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May 22 through May 30
Sat., May 22
4:00p SM
John & Alice Bauer




50th Wedding Anniversary


*6:00p  SR
† Teresa Thorson
Sun., May 23
*8:30a  SR
† Don Ida


*11:00aSM
† Helen Duﬀenbach
(Misa en español)  *1:00p SM
Parishioners of SM & SR
Mon., May 24 ²²² No Mass ²²²
Tue., May 25
8:00a SR
† Rogern Haas
Wed., May 26 8:00a SM
† Frances & Kathy Darby
Thu., May 27
8:00a SR
† Kay Nix
Fri., May 28
SM School
† O6o & Ruth Hein
Sat., May 29
4:00p SM
BJ Wogernese


6:00p SR
† Becky Eckman
Sun., May 30
8:30a SR
Parishioners of SM & SR 


11:00a SM
Family Faith Forma;on
(Misa en español) 1:00p SM
Priest Inten;on 


*Will have Incense
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Thursday
Saturday 

7:00pʹ9:00p
SR
10:00aʹ12:00p  SM
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Tuesday 
Thursday 

5:00pʹ9:00p 
5:00pͲͲ9:00p



Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Peter Kieﬀer
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frpeterkr@gmail.com

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ0161
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
The Cloak of Bar maeus


The cloak of Bar maeus is a curious
detail in Mark 10:46Ͳ52. The blind man
throws it aside as he springs up and
rushes to Jesus. He never goes back to
retrieve his cloak. Healed of his
blindness, he joins with Jesus and his
disciples as they leave town.


Why does Mark even bother to men on it? Li+le details like
these ma+er ʹ especially when reading the shortest of the four
Gospels. Mark men ons the cloak because he is trying to teach
us something.


“Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me!”


It is intriguing that Bar maeus cries out “have mercy on me!” ʹ
in Greek, eleison me ʹ echoing the liturgical chant Kyrie Eleison
that we pray every Mass. It is interes ng that many Bible
transla ons prefer to say “have pity on me” ʹ which isn’t
en rely wrong, but tends to reduce this story to a simple
physical healing of a blind man. Rather, Bar maeus’ blindness
is far more comprehensive than a physical blindness, and his
healing is far more comprehensive than regaining physical
sight. Whatever the cause of Bar maeus’ physical blindness
may have been, Mark wants us to know that this man was
deeply wounded by sin and its eﬀects.


He is a beggar in Jericho, a city readily associated with sin in
both the Old and New Testament.
And the cloak of Bar maeus is so much more than a cloak. It
represents a way of life for him ʹ how he had learned to cope
and survive in an existence devoid of in macy, connec on,
kindness, or care. He was a beggar, yes, but (one can easily
imagine) a highly manipula ve and cunning beggar who knew
how to take advantage of people and get what he wanted
without making any actual connec ons or commitments.


Instead of real rela onships, Bar maeus had his cloak. It kept
him warm ʹ warm enough anyway. It wasn’t the warmth of
hearth and home, but it was enough to survive and endure.
More importantly, he could hide himself in his cloak, staying
isolated physically, emo onally, and spiritually. I imagine that,
most of the me, he did not want to be seen. Whatever scraps
of pleasure he could manage to carve out for himself, he could
then indulge in secretly. His cloak was perhaps the closest thing
he had to a friend. His life was not one that knew much by way
of nurture or soothing. In his cloak, he managed to ﬁnd ﬂee ng
moments of comfort and safety. I can only imagine, over me,
how dilapidated and disgus ng his cloak became. But up to
that day, it had been his most loyal companion. How many
mes had other people betrayed him or harmed him, rejected
him or abandoned him? His cloak would not do that! It was
predictable, even if it was only a surrogate ʹ even if it was
providing less and less authen c comfort or warmth.




How astounding it is that Bar maeus cries out ʹ repeatedly ʹ
“Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me!!” He makes himself so
vulnerable. He risks more mocking and rejec on. Apparently
he had decided that he had nothing more to lose. He was ready
to risk it all.


It is even more remarkable to me that he leaves his cloak
behind ʹ even before Jesus heals him. He recognizes that the
cloak ʹ his loyal and faithful companion ʹ is actually an obstacle
to real connec on. It has hindered him from receiving and will
con nue doing so if he doesn’t change his ways. More
importantly, such intense and deep desire is welling up in his
heart that it overcomes his “se+ling” for survival. He wants to
be well. He intuits that Jesus can give him more. No doubt, he
also hears the whispers of his cloak ʹ warning him that he is
making a fool of himself, gently en cing him to hide himself
away once again and return to the safety of selfͲprotec on. But
desire wins the day. Bar maeus not only cries out all the
louder; he actually casts aside his cloak and runs up to Jesus.
He wants to see. Jesus heals him. He begins following Jesus.


If you are like me, I imagine that you can relate to the cloak of
Bar maeus! Like Adam and Eve with their ﬁg leaves, it
some mes feels safer to isolate and selfͲprotect rather than to
surrender ourselves totally into the hands of the living God.


The invita on to Adam and Eve, the invita on to Bar maeus,
and the invita on to you and me is the same invita on
captured beau fully in the ero c love poetry of the Song of
Songs 5. The bride has cast oﬀ her cloak and pursues in macy
with her beloved. She will not put her cloak back on when he is
invi ng her to be one ﬂesh with him! These images of
vulnerability and in macy are mere foretastes of the ul mate
invita on God oﬀers to each of us in Jesus. He desires to heal
every rupture and restore true in macy and eternal
communion with him and with each other, in a way that will
sa sfy every ache and longing of our hearts.


What does your cloak look like? Where in your life do you ﬁnd
yourself hiding or isola ng, pulling away from rela onships, or
preferring the predictable comfort and safety of selfͲsoothing
or selfͲprotec on? How do you feel about cas ng aside your
cloak and running vulnerably to Jesus? Do you want to be well?
Do you trust that the healing, love, and communion oﬀered by
Jesus will be enough?


Perhaps we need me to grapple with these ques ons. The
Lord honors our freedom, and does not arouse our desire un l
we are ready (cf. Song of Songs 8:4). When we are ready, we
can cast aside our cloak and run to the bridegroom.

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93
Eau Claire

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL

350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409
MP#232816
Fax# 715-834-9039

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Compliments of

Maureen
Anderson
Director

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME

Piltz Glass & Mirror

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS
* Glass tabletops
* Mirrors cut to size
* Storm window and screen repair
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures
* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings

715-286-2222

PremiumLawnService.com

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Trenton Berg Toll Free 1-866-715-2250
Director and www.Andersonfhaugusta.com
Pre-need Insurance Agent

Monuments
& Markers

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing
24/7 Towing

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

715-832-6171

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn
Funeral & Cremation Services

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered brokerdealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

www.lenmarkfh.com

814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703

715-832-8301

1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI

715-834-4456

Cremation Society of Wisconsin

70% of people misusing prescription painkillers
get them from friends or relatives.

Stokes, Prock & Mundt
Funeral Chapel

Eau Claire
Catholic Radio
Station- AM 1050

535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-6411(CSW) 715-832-3428 (SPM)
www.cremationsociety-wi.com
www.stokesprockandmundt.com

Take as
prescribed

Don’t
share

Lock
up

Dispose
safely

JULSON’S

Find a disposal location
GetInvolvedASAP.org

Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”

Celebrating
49 Years of Service

Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave.
Eau Claire

715-832-4795
• 715-723-9655
MP# 682390

715-834-5832
Jim & Steve Julson

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION

TAX

SERVICE

1122 Birch St., Eau Claire 715-832-1534
New Client Discount $10

(715) 830-7444
www.ATSservicecenter.com

Altoona Family
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount
• All American Homestyle Cooking

2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy
Altoona, WI 54720

(715) 830-5000

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800

Eau Claire, WI

38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Patrick Kroll Carpets

Eau Claire & Altoona
Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802
www.hillcrestestates.net

CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS

Installation & Sales

715-832-4223

Contact Kena Owen
to place an ad today!
kowen@4LPi.com
or (800) 950-9952 x5876

Andraya Albrecht, Broker

chasepropertyllc@gmail.com
715-456-0320

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com

			

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona
715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

St. Mary, Altoona, WI

A 4C 02-0290

