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Fr. Derek Sakowski�
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Fr. Peter Kieffer�

715�855�1294 ext. 140�

PKieffer@diolclergy.org�

Rectory: 715�514�0161�
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 �

October 9 through October 17�

Sat., Oct. 9� 4:00p� SM� BJ Wogernese�

� 6:00p � SR� † Jonathan Johnson�

Sun., Oct. 10� 8:30a � SR� † Bernice Green�

� 11:00a� SM� † Elizabeth Nyberg�

(Misa en español)   �1:00p� SM� �Priest Inten*on�

Mon., Oct. 11� ��� No Mass ����

Tue., Oct. 12� 8:00a� SR� † Mark Brantner�

Wed.,  Oct. 13� 5:30p� SM� † JoAnne LeMere�

Thu., Oct. 14� 8:00a� SR� † Members of Bohl Family�

Fri., Oct. 15� Mass Cancelled � No School� �

Sat., Oct. 16� 4:00p� SM� † Gary L. Soley�

� 6:00p� SR� † Jonathan Johnson�

Sun., Oct. 17� 8:30a� SR� Jon & Carrie Jones & Family�

� 11:00a� SM� † Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Bohl�

(Misa en español)   �1:00p� SM� Priest Inten*on�

�

S�������� �� R��������������
�

� Thursday� 7:00p�9:00p� SR�

� Saturday � 10:00a�12:00p � SM�

�

E������	��� E���	����� � A��������
�

� Tuesday � 5:00p�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00p�10:00p� SR�

�

O����� H���	 �

� Mon�Thurs� 9a�noon or by apt � SM�

� Sunday� noon�3p� SM�

� Tues/Thurs� 9a�noon or by apt � SR�

�



Learning from St. Benedict�

My three months of Sabbath renewal 

have been a blessing to me � including 

my 20 companions here at a Benedic�ne 

monastery. Their Rule and way of life 

offers so many lessons, and I will be glad 

to share some of them in the weeks 

ahead.�

I had the joy, last month, of traveling to Oregon to join in the 

celebra�on at Mount Angel Abbey as five monks made their 

solemn profession of vows. I wept as I watched the monks 

freely and wholeheartedly giving themselves over in vows of 

obedience, stability, and ongoing repentance in their faithful-

ness to the Benedic�ne way of life.�

The vow ceremony includes stunning rituals that invite the 

monks into a dying and rising with Jesus. I felt my heart deeply 

s�rred with desire and longing, as Jesus con�nues invi�ng me 

to open my own heart to both sorrow and joy as I learn to 

abide in love and truth. Over the past four years of my life, I 

have learned again and again that I cannot experience the 

intensity of joy without also welcoming the depths of sorrow; 

I cannot exalt in the surprise of the resurrec�on without a 

willingness to enter the heartache of Good Friday and Holy 

Saturday. The Lord keeps gently invi�ng me to open my heart 

freely and fully, assuring me that those who embrace poverty 

and mourning will be truly blessed by the Father. The vow 

ceremony gave me so much encouragement and assurance of 

God’s covenant faithfulness to his promises, and was truly a 

taste and a glimpse of the feas�ng we will all share in the 

Kingdom.�

The abbot presided over the vow ceremony � he who will be a 

longstanding outward spiritual father to these men in their 

years ahead. He beckoned them forward lovingly and then 

asked them what they were seeking. Their response: “I desire 

to share in the sufferings of Christ in this monastery un�l 

death, that I may also share in his glory.”�

He spoke to them of the seriousness of the covenant they 

were about to enter: “I set before you a way of life, which 

images that of the Lord himself.” It is a renuncia�on and a 

dying, but also a claiming of the victory of the Cross. They 

freely responded “I do” to their vows, and then, one by one, 

read and displayed to the congrega�on their signed covenan-

tal le5er. The abbot tenderly took each one by the hand and 

led them to the altar, where they put pen to paper and signed 

their statement.�

Then came the Suscipe prayer, which cap�vated the longings 

of my heart. The five solemnly professed monks processed up 

the aisle and three �mes paused to extend their arms out hori-

zontally and cry out to the Father: “Accept me, O Lord, as you 

have promised. Accept me, and I shall live. Do not disappoint 

me in my hope!” (Psalm 119, verse 116). I was struck by their 

posture in making this prayer. It evokes Jesus’ dying on the 

Cross, but they also pray like a li6le child begging daddy to 

pick them up and embrace them. They are choosing to be to-

tally vulnerable, to risk all, to open themselves up in hope � 

and they surrender themselves into the Father’s hands. How 

o8en have I resisted abiding in hope � it definitely hurts to 

desire but not yet fully possess. It feels so much easier to numb 

or avoid the longing than to stay in it! Over the years, my 

heart has both longed for and resisted being taken up into the 

Father’s hands � I have o8en felt betrayal and powerlessness. 

The ritual s�rred a fire in my heart that melted much of my 

ambivalence.�

My mask was only beginning to be drenched with my tears as 

they proceeded with the ancient burial ceremony. In front of 

me this whole �me had been one of five black cloths draped 

over the pews. The five newly professed men prostrated 

themselves on the floor as the monk who had guided them on 

their journey draped one of these burial cloths over each of 

them. Meanwhile we somberly chanted words that echo Co-

lossians 3:3 “I have died, and my life is hidden with Christ in 

God. I shall not die but live, and proclaim the works of the 

Lord!”�

�

The abbot proceeded with the offertory of the Mass � offering 

to God not only gi9s of bread and wine, but these five newly 

professed monks. All was to be transformed by Jesus, taken 

up into the mystery of his dying and rising. The abbot in-

censed not only the gi9s on the altar, but the five prostrate 

(and buried) monks. As all of us priests gathered around the 

altar for the Eucharis�c prayer, the five monks remained in 

front of us, beneath the veil of death. Following the Great 

“Amen,” as the congrega�on rose to pray the Our Father to-

gether, the schola joyfully chanted, “All you who sleep, awake, 

awake! Rise from the dead! Christ has enlightened you!” And 

the monks rose to new life with Christ. My heart soared with 

joy as I watched each of them re�emerge into the light.�

The life of a monk is an already�but�not�yet. Even now they 

claim a foretaste of both the dying and rising of Jesus. Even 

now they gain a glimpse of his glory. They commit themselves 

freely and wholeheartedly to a life of abiding and longing for 

the good things to come. I certainly enjoyed a taste of the 

goodness of God’s Kingdom that Saturday morning on the 

Mount of Angels in Oregon, as I shared the experience with 

them. Such joy never lingers forever, but reminds us of the 

good things to come!�

You can find the Mass on YouTube under the �tle “Pon�fical 

Mass of the Solemn Vows September 11, 2021”�

Sabba�cal Reflec�ons from Fr. Sakowski�



St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults����������������������������������������$7,204.00�

Offertory (Plate)������������������������$1,307.33�

Total Envelope & Plate������������$8,511.33�

 �  JJones@SMSRCatholic.com  �

 �  SJulson@SMSRCatholic.com�

 �  HHalberg@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �   Outreach@SMSRCatholic.com�

Evangeliza�on & Faith Forma�on �

  

�

    �  JVanHemert@SMSRCatholic.com�

 

�

    �  BMunns@SMSRCatholic.com�

  

 �  CNunez@SMSRCatholic.com �

�

    �  MCallaghan@SMSRCatholic.com�

Finance, Building & Grounds�

 �  BFirkus@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  CThurner@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  RGrzyb@SMSRCatholic.com  �

Music & Liturgy �

  Tyler Andreae, Director   �

� 715�855�1294, x 147 (SM)�

� 715�877�3400, x 120 (SR)�

     �  TAndreae@SMSRCatholic.com       �

Staff Directory�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults��������������������������������������� $3,595.00�

Offertory (Plate)���������������������������$569.00�

Total Envelope and Plate���������$4,164.00�

Thank you!�

St. Mary’s & St. Raymond’s Parish News�

Save the Date!�

Oct. 13 � Elizabeth Ministry Kickoff � St. Mary’s 5:30pm�7:30pm�

Oct. 15 � 2:30pm Daily Mass at St. Mary’s Cancelled due to no school.�

Oct. 16 � La Crosse Diocesan Council of Catholic Women Shareshop � �

� Cathedral of St. Joseph the Workman in La Crosse, WI. �

Oct. 18 � Gospel of Life White Mass and Banquet with Bishop Callahan � 

� Cathedral of St. Joseph the Workman in La Crosse, WI 6pm Mass.�

Oct. 19 � 8am Daily Mass at St. Raymond’s Cancelled due to retreat.�

Oct. 23 � Men of the Cross Conference � Holy Cross Diocesan Center in �

� La Crosse, WI 8:30am�

Oct. 26 � 8am Daily Mass at St. Raymond’s Cancelled due to retreat.�

Nov. 7� Newcomers Dinner � St. Mary’s 6pm�8pm�

Nov. 9 � SM & SR Pastoral Council Mee�ng�

Nov. 11 �PCCW Mee�ng � St. Raymond’s Parish 6pm�

Nov. 30 �8am Daily Mass at St. Raymond’s Cancelled due to retreat.�

Elizabeth Ministry Kickoff Event: Wednesday, October 13 � All Women, no ma1er 

your age or child status are invited � 5:30pm�7:30pm � 

Evening will include Mass, Adora3on, Lec3o Devina , 

snacks/coffee and child care and meal provided for the 

kiddos. Please RSVP to Carrie Jones at 

JonandCarrieJones@gmail.com if you plan to a1end. 

To volunteer or find out more, feel free to reach out to 

St. Mary’s new Elizabeth Ministry Coordinator, �

Elizabeth Johnson at ELJohnson2108@gmail.com .�

Job Opportunity � Pastoral Outreach Coordinator for St. Mary’s & St. Raymond’s: This 

is a part�3me posi3on, usually 8�10 hours per week.�Posi3on Over-

view is to provide structure, resources, and vision necessary for 

ac3va3ng parishioners as channels of God’s love through hands�

on, prac3cal deeds of compassion to those in need or suffering. 

Interested candidates should send a résumé and cover le1er de-

scribing interest and experience with Pastoral Outreach to Jon 

Jones, Director of Pastoral Ministry, at�JJones@SMSRCatholic.com. 

Please include in the subject line�Pastoral Outreach.��

Do you have a knack for do�ng "i"s and crossing 

"t"s? Do you love mee�ng parents and their li�le 

(or not�so�li�le) ones? Are you a disciple of Jesus 

looking for a place to serve Him with your profes-

sional gi's? The St. Mary's Faith Forma3on Coor-

dinator role is a flexible, part�3me posi3on that 

usually works remotely, except when on�site to 

host our dynamic family events. You'll receive 

meaningful ministry training, ongoing spiritual forma3on, and personal growth, all 

while collabora3ng crea3vely with the Faith Forma3on & Evangeliza3on team as we 

help families grow strong in faith, with Jesus, and with each other! Be part of a team 

that's making a significant difference in the Church and in the lives of each individual 

we encounter. If that sounds like you or someone you know,�contact Jacqueline Van 

Hemert at JVanHemert@SMSRCatholic.com to learn more! �



Prayer & Devo�on�
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Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION 
TAX 

SERVICE
1122 Birch St., Eau Claire     715-832-1534 

New Client Discount $10

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Altoona Family  
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day 
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount 

• All American Homestyle Cooking
2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy  
Altoona, WI 54720 (715) 830-5000

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL
350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing 
24/7 Towing

Patrick Kroll Carpets  
CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS 

Installation & Sales
715-832-4223

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783
www.muldoons.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!
Eau Claire & Altoona

Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802

www.hillcrestestates.net

Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona

715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

70% of people misusing prescription painkillers
get them from friends or relatives.  

Take as 
prescribed 

Lock 
up 

Don’t 
share

Dispose 
safely 

Find a disposal location
GetInvolvedASAP.org

Compliments of

PremiumLawnService.com

1233 W. Clairemont • Eau Claire

(715) 830-7444
www.atsservicecenter.com

Contact Kena Owen to place 
an ad today! kowen@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x5876

new for 2022
Medicare Plans that Share Your Mission
learn more: 920-430-0299


