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October 17 through October 25  �

Sat., Oct. 17� 4:00p� SM� †Valeria Bohl�

� 6:00p � SR� †Bruce Womack�

Sun., Oct. 18� 8:30a � SR� †Richard & Barbara Puglisi�

� 11:00a� SM� †Mietek & Dominika Potemski 

� 1:00p� SM� Parishioners of SM & SR �

�

Mon., Oct. 19� ��� No Mass ����

Tue., Oct. 20� 8:00a� SR� Nursing Home Residents�

Wed., Oct. 21� 8:00a� SM� †Joanne C Poppe�

Thu., Oct. 22� 8:00a� SR� †Mary Geisert�

Fri., Oct. 23� 9:00a� SM� †Marilyn Hayden�

Sat., Oct. 24� 4:00p� SM� †Darlene Wolf �

� 6:00p� SR� †Pat Peterson �

Sun., Oct. 25� 8:30a� SR� Parishioners of SM &SR�

� 11:00a� SM� †Virginia Weller �

� 1:00p� SM� �Priest Inten6on �

�

S�������� �� R��������������

�

� Thursday� 7:00�9:00p� SR (Parking Lot Drive�Up)�

� Saturday � 10:00a�Noon � SM (Parking Lot Drive�Up)�

�

E������	��� E���	����� � A��������

�

� Tuesday � 5:00�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00�9:00p� SR�

�



Reflec�ons from Jon Jones�

apostolate�religious or 

evangelis�c ac�vity or works; from 

La�n apostulus → Greek apostello, 

“I send”�

laity�ordinary people, as dis�nct 

from professionals or experts�

�

Last month I explored a few 

examples from the Bible showing 

how the laity par�cipated in the 

ministry of the early Church.�  We 

saw that they were a large reason for the success of the 

gospel spreading throughout the world behind and beyond 

the work of St. Paul.�  He himself readily acknowledged his 

gra�tude and debt to those whom we know by name only 

for their support.� All of this was to begin connec�ng some 

dots in an effort to answer the ques�on “What is pastoral 

ministry?”�

�

This month I would like to address the ques�on from a 

different angle.�  Instead of looking to the Scriptures for 

clues to an answer, I would like to turn to the Magisterium. 

Taking its queue from passages such as these, the Second 

Va�can Council issued a decree to remind us, the Church’s 

lay faithful, that we have a “special and indispensable role 

in the mission of the Church”.�  The ministry of ordinary 

people like you and me is “indispensable” for the 

Church.�  What a challenge!�  What a calling!�  In my 

es�ma�on, the Decree on the Apostolate of Lay People is 

one of the most encouraging and mo�va�ng statements 

we can read.� That might sound odd to say about an official 

document of the Magisterium, but let me try to convince 

you otherwise.���

�

In this document the council fathers lay out a vision for our 

par�cipa�on in the Church that is so comprehensive and all

�encompassing that there is nowhere to hide.�In their eyes 

every aspect of Church life and every aspect of your life 

contribute to the renewal of God’s crea�on.���

�

Chapter 1 links your spirituality with your frui6ulness for 

the Church.�  We must be disciples of Jesus first, then we 

can go and make disciples.� Chapter 2 lays out our 

objec�ves in very prac�cal, concrete terms.� In short, we 

are called to work for the renewal of the temporal order, 

not abandon it, through works of charity and social 

aid.�  Chapter 3 explores how this happens par�cularly in 

our local church communi�es and our families, among our 

young people, and more broadly at the na�onal and 

interna�onal levels.� There truly is no end to the sizes, 

shapes, and loca�ons that our apostolates can take 

because we are each called to our own individualized 

task.� But, there is a rhyme and reason as to how we relate 

to one another, and these rela�onships are outlined in 

chapter 5.�  What we desperately need today are men and 

women, young and old, married and single who 

courageously embody the love of God for their neighbor 

but who first have a living rela�onship with Christ and 

abide in his love.� The training and educa�on necessary for 

mobilizing such a vision concludes the document in chapter 

6.� Thus the council fathers envisioned your role in the 

mission of the church.�  I told you there was nowhere to 

hide.�

�

No ma@er your age, sta�on, or status in life you play an 

“indispensable” role in the Church fulfilling her mission as 

the Body of Christ for this dying world.�  Everything about 

our life contributes to the Church’s mission because 

everything about our life is spiritual, infused with eternal 

significance.�  Every moment has the poten�al for God’s 

love to break through.�  Would you like to be the love of 

God for someone this week?�  I would.�  Our lives are 

pregnant with God’s love.� And, just like our Blessed 

Mother, we are only able to carry this love with us when 

we answer ‘Yes’ to his call.���

�

Over the last 100 years the number of Catholics in the 

world has quadrupled. While the number of those ordained 

has also risen, it has not kept up nearly enough to meet the 

demands.�  We all know about the current priest shortage, 

but it is not because Catholicism is in decline.�  Quite the 

contrary!�  Especially in the US, the Catholic faith has been 

more successful than anyone could have dreamed a 

century ago.�  Now more than ever we must have a laity 

that is fully rooted in discipleship and abiding in God’s love 

to relieve pressure from priests over�extended because of 

this frui6ulness.�  The Council discerned an opportunity for 

“an apostolate infinitely broader and more intense”, one 

that is “urgent and many�sided” and that must be willing to 

go out into “a field that is in great part open to the laity 

alone” (sec. 1).� They understood the complex problems we 

must contend with on a daily basis, so well in fact that you 

might get goosebumps if you to read it for yourself.���

�

What does all this have to do with “pastoral ministry”?� It 

tells me there are some ministries that only we can do, and 

we must do them for the sake of our Church and our 

world.� By virtue of your bap�sm you have an apostolate, a 

work laid out for you and only you.� I am here to help you 

find it, and that is pastoral ministry.�



Saint Mary and Saint Raymond of Peñafort Parishes�

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults�����������������������������������������������$0.00�

Teens/Children��������������������������������$0.00�

Offertory (Plate)������������������������������$0.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������������$0.00�

�

Capital Campaign ����������������������������$0.00�

Scrip�������������������������������������������������$0.00�

Thank you!�

St. Mary Parish News�

Volunteers S�ll Needed!!�

We need volunteers for every Mass. To en-

sure safety we need a small team to sani�ze, 

and for larger crowds we need ushers to help 

everyone keep socially distanced. We s�ll 

really could use more weekend volunteers to 

ensure we never have to cancel a Mass due to 

no one being available. �

If interested in volunteering contact Tara Ko-

vacevich at tarakovacevich@gmail.com�

Prayer Chain�

Please submit any prayer requests to Janet 

Fox at generalbook@charter.net�

Eau Claire Catholic Women’s Club �

Mee�ng October 19th at 5p for dinner and 

speaker Tina Morning on “Why Female 

Friendships are Important.” There is an $18 

fee for the evening mee�ng at the Eagles 

Club. Send payment to Judy St. Arnault by 

October 12th. 3718 Gables Ct. Eau Claire, WI 

54701. For Addi�onal info contact Renee Lim-

ing at (715)832�4085 �

S�. M���’� P����� S�����

�  smsrpastoralmin@gmail.com  �

Evangeliza�on & Faith Forma�on �

  �

    �  JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com �

Business & Finance�

�  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  �

P��� T��� C����� ����!�

Communica�on Coordinator�

  Ellen Hernandez     715�855�1294�

 �  smcommcoord@gmail.com �

Sacred Music (SM & SR)�

  Sydney Alexander              715�828�1687�

 �  sydneyalexander94@gmail.com�

Marriage Prepara�on (SM & SR)�

   Kaylee Peikert         715�855�1294, x 142�

 �  Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com�

Pastoral Outreach (SM & SR)�

  Carla Kostka         �   715�225�7419�

 �  kostkacarla@gmail.com  �

Family Faith Forma�on (SM)�

  Maria Ricciardi   715�855�1294, x 106�

     �  FaithForma6onSM@gmail.com �

Maintenance (SM)�

   Charles Thurner       715�855�1294, x 141�

 �  Stmarymaintaltoona@gmail.com        �

St. Raymond Parish News�

Knights of Columbus  �

�Tootsie Roll Sale happening aGer Mass 

on October 17 & 18�

�

Prayer Chain�

Prayer requests? Please contact Elaine Welin 

via email: ewelin327@gmail.com  or call Diane 

Walker at 715�579�4126.�

�

Rosary with the Bishop �

October is Respect for Life Month and 

beginning October 4th with Bishop 

Callahan, we are invited to pray a live 

streamed Pro�Life Rosary from 7:30�

8:00pm. This will con6nue every Sunday 

in October with a rota6on of all five 

Bishops in Wisconsin. Join us on the 

website below to pray! �

www.diolc.org/live�

�

S�. R������’� P����� S�����

�

Parish Secretary (SR)�

  Carla Kostka                       715�877�3400�

 �  straymondparish@gmail.com�

Family Faith Forma�on (SR)�

 �  macallaghan115@gmail.com�

Business & Finance (SR & SM)�

�  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  �

Maintenance (SR)�

  Robert Grzyb                      715�492�9677�

 �  autobobs@outlook.com�

Communica�on Coordinator�

  Ellen Hernandez        �

  �  smcommcoord@gmail.com �

Sacred Music (SR & SM)�

  Sydney Alexander              715�828�1687�

 �  sydneyalexander94@gmail.com�

Marriage Prepara�on (SR & SM)�

  Kaylee Peikert         715�855�1294, x 142�

 �  Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com�

Pastoral Outreach (SR & SM)�

  Carla Kostka         �   715�225�7419�

 �  kostkacarla@gmail.com  �

Senior Priest In Residence (SR)�

  Fr. John Schultz                  715�271�0018�

 �  schultzjohna@gmail.com�

Calling all stay at home parents, grand-

parents, aunts, uncles, neighbors and 

friends! Are you or someone you know 

looking for a flexible job opportunity 

within our schools?�

Our Regis Catholic Schools Food Service 

program is looking for kind and dependa-

ble people who are willing to fill in for our 

Food Service employees when they need 

to take 6me off. Like Subs6tute Teachers, 

our schools are also in need of Subs6tute 

Cooks to fill in on an as�needed basis.�

If you, or anyone you know is interested, 

please contact Teresa Culbert, Director of 

Food Service at (715) 832�4623 or at tcul-

bert@RegisCatholicSchools.com. �

St. Mary’s Elementary School�

Magnificat �

Need to renew your yearly subscrip6on? �

Order renewals at discounted price now 

through December 15. Stop by the parish 

office! �

It is  a great source of prayer with access 

to daily readings, medita6ons, prayers, 

and more! �

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adult Envelopes������������������������$7,222.98�

Offertory (Plate)���������������������������$198.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������$7,420.98�

Thank you!�

�

S,--���� . Y�,� C0,�10�

THANK YOU! Thank you to everyone who 

has con�nued to support our parishes 

through your weekly offering! We have 

had a good response even though we have 

not been in Church together! If you have 

ques�ons about how you can get your 

offering to Church, please feel free to call 

Bonnie Firkus at 715�533�0629.�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adult Envelopes������������������������$3,171.00�

Capital Campaign����������������������$1,100.00�

Offertory (Plate)���������������������������$170.00�

Youth Envelope����������������������������������$.90�

Building Env…………………………..…..$75.00�

Total Envelope and Plate��������$4,516.90�



Informa�on about Returning Safely to Public Masses�

Public Mass AND Social Distancing�

�

As we return to Mass, each of us has a serious moral duty to do our part to prevent COVID�19 from spreading, while also respec6ng 

emo6onal and spiritual needs and the centrality of the Eucharist in our lives. Unfortunately, this virus is not going away just yet. Any of 

us could be carrying the disease without knowing it. As we gather for Mass, we will be taking appropriate precau6ons:�

�

(1) No Obliga�on.�All of us are dispensed from our obliga6on to aQend Sunday Mass � probably for several weeks. No one is obliged to 

come, and for those who come, no one is obliged to receive Communion. If you are at risk, please be safe!�

�

(2) Wearing Masks and Washing Hands.�The Governor of Wisconsin has declared a State of Emergency, effec6ve August 1, including a 

requirement for everyone over 5 years old to wear masks in public buildings. The fine for not wearing a mask is $200. Bishop Callahan 

encourages us to comply with the Governor’s decree. Please bring your own face covering if you have one. We will also provide them 

while supplies last.�

�

(3) Socially Distanced Sea�ng. Our team of trained ushers will seat everyone. We will limit ourselves to 25% capacity, and will keep 

each individual/household at least 6 feet apart from the next one. We expect that 50�70 people will fit safely in the church. If more 

than this amount choose to come, we plan to direct the overflow to the parish hall, where people will be seated a safe distance apart, 

and where they can par6cipate via live stream and be brought Holy Communion during Mass.�

�

(4) Limited Ministries.�We are limi6ng the number of people in the sanctuary. Over 6me, we will start scheduling in servers, lectors, 

Extraordinary Ministers, etc.�

�

(5) Communion Precau�ons.�The priest distribu6ng communion will wear a mask during that 6me, for your protec6on. The commun-

ion line will keep each household 6 feet apart as they wait. Hand sani6zer will be on hand both for communicants and for the minister. 

Please wait un6l you are dismissed into the communion line. Take your 6me and be reverent.�

�

(6) Holding Off on Congrega�onal Singing. Unfortunately, research is showing that singing propels our germs much like coughing or 

sneezing does. We will use instrumental music or one�person singing for now. One step at a 6me.�

�

(7) Sta�onary Offertory Basket.�We will not be passing any baskets. You can drop off your offering on the way into Church or on the 

way out�

�

(8) Dismissal A;er Mass.��When Mass is ended, our team of ushers will dismiss the people row by row. There will not be the opportuni-

ty to stay aGer Mass or to congregate or visit. Everyone will have to exit so that we can lock the Church and allow our cleaning crew to 

sani6ze everything.�

�

(9) Sani�zing. A crew of volunteers will sani6ze aGer Mass. It doesn’t take long, but is an important safety step. We need regularly 

schedules volunteers to do this. Please consider signing up!�

What’s Happening �

40 Hours for America �

On November 1�3 St. Raymond’s will be 

hos6ng adora6on! Exposi6on will begin 

at 3:00pm on November 1 and 

Benedic6on will be at 7:45am on 

November 3. �

The purpose of these 40 hours of 

adora6on is to pray for our na6on as the 

elec6on approaches. �

Sign ups will be available online and aGer 

Mass the next few weeks, along with 

more informa6on! �

Voca�ons� Joseph Lynch�

Hello Fellow Parishioners,��

I’m excited to be able to share with you 

that I am discerning religious life. LiQle by 

liQle, the Lord has been invi6ng me to 

join the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal 

and their life of prayer, service to the 

poor, and evangeliza6on. I’m ready to 

follow His call, but before I can do that I 

must overcome a significant obstacle 

stopping hundreds of men and women 

like me from entering religious life. This 

obstacle is student loan debt.��

As a next step, the Franciscans and I have 

partnered with the Labouré Society. I’m 

grateful to have Fr. Sakowski’s support in 

this work and I hope that you will join me 

as well. I humbly ask you for your prayers 

as my Labouré classmates and I work to 

overcome this obstacle by December 

31st.��

I look forward to speaking with you all 

soon to invite you on my journey. God 

Bless and see you soon � Joseph��

�

rescuevoca�ons.org/Joseph �



Fall FESTivi�es! �

October 18th  @2pm�

Star?ng at River Prairie Park �

Enter for a chance to win a $100 gi� 

card from Rumps! Every correct 

answer equals a bonus entry to win! �

Register your team on the St. Mary’s 

website, all are welcome! �

Online Silent Auc?on! �

October 25�November 1�

Up to 50 great baskets, giJ cards, 

and experience prizes available to 

choose from! Link can be found on 

the website! �

Have fun bidding and support your 

parish at the same �me!�

Virtual Variety Show Contest!�

Tune into the live stream on St. 

Mary’s Facebook Page on Saturday 

October, 24th at 7:00pm to watch 

the show! �

P.s You can also submit a Bribe to 

convince Father Sakowski to pick your 

video or your favorite video! �

Raffle Tickets �

Tickets are s�ll available to purchase, 

checkout the website to download 

your �cket request form! �

www.stmarys�altoona.com �

Knights of Columbus Fish Fry �
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Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

Contact Gary Stang to place an ad today! 
gstang@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5838

Open 7 Days a Week
2120 Highland Ave. • Eau Claire

CANCUN CANCUN 
MEXICAN GRILLMEXICAN GRILL

CANCUN CANCUN 
MEXICAN GRILLMEXICAN GRILL

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

 

(715) 830-7444 
www.ATSservicecenter.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

EARN WHILE YOU 
LEARN 

Want help to be a great parent?
We’ll mentor & teach you AND you’ll receive 

diapers, formula, clothing & much more.
2600 Stein Blvd. Eau Claire 

(715) 834-5254 • applepcc.orgPREGNANCY CARE CENTER

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION 
TAX 

SERVICE
1122 Birch St., Eau Claire     715-832-1534 

New Client Discount $10

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Altoona Family  
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day 
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount 

• All American Homestyle Cooking
2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy  
Altoona, WI 54720 (715) 830-5000

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL
350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing 
24/7 Towing

Andraya Albrecht, Broker    
chasepropertyllc@gmail.com 

715-456-0320

Patrick Kroll Carpets  
CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS 

Installation & Sales
715-832-4223

GKGK LAWN CARE 
• 715-828-3779 •

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783
www.muldoons.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!
Eau Claire & Altoona

Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802

www.hillcrestestates.net

Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona

715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

70% of people misusing prescription painkillers
get them from friends or relatives.  

Take as 
prescribed 

Lock 
up 

Don’t 
share

Dispose 
safely 

Find a disposal location
GetInvolvedASAP.org


