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April 10 through April 18�

Sat., Apr. 10� *4:00p� SM� Special Inten�on �

� � *6:00p� SR� Parishioners of SM & SR �

Sun., Apr. 11� *8:30a � SR� † JoAnne Ahlers�

� � *11:00a�SM� †Andrew Condinho�

(Misa en español)   �*1:00p� SM� Priest Inten�on  �

Mon., Apr. 12� ��� No Mass ����

Tue., Apr. 13� 8:00a� SR� Pete & Lisa Melrose �

Wed., Apr. 14� 8:00a� SM� † Jesse & Clara Keeler �

Thu., Apr. 15� 8:00a� SR� †Members of Klobucar Fam.�

Fri., Apr. 16� SM School� † Paul C & Clara Bauer�

Sat., Apr. 17� 4:00p� SM� †Robert & Joanne Manthey�

� � *6:00p� SR� †Chris�ne Weiss�

Sun., Apr. 18� *8:30a� SR� Alvera Michaelson�

� � *11:00a�SM� Stephen, Barbara, Jacob, & Ashley Chilson�

(Misa en español)   �*1:00p� SM� Parishioners of SM & SR �

*Incense�
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� Thursday� 7:00�9:00p� SR�

� Saturday � 10:00a�12:00p  � SM�

�
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� Tuesday � 5:00�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00�9:00p� SR�
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Reflec�ons from Fr. Sakowski �

Singing a New Song�

Sing a new song to the Lord! What do 

those words mean?�

O�en, it means that we need to move 

on from our “old songs” � which, if 

played out to their comple�on, only 

bring slavery and misery. Jesus desires 

to teach us a new song in the new and 

eternal covenant, sealed with his blood 

in his Passover victory.�

Consider the original Passover. It didn’t take the Israelites long 

in the desert to start pining for the fleshpots of Egypt, wishing 

they were back among familiar places and faces, forge(ng in 

their fantasizing just how awful it had been to be enslaved. 

They reached an ul�mate low point at the very moment when 

they danced around the golden calf they had created for 

themselves � right at the moment God was offering them a 

covenant.�

Such sins do not come out of nowhere. They are the 

culmina�on of singing “old songs,” the melodies of which 

sweep us along toward old solu�ons to old problems. The 

farther along we are in our old song, the harder it is to stop. 

We feel an irresis�ble urge to resolve the melody.�

It is so helpful to reflect kindly and curiously upon our 

experiences � even our darkest moments of sin. In our shame, 

we tend to avoid telling the full truth of our behaviors. Sadly, 

in that avoidance, we also miss out on the chance to learn 

valuable lessons and grow.�

The truth is that our unholy moments of ac�ng out are 

preceded by unholy rituals that func�on much like the 

melodies of an old song � o�en a song that we learned 

decades ago. If we are paying a0en�on, we will no�ce that we 

feel a certain way; that we have certain images running 

through our head; that our bodies experience certain 

sensa�ons. Typically, some level of fantasizing is involved. Our 

deep desires get hijacked, and some promised pleasure begins 

arousing us. There is sexual arousal for some, but arousal can 

be ac�vated in any number of fantasies: food, alcohol, drugs, 

gambling, shopping, envy, anger, rage, or revenge. In each 

case, as the an�cipatory arousal grows, so does our urge to 

finish the song.�

Singing a new song means calling on the newness of Jesus as 

we reclaim the things the Lord has made: desire, arousal, 

connec�on, in�macy, union, delight, and joy. Every one of us 

is created by God to have these experiences � yes, even those 

of us who have freely renounced marriage and sexuality for 

the sake of the Kingdom. Consider Francis of Assisi, a man 

known for his poverty and chas�ty, and how intensely he 

delighted in the beauty of God’s crea�on. It is actually lust and 

greed and other counterfeit desires that undermine authen�c 

desire and delight. It was precisely Francis’ open hands and 

open heart, his renuncia�on of lust and greed, that opened 

his heart up to the deep delight brought by praise of the God 

who delights in giving good gi�s to his beloved children.�

Psalm 149 tells us that singing a new song means joining in 

communion with the rest of God’s assembly � no longer 

isola�ng or hiding, no longer secretly stealing our pleasures 

when we think no one is looking. It means rejoicing in God as 

our King and allowing ourselves to feel deeply the delight he 

takes in us. It means true rest with the L;<=, learning just to 

be, basking in the delight he takes in us.�

It also means binding up God’s enemies in chains and fe0ers 

of iron. Many of us have been bound up by chains for much of 

our lives. The evil one a0acks early and o�en, seducing us into 

unholy agreements, en�cing us to believe lies about ourselves 

or about God. These lies become cords that bind us, not to 

men�on chords that keep us trapped in the same miserable 

old song that brings the same miserable old outcome. I know 

some of my own “chords” in that regard: I must hide my true 

self. I must not be weak or fail. I must never ask for help. I 

must never depend on others. If I keep playing these chords, 

the song won’t end well. I need Jesus to enter in with his 

newness and transform the song.�

Perhaps some of the old chords served us well for a �me, but 

the song needs a change of key. Each of us have our own self�

created solu�ons in our a0empt try to make our pain go 

away, or try to fill the empty places of our heart, or a0empt to 

resolve our inner conflict. Unaided and unprotected by others, 

some�mes it was the only viable way to survive. Indeed, some 

of us have survived truly hellish situa�ons, and the things 

people do to survive don’t always make for glamorous 

moments in the story. The saddest part about survival stories 

is o�en a�er the rescue comes. One of the hardest thing for 

survivors to do is to internalize the truth that they are now 

free to live a full life � they don’t have to live in their joyless 

survival methods anymore.�

Again, Psalm 149 offers the basics of the new chords needed: 

Connect with others in God’s assembly in joyful communion. 

Receive and give love together with them as we open our 

hearts in praise of the living God. Receive joyfully the truth 

that he delights in us (no ma0er what we have done), he 

rescues us, and he desires us to rest in him and delight in him. 

Bind up any and all evil spirits who would dare a0empt to 

interrupt this amazing new song that Jesus brings.�

God has ordained it so. This honor is for all his faithful.�



Saint Mary and Saint Raymond of Peñafort Parishes�

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults�����������������������������������������������$0.00�

Teens/Children��������������������������������$0.00�

Offertory (Plate)������������������������������$0.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������������$0.00�

St. Mary Parish News�

Part��me Marriage Prep & Wedding 

Coordinator �

This is a part�
me posi
on, usually 

involving Saturday weddings and Friday 

rehearsals, in addi
on to mee
ng with 

couples prior to the wedding. Interested 

candidates should send a résumé and cover 

le�er describing interest and experience 

with marriage ministry to Jacqueline Van 

Hemert, Director of Evangeliza
on and 

Faith Forma
on, at 

JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com. Please 

include the subject line “Marriage Prep and 

Wedding Coordinator.”  �

St. Mary’s PCCW �

SM PCCW is having their Low Sunday 

Collec
on this weekend of April 11 a4er 

each Mass. All money collected will be sent 

to LaCrosse Diocesan Council of Catholic 

Women. Thank you for your generosity! �

S�. M���’� P����� S�����

�  smsrpastoralmin@gmail.com  �

Evangeliza�on & Faith Forma�on �

  �

    �  JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com �

Business & Finance�

�  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  �

Music & Liturgy �

  Tyler Andreae   �

     �  tja5300@gmail.com�

P��� T��� C���!��������

Communica�on Coordinator�

  Ellen Hernandez   715�855�1294�

 �  smcommcoord@gmail.com �

Marriage Prepara�on (SM & SR)�

   Kaylee Peikert  715�855�1294, x 142�

 �  Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com�

Pastoral Outreach (SM & SR)�

  Carla Kostka   715�225�7419�

 �  kostkacarla@gmail.com  �

Family Faith Forma�on (SM)�

  Maria Ricciardi   715�855�1294, x 106�

     �  FaithForma�onSM@gmail.com �

Maintenance (SM)�

   Charles Thurner   715�855�1294, x 141�

 �  Stmarymaintaltoona@gmail.com        �

St. Mary Parish News �

S�. R������’� P����� S�����

�

Parish Secretary (SR)�

  Carla Kostka 715�877�3400�

 �  straymondparish@gmail.com�

Family Faith Forma�on (SR)�

 �  macallaghan115@gmail.com�

Business & Finance (SR & SM)�

�  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  �

Maintenance (SR)�

  Robert Grzyb 715�492�9677�

 �  autobobs@outlook.com�

Communica�on Coordinator�

  Ellen Hernandez        �

  �  smcommcoord@gmail.com �

Sacred Music  (SM & SR)�

  Tyler Andreae   �

     �  tja3500@gmail.com  �

Marriage Prepara�on (SR & SM)�

  Kaylee Peikert  715�855�1294, x 142�

 �  Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com�

Pastoral Outreach (SR & SM)�

  Carla Kostka 715�225�7419�

 �  kostkacarla@gmail.com  �

Senior Priest In Residence (SR)�

  Fr. John Schultz  715�271�0018�

 �  schultzjohna@gmail.com�

St. Mary’s Elementary School�

St. Mary’s Stewardship: This Week �

Adults����������������������������������������$4,373.30�

Offertory (Plate)���������������������������$652.00�

Easter & Holy Thurs�������������������$2,692.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������$7,717.30�

�

Diocesan Appeal Goal �

$39,460.00�

Received����������������������������������������$28,510.00�

Thank you!�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: This Week�

Adults���������������������������������������$2,639.00�

Offertory (Plate)��������������������������$161.00�

Easter & Holy Thurs������������������$2,240.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������$5,040.00�

�

Diocesan Appeal Goal �

$45,925.00�

Received����������������������������������������$22,843.04�

Thank you!�

With early enrollment ending soon, we want to 

remind you that the enrollment fee increases to 

$150 on April 12. Our 4K and first through fourth 

grade classes are near or at our an"cipated capacity 

for the 2021�2022 school year. If you have not 

already registered, we encourage you to complete 

the process soon in order to reserve your child

(ren)'s spot(s) for next year. If you have completed 

the enrollment form but have not received an 

Enrollment Confirma"on email, please reach out to 

our enrollment coordinator (715) 830�2273 ext. 

1400 to determine what steps need to be taken to 

complete your registra"on. �

Looking to Volunteer?�

If you enjoy working behind�the�scenes & 

looking to get involved at St. Mary's in a 

meaningful way, contact Maria Ricciardi 

to learn about how you can help with 

Family Faith Forma�on! Just a few short 

hours can make a huge impact.�

�

Marriage Blessings �

We are happy to announce that Marriage 

Blessings are back! They will be given the 

2nd Sunday each month at each parish, 

please sign up in the parish office if your 

anniversary is next month and you would 

like to receive a blessing! �

�

Lost & Found items at St. Mary �

Lost and Found items will be taken to 

Goodwill by April 10. Please check if you 

have any items (dishes, bags, eye glasses, 

etc) before these are gone. �

Rosary�

We are praying the Rosary before Mass 

every weekend star�ng this weekend, we 

currently only have volunteers to lead 

before the 11AM Mass, if you would like 

to help lead for either Mass, but 

especially the 4PM Mass, please contact 

Jon Jones. �

SM & SR EMHCs�

What does EMHC stand for you ask??? It 

stands for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion! Praise God that we have 

been able to begin taking Communion to 

some of our homebound parishioners. If 

you are interested in joining this ministry, 

please contact our Pastoral Outreach 

Coordinator, Carla Kostka, at 

kostkacarla@gmail.com �



Diocese �

Food Drive �

St. Mary and St. Raymond are joining 

together to coordinate a Virtual Food 

Drive. To donate money, check out the 

link below! The Virtual Food Drive will 

end April 11! Thank you so much! �

�

h/ps://give.fmpfoodbank.org/

parishfooddrive �

Knights of Columbus �

For updates from the KOC, call St. 

Raymond Parish (715�877�3400) and push 

“3” to reach the KOC mailbox. There you 

will hear the latest news and mee+ng 

informa+on.�

�

The KCs will be having a pancake 

breakfast following the 8:30am Mass next 

weekend April 18. �

St. Raymond Parish News �

Parish Council�

Newest approved minutes are posted to 

the bulle�n board in the narthex/

gathering space and uploaded to the 

website. �

�

Thank you�

A shout out to Julie, who decorated the 

Church here at St. Raymond for Easter! 

Thank you for sharing this giM with us! �

U.S. Bishops’ Ac�on Alerts opposing ERA 

and “Equality Act” �

The U.S. Bishops ask the faithful to voice 

their opposi�on to a renewed aOempt to 

ra�fy the decep�vely named Equal Rights 

Amendment, as well as to speak out 

against the more recent, similarly named 

Equality Act, both of which threaten the 

true dignity of women and the lives of 

unborn children. They would also 

discriminate against the work of faith�

based organiza�ons. For more 

informa�on and to make your voice 

heard, visit www.votervoice.net/USCCB/

home. �

�

Theology of the Body�

Today’s middle and high school students 

face new pressure. Social networking and 

the whole gamut of virtual reality 

present new horizons of connec�vity yet 

oMen without real engagement, adding 

to the hard task of adolescents finding 

their iden�ty. We need a message of 

hope that is more powerful than the 

gliOer of society’s offerings. This is what 

Pope St. John Paul II’s Theology of the 

Body provides, for it resonates with the 

deepest desires of the heart. Parents, 

join us virtually on Saturday, June 5th to 

hear an overview of the Theology of the 

Body so that you can “walk with” your 

son or daughter as they receive 

forma�on in Middle School and High 

School. Visit diolc.org/tob for further 

details and to register for $10. �

Heroic Men Website �

If you haven't done so, check out the 

Heroic Men website here, and let the 

Catholic men in your parish know about 

this great site. It is a 100% free Catholic 

streaming plaTorm designed especially 

for men who want to discover (or re�

discover) the truth, beauty and goodness 

of the Catholic faith. Offering more than 

100 feature�length films, TV shows, 

documentaries and short films, Heroic 

Men seeks to source the best Catholic 

media available and bring it all to you, all 

in one place. hOps://heroicmen.com�

Courage / EnCourage: �

Are you or a loved one experiencing same�

sex a�rac
on and looking for answers? 

Courage is a ministry dedicated to the 

spiritual needs of persons with same�sex 

a�rac
on. EnCourage is a ministry 

dedicated to the spiritual needs of parents, 

siblings, children, and other rela
ves and 

friends of persons who deal with same�sex 

a�rac
ons. If you are interested in being 

part of a Courage Chapter, or an EnCourage 

Chapter, please contact Ann Lankford, 

Office for Catechesis and Evangeliza
on, 

Diocese of La Crosse. 608�791�2658 or 

alankford@diolc.org Resources can be 

found here: www.couragerc.org �

Family Life and Men of the Cross �

Facebook Pages �

The diocese has combined their “Marriage 

and Family Life” and “Youth and Young 

Adult Ministry” Facebook pages into one 

page called “Diocese of La Crosse Family 

Life”. Also, there is a Facebook page for the 

men of the diocese called “Men of the 

Cross”. �

COVID�19 Vaccine�

U.S. Bishops cite ethical problem with 

Johnson & Johnson COVID�19 Vaccine 

The U.S. Bishops, ci�ng the Va�can 

Congrega�on for the Doctrine of the 

Faith, have judged that, if one can choose 

among equally safe and effec�ve COVID�

19 vaccines, the vaccine with the least 

connec�on to abor�on�derived cell lines 

should be chosen. While the vaccines 

from Pfizer and Moderna did use an 

abor�on�derived cell line for tes�ng, they 

did not use the problema�c cell line in 

their vaccine development and 

produc�on. By contrast, the Johnson & 

Johnson vaccine was developed, tested 

and produced with abor�on�derived cell 

lines, raising addi�onal moral concerns. 

Therefore, if one has the ability to choose 

a vaccine, Pfizer or Moderna’s vaccines 

should be chosen over Johnson & 

Johnson’s. Sadly, when it comes to a 

number of vital vaccines � such as the 

one for Rubella � there is no other choice 

than either to make use of a tainted 

vaccine or to forgo vaccina�on 

altogether. For a broader discussion, visit 

www.diolc.org/respect�life and click on 

the tab for “COVID Vaccines�Ethics.”�

�

�
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Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

 

(715) 830-7444 
www.ATSservicecenter.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

EARN WHILE YOU 
LEARN 

Want help to be a great parent?
We’ll mentor & teach you AND you’ll receive 

diapers, formula, clothing & much more.
2600 Stein Blvd. Eau Claire 

(715) 834-5254 • applepcc.orgPREGNANCY CARE CENTER

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION 
TAX 

SERVICE
1122 Birch St., Eau Claire     715-832-1534 

New Client Discount $10

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Altoona Family  
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day 
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount 

• All American Homestyle Cooking
2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy  
Altoona, WI 54720 (715) 830-5000

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL
350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing 
24/7 Towing

Andraya Albrecht, Broker    
chasepropertyllc@gmail.com 

715-456-0320

Patrick Kroll Carpets  
CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS 

Installation & Sales
715-832-4223Contact Kena Owen • kowen@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5876

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783
www.muldoons.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!
Eau Claire & Altoona

Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802

www.hillcrestestates.net

Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona

715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

70% of people misusing prescription painkillers
get them from friends or relatives.  

Take as 
prescribed 

Lock 
up 

Don’t 
share

Dispose 
safely 

Find a disposal location
GetInvolvedASAP.org


