two months prior to the  an�cipated date of �

bap�sm.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 

website for more  informa�on, to download forms, and to 

see upcoming bap�smal class dates.�

�

Marriage: Our marriage program typically takes 8�12 

months to complete (6 months minimum). Couples seeking 

the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor as ear-

ly as possible. A wedding date cannot be set un�l the con-

clusion of the first mee�ng with one of our priests.�

�

Anoin�ng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 

been sick for a long period of �me should receive the �

Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 

Sacraments�



Saint Mary and Saint Raymond of Peñafort Parishes�

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults�����������������������������������������������$0.00�

Teens/Children��������������������������������$0.00�

Offertory (Plate)������������������������������$0.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������������$0.00�

�

Capital Campaign ����������������������������$0.00�

Scrip�������������������������������������������������$0.00�

Thank you!�

St. Mary Parish News�

Assump*on Holy Day Mass�

�

We are all s(ll dispensed from our obliga-

(on to a0end Mass during this pandemic. 

However, Saint Mary Parish will have a 

Holy Day Mass in honor of the Assump-

(on of the Blessed Virgin Mary�

Saturday, August 15 at 9am. Open to the 

public.�

�

Volunteers Needed�

We need volunteers for every Mass. We 

cannot open our doors for any given 

Mass unless we have volunteers trained 

and scheduled to assist with sani(zing 

the church and with ushering.  With your 

help, we also hope to resume public daily 

Masses and First Saturday Masses soon!! 

Willing to help? Please contact Jacqueline 

Van Hemert at 715�855�1294, x 106.�

S�. M���’� P����� S�����

�  stmarypar@gmail.com  �

Evangeliza�on & Faith Forma�on �

  �

    �  JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com �

Business & Finance�

�  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  �

P��� T��� C����� ����!�

Communica�on Coordinator�

  Ellen Hernandez�

 �  ellenguadalupehdez@gmail.com �

Sacred Music (SM & SR)�

  Sydney Alexander              715�828�1687�

 �  sydneyalexander94@gmail.com�

Marriage Prepara�on (SM & SR)�

   Kaylee Peikert         715�855�1294, x 142�

 �  Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com�

Pastoral Outreach (SM & SR)�

  Carla Kostka         �   715�225�7419�

 �  kostkacarla@gmail.com  �

Family Faith Forma�on (SM)�

  Maria Ricciardi   715�855�1294, x 106�

     �  FaithForma(onSM@gmail.com �

Maintenance (SM)�

   Charles Thurner       715�855�1294, x 141�

 �  Stmarymaintaltoona@gmail.com        �

St. Raymond Parish News�

Assump*on Holy Day Mass�

�

We are all s(ll dispensed from our obliga-

(on to a0end Mass during this pandemic. 

However, Saint Raymond of Peñafort 

Parish will have a Vigil Mass in honor of 

the Assump(on of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary�Friday, August 15 at 7pm. Open to 

the public.�

�

Volunteers Needed�

We hope soon to resume public daily 

Masses and to con(nue our weekend 

Masses.  We need volunteers for both.  

Willing to help? Want to learn more? 

Please contact Tom Falbo:�

tnfalbo@charter.net�

�

S�. R������’� P����� S�����

�

Parish Secretary (SR)�

  Carla Kostka                       715�877�3400�

 �  straymondparish@gmail.com�

Family Faith Forma�on (SR)�

 �  macallaghan115@gmail.com�

Business & Finance (SR & SM)�

�  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  �

Maintenance (SR)�

  Robert Grzyb                      715�492�9677�

 �  autobobs@outlook.com�

Communica�on Coordinator�

  Ellen Hernandez        �

  �  ellenguadalupehdez@gmail.com �

Sacred Music (SR & SM)�

  Sydney Alexander              715�828�1687�

 �  sydneyalexander94@gmail.com�

Marriage Prepara�on (SR & SM)�

  Kaylee Peikert         715�855�1294, x 142�

 �  Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com�

Pastoral Outreach (SR & SM)�

  Carla Kostka         �   715�225�7419�

 �  kostkacarla@gmail.com  �

�

�

Senior Priest In Residence (SR)�

  Fr. John Schultz                  715�271�0018�

 �  schultzjohna@gmail.com�

New! Faith�Based 4�5 Year Old Preschool 

Program at St. Mary's Elementary School.�

Due to a recent change in the School Dis-

trict of Altoona's 4K program, St. Mary's 

Elementary School now has the oppor-

tunity� to offer its own faith�based 4�5 

year old preschool program!�

This brand�new preschool class will run 

on Mondays�Thursdays from 8:30 to 

11:30 a.m. Tui(on is $135/month.�

Your child will engage in play�based 

learning to prepare them for kindergar-

ten in a faith�filled environment.��

To learn more about this new preschool 

program at St. Mary's Elementary School 

in Altoona, or to schedule a private tour, 

please call (715) 830�2278.�

Learn more at�

h0ps://www.regiscatholicschools.com/

schools/4k�preschool/���

St. Mary’s Elementary School�

Catholic Schools will be Open!�

Our Catholic schools serve grades K�12. 

We plan to be open for in�person classes 

5 days a week during the 2020�21 school 

year, while coopera(ng with the health 

department to ensure the safety and 

health of everyone. Ample Financial aid is 

also available for families in need.�

Learn more today:�

www.regiscatholicschools.com�

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

�

Not available at (me of prin(ng.�

�

Thank you for your ongoing generosity!�

�

S.//���� 0 Y�.� C2.�32�

THANK YOU! Thank you to everyone who 

has con�nued to support our parishes 

through your weekly offering! We have 

had a good response even though we have 

not been in Church together! If you have 

ques�ons about how you can get your 

offering to Church, please feel free to call 

Bonnie Firkus at 715�533�0629.�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week�

�

Not available at (me of prin(ng.�

�

Thank you for your ongoing generosity!�



Informa�on about Returning Safely to Public Masses�

Public Mass AND Social Distancing�

�

As we return to Mass, each of us has a serious moral duty to do our part to prevent COVID�19 from spreading, while also respec(ng 

emo(onal and spiritual needs and the centrality of the Eucharist in our lives. Unfortunately, this virus is not going away just yet. Any of 

us could be carrying the disease without knowing it. As we gather for Mass, we will be taking appropriate precau(ons:�

�

(1) No Obliga*on.�All of us are dispensed from our obliga(on to a0end Sunday Mass � probably for several weeks. No one is obliged to 

come, and for those who come, no one is obliged to receive Communion. If you are at risk, please be safe!�

�

(2) Wearing Masks and Washing Hands.�The Governor of Wisconsin has declared a State of Emergency, effec(ve August 1, including a 

requirement for everyone over 5 years old to wear masks in public buildings. The fine for not wearing a mask is $200. Bishop Callahan 

encourages us to comply with the Governor’s decree. Please bring your own face covering if you have one. We will also provide them 

while supplies last.�

�

(3) Socially Distanced Sea*ng. Our team of trained ushers will seat everyone. We will limit ourselves to 25% capacity, and will keep 

each individual/household at least 6 feet apart from the next one. We expect that 50�70 people will fit safely in the church. If more 

than this amount choose to come, we plan to direct the overflow to the parish hall, where people will be seated a safe distance apart, 

and where they can par(cipate via live stream and be brought Holy Communion during Mass.�

�

(4) Limited Ministries.�We are limi(ng the number of people in the sanctuary. Over (me, we will start scheduling in servers, lectors, 

Extraordinary Ministers, etc.�

�

(5) Communion Precau*ons.�The priest distribu(ng communion will wear a mask during that (me, for your protec(on. The commun-

ion line will keep each household 6 feet apart as they wait. Hand sani(zer will be on hand both for communicants and for the minister. 

Please wait un(l you are dismissed into the communion line. Take your (me and be reverent.�

�

(6) Holding Off on Congrega*onal Singing. Unfortunately, research is showing that singing propels our germs much like coughing or 

sneezing does. We will use instrumental music or one�person singing for now. One step at a (me.�

�

(7) Sta*onary Offertory Basket.�We will not be passing any baskets. You can drop off your offering on the way into Church or on the 

way out�

�

(8) Dismissal A:er Mass.��When Mass is ended, our team of ushers will dismiss the people row by row. There will not be the opportuni-

ty to stay aFer Mass or to congregate or visit. Everyone will have to exit so that we can lock the Church and allow our cleaning crew to 

sani(ze everything.�

�

(9) Sani*zing. A crew of volunteers will sani(ze aFer Mass. It doesn’t take long, but is an important safety step. We need regularly 

schedules volunteers to do this. Please consider signing up!�

Have you heard of FORMED? It’s an amazing online collec(on of talks, videos, movies, Bible studies, books, and much more. Whether 

you are right at the beginning of your Faith journey or a lifelong learner, you’re sure to find something of interest to you. Any of our 

parish members can use it absolutely free of charge�thanks to the annual generosity of our Knights of Columbus councils.�

Ge[ng signed into FORMED is super easy from any device that has access to the internet:�

1)� Go to www.formed.org�

2)� Click “Sign Up” and then “I belong to a Parish or Organiza(on”�

3)� Type in our parish code:  JR6NZW   (or just find St. Mary’s Altoona).�

4)� Create your own login that you can now use any(me�

5)� Start watching great Catholic content!�

Once again this program is absolutely free to you the parishioner, thanks to sponsorship from our Knights.�

If you need help se[ng up a free FORMED account, please call or stop in your parish office and we’d be glad to help you out!�

Hundreds of Online Faith Resources for Free at FORMED.org�



Welcome to our Communica�on Coordinator!�

Hello, my name is�Ellen�Hernandez! I grew up in the southwest cor-

ner of Wisconsin in the small town of Shullsburg. I graduated from 

the University of Wisconsin�Pla(eville with a degree in Biology with 

a minor in Business Administra+on. Some things I enjoy doing are 

ge-ng to meet people, reading a good book, and encountering Je-

sus in the small things! I am looking forward to ge-ng involved in 

the parishes, and working as the Communica+on Coordinator for St. 

Mary’s and St. Raymond’s.�

�

From Fr. Sakowski: Last week I introduced Jon Jones, our new full�)me Director of Pastoral Ministry. 

This week I get to introduce Ellen Hernandez, who will be working part�)me as our Communica)on Co-

ordinator. Communica)on has become incredibly challenging today because so many different people 

get their informa)on in different ways: newspapers, bulle)ns, emails, websites, social media, phone 

calls, text messaging, in person communica)ng, visual displays, handouts, flyers, etc.  Unfortunately the 

same message does NOT always get out across all these channels!�

If I have learned anything during my first 8 years as pastor of these two parishes it is that  we really 

need to improve our communica)on. And by “we” I also mean “I.” Very o@en we have amazing things 

going on, and people only find out about them much later. They ask, “Why didn’t you tell us about 

that?”�

Having one person who serves as the clearing house for all forms of communica)on will help greatly to 

make sure that any really important messages get out more consistently and more effec)vely, u)lizing 

all the means at our disposal.�

I am so excited to be training Ellen in the weeks ahead so that she can take on this new role. Not only is 

she bilingual, but she also brings a beau)ful conversion experience in which she rediscovered the rich-

ness of her Catholic Faith. I love the way that she lights up when she talks about Jesus or talks about 

prayer. She is deeply commiDed to her own ongoing conversion and will be a wonderful part of our 

team.  Welcome Ellen!�
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Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

Contact Gary Stang to place an ad today! 
gstang@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5838

Open 7 Days a Week
2120 Highland Ave. • Eau Claire

CANCUN CANCUN 
MEXICAN GRILLMEXICAN GRILL

CANCUN CANCUN 
MEXICAN GRILLMEXICAN GRILL

Carpet • Vinyl •  Ceramic 
Wood Flooring • Area Rugs

839-8048
1804 Rudolph Road

Celebrating 24 years in Business

Mike & Cheryl Corneiller

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

 

(715) 830-7444 
www.ATSservicecenter.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

EARN WHILE YOU 
LEARN 

Want help to be a great parent?
We’ll mentor & teach you AND you’ll receive 

diapers, formula, clothing & much more.
2600 Stein Blvd. Eau Claire 

(715) 834-5254 • applepcc.orgPREGNANCY CARE CENTER

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION 
TAX 

SERVICE
1122 Birch St., Eau Claire     715-832-1534 

New Client Discount $10

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Altoona Family  
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day 
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount 

• All American Homestyle Cooking
2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy  
Altoona, WI 54720 (715) 830-5000

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL
350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing 
24/7 Towing

Andraya Albrecht, Broker    
chasepropertyllc@gmail.com 

715-456-0320

Patrick Kroll Carpets  
CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS 

Installation & Sales
715-832-4223

GKGK LAWN CARE 
• 715-828-3779 •

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783
www.muldoons.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!
Eau Claire & Altoona

Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802

www.hillcrestestates.net

Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona

715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

70% of people misusing prescription painkillers
get them from friends or relatives.  

Take as 
prescribed 

Lock 
up 

Don’t 
share

Dispose 
safely 

Find a disposal location
GetInvolvedASAP.org


