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August 28 through September 5�

Sat., August 28� 4:00p� SM� Priest Inten�on �

� 6:00p � SR� † Clayton Hansen �

Sun., August 29� 8:30a � SR� Priest Inten�on �

� 11:00a� SM� Carter, Mason & Alex �

� � � Frederick �

(Misa en español)   �1:00p� SM� Priest Inten�on � �

Mon., August 30���� No Mass ����

Tue., August 31� 8:00a� SR� † Marilyn Loechler �

Wed.,  Sept. 1� 5:30p� SM� † Robert & Joanne Manthey �

Thu., Sept. 2� 8:00a� SR� † Henry & Ada Webster �

Fri., Sept. 3� 2:30p� SM� † Wayne Mousel �

Sat., Sept. 4� 9:00a� SM� Priest Inten�on�

� 4:00p� SM� † Thomas Fandel �

� 6:00p� SR� † Parents of Darlene Klobucar �

Sun., Sept. 5� 8:30a� SR� Bev Mountain �

� 11:00a� SM� Priest Inten�on�

(Misa en español)   �1:00p� SM� Priest Inten�on�

�

S�������� �� R��������������

�

� Thursday� 7:00p�9:00p� SR�

� Saturday � 10:00a�12:00p � SM�

�

E������	��� E���	����� � A��������

�

� Tuesday � 5:00p�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00p�10:00p� SR�

�

O����� H���	 �

� Mon�Thurs� 9a�noon or by apt � SM�

� Sunday� noon�3p� SM�

� Tues/Thurs� 9a�noon or by apt � SR�



Reflec�ons from Fr. Sakowski�

Harry Boehm, longtime St. Mary’s pa-

rishioner, passed away on August 23, 

2020, at the age of 105. Like his wife 

Rose before him, he donated his body 

for medical research. At the request of 

his relatives, the funeral Mass will be 

held this September at St. Raymond’s. 

Fr. Sakowski is on sabbatical, but 

wrote these words for Fr. Schultz to 

read at the funeral Mass.�

�

My Tribute to Harry Boehm (Fr. Sakowski)�

�

Harry Boehm made a lasting impact on me. I feel more au-

thentically human for having known him. At the family’s re-

quest, I am honored to share a few words about what Harry 

meant to me.�

�

Harry cherished his Catholic Faith. He was honored to de-

scend from immigrants who were not only faith�filled disci-

ples of Jesus, but even mighty missionaries. His great uncle 

Fr. Joseph Baur was the founding pastor of approximately 

one dozen churches more than 100 miles apart from each 

other: including Durand, Lima, Eau Galle, Prescott, and 

Canton. He moved among them either on horseback or on 

foot. I found it so fascinating, living again in an age where 

priests are called upon to pastor multiple parishes, that the 

most aged among my parishioners deeply understood our 

need to change how we do things so that more people can 

hear the Good News of Jesus.�

�

Harry himself felt a calling towards priesthood and attended 

seminary in St. Louis. After surviving internal hemorrhaging 

and the removal of his spleen, he was asked to leave the 

seminary.� I still laugh at Bishop McGavick’s comments to a 

20�year�old Harry: “Harry, you’ve got it up above, but your 

body doesn’t have the stamina.” Harry proceeded to live 

another 85 amazing years.�

�

It certainly turned out for the best, but it was hard. There he 

was in the worst years of the Great Depression, eventually 

finding a job with an insurance company, in which he had to 

pay for his own car expenses. He credited his success to 

hard work and a tender trust in the Blessed Mother.�

�

Harry fell in love with Rose, and never stopped loving her. 

He once recounted with delight and pride the ways that 

Rose poured herself into service in parish life � chanting in 

Latin for the Requiem Masses at Sacred Heart Church, be-

coming a founding member of St. James, and in 1963 even 

stepping in to teach 37 8th graders, refusing to take a cent 

of pay. In Harry’s words, “I don’t want to boast, but she did a 

good job.” Harry and Rose moved to their “new parish” of 

St. Mary’s Altoona in the late 1970s, and Harry became an 

active member of our Knights of Columbus.�

�

Harry had a deep and tender love for the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. As he once told me, “The Blessed Virgin helps people 

in the worst times.” He described to me how he felt her mi-

raculous intercession during those darkest years of the De-

pression when he was scraping out a living, and twice in his 

youth when it looked like he might die. When I asked him to 

tell me the greatest moments of his life, he especially re-

membered the pilgrimage that he and Rose made to Gua-

dalupe in 1978. He had always wanted to see the miracu-

lous image of Mary that is still preserved on Juan Diego’s 

tilma more than 400 years later. Getting choked up, he ex-

plained to me that it was “the greatest thing in my life � to 

see that.”�

�

Harry felt a closeness to the Saints � especially the modern 

day Saints who were his contemporaries: John Paul II, Te-

resa of Kolkata, and� Fr. Emil Kapaun, whose cause for 

sainthood is still in process. Several of Harry’s seminary 

classmates were friends with Fr. Kapaun, and Harry always 

felt a closeness to this man who heroically cared for so 

many souls during the horrors of World War II. Harry mar-

veled that God continues to raise up holy men and women 

right here in our midst. I would like to suggest that Harry 

was one of them!�

�

Harry often praised me for all the efforts in our parishes to 

reach out to the Hispanics in our midst. He was delighted 

when we offered bilingual Masses, trying to bring all our 

people together in one celebration. He would never brag 

about himself, but he certainly bragged about his children, 

three of whom learned to speak Spanish and sought ca-

reers in which they could provide care to Spanish�speakers.�

�

My fondest memories of Harry are from the final 5 years of 

his life, after he surpassed 100 years of life. He was a ten-

der�hearted, mature, and holy human being. He suffered so 

much loss and loneliness at watching almost everyone he 

had known and cared about depart this world before him. 

Despite his amazing sharpness and vigor, he eventually lost 

his ability to drive and to live on his own. Like so many, he 

didn’t want to give those things up. Unlike so many, he 

talked about how hard it was and wept over it. He accepted 

reality with grace and kindness. My visits with him at the 

Prairie Pointe care facility had much sadness for us both, 

but always a sweetness and a deep trust in God. Harry 

shared openly both his joys and his sorrows. He was espe-

cially troubled by the cruelty and violence � whether physical 

or verbal � that seems to be mainstream now on both sides 

of the political divide. To the end, Harry was truly a kind 

man who awakened kindness in the hearts of those around 

him.�

�

I will never forget my last visit to Harry in August 2020, just 

days before he passed. Visits were quite restricted in those 

days, but I felt compelled to go see him. At first he did not 

remember who I was, and he clutched his holy card from 

Rose’s funeral, telling me about his amazing wife. When I 

pointed to my name written on it as the Mass celebrant, he 

lit up with joy. I held his hand; I gave him all his final sacra-

ments � Confession, Anointing, Holy Communion. He re-

ceived them all with tears and a joyful gratitude. I felt sad-

ness and powerlessness at seeing this great man so weak 

and feeble � and yet still so filled with Faith. I said “I love 

you, Harry” and he responded, “I love you, Father.” I left 

with tears in my eyes and proceeded to sob loudly once I 

reached my car. I thought to myself, “Why can’t life be like 

this all the time?�

�

For Harry, it very often was.�



 �  JJones@SMSRCatholic.com  �

 �  SJulson@SMSRCatholic.com�

 �  CNunez@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  HHalberg@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  CKostka@SMSRCatholic.com �

Evangeliza
on & Faith Forma
on �

  

�

    �  JVanHemert@SMSRCatholic.com �

�

    �  MCallaghan@SMSRCatholic.com�

Finance, Building & Grounds�

 �  BFirkus@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  CThurner@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  RGrzyb@SMSRCatholic.com  �

Music & Liturgy �

  Tyler Andreae, Director   �

� 715�855�1294, x 147 (SM)�

� 715�877�3400, x 120 (SR)�

     �  TAndreae@SMSRCatholic.com       �

Staff Directory� Welcome Fr. James Kurzynski�

�

Reminder of daily Mass changes at St. Mary’s � 

Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Fridays at 2:30pm 

beginning  this week Sept 1st and Sept 3rd.  �

Throughout Father Sakowski’s sabba�cal, we will be wel-

coming Priests of the Eau Claire Catholic Deanery for the 

Friday School Masses. Fr. James Kurzynski will be cele-

bra�ng St. Mary’s School Mass during the month of Sep-

tember. �

Fr. Kurzynski is not only a priest of the Diocese of La Crosse, but also a hobby astrono-

mer. Originally from the small town of Amherst in rural central Wisconsin, Fr. Kurzynski 

completed his undergraduate studies at the University of Wisconsin � Stevens Point, 

majoring in Applied Music (Saxophone, Voice, and Composi�on). AGer gradua�ng from 

UW�SP, he worked at the University of Nebraska at Kearney as a Hall Director and pur-

sued a M.S.ed. in Group Counseling. AGer a year at UNK, Fr. Kurzynski leG his posi�on 

to aHend the University of Saint Mary of the Lake � Mundelein Seminary to discern his 

priestly voca�on.�

He earned a Bachelor in Sacred Theology, a Master of Divinity, and a License in Sacred 

Theology. While pursuing these degrees, Fr. Kurzynski also studied Spiritual Theology 

with the Ins�tute of Priestly Forma�on at Creighton University and completed the Spir-

itual Exercises of St. Igna�us of Loyola.�

Fr. Kurzynski was ordained a priest June 28, 2003 (side by side with Fr. Sakowski). His 

first assignment was as an Associate at the Tri�Parishes of St. Mary’s � Durand, Holy Ro-

sary Parish � Lima, and Sacred Heart Parish � Mondovi. AGer two years, he was assigned 

as Chaplain and Instructor of Religion at Regis Middle and High School and was also 

assigned Associate Voca�on Director. In his final year at Regis, Fr. Kurzynski was also 

appointed Parochial Administrator of Saint Raymond of Peñafort Catholic Church, serv-

ing south east Eau Claire County. From 2012�2015, he served as Pastor of Roncalli New-

man Parish, serving the college students of Western Technical College and the Universi-

ty of Wisconsin � La Crosse. In 2015, Fr. Kurzynski was named Pastor of St. Joseph's Par-

ish in Menomonie, Wisconsin, which also serves St. Joseph's Grade School (3K thru 6) 

and the Newman Center at the University of Wisconsin � Stout. In 2017, in addi�on to 

his responsibili�es to St. Joseph Parish and StoutCatholic, he was also named Pastor of 

St. Luke Parish in Boyceville, Wisconsin. In July of 2018, Fr. Kurzynski was named the 

Pastor of St. Olaf Parish in Eau Claire. Wisconsin. He has also taught Introduc�on to 

Philosophy for the Diocese of La Crosse’s diaconal forma�on program.�

In regard to his interest in astrono-

my, Fr. Kurzynski is a member of 

both the Chippewa Valley Astronom-

ical Society and the La Crosse Area 

Astronomical Society. He taught an 

Introduc�on to Astronomy course 

during his �me at Regis High School 

in Eau Claire. His first involvement 

with the Va�can Observatory came 

when an inquiry led to the develop-

ment of the first "Faith and Astrono-

my Workshop" (FAW), designed for 

parish educators and clergy that are 

not professional scien�sts.�

Stewardship unavailable at )me of 

publica)on�

Marriage Blessings will 

be given the weekend 

of September 11 & 12. 

Sign�up is now available 

in the narthex/

gathering space.�



All St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish Women who are interested in sup-

por)ng a women's group are invited to a+end and help plan what the 

future of the Parish Council of Catholic Women (PCCW) should look 

like.� The mee)ng will be in the Faith Forma)on Room on September 

9th at 6pm.�

St. Mary & St. Raymond Parish News�

Remember Father �

Sakowski in your prayers 

as he is on sabba
cal un-


l the end of November 

2021.�

Help Wanted � Part Time Janitor Custodian:  We need your 

help.  St. Mary parish is looking for a part �me Janitor Custodi-

an. This posi�on will be Mon�Fri 12:30pm � 3:30 pm. There 

will be an occasional Saturday or Sunday to assist with post 

event cleanup such as weddings, funerals, etc. Main tasks are 

wipe down tables a(er lunch, cleaning of the church building, 

mee�ng rooms and worship areas.  If you are interested, please call Bonnie Firkus 

715�855�1294 Ext 146 and leave her a message or email her at �

BFirkus@SMSRCatholic.com. This posi�on will start mid to late August.�

Job Opportunity � St. Mary’s Faith Forma�on Coordinator:  

This is a part��me posi�on, with average of 10 hours per week. 

Posi�on overview is to coordinate, organize, and execute the 

administra�ve details of all parish faith forma�on programs. 

Applicants can send résumé and cover leHer expressing interest 

and experience in Faith Forma�on to 

JVanHemert@SMSRCatholic.com (Subject Line: Faith Forma�on 

Coordinator).�

Volunteers Needed: Do you love working with live 

flowers and plants and would like to help decorate the 

sanctuary at St. Raymond's? Julie Graaskamp is looking 

for additional helpers to keep the Sanctuary and Altar 

beautiful and reflecting the seasons of the Church. Julie 

will lead a group of volunteers who will water plants, ar-

range flowers and decorate at Easter and Christmas and 

throughout the year. Please contact Julie if you are interested at 715�878�4399 

or�pieterg@centurytel.net. Thank you!�

St. Mary’s Fall Fest Volunteers Needed:  2 Coordinators (for 

Adult Night Out/Kids Night In); volunteers to sell raffle �ckets; 

adults & high school/middle school age students to run games 

on Family Game Day. Contact Toni Buck at 

ToniBuck.88@gmail.com or sign�up in the Narthex or on�line 

at StMarys�Altoona.com. Items needed: All Sizes of Brand 

Name Plas�c BoCles of Soda Pop (drop off in the narthex by 

Sept 10th for Family Game Day); cra(s and homemade food items (drop off on 

Sept 24th for Country Store � Contact Carrie Jones 414�502�8452)�

Got Talent? Like to Entertain? Submit your videos for St. Mary’s 

Virtual Variety Show! Age Groups: 5th Grade & Under // 6th�

12th Grade // Adult // Two $25.00 Prizes will be awarded for 

each age group. Best display of talent & Most Entertaining. 

Tune into the Live�stream on St. Mary’s Facebook page on Sep-

tember 17, 2021 at 7pm to watch the whole show. Winners will 

be announced during the live broadcast. Video submissions due 

VIA YouTube by Midnight on Friday, September 10th. Submis-

sion link available at www.StMarys�Altoona.com �

� Ques)ons? Contact Tyler Andreae at TAndreae@SMSRCatholic.com�

SM & SR Coun-

cil Mee
ng: The 

Pastoral Coun-

cils will be 

mee�ng on Sep-

tember 14th. If 

you have any feedback you would like 

to share, please speak with a Council 

member. Contact informa�on for Coun-

cil members is available on the bulle�n 

board in the narthex/gathering space.  �

St. Mary’s Office 

will be closed 

on Sunday, 

Sept. 5th and 

Monday, Sept. 

6th in observance of Labor Day. The 

office will also be closed Sunday, Sept. 

12th for Family Fun Day.�

First Saturday Devo
ons Sept. 4th: 

Confession star�ng 

at 7:30am un�l Mass 

at 9am and again 

from 10am to noon.  

8:10am Procession + 

Rosary. Celebra�on 

of Mass at 9am. Eve-

ry First Saturday of 

the Month at St. Mary’s. �

Casa Hogar Juan Pablo II Mission 

Coop Appeal August 28/29. Please 

be generous. Envelopes available in 

the narthex/gathering space. �
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Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION 
TAX 

SERVICE
1122 Birch St., Eau Claire     715-832-1534 

New Client Discount $10

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Altoona Family  
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day 
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount 

• All American Homestyle Cooking
2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy  
Altoona, WI 54720 (715) 830-5000

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL
350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing 
24/7 Towing

Patrick Kroll Carpets  
CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS 

Installation & Sales
715-832-4223

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783
www.muldoons.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!
Eau Claire & Altoona

Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802

www.hillcrestestates.net

Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona

715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

70% of people misusing prescription painkillers
get them from friends or relatives.  

Take as 
prescribed 

Lock 
up 

Don’t 
share

Dispose 
safely 

Find a disposal location
GetInvolvedASAP.org

Compliments of

PremiumLawnService.com

Contact Kena Owen 
to place an ad today!

kowen@4LPi.com 
or (800) 950-9952 x5876

1233 W. Clairemont • Eau Claire

(715) 830-7444
www.atsservicecenter.com


