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�                         February 27 through March 7�

Sat., Feb. 27� 4:00p� SM� Calista & John Weiss Jr. �

� 6:00p � SR� Pete & Lisa Melrose �

Sun., Feb. 28� 8:30a � SR� †Ronald Haggerty�

� 11:00a� SM� †Joseph Kilmisch�

� 1:00p� SM� Parishioners of SM & SR �

Mon., Mar. 1� ��� No Mass ����

Tue., Mar. 2� 8:00a� SR � †Bruce Womack�

Wed., Mar. 3� 8:00a� SM� †Joanne C Poppe�

Thu., Mar. 4� 8:00a� SR� †Deceased Family of Al Komrowski �

Fri., Mar. 5� SM School Mass� †Charles Schultz Jr.�

Sat., Mar. 6� 9:00a� SM� †Mildren Fandel�

� 4:00p� SM� B J Wogernese�

� 6:00p� SR� Parishioners of SM & SR �

Sun., Mar. 7� 8:30a� SR� †Gertrude Dekan�

� 11:00a� SM� †Fr. Norbert Wilger �

� 1:00p� SM� Priest Inten6on �

S�������� �� R��������������

�

� Tuesday � 7:00�9:00p� SM ( In Confessional) �

� Thursday� 7:00�9:00p� SR (In the library)�

� Saturday � 10:00a�Noon � SM (In Confessional)�

E������	��� E���	����� � A��������

�

� Tuesday � 5:00�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00�9:00p� SR�

�

�

Please remember to wear a mask & to follow social 

distancing guidelines. �

Second Sunday of Lent | February, 28 2021 �

ST. MARY9  ST. RAYMOND 

OF PEÑAFORT  



Reflec�ons from Father Derek Sakowski�

Prayer as Desire�

Lent is a sacred 6me in which many 

of us resolve to be deepened in 

prayer. Joining Jesus in the 

wilderness, we are invited to allow 

our heart to be cap6vated by God 

the Father, growing in our iden6ty 

as beloved children of God, and 

claiming as our own Jesus’ victory 

over the evil one.�

The prophet Hosea describes God’s 

invita6on beau6fully: “Therefore I 

am now going to allure Israel; I will lead her into the wilderness 

and speak tenderly to her” (Hosea 2:14).�

God awakens desire in our hearts. Deep and authen6c prayer 

happens to the extent that we allow ourselves to experience and 

grow in that desire.�

Have you ever considered prayer as an experience of desire?�

I would say it took me a long journey with many detours before I 

really began apprecia6ng the invita6on to experience prayer as 

desire � and this was not for lack of pursuit on God’s part! If I 

take the 6me to reflect on my life, I can recall with gra6tude 

many 6mes in which God sought to woo my heart in prayer. 

There were oDen obstacles to my response.�

It turns out that deeply allowing the experience of desire is not 

so easy as it might sound! Feeling an ache that only God can 

sa6sfy can actually be painful � not unlike the experience of 

intense hunger or thirst. I used to laugh at the line in MaEhew’s 

Gospel about Jesus fas6ng and being tempted in the desert: “And 

aDer fas6ng forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.” I always 

used to think to myself as I read those words, “Well, duh!” But 

the spiritual combat of the desert � whether in Jesus or in me � is 

not mainly about physical hunger or bread � it is about the deep 

longing of the human heart that can be sa6sfied by God alone.�

St. Augus6ne perhaps put it the best when he prayed, “You have 

made us for yourself, O God, and our heart is restless un6l it 

rests in you.”�

Jesus allowed himself to go into the depths of human hunger and 

thirst � both physically and spiritually. He invites us to share in 

his experience: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness; for they will be sa6sfied.”�

Have you ever felt a thirst for God, and allowed yourself to abide 

in that longing? Or to seek and receive a taste of him, only to 

long for him even more?�

Even now, at a season in my life in which I understand the 

invita6on at a much deeper level, I s6ll no6ce myself avoiding it. 

Some6mes I numb out or keep myself distracted with lesser 

pleasures and lesser desires. Other 6mes I stay plunged into 

busyness or ac6vity; if I don’t let myself slow down, I won’t feel 

the ache. S6ll other 6mes I try to make things happen my own �

�

way � as though “geKng it right” will somehow bend the will of 

the living God.�

One of the benefits of being Catholic is also one of our greatest 

piLalls � we have thousands of prayers and devo6ons we can 

turn to. ODen, instead of slowing down and just being with God, 

we can easily pile on more prayers. We begin to think of holiness 

as a maEer of being strong enough, disciplined enough, or doing 

all the right things. In this posture, prayer becomes something 

we “do,” rather than 6me spent receiving, and the more we 

receive, allowing the desire of our heart to be expanded even 

more.�

Experiencing prayer as desire usually includes engaging with all 

our human facul6es � our thoughts, our imagina6on, our 

emo6ons, and even the very sensa6ons in our bodies. Again, 

Augus6ne describes the experience quite well, describing how all 

five of his human senses were transformed by his desire for and 

encounter with the living God:�

You called and cried out loud and sha�ered my deafness. You 

were radiant and resplendent, you put to flight my blindness. You 

were fragrant, and I drew in my breath and now pant a�er you. I 

tasted you, and I feel but hunger and thirst for you. You touched 

me, and I burn with desire to a�ain the peace which is yours.�

There are moments in which we have no doubt we have tasted 

and seen the goodness of the Lord. Yet we resist! Some6mes it 

feels safer to put surrogates in God’s place, predictable comforts 

that don’t involve wai6ng or trust or surrender. I find it helpful at 

6mes to pray slowly the opening words of Psalm 63, words 

deeply familiar to anyone who prays the Liturgy of the Hours. I 

like to emphasize the words “you” and “your” in each line to 

remember Him whom I truly desire:�

O God, you are my God, for you I long;�

For you my soul is thirs!ng.�

My body pines for you�

Like a dry, weary land without water.�

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary�

To see your strength and your glory.�

I am grateful for the experience of God awakening desire in my 

heart, even though it some6mes can be intense. It is good to long 

for the living God. Nor is it necessarily a bad thing that it took me 

a long 6me to experience a thawing of the desire he had placed 

in my heart. Scripture suggests that God waits un6l we are ready: 

“I adjure you, Daughters of Jerusalem, do not awaken or s6r up 

love un6l it is ready!”�

Hopefully, this Lent will be a season in which you and I can join 

with the Psalmist in praying, “My heart is ready, O God, my heart 

is ready!” (Psalm 57:7).�



Saint Mary and Saint Raymond of Peñafort Parishes�

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults�����������������������������������������������$0.00�

Teens/Children��������������������������������$0.00�

Offertory (Plate)������������������������������$0.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������������$0.00�

�

Capital Campaign ����������������������������$0.00�

Scrip�������������������������������������������������$0.00�

Thank you!�

St. Mary Parish News�

Job Opportuni�es �

Director of Music & Liturgy �

St. Mary & St. Raymond �

We are hiring a full�6me posi6on, here is 

the posi6on overview! To provide 

outstanding leadership and teambuilding 

in all areas of liturgical ministry, 

par6cularly sacred music� all with a view 

to leading disciples into deeper 

conversion and fellowship, while ensuring 

that the parishes’ liturgical celebra6ons 

are upliDing and deeply prayerful. If 

interested in applying, send résumé and 

cover leEer to Fr. Sakowski at 

frsakowski@gmail.com�

Check our SM or SR websites for the full descrip�on. �

S�. M���’� P����� S�����

�  smsrpastoralmin@gmail.com  �

Evangeliza�on & Faith Forma�on �

  �

    �  JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com �

Business & Finance�

�  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  �

P��� T��� C����� ����!�

Communica�on Coordinator�

  Ellen Hernandez   715�855�1294�

 �  smcommcoord@gmail.com �

Sacred Music Coordinator (SM & SR)�

  Tyler Andreae   �

     �  tja5300@gmail.com�

Marriage Prepara�on (SM & SR)�

   Kaylee Peikert  715�855�1294, x 142�

 �  Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com�

Pastoral Outreach (SM & SR)�

  Carla Kostka   715�225�7419�

 �  kostkacarla@gmail.com  �

Family Faith Forma�on (SM)�

  Maria Ricciardi   715�855�1294, x 106�

     �  FaithForma6onSM@gmail.com �

Maintenance (SM)�

   Charles Thurner   715�855�1294, x 141�

 �  Stmarymaintaltoona@gmail.com        �

St. Raymond Parish News�

St. Raymond’s Mary Statue �

Within the next few weeks our beau6ful 

statue of Mary will be gone for some 

minor repairs. The plan is to have her 

back by Easter along with Joseph and the 

child Jesus as a very nice Holy Family. 

How wonderful to have this addi6on 

added to our church in the Year of St. 

Joseph. �

Knights of Columbus  (SR)�

Interested in joining the Knights of 

Columbus??? Now through March 15th is 

your opportunity! Contact Andy at 715�

828�3625 or frenchy3625@yahoo.com 

for more informa6on! �

S�. R������’� P����� S�����

�

Parish Secretary (SR)�

  Carla Kostka 715�877�3400�

 �  straymondparish@gmail.com�

Family Faith Forma�on (SR)�

 �  macallaghan115@gmail.com�

Business & Finance (SR & SM)�

�  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  �

Maintenance (SR)�

  Robert Grzyb 715�492�9677�

 �  autobobs@outlook.com�

Communica�on Coordinator�

  Ellen Hernandez        �

  �  smcommcoord@gmail.com �

Sacred Music  (SM & SR)�

  Tyler Andreae   �

     �  tja3500@gmail.com  �

Marriage Prepara�on (SR & SM)�

  Kaylee Peikert  715�855�1294, x 142�

 �  Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com�

Pastoral Outreach (SR & SM)�

  Carla Kostka 715�225�7419�

 �  kostkacarla@gmail.com  �

Senior Priest In Residence (SR)�

  Fr. John Schultz  715�271�0018�

 �  schultzjohna@gmail.com�

St. Mary’s Stewardship: This Week �

Adults����������������������������������������$6,889.70�

Offertory (Plate)���������������������������$750.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������$7,639.70�

�

Diocesan Appeal Goal �

$39,460.00�

Received�������������������������������$28,270.00�

�

Thank you!�

�

S&''���� ( Y�&� C*&�+*�

Thank you to everyone who has con�nued 

to support our parishes through your 

weekly offering! We have had a good 

response even though we have not been 

in Church together! If you have ques�ons 

about how you can get your offering to 

Church, please feel free to call Bonnie 

Firkus at 715�533�0629.�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: This Week�

Adults���������������������������������������$5,489.00�

Offertory (Plate)��������������������������$155.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������$5,644.00�

�

Diocesan Appeal Goal �

$45,925.00�

Received������������������������������$22,,521.04�

�

Thank you!�

Part�6me Marriage Prep & Wedding 

Coordinator �

This is a part�6me posi6on, usually in-

volving Saturday weddings and Friday 

rehearsals, in addi6on to mee6ng with 

couples prior to the wedding. Interested 

candidates should send a résumé and 

cover leEer describing interest and expe-

rience with marriage ministry to Jacquel-

ine Van Hemert, Director of Evangeliza-

6on and Faith Forma6on, at Jacquel-

ineEVanHemert@gmail.com. Please in-

clude the subject line “Marriage Prep and 

Wedding Coordinator.”  �

Looking to Volunteer?�

If you’ve been looking for a way to get 

involved in the parish and if you enjoy 

working with technology, contact Jon 

Jones  to get involved with helping with 

livestreaming! �



Family Faith Forma-on �

What’s Happening �

� We look forward to seeing you on 

Sunday, March 7th for our next 

class!�  Our session will be on the 10 

Commandments. Kids will be learning in 

their classrooms about what it means to 

live in a safe environment and what to do 

if they feel unsafe.� See you then! �

Food Drive �

Bring those 

nonperishable 

items  that you 

have in your 

homes! 

Beginning February 27 through March 28, 

St. Raymond’s will be collec6ng food 

items to donate! Some Items that are 

most needed are; peanut buEer, jelly, 

cereal, and canned items with pop tops! 

Keep your eye out for a virtual  food 

drive! We will be providing a link where 

you can donate money if that is easier! 

Thank you! �

Gree6ngs Parish Family! Our next MSP 

(Ministry Scheduler Pro) schedule has 

been finalized, and begins on March 1st! 

Please use your MSP account to view 

your scheduled 6mes. Please note, we 

have quite a few open posi6ons 

throughout the various ministries. Please 

prayerfully consider volunteering for any 

of these openings as your qualifica6ons 

allow. You can do so by going to the 

schedule and simply clicking "volunteer 

now." If you have any ques6ons about 

your schedule or MSP account, please 

reach out to Tyler Andreae 

at� tja5300@gmail.com. Thank you for 

your ministry!�

Let us know if you want to be apart of 

any of these amazing ministries or have 

ques6ons on how to create an account!�

�

Lector �

EMHC�

Sacristan�

Server �

Usher�

Music�

Confession Ministry �

�

SM & SR Ministries �

Liturgy of the Hours�

Join us in praying Morning and Night 

prayer every Thursday of Lent! March, 

11, 18, & 25, April 1!  Check out the St. 

Mary or St. Raymond Facebook pages for 

the zoom link! �

Sta6ons of the Cross�

Join us at St. Mary for Sta6ons of the 

Cross at 7pm every Friday of Lent, and at 

St. Raymond at 5pm every Sunday of 

Lent! �

Lenten Opportuni-es �

Job Opportunity�

Part�6me Music Director  �

Check out the bulle6n board in the 

Narthex for more informa6on on 

qualifica6ons and responsibili6es! Submit 

a statement about the purpose of music 

ministry and résumé to 

immaculateconcep6onec@gmail.com�

Immaculate Concep-on �

Virtual Guided Preschool 

Tours �

Curious about kindergarten 

or know someone who is? 

Our elementary schools are 

hos�ng guided virtual tours 

for interested families!�

St. James Elementary School�

Tuesday, February 23  �

7 p.m.�

St. Mary's Elementary 

School�

Wednesday, February 24 �

7 p.m.�

Par�cipants will be able to 

see and interact with our 

school principals online as 

they share informa�on and 

answer your ques�ons. We 

also invite you to check out 

our new "Welcome to 

Kindergarten" web page to 

learn more about our great 

kindergarten classrooms.�

Regis News �
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Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

 

(715) 830-7444 
www.ATSservicecenter.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

EARN WHILE YOU 
LEARN 

Want help to be a great parent?
We’ll mentor & teach you AND you’ll receive 

diapers, formula, clothing & much more.
2600 Stein Blvd. Eau Claire 

(715) 834-5254 • applepcc.orgPREGNANCY CARE CENTER

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION 
TAX 

SERVICE
1122 Birch St., Eau Claire     715-832-1534 

New Client Discount $10

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Altoona Family  
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day 
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount 

• All American Homestyle Cooking
2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy  
Altoona, WI 54720 (715) 830-5000

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL
350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing 
24/7 Towing

Andraya Albrecht, Broker    
chasepropertyllc@gmail.com 

715-456-0320

Patrick Kroll Carpets  
CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS 

Installation & Sales
715-832-4223Contact Gary Stang • gstang@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5838

GKGK LAWN CARE 
• 715-828-3779 •

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783
www.muldoons.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!
Eau Claire & Altoona

Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802

www.hillcrestestates.net

Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona

715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

70% of people misusing prescription painkillers
get them from friends or relatives.  

Take as 
prescribed 

Lock 
up 

Don’t 
share

Dispose 
safely 

Find a disposal location
GetInvolvedASAP.org


