
St. Mary�

1812 Lynn Avenue�

Altoona, WI  54720   �

715�855�1294 �

 www.stmarys�altoona.com�

�

St. Raymond of Peñafort 

E10455 Mallard Road �

Fall Creek, WI  54742 �

715�877�3400  

www.straymond.us�

Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of  

ST. MARY9  ST. RAYMOND 

OF PEÑAFORT  

Vol. 6 • No. 07   �

FORMED.ORG Parish Code: JR6NZW � The Catholic Faith. On Demand.�

Pastor�

Fr. Derek Sakowski�

715�855�1294 ext. 101�

frsakowski@gmail.com�

Parochial Vicar�

Fr. Peter Kieffer�

715�855�1294 ext. 140�

frpeterkr@gmail.com�

Rectory: 715�514�0161�

W����� M�		 S�������

�                         February 13 through February 21�

Sat., Feb. 13� 4:00p� SM� †Gary L Soley�

� 6:00p � SR� †Gertrude Dekan�

Sun., Feb. 14� 8:30a � SR� †Rose Marie Bedard�

� 11:00a� SM� †Stella Wogernese�

� 1:00p� SM� Parishioners of SM & SR �

Mon., Feb. 15� ��� No Mass ����

Tue., Feb. 16� 8:00a� SR� Pete & Lisa Melrose � �

Wed., Feb. 17� 12:00p� SM� †Bob Collodora �

� 7:00p� SR� Greg Parr�

� 8:00p� SM� Priest Inten0on �

Thu., Feb. 18� 8:00a� SR� †Frank Paulich�

Sat., Feb. 20� 4:00p� SM� †Jus0n & Regan Chilson�

� 6:00p� SR� Parishioners of SM & SR �

Sun., Feb. 21� 8:30a� SR� Mary Gallick Family �

� 11:00a� SM� †Leo & Irene Schuh�

� 1:00p� SM� Priest Inten0on  �

S�������� �� R��������������

�

� Thursday� 7:00�9:00p� SR (In the library)�

� Saturday � 10:00a�Noon � SM (In Confessional)�

E������	��� E���	����� � A��������

�

� Tuesday � 5:00�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00�9:00p� SR�

�

�

�

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time | February 14, 2021 �



Reflec�ons from Fr. Sakowski �

God Will Be Enough�

“The L89: is my shepherd; I shall not 

want.”�

These opening words of Psalm 23 are 

familiar to most of us. But each of us 

can ask ourselves honestly: Do I 

really believe that?�

Speaking for myself, the truthful 

answer is both “yes” and “no.” It is 

one thing to know at an intellectual 

level that God is all�good, all�

powerful, and all�loving; or to state that I believe that he will 

provide for all my needs. But I also know the bind I some0mes 

feel. There can be that clutch of dread or panic about impending 

conflict, or the suffoca0ng feeling that those I thought I could 

trust are now pulling back and leaving me unprotected. In those 

moments, there are parts of me that urge me to hide and isolate 

rather than surrender uncondi0onally into God’s hands. It can 

feel so much safer to take maCers into my own hands and to feel 

some measure of control rather than surrendering to God � what 

if his love won’t be enough??�

In my own case, this inner resistance I some0mes experience 

isn’t so much in the form of words or thoughts as I do in the form 

of bodily sensa0ons or deeply felt feelings. One way or another, I 

am quite familiar with the inner cry that screams out, “It won’t 

be enough!!”  �

I know I am not the only one.�

There is a reason why Psalm 23 is so appealing. It speaks 

soothing and reassuring truths to so many of us who need to 

hear them again and again as we internalize them. We all need to 

know that God is abundantly good to us. We need to know that 

our hunger and thirst will find deep sa0sfac0on in him. We need 

to know that we will be migh0ly protected by his rod and always 

guided by his staff � never abandoned in a place of 

powerlessness or stuck alone in a valley of death. We need to 

taste and see his goodness � even in this life.�

What do we do when part of us screams out, “It won’t be 

enough!!”?�

I can raCle off the things so many of us tend to do in those 

moments � pull out our phones, scroll through social media, play 

games, eat comfort food, binge on sugar or caffeine, fantasize 

about ways of geJng away from it all, bury ourselves in busy 

work, fixate on the faults of those around us, and so many more. 

These days, there are no shortage of surrogates we can turn to in 

an aCempt to replace real rela0onships. Then we reach a point of 

disillusionment and realize that these things we pursued to make 

sure it would be enough actually seduced us and betrayed us. We 

feel frustrated with ourselves and tend to trust God even less 

and to want to hide ourselves even more. A vicious cycle.�

The ul0mate answer is to be found in an experience of genuine 

rela0onships, connec0on and communion, abiding in love and 

truth, staying present to others and God � and to those parts of 

myself that s0ll try to tell me that it won’t be enough.�

Ironically, I think many Chris0ans have learned how to pray in a 

way that keeps God at a distance � especially from the ways in 

which we most need his loving presence. There have been 

seasons in my life in which I have looked at prayer much more as 

a “should” or a maCer of being disciplined enough or geJng it 

right. Rather than a close connec0on with God, many of us either 

avoid the vulnerability of prayer (and shame ourselves for being 

“lazy”), or we stay “busy” in prayer in a way that allows us to feel 

safe and in control, but hinders recep0vity.�

God invites us to come to him as we are and receive his 

blessings. Whether grief, anger, lusLul fantasies, overea0ng, 

biCer resentments, panic, anxiety, or deep feelings of 

powerlessness � what would it look like to experience these 

things with God? If my body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, why 

not tell the Holy Spirit he is welcome in my body (including 

where I happen to be feeling dread or shame or grief or 

loneliness)? Why not consecrate it all to God � giving him all the 

pieces. If we do not, how can we say we are loving him with our 

whole heart?�

Similarly, what would it look like to cul0vate rela0onships with 

trustworthy people in which I allow them to see and know the 

real me � including all the parts I’d rather hide away? Many of us 

were wearing masks long before this pandemic began! To be fair, 

we may have needed to do that for a long 0me. The pain of 

depriva0on or powerlessness or abandonment is simply too 

much to bear un0l we are in a posi0on in life in which deep 

prayer and meaningful rela0onships are really possible. When we 

allow ourselves to experience these rela0onships consistently in 

our lives and in our prayer, real change begins to happen.�

Diocese of La Crosse �

Guidelines for Repor�ng Instances of Child Abuse �

�

The Diocese of La Crosse, through its�policies and procedures, seeks to 

provide a prompt, appropriate and compassionate response to report-

ers of sexual abuse of a child by any diocesan agent (bishop, priest, 

deacon, employee, religious, vendor or volunteer). Anyone wishing to 

make a report of an allega#on of sexual abuse should send that report 

to Mrs. Karen Becker, Complaint Intake Agent, at the Diocese of La 

Crosse, P.O. Box 4004, La Crosse, WI 54602�4004. Alterna#vely, you can 

contact Mrs. Becker at 608.791.0179 or� intakeagent@diolc.org. The 

repor#ng form is available through the Diocese of La Crosse Office of 

Safe Environment or on the diocesan website at:� diolc.org/safe�

environment/repor#ng.�Individuals are also encouraged to take their 

reports directly to civil authori�es.� Copies of the diocesan policy are 

available through your local parish and on the�diocesan website. If you 

have any ques#ons about the Diocese of La Crosse and the implemen-

ta#on of the�Charter for the Protec�on of Children and Young People, 

please contact Teresa Brown, Diocese of La Crosse, at 608.791.2679; 

or�tbrown@diolc.org.�



Saint Mary and Saint Raymond of Peñafort Parishes�

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults�����������������������������������������������$0.00�

Teens/Children��������������������������������$0.00�

Offertory (Plate)������������������������������$0.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������������$0.00�

�

Capital Campaign ����������������������������$0.00�

Scrip�������������������������������������������������$0.00�

Thank you!�

St. Mary Parish News�

Looking to Volunteer?�

If you’ve been looking for a way to get 

involved in the parish and if you enjoy 

working with technology contact Jon 

Jones  to get involved with helping with 

livestreaming! �

�

Interested to check out a room for a 

mee�ng??�

There is  a new form to fill out if any 

group is interested in using room spaces 

at St. Mary. More info to come on the St. 

Mary’s website! �

�

Job Opportunity �

Director of Music & Liturgy �

St. Mary & St. Raymond �

We are hiring a full�0me posi0on, here is 

the posi0on overview! To provide 

S�. M���’� P����� S�����

�  smsrpastoralmin@gmail.com  �

Evangeliza�on & Faith Forma�on �

  �

    �  JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com �

Business & Finance�

�  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  �

P� ! T#$% C'' (#)�!' *�

Communica�on Coordinator�

  Ellen Hernandez   715�855�1294�

 �  smcommcoord@gmail.com �

Sacred Music Coordinator (SM & SR)�

  Tyler Andreae   �

     �  tja5300@gmail.com�

Marriage Prepara�on (SM & SR)�

   Kaylee Peikert  715�855�1294, x 142�

 �  Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com�

Pastoral Outreach (SM & SR)�

  Carla Kostka   715�225�7419�

 �  kostkacarla@gmail.com  �

Family Faith Forma�on (SM)�

  Maria Ricciardi   715�855�1294, x 106�

     �  FaithForma0onSM@gmail.com �

Maintenance (SM)�

   Charles Thurner   715�855�1294, x 141�

 �  Stmarymaintaltoona@gmail.com        �

St. Raymond Parish News�

Immaculate Concep(on Job Opportunity�

Part�(me Music Director  �

Check out the bulle0n board in the 

Narthex for more informa0on on 

qualifica0ons and responsibili0es! Submit 

a statement about the purpose of music 

ministry and resume to 

immaculateconcep0onec@gmail.com�

�

Knights of Columbus  (SR)�

Interested in joining the Knights of 

Columbus??? Now through March 15th is 

your opportunity! Contact Andy or any of 

the other Knights for more informa0on! �

�

Also mark your calendar for two great 

events coming up! March 17th for 

another Blood Drive!  And Feb. 26 to start 

off the Fish Fry Season! �

�

S�. R������’� P����� S�����

�

Parish Secretary (SR)�

  Carla Kostka 715�877�3400�

 �  straymondparish@gmail.com�

Family Faith Forma�on (SR)�

 �  macallaghan115@gmail.com�

Business & Finance (SR & SM)�

�  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  �

Maintenance (SR)�

  Robert Grzyb 715�492�9677�

 �  autobobs@outlook.com�

Communica�on Coordinator�

  Ellen Hernandez        �

  �  smcommcoord@gmail.com �

Sacred Music  (SM & SR)�

  Tyler Andreae   �

     �  tja3500@gmail.com  �

Marriage Prepara�on (SR & SM)�

  Kaylee Peikert  715�855�1294, x 142�

 �  Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com�

Pastoral Outreach (SR & SM)�

  Carla Kostka 715�225�7419�

 �  kostkacarla@gmail.com  �

Senior Priest In Residence (SR)�

  Fr. John Schultz  715�271�0018�

 �  schultzjohna@gmail.com�

St. Mary’s Stewardship: This Week �

Adults���������������������������������������$5,348.00�

Offertory (Plate)��������������������������$285.00�

Holy Day Env������������������������������������$5.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������$5,638.00�

�

Diocesan Appeal Goal�

$39,460.00�

Received ��������������������������������$28,670.00�

Thank you!�

�

S-..' !#)/ Y'-  C1- 21�

Thank you to everyone who has con�nued 

to support our parishes through your 

weekly offering! We have had a good 

response even though we have not been 

in Church together! If you have ques�ons 

about how you can get your offering to 

Church, please feel free to call Bonnie 

Firkus at 715�533�0629.�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: This Week�

Adults���������������������������������������$2,134.00�

Offertory (Plate)����������������������������$72.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������$2,206.00�

�

Diocesan Appeal Goal�

$45,925.00�

Received ��������������������������������$22,124.04�

Thank you! �

outstanding leadership and teambuilding 

in all areas of liturgical ministry, 

par0cularly sacred music� all with a view 

to leading disciples into deeper 

conversion and fellowship, while 

ensuring that the parishes’ liturgical 

celebra0ons are upliUing and deeply 

prayerful. If interested in applying, send 

résumé and cover leCer to Fr. Sakowski 

at frsakowski@gmail.com�

�

Check our SM or SR websites for the full descrip�on. �

�

Part�(me Marriage Prep & Wedding 

Coordinator �

This is a part�0me posi0on, usually 

involving Saturday weddings and Friday 

rehearsals, in addi0on to mee0ng with 

couples prior to the wedding. Interested 

candidates should send a resume and 

cover leCer describing interest and 

experience with marriage ministry to 

Jacqueline Van Hemert, Director of 

Evangeliza0on and Faith Forma0on, at 

JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com. 

Please include the subject line “Marriage 

Prep and Wedding Coordinator.”  �



Informa�on about Returning Safely to Public Masses�

Public Mass AND Social Distancing�

�

As we return to Mass, each of us has a serious moral duty to do our part to prevent COVID�19 from spreading, while also respec0ng 

emo0onal and spiritual needs and the centrality of the Eucharist in our lives. Unfortunately, this virus is not going away just yet. Any of 

us could be carrying the disease without knowing it. As we gather for Mass, we will be taking appropriate precau0ons:�

�

(1) No Obliga(on.�All of us are dispensed from our obliga0on to aCend Sunday Mass � probably for several weeks. No one is obliged to 

come, and for those who come, no one is obliged to receive Communion. If you are at risk, please be safe!�

�

(2) Wearing Masks and Washing Hands.�The Governor of Wisconsin has declared a State of Emergency, effec0ve August 1, including a 

requirement for everyone over 5 years old to wear masks in public buildings. The fine for not wearing a mask is $200. Bishop Callahan 

encourages us to comply with the Governor’s decree. Please bring your own face covering if you have one. We will also provide them 

while supplies last.�

�

(3) Socially Distanced Sea(ng. Our team of trained ushers will seat everyone. We will limit ourselves to 25% capacity, and will keep 

each individual/household at least 6 feet apart from the next one. We expect that 50�70 people will fit safely in the church. If more 

than this amount choose to come, we plan to direct the overflow to the parish hall, where people will be seated a safe distance apart, 

and where they can par0cipate via live stream and be brought Holy Communion during Mass.�

�

(4) Limited Ministries.�We are limi0ng the number of people in the sanctuary. Over 0me, we will start scheduling in servers, lectors, 

Extraordinary Ministers, etc.�

�

(5) Communion Precau(ons.�The priest distribu0ng communion will wear a mask during that 0me, for your protec0on. The commun-

ion line will keep each household 6 feet apart as they wait. Hand sani0zer will be on hand both for communicants and for the minister. 

Please wait un0l you are dismissed into the communion line. Take your 0me and be reverent.�

�

(6) Holding Off on Congrega(onal Singing. Unfortunately, research is showing that singing propels our germs much like coughing or 

sneezing does. We will use instrumental music or one�person singing for now. One step at a 0me.�

�

(7) Sta(onary Offertory Basket.�We will not be passing any baskets. You can drop off your offering on the way into Church or on the 

way out.�

�

(8) Dismissal A;er Mass.��When Mass is ended, our team of ushers will dismiss the people row by row. There will not be the opportuni-

ty to stay aUer Mass or to congregate or visit. Everyone will have to exit so that we can lock the Church and allow our cleaning crew to 

sani0ze everything.�

�

(9) Sani(zing. A crew of volunteers will sani0ze aUer Mass. It doesn’t take long, but is an important safety step. We need regularly 

scheduled volunteers to do this. Please consider signing up!�

What’s Happening �

�� Sign up for Bishop Barron’s daily 

Lenten reflec0ons 

lentenreflec�ons.com/ �

Or �

�� Sign up for “Best Lent Ever” with 

MaChew Kelly at 

dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever�

�� Blessed is She also has a wonderful 

Lenten devo0onal, “Set a Fire” as 

well as a kids op0on this year! Visit 

blessedisshe.net for more info!�

�

St. Raymond’s Mary Statue �

Within the next few weeks our beau0ful 

statue of Mary will be gone for some 

minor repairs. The plan is to have her 

back by Easter along with Joseph and the 

child Jesus as a very nice Holy Family. 

How wonderful to have this addi0on 

added to our church in the Year of St. 

Joseph. �

�

Diaconate Discernment Retreat �

Saturday, February 27. Are you a man at least 

35 years of age who feels a yearning to give 

yourself more radically to the service of God 

and the Church � preaching the Gospel, 

serving those in need, assis#ng at the altar? If 

you think God may be calling you to be a 

deacon, talk to your pastor about a@ending 

the Diaconate Discernment Retreat at St. 

Mary’s Church in Altoona on February 27, 

2021. Then contact Deacon Bryan Hilts, 

Director of the Office for the Diaconate at 

bhilts@diolc.org. A new deacon forma#on 

class will begin in the fall of 2021 and 

a@endance at the Discernment Retreat is a 

prerequisite.�

Lenten Prac�ces   �

Beginning on Ash Wednesday through all 

forty days of Lent, sign up to receive a 

daily email with a short video to help you 

connect in a stronger way with Jesus.  �
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Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

 

(715) 830-7444 
www.ATSservicecenter.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

EARN WHILE YOU 
LEARN 

Want help to be a great parent?
We’ll mentor & teach you AND you’ll receive 

diapers, formula, clothing & much more.
2600 Stein Blvd. Eau Claire 

(715) 834-5254 • applepcc.orgPREGNANCY CARE CENTER

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION 
TAX 

SERVICE
1122 Birch St., Eau Claire     715-832-1534 

New Client Discount $10

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Altoona Family  
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day 
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount 

• All American Homestyle Cooking
2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy  
Altoona, WI 54720 (715) 830-5000

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL
350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing 
24/7 Towing

Andraya Albrecht, Broker    
chasepropertyllc@gmail.com 

715-456-0320

Patrick Kroll Carpets  
CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS 

Installation & Sales
715-832-4223Contact Gary Stang • gstang@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5838

GKGK LAWN CARE 
• 715-828-3779 •

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783
www.muldoons.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!
Eau Claire & Altoona

Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802

www.hillcrestestates.net

Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona

715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

70% of people misusing prescription painkillers
get them from friends or relatives.  

Take as 
prescribed 

Lock 
up 

Don’t 
share

Dispose 
safely 

Find a disposal location
GetInvolvedASAP.org


