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October 31 through November 8  �

Sat., Oct. 31� 4:00p� SM� †Alois Felzkowski�

� 6:00p � SR� †Sunny Beaver �

Sun., Nov. 1� 8:30a � SR� †Sue Weiss�

� 11:00a� SM� †Harry Boehm� �

� 1:00p� SM� Parishioners of SM & SR�

Mon., Nov. 2� ��� No Mass ����

Tue., Nov. 3� 8:00a� SR� †Mary Geisert�

Wed., Nov. 4� 8:00a� SM� †Edward & Lucille Su2er�

Thu., Nov. 5� 8:00a� SR� †Walter Blenda�

Fri., Nov. 6� 9:00a� SM� Priest Inten6on �

Sat., Nov. 7� 9:00a� SM� Priest Inten6on �

� 4:00p� SM� †Angela Mroczenski�

� 6:00p� SR� HealthCare, EMS, Firemen, & Police �

Sun., Nov. 8� 8:30a� SR� Parishioners of SM &SR�

� 11:00a� SM� †Franc Vogrinec�

� 1:00p� SM� �Priest Inten6on �

�

S�������� �� R��������������

�

� Thursday� 7:00�9:00p� SR (Parking Lot Drive�Up)�

� Saturday � 10:00a�Noon � SM (Parking Lot Drive�Up)�

�

E������	��� E���	����� � A��������

�

� Tuesday � 5:00�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00�9:00p� SR�

�



Reflec�ons from Fr. Kieffer �

Happy All Saints’ Day! My most 

memorable All Saints’ Day was 

when I was in kindergarten.� The 

tradi�on at my grade school was 

that all of the kindergarteners 

would dress up as their patron 

saint.�I remember that part of my 

St. Peter costume was a bag of 

paper fish and a couple big paper 

keys. Those parts of my costume 

represented saintly aspects in the 

life of St. Peter: his decision to follow Jesus as an Apostle 

and “fisher of men” (Ma)hew 4:18�19) and his loving use 

of the keys of the kingdom of heaven, given to him by 

Jesus (Ma)hew 16: 18�19).�Unfortunately, I was not quite 

so saintly that day.�My shyness as a 5�year�old led to my 

having unhappy looks as my mom tried to take pictures of 

me in my costume.��

�

None of us are always saintly � even the saints were 

not.�  But, all of us are called to be saints.�  While that 

might seem obvious, it is not always so apparent.� For 

example, some�mes I ask classes, “Who wants to go to 

heaven?”�All the hands go up.�Then I ask, “Who wants to 

be a saint?”� Maybe half of the hands go up.� For some 

reason, there can be a disconnect between going to 

heaven and being a saint.�When I explain that a saint is 

someone who is in heaven, then they all get it.�However, 

that reac�on demonstrates that we have more to learn 

about what it means to be a saint.�����

���

So, what is a saint?�A saint is someone who has passed 

away from life here on earth and is enjoying eternal life 

with God and the other saints in heaven.�  A saint is 

someone who lived a saintly, or holy, life here on 

earth.� The saints neither earned eternal life in heaven 

en�rely on their own, nor did they passively have it 

forced upon them by God.� Eternal life was something 

they showed they wanted by coopera�ng with God’s 

grace here on earth. It is something they desired and 

strove for through their ongoing rela�onship with Jesus 

Christ, through the moral choices they made, and through 

ongoing conversion when they failed and fell into sin.�

�

November is a month in which we celebrate and honor all 

of the saints in heaven, but also a month in which we 

remember and pray for all the dead.�The Church begins 

the liturgical calendar in November with the celebra�on 

of All Saints’ Day.� The reason that All Saints Day is 

November 1 is that the Church wants us to recognize that 

heaven should be our #1 goal.� Being a saint is heaven is a 

possibility for all of us and is something that God desires 

for all of us.�  By honoring all the saints who have gone 

before us, the Church wants us to have hope that heaven 

and being a saint is possible.�  These saints give us 

examples, through ordinary people like you and me, of 

how to live a saintly life.�

�

The Church immediately con�nues the liturgical calendar 

in November with the Commemora�on of All the Faithful 

Departed, otherwise known as All Souls’ Day, on 

November 2.�The reason that All Souls’ Day immediately 

follows All Saints’ Day is that as a Church we believe that 

people may have some imperfec�ons in need of 

purifica�on, as well as temporal punishment from sins on 

earth.�  All of this needs to take place before heading to 

the immaculate halls of heaven.�  This all happens in 

purgatory.� While purgatory is not a pleasant experience, 

it is a very hopeful one.�  Those in purgatory are 100% 

certain that they will be going to heaven aDer their �me 

in purgatory, which is a great blessing that not even we 

on earth can experience.�

�

This reality is hard for some in our current day and age to 

grasp and accept.�We can some�mes slip into canonizing 

those who have died, using phrases like “Our loved ones 

are looking down on us from heaven.”�  We can forget 

about the need of praying for our dead, having 

“celebra�on of life” events rather than Chris�an funeral 

liturgies and burials.�Accep�ng that our deceased loved 

ones may s�ll need our prayers and may not be in heaven 

quite yet is not a nega�ve thing, but rather a very loving 

thing.�  It gives us opportuni�es to con�nue to show love 

for our deceased loved ones by our prayers for them and 

by the things we offer up for them.�  It also allows us to 

trust more in God and in His mercy.�

�

November is a month of joy as we celebrate the saints 

who now reside in heaven.�  It is a month of hope, as we 

have hope from our bap�sm that heaven is a possibility 

for ourselves and our loved ones.�  It is a month of trust, 

as we commend all of our deceased loved ones to God’s 

mercy.���

�

All you holy men and women, saints and angels, pray for 

us.�

�

And may the souls of the faithful departed, through the 

mercy of God, rest in peace.� Amen.�



Saint Mary and Saint Raymond of Peñafort Parishes�

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults�����������������������������������������������$0.00�

Teens/Children��������������������������������$0.00�

Offertory (Plate)������������������������������$0.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������������$0.00�

�

Capital Campaign ����������������������������$0.00�

Scrip�������������������������������������������������$0.00�

Thank you!�

St. Mary Parish News�

Want to get involved in the parish?�

If you’ve been looking for a way to get 

involved in the parish and if you enjoy 

proofreading or working with technology 

contact smcommcoord@gmail.com to 

get involved with proofreading the bulle-

6n or helping with livestreaming! �

�

Virtual Baby Bo%le Campaign �

Pro�Life Wisconsin’s Helping Both Program 

fills the gap for families and gives hope to 

moms in crisis pregnancies. Your generosity 

provides the financial resources to con�nue 

suppor�ng families in need. �

Donate at: www.prolifewi.org/donate �

�

Knights of Columbus �

There will be a KOC mee�ng at St. Mary’s on 

November 2, 2020 star�ng at 6:30pm for 

officers  and 7:00pm for members . �

S�. M���’� P����� S�����

�  smsrpastoralmin@gmail.com  �

Evangeliza�on & Faith Forma�on �

  �

    �  JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com �

Business & Finance�

�  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  �

P��� T��� C����� ����!�

Communica�on Coordinator�

  Ellen Hernandez   715�855�1294�

 �  smcommcoord@gmail.com �

Marriage Prepara�on (SM & SR)�

   Kaylee Peikert  715�855�1294, x 142�

 �  Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com�

Pastoral Outreach (SM & SR)�

  Carla Kostka   715�225�7419�

 �  kostkacarla@gmail.com  �

Family Faith Forma�on (SM)�

  Maria Ricciardi   715�855�1294, x 106�

     �  FaithForma6onSM@gmail.com �

Maintenance (SM)�

   Charles Thurner   715�855�1294, x 141�

 �  Stmarymaintaltoona@gmail.com        �

St. Raymond Parish News�

Prayer Chain�

Prayer requests? Please contact Elaine Welin 

via email: ewelin327@gmail.com  or call Diane 

Walker at 715�579�4126.�

�

Rosary with the Bishop �

October is Respect for Life Month and 

beginning October 4th with Bishop 

Callahan, we are invited to pray a live 

streamed Pro�Life Rosary from 7:30�

8:00pm. This will con6nue every Sunday 

in October with a rota6on of all five 

Bishops in Wisconsin. Join us on the 

website below to pray! �

www.diolc.org/live�

 �

This weeks rosary is with Archbishop 

Listecki of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee.�

S�. R������’� P����� S�����

�

Parish Secretary (SR)�

  Carla Kostka 715�877�3400�

 �  straymondparish@gmail.com�

Family Faith Forma�on (SR)�

 �  macallaghan115@gmail.com�

Business & Finance (SR & SM)�

�  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  �

Maintenance (SR)�

  Robert Grzyb 715�492�9677�

 �  autobobs@outlook.com�

Communica�on Coordinator�

  Ellen Hernandez        �

  �  smcommcoord@gmail.com �

Marriage Prepara�on (SR & SM)�

  Kaylee Peikert  715�855�1294, x 142�

 �  Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com�

Pastoral Outreach (SR & SM)�

  Carla Kostka 715�225�7419�

 �  kostkacarla@gmail.com  �

Senior Priest In Residence (SR)�

  Fr. John Schultz  715�271�0018�

 �  schultzjohna@gmail.com�

St. Mary’s Elementary School�

Magnificat Orders�

Need to renew your yearly subscrip6on? �

Order renewals at discounted price now 

through December 15. Stop by the parish 

office or check out the St. Mary’s web-

site! Only $30! It is  a great source of 

prayer with access to daily readings, 

medita6ons, prayers, and more! �

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adult Envelopes������������������������$5,171.00�

Offertory (Plate)��������������������������.$246.00�

Special Col……………………………...……$5.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������$5,452.00�

Thank you!�

�

S-..���� / Y�-� C1-�21�

THANK YOU! Thank you to everyone who 

has con�nued to support our parishes 

through your weekly offering! We have 

had a good response even though we have 

not been in Church together! If you have 

ques�ons about how you can get your 

offering to Church, please feel free to call 

Bonnie Firkus at 715�533�0629.�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adult Envelopes������������������������$3,816.25�

Capital Campaign����������������������$1,476.04�

Offertory (Plate)���������������������������$190.00�

Holy Day Env��������������������������������$100.00�

Spec Col Diocese………………………..$20.00�

Total Envelope and Plate��������$5,602.29�



Informa�on about Returning Safely to Public Masses�

Public Mass AND Social Distancing�

�

As we return to Mass, each of us has a serious moral duty to do our part to prevent COVID�19 from spreading, while also respec6ng 

emo6onal and spiritual needs and the centrality of the Eucharist in our lives. Unfortunately, this virus is not going away just yet. Any of 

us could be carrying the disease without knowing it. As we gather for Mass, we will be taking appropriate precau6ons:�

�

(1) No Obliga2on.�All of us are dispensed from our obliga6on to a2end Sunday Mass � probably for several weeks. No one is obliged to 

come, and for those who come, no one is obliged to receive Communion. If you are at risk, please be safe!�

�

(2) Wearing Masks and Washing Hands.�The Governor of Wisconsin has declared a State of Emergency, effec6ve August 1, including a 

requirement for everyone over 5 years old to wear masks in public buildings. The fine for not wearing a mask is $200. Bishop Callahan 

encourages us to comply with the Governor’s decree. Please bring your own face covering if you have one. We will also provide them 

while supplies last.�

�

(3) Socially Distanced Sea2ng. Our team of trained ushers will seat everyone. We will limit ourselves to 25% capacity, and will keep 

each individual/household at least 6 feet apart from the next one. We expect that 50�70 people will fit safely in the church. If more 

than this amount choose to come, we plan to direct the overflow to the parish hall, where people will be seated a safe distance apart, 

and where they can par6cipate via live stream and be brought Holy Communion during Mass.�

�

(4) Limited Ministries.�We are limi6ng the number of people in the sanctuary. Over 6me, we will start scheduling in servers, lectors, 

Extraordinary Ministers, etc.�

�

(5) Communion Precau2ons.�The priest distribu6ng communion will wear a mask during that 6me, for your protec6on. The commun-

ion line will keep each household 6 feet apart as they wait. Hand sani6zer will be on hand both for communicants and for the minister. 

Please wait un6l you are dismissed into the communion line. Take your 6me and be reverent.�

�

(6) Holding Off on Congrega2onal Singing. Unfortunately, research is showing that singing propels our germs much like coughing or 

sneezing does. We will use instrumental music or one�person singing for now. One step at a 6me.�

�

(7) Sta2onary Offertory Basket.�We will not be passing any baskets. You can drop off your offering on the way into Church or on the 

way out�

�

(8) Dismissal A;er Mass.��When Mass is ended, our team of ushers will dismiss the people row by row. There will not be the opportuni-

ty to stay aSer Mass or to congregate or visit. Everyone will have to exit so that we can lock the Church and allow our cleaning crew to 

sani6ze everything.�

�

(9) Sani2zing. A crew of volunteers will sani6ze aSer Mass. It doesn’t take long, but is an important safety step. We need regularly 

schedules volunteers to do this. Please consider signing up!�

What’s Happening �

Fall FESTivi�es �

Last day to put your bids in for the Silent 

Auc�on!�

We are also in need for volunteers! We 

need help with phone calls & someone to 

sit with the baskets during pick up hours 

this week! �

If interested in volunteering sign up using 

this link, h�p://volunteersignup.org/8TLEF 

It can also be found on the website!  �

You can also contact Megan Glassbrenner 

at 715�577�6061 to sign up. �

Voca2ons� Joseph Lynch�

Hello Fellow Parishioners,��

I’m excited to be able to share with you 

that I am discerning religious life. Li2le by 

li2le, the Lord has been invi6ng me to 

join the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal 

and their life of prayer, service to the 

poor, and evangeliza6on. I’m ready to 

follow His call, but before I can do that I 

must overcome a significant obstacle 

stopping hundreds of men and women 

like me from entering religious life. This 

obstacle is student loan debt.��

As a next step, the Franciscans and I have 

partnered with the Labouré Society. I’m 

grateful to have Fr. Sakowski’s support in 

this work and I hope that you will join me 

as well. I humbly ask you for your prayers 

as my Labouré classmates and I work to 

overcome this obstacle by December 

31st.��

I look forward to speaking with you all 

soon to invite you on my journey. God 

Bless and see you soon � Joseph��

�

rescuevoca2ons.org/Joseph �



40 Hours for America �

Join us to pray for our na�on! �

There will be a special 40 Hours Adora�on for America devo�on beginning�at 3:00pm 

on Sunday, November 1 at St. Raymond’s. Prayer warriors are needed beginning Sun-

day, praying con�nuously un�l 7:45am on Tuesday. At that �me there will be Benedic-

�on and Mass to start our country's elec�on day!�

Please consider signing up to pray! There is a direct link to sign up  on our parish web-

site. You may also sign up a,er�mass with Pat Gentry (St. Raymond's) / DeeDee Effertz 

(St. Mary's) . They will be holding a clipboard in the back of church to assist you.�

Or you may type this link into your web�browser: �

h�ps://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48ABAF2AA6FEC16�40hours �

Thank you for your par�cipa�on and God bless America!�

If all the slots are filled that’s okay! You are s�ll welcome to stop in! These 

�mes are there to ensure that there is always at least two people present in 

front of the blessed sacrament. �

Here are some pe��ons to keep in mind while praying whether at home or during adora�on: �

Let us pray for the world and all its leaders: May leaders of na�ons have the courage to walk the path of peace together so 

that the most vulnerable in their lands may live with dignity and hope. We pray. �

Let us pray for our na�on in this �me of discernment, elec�on, and transi�on: May all ci�zens cast their vote in a spirit of 

reverence for this right, charity for those they disagree with, and concern for the good of all as we strive for a more perfect 

and peaceful union. We pray �

Let us pray for all Chris�ans and people of faith and goodwill: May the Father of all grant us in Christ a spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, counsel and knowledge, for�tude, right judgement, pa�ence, and kindness, as we discern what is good and 

just and follow our conscience. We pray. �

Let us pray for all candidates who desire to serve in our na�onal and local government: May all seeking elec�on commit 

themselves to the common good and encourage a peaceful response so that our na�on may be faithful to its pledge of lib-

erty and jus�ce for all. We pray. �

Let is pray for our presiden�al candidates: May those who seek the immense responsibility of the highest office of the Unit-

ed States know the peace that comes from God alone. May they and their families be protected from harm, the hearts of 

their opponents be so,en by mercy, the people they seek to lead shoe them respect, and may God forgive them and each 

of us our faults. We pray. �

Let us pray for reconcilia�on among families and friends divided: May we learn to love each other despite our differences 

and focus on the work that con�nues beyond this elec�on: the work of unity, respect for one another and for all life, and 

peace in our land. We pray. �

Let us pray for the ones most affected by the choices we make: In all we do, may we keep the merciful face of Christ ever 

before us who is seen in those who are poor, refugees, or migrants, those who are sick or without homes, those without 

food or meaningful work, those unborn, and those whose lives are unvalued. We pray. �

�



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Mary, Altoona, WI A 4C 02-0290

Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

Contact Gary Stang to place an ad today! 
gstang@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5838

Open 7 Days a Week
2120 Highland Ave. • Eau Claire

CANCUN CANCUN 
MEXICAN GRILLMEXICAN GRILL

CANCUN CANCUN 
MEXICAN GRILLMEXICAN GRILL

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

 

(715) 830-7444 
www.ATSservicecenter.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

EARN WHILE YOU 
LEARN 

Want help to be a great parent?
We’ll mentor & teach you AND you’ll receive 

diapers, formula, clothing & much more.
2600 Stein Blvd. Eau Claire 

(715) 834-5254 • applepcc.orgPREGNANCY CARE CENTER

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION 
TAX 

SERVICE
1122 Birch St., Eau Claire     715-832-1534 

New Client Discount $10

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Altoona Family  
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day 
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount 

• All American Homestyle Cooking
2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy  
Altoona, WI 54720 (715) 830-5000

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL
350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing 
24/7 Towing

Andraya Albrecht, Broker    
chasepropertyllc@gmail.com 

715-456-0320

Patrick Kroll Carpets  
CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS 

Installation & Sales
715-832-4223

GKGK LAWN CARE 
• 715-828-3779 •

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783
www.muldoons.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!
Eau Claire & Altoona

Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802

www.hillcrestestates.net

Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona

715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

70% of people misusing prescription painkillers
get them from friends or relatives.  

Take as 
prescribed 

Lock 
up 

Don’t 
share

Dispose 
safely 

Find a disposal location
GetInvolvedASAP.org


