St. Mary
1812 Lynn Avenue
Altoona, WI 54720 
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 
www.stmarysͲaltoona.com

St. Raymond of Peñafort
E10455 Mallard Road 
Fall Creek, WI 54742 
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Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of

ST. MARY9 ST. RAYMOND
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February 20 through February 28



Sat., Feb. 20

Sun., Feb. 21


Mon., Feb. 22
Tue., Feb. 23
Wed., Feb. 24
Thu., Feb. 25
Fri., Feb. 26
Sat., Feb. 27

Sun., Feb. 28



4:00p SM
Jusn & Regan Chilson 
6:00p  SR
Parishioners of SM & SR
8:30a  SR
Mary Gallick Family 
11:00a SM
†Leo & Irene Schuh
1:00p SM
Priest Intenon 
²²² No Mass ²²²
8:00a  SR 
Klobucar Grandchildren 
9:00a SM 
†Anton & Mary Schneider 
8:00a SR
†Herbert Erdman 
SM School Mass
Family Faith Formaon 
4:00p SM
Calista & John Weiss Jr.
6:00p SR
Pete & Lisa Melrose 
8:30a SR
†Ronald Haggerty 
11:00a SM
†Joseph Kilmisch
1:00p SM
Parishioners of SM & SR 

S   R  






Tuesday 
Thursday
Saturday 

E





Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Peter Kieﬀer
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frpeterkr@gmail.com

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ0161



7:00Ͳ9:00p 
7:00ʹ9:00p
10:00aʹNoon 

SM (In Confessional) 
SR (In the library)
SM (In Confessional)

  E   A 

Tuesday 
Thursday

5:00ʹ9:00p 
5:00ʹ9:00p

SM
SR



Please remember to wear a mask & to follow social
distancing guidelines. 
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Reﬂecons from Jon Jones 
“Safe? Said Mr. Beaver. “Who said
anything about safe? ‘Course he isn’t
safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, I
tell you.”


This has got to be one of the best book
quotes of all me. From any book,
adult or children literature, one of the
best. Any guess as to where it comes
from? Anyone? Bueller??? Odds are if you have children
you have be!er chances of knowing, although I would
certainly encourage Chrisans of all stripes and ages to read
this series. Alright, I’ll tell you. C.S. Lewis’ The Lion, the
Witch, and the Wardrobe.
This book has a special place in my heart. Every year for
Holy Saturday my family and I ﬁnd somewhere to seclude
ourselves and spend the day in quiet(Ͳer) play. The somber
mood induced by Good Friday carries through this long
Spring day. We unplug from entertainment and friends, we
go out into nature, and we take our beloved children’s
allegory about the event of Redempon. At some point we
sit down to have a snack while I read the chapter, or, maybe
the one or two leading up to it as well, recounng the
humiliaon and abuse of Aslan, the Lion and King of
Narnia.
This quote is so dear to me on several levels. To start with,
it’s about a lion and, therefore, about one of our faith’s
most central symbols. Throughout the Church’s 2000+ year
history, Church Tradion has assigned and passed down
symbols of four living creatures represenng the diﬀerent
Evangelists. Taken from passages of Scripture and paired
based on how each Evangelist shapes his telling of the Good
News, each Gospel account is represented by one of these
symbols. Once you learn to recognize them, you will see
them everywhere: stained glass windows of the greatest
cathedrals, the cover of our own Book of the Gospels,
monstrances (like the one at our previous parish), ambos,
and elsewhere. St. Ma!hew is paired with the angel, St.
Mark is represented by the lion, the ox denotes the account
of St. Luke, and St. John’s gospel soars above the rest as the
eagle. Each liturgical year we pay special a!enon as we
walk slowly through one of these four accounts, and I bet
that you can guess which one we are walking through this
year. You’ve got it, the holy gospel of St. Mark.
But, why a lion? What does a lion tell us about Christ? And,
why does it represent St. Mark’s telling of the story of
Jesus? For starters, Jesus is known as the “lion of
Judah” (Rev. 5.5). Also, the lion’s status as king resonates
throughout the Bible (cf. Gen. 49). One might say it reaches
a crescendo in Jesus’ proclamaon of “the kingdom of
God”. This phrase occurs throughout St. Mark’s gospel 15
mes! It is the very beginning and ending of this Gospel;

Jesus’ proclamaon that “the Kingdom of Heaven is at
hand” at 1.15 being the ﬁrst and the last comes at the very
end at 15.43. Furthermore, one can simply consider the
a!ributes of a lion and make connecons that wayͲͲ
immense power, crowned by a glorious mane...and totally
ferocious. That’s right, aggressive, ﬁerce, and savage can
also describe Jesus.
We do not normally think of Jesus in this way. He is not
someone that we ﬁrst imagine as telling someone what
for. But, were we to weigh the number of mes Jesus
rebukes his interlocutors against his more docile speech, we
might be surprised at how oEen we see Jesus in a!ack
mode. In the daily readings of St. Mark’s account, how many
mes has Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for poking him with
quesons laced with hidden agendas? Jesus was not
nice! He was powerful, he was glorious, he was dangerous,
and he was good.
I recently noced this playing out in the daily reading about
Jesus calming the storm at sea in Mk 4.35Ͳ41.
The scene: Jesus and the disciples are in a boat crossing the
sea when a big storm comes up. The boat was taking on
water while the disciples watched, panic rising. Where was
Jesus? Asleep in the stern! The disciples ﬁnally reach their
breaking point and wake Jesus up, shoung “Don’t you care
if we die?!” Maybe not in those words exactly, but that is
what I would have said. We know what happens
next. Jesus gets up, gives the command, and the winds die
down. I have read this story a thousand mes before. But,
what I have not noced comes in verse 41: “and they were
ﬁlled with great fear”. I remember reading this in prayer
that morning and laughing out loud when I caught it. St.
Mark does not say anything about the disciples being afraid
unl the very end, and when he does it’s fear of Jesus! The
assumpon, of course, is that the disciples are scared of the
storm. They are awake and completely panicked. Their
anxiety is through the roof watching to see if the next wave
will be the one to capsize them all. Jesus, meanwhile, is the
perfect picture of trust and security sleeping. When the
disciples’ fear breaks through the trusng rest of the Son he
chasses them for their lack of faith, calms the storm, and
then their fear transfers to the one they should be afraid ofͲ
Ͳthe Lion of Judah, the King of Heaven, Ruler of Heaven and
Earth. This is even underscored clearly in the Greek where
we see the word “afraid” (phobos, from which we get our
words “phobia” or “Ͳphobic”) used twice at the same me,
once as a verb and also as a noun. To be wooden about it,
in English this would be something like saying “a huge fear
scared them”, or something of the sort.  Is Jesus safe? No
way. Is he scary? He sure can be. Is he good? You bet your
life on it.

Saint Mary and Saint Raymond of Peñafort Parishes
conversion and fellowship, while ensuring
that the parishes’ liturgical celebraons
are upliJing and deeply prayerful. If
interested in applying, send résumé and
cover leLer to Fr. Sakowski at
frsakowski@gmail.com

St. Mary Parish News
Looking to Volunteer?
If you’ve been looking for a way to get
involved in the parish and if you enjoy
working with technology, contact Jon
Jones to get involved with helping with
livestreaming! 

Check our SM or SR websites for the full descripon. 



Job Opportunies 

PartͲ6me Marriage Prep & Wedding
Coordinator 


Director of Music & Liturgy 
St. Mary & St. Raymond 
We are hiring a fullͲme posion, here is
the posion overview! To provide
outstanding leadership and teambuilding
in all areas of liturgical ministry,
parcularly sacred musicʹ all with a view
to leading disciples into deeper

This is a partͲme posion, usually
involving Saturday weddings and Friday
rehearsals, in addion to meeng with
couples prior to the wedding. Interested
candidates should send a résumé and
cover leLer describing interest and
experience with marriage ministry to
Jacqueline Van Hemert, Director of
Evangelizaon and Faith Formaon, at
JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com.
Please include the subject line “Marriage
Prep and Wedding Coordinator.” 

S. M’ P S

St. Raymond Parish News
St. Raymond’s Mary Statue 
Within the next few weeks our beauful
statue of Mary will be gone for some
minor repairs. The plan is to have her
back by Easter along with Joseph and the
child Jesus as a very nice Holy Family.
How wonderful to have this addion
added to our church in the Year of St.
Joseph. 
Knights of Columbus (SR)
Interested in joining the Knights of
Columbus??? Now through March 15th is
your opportunity! Contact Andy at 715Ͳ
828Ͳ3625 or frenchy3625@yahoo.com
for more informaon! 

S. R’ P S


Parish Secretary (SR)

Carla Kostka 715Ͳ877Ͳ3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

 smsrpastoralmin@gmail.com 

Evangelizaon & Faith Formaon 
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com 



Business & Finance

 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com 

P T C !

Communicaon Coordinator

Ellen Hernandez 715Ͳ855Ͳ1294
 smcommcoord@gmail.com 

Sacred Music Coordinator (SM & SR)
Tyler Andreae 
 tja5300@gmail.com

Marriage Preparaon (SM & SR)

Kaylee Peikert 715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 142
 Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com

Pastoral Outreach (SM & SR)
Carla Kostka 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419
 kostkacarla@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formaon (SM)

Maria Ricciardi 715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 106
 FaithFormaonSM@gmail.com 

Maintenance (SM)

Charles Thurner 715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 141
 Stmarymaintaltoona@gmail.com


Family Faith Formaon (SR)

St. Mary’s Stewardship: This Week 

 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$7,462.00
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$807.00
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$8,269.00

Diocesan Appeal Goal
$39,460.00
Received ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$28,270.00
Thank you!

Business & Finance (SR & SM)

 bﬁrkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Maintenance (SR)

Robert Grzyb 715Ͳ492Ͳ9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Communicaon Coordinator
Ellen Hernandez

 smcommcoord@gmail.com 
Sacred Music (SM & SR)

 S&'' ( Y& C*&+*
Thank you to everyone who has connued
to support our parishes through your
weekly oﬀering! We have had a good
response even though we have not been
in Church together! If you have quesons
about how you can get your oﬀering to
Church, please feel free to call Bonnie
Firkus at 715Ͳ533Ͳ0629.

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: This Week

Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2,088.00
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$80.00
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$2168.00
Diocesan Appeal Goal
$45,925.00
Received ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$22,171.04
Thank you! 

Tyler Andreae 
 tja3500@gmail.com 

Marriage Preparaon (SR & SM)

Kaylee Peikert 715Ͳ855Ͳ1294, x 142
 Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com

Pastoral Outreach (SR & SM)
Carla Kostka 715Ͳ225Ͳ7419

St. 
Mary’s
Stewardship: Last Week
kostkacarla@gmail.com 

Adults͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$0.00
Senior Priest In Residence (SR)
Teens/Children͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$0.00
Fr. John Schultz 715Ͳ271Ͳ0018
Oﬀertory (Plate)͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$0.00
 schultzjohna@gmail.com
Total Envelope & Plate͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$0.00
Capital Campaign ͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$0.00
Scrip͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘͘$0.00
Thank you!


What’s Happening 
Hello fellow parishioners, 
I want to thank you for your prayers and support in regards to the
work I have been doing with Labouré Society these last six months!
It was amazing to experience such incredible generosity for the
cause of vocaons, including my own pursuit of the consecrated
life. 
At the close of the class, which ended on December 31st, we had reached over $600,000
for the mission. I want to let you know, too, that we raised enough money for me to
migate my student loan debt, allowing me to move forward with joining the Franciscan
Friars of the Renewal this September! 
The work with the Labouré Society was actually a giJ beyond clearing ﬁnancial obstacle.
Meeng so many of youͲ witnessing your own faithfulness to your vocaons as well as
your enthusiasm for the priesthood and religious lifeͲ increased my own desire to
respond to the Lord’s invitaon to follow him. 
And I will not go to New York alone, but with each of you. If it is the Lord’s will that I
take ﬁnal vows with the Franciscans, I will be sure to pray for and remember each of you
on that day because the Lord in his goodness willed that it would be made possible with
your assistance. 
Be sure of my connued prayers for you and your families and please connue to pray
for me as well! 
Peace, 
Joseph Lynch 

Diaconate Discernment Retreat 

Immaculate Concep1on 

Saturday, February 27. Are you a man
at least 35 years of age who feels a
yearning to give yourself more
radically to the service of God and the
Church ʹ preaching the Gospel,
serving those in need, assis'ng at the
altar? If you think God may be calling
you to be a deacon, talk to your
pastor about a*ending the Diaconate
Discernment Retreat at St. Mary’s
Church in Altoona on February 27,
2021. Then contact Deacon Bryan
Hilts, Director of the Oﬃce for the
Diaconate at bhilts@diolc.org. A new
deacon forma'on class will begin in
the fall of 2021 and a*endance at the
Discernment Retreat is a prerequisite.

Job Opportunity
PartͲ6me Music Director 
Check out the bullen board in the
Narthex for more informaon on
qualiﬁcaons and responsibilies! Submit
a statement about the purpose of music
ministry
and
résumé
to
immaculateconceponec@gmail.com

Lenten Prac1ces
Staons of the Cross will be prayed
at St. Mary’s every Friday at 7pm.
St. Raymond will pray the Staons
every Sunday at 5pm with a meal to follow. These are the amazing organizaons
that will be hosng a meal; Knights of
Columbus, Family Faith Formaon,
PCCW, Pastoral Council, Conﬁrmaon
Students. Thank you so much! 

Did you decide how to spend this lent
season growing in your faith?? 
As of Ash Wednesday through all forty
days of Lent, you can sll sign up to receive a daily email with a short video to
help you connect in a stronger way with
Jesus. 
x

Sign up for Bishop Barron’s daily Lenten reﬂecons lentenreﬂecons.com/ 

Or 
x

Sign up for “Best Lent Ever” with
MaLhew Kelly at dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever

x

Blessed is She also has a wonderful
Lenten devoonal, “Set a Fire” as
well as a kids opon this year! Visit
blessedisshe.net for more info!

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93
Eau Claire

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL

350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409
MP#232816
Fax# 715-834-9039

www.chilsonsubaru.com

GK LAWN CARE
•

715-828-3779 •

Maureen
Anderson
Director

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME

Piltz Glass & Mirror

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS
* Glass tabletops
* Mirrors cut to size
* Storm window and screen repair
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures
* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings

715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Trenton Berg Toll Free 1-866-715-2250
Director and www.Andersonfhaugusta.com
Pre-need Insurance Agent

Monuments
& Markers

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing
24/7 Towing

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

715-832-6171

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn
Funeral & Cremation Services

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered brokerdealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

www.lenmarkfh.com

814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703

715-832-8301

1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI

715-834-4456

Cremation Society of Wisconsin

70% of people misusing prescription painkillers
get them from friends or relatives.

Stokes, Prock & Mundt
Funeral Chapel

Eau Claire
Catholic Radio
Station- AM 1050

535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-6411(CSW) 715-832-3428 (SPM)
www.cremationsociety-wi.com
www.stokesprockandmundt.com

Take as
prescribed

Don’t
share

Lock
up

Dispose
safely

JULSON’S

Find a disposal location
GetInvolvedASAP.org

Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”

Celebrating
49 Years of Service

Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave.
Eau Claire

715-832-4795
• 715-723-9655
MP# 682390

715-834-5832
Jim & Steve Julson

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION

TAX

SERVICE

1122 Birch St., Eau Claire 715-832-1534
New Client Discount $10

Altoona Family
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount
• All American Homestyle Cooking

2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy
Altoona, WI 54720

(715) 830-5000

(715) 830-7444
www.ATSservicecenter.com

Want help to be a great parent?
We’ll mentor & teach you AND you’ll receive
diapers, formula, clothing & much more.
2600 Stein Blvd. Eau Claire
PREGNANCY CARE CENTER (715) 834-5254 • applepcc.org

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800

Eau Claire, WI

38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!
Eau Claire & Altoona
Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802
www.hillcrestestates.net

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863

EARN WHILE YOU
LEARN

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Patrick Kroll Carpets
CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS

Installation & Sales

715-832-4223

Contact Gary Stang • gstang@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5838

Andraya Albrecht, Broker

chasepropertyllc@gmail.com
715-456-0320

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

			

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona
715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

St. Mary, Altoona, WI

A 4C 02-0290

