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May 8 through May 16�

Sat., May 8� 4:00p� SM� Robert & Joan Manthey�

� � 6:00p� SR� Parishioners of SM & SR �

Sun., May 9� 8:30a � SR� All Mother’s of the Parish �

� � 11:00a� SM� †William & Marie Gallagher�

(Misa en español)   �1:00p� SM� Priest Inten,on �

Mon., May 10� ��� No Mass ����

Tue., May 11� 8:00a� SR� † Don Ida�

Wed., May 12� 8:00a� SM� †Timothy Kilmisch�

Thu., May 13� 8:00a� SR� Toni Peterson �

Fri., May 14� SM School� John Weiss Jr.�

Sat., May 15� 4:00p� SM� Robert & Joanne Manthey �

� � 6:00p� SR� † Gerald Haas�

Sun., May 16� *8:30a� SR� † Deceased PCCW Members�

� � *11:00a�SM� † John & Arlene Weber�

(Misa en español)   �*1:00p� SM� Parishioners of SM & SR �

*Incense�
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� Thursday� 7:00�9:00p� SR�

� Saturday � 10:00a�12:00p  � SM�

�
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� Tuesday � 5:00�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00�9:00p� SR�

�
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Reflec�ons from Fr. Sakowski�

Learning to Saunter�

�

Have you ever had that experience of 

always assuming you knew what a word 

meant, only to discover that it actually 

bears quite a different meaning? �

I had one of those moments with the 

word “saunter.” I had encountered it 

o"en in books, usually with the same 

phraseology: “He sauntered in.”  To me, in context, it always 

felt synonymous with “stru%ed,” and I never bothered to look 

the word up.�

But one day I was on vaca'on, a guest at the home of friends, 

and I was reading one of those life�coaching plaques in their 

home (I’ll leave it to your imagina'on to guess which room of 

the house it was in).   The plaque gave dozens of 'dbits of 

advice for joyful living.�

One of those sage counsels was “Saunter aimlessly.” It didn’t 

seem to fit with the rest of the phrases on the plaque. “Strut 

aimlessly”??  I suddenly found myself hearing the admoni'on 

of Inigo Montoya, “You keep using that word � I do not think it 

means what you think it means…”�

So I got out my dic'onary. Actually, let’s be honest � I got out 

my smart phone, which is ironic, because the smart phone is 

quite possibly one of the greatest disrupters of sauntering in 

all of human existence.  But it gets the job done as a 

dic'onary. The scales fell from my eyes as I read the 

following:�

�

saun·ter�

/ˈsôn(t)ər/�

verb�

walk in a slow, relaxed manner, without hurry or effort.�

�

It was so much more than an “aha!” moment. It was one of 

those divine taps on the shoulder. Perhaps I had 

misunderstood this vocabulary word all my life because I am 

not so skilled at sauntering.�

Well actually, that’s not true. Deep down, my heart LOVES to 

saunter. Have you seen those Family Circus installments that 

trace li%le Billy’s meanderings with a do%ed line? I definitely 

have a li%le child inside that absolutely loves to saunter � to 

explore the nooks and crannies of God’s crea'on in a spirit of 

curiosity, awe, and adventure. But many other parts of me 

rise up to squelch those childlike moments.�

My workaholic and perfec'onis'c tendencies don’t tend to 

leave space for li%le Derek to saunter. I experience restless 

urges within me � an urge to “get caught up,” and urge to be 

constantly produc've, and an urge to meet the impossible 

expecta'ons of others. My inner cri'c warns me that there is 

no 'me for such childish pursuits. If I stop to smell the roses, 

an inner alarm goes off, warning me to move on to the next �

�

thing or raising my internal level of guilt about being selfish or 

lazy.�

In truth, we cannot live as humans without sauntering 

some'mes. Our ul'mate purpose in life is to abide with the 

L>?@ forever. Each one of us carries deep within us a yearning 

for rest. If we do not honor that yearning, it will find ways to 

express itself � o"en in fruitless fantasies or mindless escapes 

that do not actually refresh us.�

Desiring our happiness and wellbeing, God commands us to 

engage in Sabbath rest. He rests on the seventh day and 

invites us to par'cipate in his rest. Easier said than done!�

I remember the summer of 1995, at the end of my freshman 

year of college. I felt a convic'on that, as a student, my labor 

was academic � which means observing Sunday as a day of 

rest from my studies. I made the decision not to do homework 

on the L>?@’s Day. I thought it would be incredibly hard to 

“get my work done” without u'lizing Sunday. I was wrong 

there. Those adjustments proved easy to make, and helped 

me be more inten'onal about my 'me the rest of the week. 

There was no challenge academically. Rather, what surprised 

me was how exceedingly challenging it proved to spend the 

newly found 'me on Sunday in real rest and rejuvena'on. I 

found my heart restless as it tried to indulge in various kinds 

of entertainment or pleasure.  My prayer felt sca%ered and 

distracted. It surprised me that rest could be so hard!�

I think “sauntering” can be even harder for me, because 

sauntering s'll includes a certain sense of movement and 

purpose, albeit in a more carefree manner.  I tend to set 

myself up with impossible tasks and then always feel in a 

hurry, always under stress. I walk fast. I drive fast. I plow 

through tasks. I am disciplined and driven. In that setup, there 

is li%le permission to move at a slower pace, to welcome 

interrup'ons, to wonder at and delight in the amazing beauty 

that surrounds around me.�

These moments of sauntering, pu%ering, or meandering are 

so essen'al for me to feel safe, to be open and recep've, to 

no'ce and to care, to be in awe and to wonder, to learn, to 

grow, to be generous, to appreciate, to be grateful, to affirm 

and encourage others, and to praise God. I am so much less 

human if I do not allow space for sauntering in my life.�

Thankfully there are those moments when beauty breaks 

through anyway, and then I have a choice to make. Will I rush 

on to the next thing and miss an opportunity to abide with the 

one who loves me so much? Or will I be kind to myself, 

allowing myself to take in the goodness, to savor it, to delight 

in it, and to praise the God who gives such good gi"s? Jesus, 

teach me to “saunter aimlessly” and be at peace when I do so!�



Saint Mary and Saint Raymond of Peñafort Parishes�

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults�����������������������������������������������$0.00�

Teens/Children��������������������������������$0.00�

Offertory (Plate)������������������������������$0.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������������$0.00�

St. Mary Parish News�

S�. M���’� P����� S�����

�  smsrpastoralmin@gmail.com  �

Evangeliza�on & Faith Forma�on �

  �

    �  JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com �

Business & Finance�

�  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  �

Music & Liturgy �

  Tyler Andreae   715�820�2613�

     �  tja5300@gmail.com�

P��� T��� C���!��������

Communica�on Coordinator�

  Ellen Hernandez   715�855�1294�

 �  smcommcoord@gmail.com �

Marriage Prepara�on (SM & SR)�

   Kaylee Peikert  715�855�1294, x 142�

 �  Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com�

Pastoral Outreach (SM & SR)�

  Carla Kostka   715�225�7419�

 �  kostkacarla@gmail.com  �

Family Faith Forma�on (SM)�

  Maria Ricciardi   715�855�1294, x 106�

     �  FaithForma,onSM@gmail.com �

Maintenance (SM)�

   Charles Thurner   715�855�1294, x 141�

 �  Stmarymaintaltoona@gmail.com        �

S�. R�� !"#’� P����� S�����

�

Parish Secretary (SR)�

  Shelli Julson 715�877�3400�

 �  straymondparish@gmail.com�

Family Faith Forma�on (SR)�

 �  macallaghan115@gmail.com�

Business & Finance (SR & SM)�

�  bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com  �

Maintenance (SR)�

  Robert Grzyb 715�492�9677�

 �  autobobs@outlook.com�

Communica�on Coordinator�

  Ellen Hernandez        �

  �  smcommcoord@gmail.com �

Sacred Music  (SM & SR)�

  Tyler Andreae  715�820�2613�

     �  tja3500@gmail.com  �

Marriage Prepara�on (SR & SM)�

  Kaylee Peikert  715�855�1294, x 142�

 �  Kaylee.Peikert@gmail.com�

Pastoral Outreach (SR & SM)�

  Carla Kostka 715�225�7419�

 �  kostkacarla@gmail.com  �

Senior Priest In Residence (SR)�

  Fr. John Schultz  715�271�0018�

 �  schultzjohna@gmail.com�

St. Mary’s Stewardship: This Week �

Adults����������������������������������������$2,740.00�

Offertory (Plate)���������������������������$347.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������$3,087.00�

�

Diocesan Appeal Goal �

$39,460.00�

Received����������������������������������$28,510.00�

Thank you!�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: This Week�

Adults���������������������������������������$3,076.00�

Offertory (Plate)����������������������������$81.00�

Holy Day��������������������������������������$110.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������$3,267.00�

�

Diocesan Appeal Goal �

$45,925.00�

Received���������������������������������$22,843.04�

Marriage Blessing �

St. Mary’s Elementary School�

Are you considering providing your �

child(ren) with a Catholic Educa.on for 

the year of 2021�2022?�

�

St. Mary’s Elementary School is now 

enrolling students from three�year�old 

preschool through fiHh grade! Financial 

assistance is available, making Catholic 

educa,on more affordable. Please 

contact Carisa Smiskey (715) 830�2278 to 

learn more! �

Marriage blessing to be given this 

weekend. Sign up if your anniversary is 

next month and you would like to receive 

a blessing. �

SM & SR EMHCs�

Part��me Marriage Prep & Wedding 

Coordinator �

This is a part�
me posi
on, usually involving 

Saturday weddings and Friday rehearsals, in 

addi
on to mee
ng with couples prior to the 

wedding. Interested candidates should send 

a résumé and cover le�er describing interest 

and experience with marriage ministry to 

Jacqueline Van Hemert, Director of 

Evangeliza
on and Faith Forma
on, at 

JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com. Please 

include the subject line “Marriage Prep and 

Wedding Coordinator.”  �

�

Looking to Volunteer?�

If you enjoy working behind�the�scenes & 

looking to get involved at St. Mary's in a 

meaningful way, contact Maria Ricciardi to 

learn about how you can help with Family 

Faith Forma
on! Just a few short hours can 

make a huge impact.�

WANT TO USE YOUR VOICE FOR THE 

CHURCH AND INSPIRE PEOPLE TO 

FOLLOW CHRIST?�

St. Mary’s and St. Raymond’s Parishes are 

currently hiring candidates for part�,me 

Communica,on Coordinator. This 

posi,on serves an important role by 

keeping everyone well�informed of parish 

events and helps foster a culture of 

evangeliza,on. Interested candidates 

should send a résumé and cover leKer 

describing your interest in and 

experience with communica,on, 

journalism, and/or marke,ng to Jon 

Jones, Director of Pastoral Ministry, 

at� smsrpastoralmin@gmail.com.�

Please include the subject line 

“Applica.on: Communica.on 

Coordinator.”�

For more informa,on see the Parish 

websites  �

What does EMHC stand for you ask???�

It stands for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion! Praise God that we have been 

able to begin taking Communion to some of 

our homebound parishioners. If you are 

interested in joining this ministry, please 

contact our Pastoral Outreach Coordinator, 

Carla Kostka, at kostkacarla@gmail.com �



Knights of Columbus �

For updates from the KOC, call St. 

Raymond Parish (715�877�3400) and push 

“3” to reach the KOC mailbox. There you 

will hear the latest news and mee+ng 

informa+on.�

Parish Council SM & SR �

Our next Pastoral Council Mee,ng will be 

this week on May 11. Please pray for our 

Council members as they gather to 

discuss the state of our parish and 

consult with our Pastor. If you have 

something you wish to discuss with a 

Council member, see the roster posted 

on the bulle,n board in the narthex. �

Eau Claire Catholic Women's Club�

On May 17th the Eau Claire Catholic 

Women's Club will hold their Spring 

Banquet at The Eagles� Club. Social hour 

will begin at 5:00pm with dinner served 

at 6:00pm.�  The menu includes salad, 

rolls, chicken cordon bleu, baby reds, 

broccoli spears, apple� crisp with ice 

cream and coffee. The total cost is $25 

and payment should be sent to Judy St. 

Arnault by May 8th. Following dinner we 

will conduct the installa,on of new board 

members. If you have any ques,ons 

contact Renee Liming (715) 379�6782.�

Parish & Community �

MOTHER'S DAY ROSE SALE�

The Eau Claire County Chapter of 

Wisconsin Right to Life is holding its 

annual Rose Sale aHer the Masses on 

Mother’s Day weekend. The beauty and 

delicacy of the rose reminds us of the 

dignity of each human life; its red color 

and thorns reminds us of the untold lives 

lost to abor,on. Please consider 

purchasing a rose for the special woman 

in your life or in memory of that special 

person. Suggested dona,on: $3 each or 

two for $5. Because of Covid, we will not 

be able to make change, so please bring 

the correct amount for dona.on.�

St. Mary�

St. Raymond Parish News�

Community �

The Right to Life Baby BoBle Campaign �

Will begin on Mother’s Day May 9th! 

BoKles will be distributed that day for 

you to take home and fill! Then you 

return them on Father’s Day June 20th 

with your change collected! �

Please consider par,cipa,ng to support 

your local Right to Life Organiza,on as 

they promote and fight for life at 

concep,on to natural death! Thank you 

for your support!�

Scripture Study �

St. Raymond’s Scripture Study will be 

next Sunday May 15th, aHer 8:30am 

Mass. Everyone in the parish is welcome 

and encouraged to come. Please bring 

along your Bible. There will be coffee and 

donuts served in the parish hall aHer 

Mass. Come visit with fellow parishioners 

and explore how God is speaking to you 

through scripture. �



First Communion �

Congratula
ons once again to 

our First Communicants this 

past Weekend! �
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Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

 

(715) 830-7444 
www.ATSservicecenter.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION 
TAX 

SERVICE
1122 Birch St., Eau Claire     715-832-1534 

New Client Discount $10

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Altoona Family  
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day 
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount 

• All American Homestyle Cooking
2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy  
Altoona, WI 54720 (715) 830-5000

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL
350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing 
24/7 Towing

Andraya Albrecht, Broker    
chasepropertyllc@gmail.com 

715-456-0320

Patrick Kroll Carpets  
CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS 

Installation & Sales
715-832-4223

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783
www.muldoons.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!
Eau Claire & Altoona

Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802

www.hillcrestestates.net

Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona

715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

70% of people misusing prescription painkillers
get them from friends or relatives.  

Take as 
prescribed 

Lock 
up 

Don’t 
share

Dispose 
safely 

Find a disposal location
GetInvolvedASAP.org

Compliments of

PremiumLawnService.com

Contact Kena Owen 
to place an ad today!

kowen@4LPi.com 
or (800) 950-9952 x5876


