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May 29 through June 6
Sat., May 29
4:00p SM
BJ Wogernese

6:00p  SR
† Becky Eckman
Sun., May 30
8:30a  SR
Parishioners of SM & SR

11:00a SM
Family Faith Forma*on
(Misa en español) 1:00p SM
Priest Inten*on
Mon., May 31 ²²² No Mass ²²²
Tue., June 1
8:00a SR
† Mary Gallick
Wed., June 2 
8:00a SM
For the Farmers
Thu., June 3
8:00a SR
PCCW Members
Fri., June 4
9:00a SM
† Paul C & Clara Bauer
Sat., June 5
9:00a SM
Priest Inten*on

4:00p SM
† Daniel Redlich

6:00p SR
† Ma4 Klobucar
Sun., June 6
8:30a SR
† Dorothy Scheuermann

11:00a SM
† Marilyn Hayden
(Misa en español) 1:00p SM
Parishioners of SM & SR
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Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 101

Fr. Peter Kieﬀer
715Ͳ855Ͳ1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frpeterkr@gmail.com

Rectory: 715Ͳ514Ͳ0161




7:00pʹ9:00p
10:00aʹ12:00p 
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Thursday

5:00pʹ9:00p 
5:00pʹ9:00p
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SR
SM



SM
SR

(C M 31  M  D)
MonͲThurs  9amͲnoon or by apt SM 
Sun
noonͲ3pm
SM 
Tues/Thurs 9amͲnoon or by apt SR
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Reﬂecons from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Forgiveness: Learning to Count the Cost

Jesus teaches us to be merciful like the
Father, to forgive from our heart. The
“Our Father” is a daily reminder that we
must seek to forgive if we ourselves desire
to be forgiven. Easier said than done!

Some*mes we just don’t want to forgive.
The hurt can be so deep. The damage can
be so las*ng ʹ or perhaps ongoing.

Even those determined to forgive can feel stuck. Just when we
think we have ﬁnally let it go, some li4le event of daily life sets
oﬀ a reac*on in us, exposing new layers of bi4erness and resentment. Will it never end?

Today I suggest a shocking concept: in order to forgive, we must
learn to count the cost, yes, even when coun*ng the cost involves feeling angry. Allow me to explain.

The Bible oGen describes forgiveness in terms of wri*ng oﬀ a
debt. In the Old Testament, God instructed the Jews to observe a
Year of Jubilee every 50 years. It was to be a year of libera*on
and consola*on, a year of seIng slaves free and wri*ng oﬀ old
debts.

In Ma4hew 18, Jesus oﬀers us the parable of the unforgiving
servant. He owes his master a vast sum of money, impossible to
pay back, and his master writes oﬀ the en*re debt. The same
servant goes out and thro4les a fellow servant who owes him a
mere pi4ance. Jesus oﬀers the moral of the story: that we who
are forgiven so much by God must go forth and forgive from our
heart.

But let’s not lose the image of wri*ng oﬀ a debt. To write oﬀ a
debt, I must name what is owed. Then I can declare that I release
the other person from the debt.

This is where so many of us get stuck in our unforgiveness. When
it comes to serious betrayal, cruelty, abuse, or neglect, the
wound can be so deep and painful that we prefer to ignore it. It’s
so much easier to turn to a cliché like “forgive and forget” or
“move on with life” or “water under a bridge.” But if we minimize
or deny just how serious the pain is, we leave ourselves unfree to
write oﬀ the debt. Part of us will hold on to the resentment and
bi4erness. It will keep leaking out un*l we ﬁnally face it. If we are
obs*nate, it may even lead us to harden our heart and block ourselves from ever receiving or giving love again.

“Coun*ng the cost” means giving ourselves permission to feel
deeply angry at those who have hurt us and (ͲgaspͲ) even at God
himself. He can handle it! If a ﬂawed parent can handle the anger
of an unruly child, surely our heavenly Father will love us tenderly when we come to him upset and in pain. If you don’t believe
me, I urge you to read the Book of Job or to pray some of the
Psalms. God delighted in Job and David precisely because they

came to him with an open heart: no wearing of masks, no pretending or protec*ng. God healed their hearts.

Unfortunately, in the name of being Chris*an, many make the
mistake of viewing anger as a bad thing, a shameful thing, an
unacceptable thing. It is not uncommon for Chris*an families to
train their children that they must never express anger. So the
children learn from their parents to minimize or deny, to pretend
like they’re not actually angry. Their anger turns to passive aggression and breeds toxic rela*onships that never seem happy.

Yes, there are destruc*ve ways of expressing anger that we
should avoid. Lashing out at others physically or verbally is a bad
thing. Damaging people or property is a bad thing. Stubbornly
holding a lifelong grudge is a bad thing.

But anger can also be a healthy emo*on, an important part of
the human experience. Like it or not, it is oGen there ʹ and will
stay there ʹ un*l we ﬁnally face it and resolve it. The same holds
true for even more painful emo*ons such as shame or fear,
which oGen lurk beneath our anger and fuel it.

It is so much easier to avoid our wounds ʹ especially for those of
us who pretend that we are in control. If we have been hurt, and
hurt badly, we ins*nc*vely resist and avoid the prospect of going
toward the painful emo*ons. We fear that once we start feeling
them we may never stop. We will lose control. The pain will never end. And so forth.

That is why it is so important to draw close to God and others in
our pain ʹ not just anyone, but those who are truly trustworthy ʹ
those who will empathize and encourage and accompany, challenging us without trying to “ﬁx” us. With communal support, our
wounds will not be too much for us. We can face them. We can
name them. We can claim them. Then we can call upon Jesus to
heal us and set us free.

All too oGen, our Chris*an communi*es have been dysfunc*onal,
not seeking to heal the whole person. Instead of showing empathy and accompaniment to the brokenͲhearted, instead of weeping with those who weep, we try to ﬁx them with ruleͲfollowing.
Or we help them numb their pain with more socially acceptable
drugs like busyness or volunteering. Like Job, they just need
someone to acknowledge their pain and be with them.

When we ﬁnd authen*c community with others and with God,
we can probe the depths of our wounds. We can “count the
cost.” And then ʹ calling on Jesus ʹ we can truly release it all. We
can forgive from our heart.

Check out Father’s blog at www.abideinlove.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93
Eau Claire

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL

350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409
MP#232816
Fax# 715-834-9039

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Compliments of

Maureen
Anderson
Director

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME

Piltz Glass & Mirror

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS
* Glass tabletops
* Mirrors cut to size
* Storm window and screen repair
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures
* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings

715-286-2222

PremiumLawnService.com

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Trenton Berg Toll Free 1-866-715-2250
Director and www.Andersonfhaugusta.com
Pre-need Insurance Agent

Monuments
& Markers

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing
24/7 Towing

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

715-832-6171

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn
Funeral & Cremation Services

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered brokerdealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

www.lenmarkfh.com

814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703

715-832-8301

1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI

715-834-4456

Cremation Society of Wisconsin

70% of people misusing prescription painkillers
get them from friends or relatives.

Stokes, Prock & Mundt
Funeral Chapel

Eau Claire
Catholic Radio
Station- AM 1050

535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-6411(CSW) 715-832-3428 (SPM)
www.cremationsociety-wi.com
www.stokesprockandmundt.com

Take as
prescribed

Don’t
share

Lock
up

Dispose
safely

JULSON’S

Find a disposal location
GetInvolvedASAP.org

Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”

Celebrating
49 Years of Service

Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave.
Eau Claire

715-832-4795
• 715-723-9655
MP# 682390

715-834-5832
Jim & Steve Julson

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION

TAX

SERVICE

1122 Birch St., Eau Claire 715-832-1534
New Client Discount $10

(715) 830-7444
www.ATSservicecenter.com

Altoona Family
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount
• All American Homestyle Cooking

2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy
Altoona, WI 54720

(715) 830-5000

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800

Eau Claire, WI

38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Patrick Kroll Carpets

Eau Claire & Altoona
Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802
www.hillcrestestates.net

CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS

Installation & Sales

715-832-4223

Contact Kena Owen
to place an ad today!
kowen@4LPi.com
or (800) 950-9952 x5876

Andraya Albrecht, Broker

chasepropertyllc@gmail.com
715-456-0320

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783

www.muldoons.com
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Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona
715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

St. Mary, Altoona, WI

A 4C 02-0290

