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October 23 through October 31�

Sat., Oct. 23� 4:00p� SM� † John Onsanger�

� 6:00p � SR� † Lorraine Kamrowski�

Sun., Oct. 24� 8:30a � SR� Pete & Lisa Melrose�

� 11:00a� SM� † Virginia Polenz�

(Misa en español)   �1:00p� SM� Priest Inten*on�

Mon., Oct. 25� ��� No Mass ����

Tue., Oct. 26� 9:00a� SR� † Bob Severinski�

Wed.,  Oct. 27� 5:30p� SM� † Daniel Redlich�

Thu., Oct. 28� 8:00a� SR� † Alice Gunderson�

Fri., Oct. 29� 2:30p� SM� † Fred Hartlich�

Sat., Oct. 30� 4:00p� SM� † Jerry Shermo�

� 6:00p� SR� † Tom Fallon & Family�

Sun., Oct. 31� 8:30a� SR� † Order of Foresters�

� 11:00a� SM� † Ken Colby�

(Misa en español)   �1:00p� SM� Priest Inten*on�

�

S�������� �� R��������������

�

� Thursday� 7:00p�9:00p� SR�

� Saturday � 10:00a�12:00p � SM�

�

E������	��� E���	����� � A��������

�

� Tuesday � 5:00p�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00p�10:00p� SR�

�

O����� H���	 �

� Mon�Thurs� 9a�noon or by apt � SM�

� Sunday� noon�3p� SM�

� Tues/Thurs� 9a�noon or by apt � SR�

�



Christlike Obedience�

The Rule of Saint Benedict is one of the 

most enduring spiritual works of all �me. 

Consis�ng merely of a prologue and 73 

paragraphs, it is filled with spiritual and 

prac�cal wisdom, and a keen insight into 

human nature.�

It has been refreshing for me to hear from the Rule again, drip by 

drip each day, during these 3 months of Sabbath renewal, here in 

the midst of a community of 20 Benedic�ne monks. Each evening 

at the end of supper we listen to a few lines before closing in 

prayer.�

Regardless of our calling in life, the threefold Benedic*ne vow of 

obedience, stability, and conversion of life bears lessons we can 

all learn from. During this installment, I will reflect on obedience.�

Obedience is ul*mately as a ma?er of obeying God the Father, in 

imita*on of Jesus, who said, “I have come not to do my own will, 

but the will of Him who sent me” (John 6:38). Christ’s obedience 

involved a total self�emptying, freely and wholeheartedly laying 

down his life in sacrifice. Monas*c life allows obedience and self�

emptying to take on a visible form. The monks vow obedience to 

their abbot (a name meaning “father”) and habitually submit 

their own will to the will of the abbot and of their elder monks.�

Benedict has no illusions of abbots being perfect; rather, he is 

aware that oGen they are awful. Many of the instruc*ons of the 

Rule are directed at the abbot and the grave responsibility that he 

bears. If there are problems or toxic dynamics in the life of the 

monastery, they are ul�mately his fault � unless he has truly been 

just and loving and the faults are ul�mately due to the obs�nacy 

of the unwilling followers.�

Benedict is clear about this Christ�like authority not being one of 

power or control, but one of humility � including a?en*ve listen-

ing and consul*ng. The abbot is not to make major decisions 

without pulling together other monks and listening deeply to 

what they have to say. He must make the final decision, but not 

before listening with an open mind and heart.�

As one who has oGen borne the burden of authority amidst mul-

*ple seasons of disorien*ng change and turmoil, I can relate! 

Some*mes I haven’t liked listening to truths that expose my fail-

ures or invite me to pour more of my already depleted energy 

into solving a problem. Other *mes I have put off making the 

right decision from a fear of domineering or manipula*ve people, 

leaving the righteous ones to suffer in silence. S*ll other *mes it 

is temp*ng to avoid making decisions and over�consult � hoping 

someone will “just tell me what to do” and rescue me from my 

responsibility. When we leaders (whether parents, bosses, pas-

tors, or bishops) abdicate our authority, it is oGen more damag-

ing than when we abuse our posi*on of power. Either way, Bene-

dict repeatedly reminds the abbot that he will give an accoun*ng 

to Jesus on the Day of Judgment, when our full story will be told 

by the all�seeing God.�

You may be surprised that I am spending so much *me talking 

about the du*es of those in authority, but it is essen*al to see 

obedience in the context of healthy and holy rela*onships, not 

within the context of power or exer*on of will. Too many Chris-

*ans have only known “authority” as an abuse of power or an 

abdica*on of responsibility. They haven’t experienced enough of 

the real thing. Authen*c authority and obedience enrich human 

freedom.�

Obedience, lived well, directly overturns the strongholds of the 

evil one. He tempts Adam and Eve � and each of us � to replace 

the words “thy will be done” with “MY will be done!” In our pride 

and self�protec*on, in our fears and insecuri*es, in our shame 

and isola*on, we resist the in*macy involved in freely submiOng 

to another’s will.��

Benedict describes the good fruit that grows in the heart of 

monks as a result of their obedience: “They no longer live by 

their own judgment, giving into their whims and appe*tes; rather 

they walk according to another’s decisions and direc*ons.” Bene-

dict’s understanding is that those who can obey and submit to an 

imperfect human being will be more free in submiOng to a per-

fect and loving Father.��

Obedience balances individual and communal needs, reflec*ng 

the truth that we are not isolated individuals, each doing whatev-

er we feel like, but all interconnected in rela*onships and called 

to love and serve one another. There are *mes in a monastery 

when an individual and talented monk is asked to give up his own 

personal dreams in order to fill a role needed by the rest of the 

community. The same oGen holds true in married life, in the 

workplace, or in the diocesan priesthood. In the Rule, these kinds 

of decisions aren’t to be made lightly by the abbot, but only 

through dialogue and consulta�on. Hopefully in a happy mar-

riage, in a healthy work environment, or in a healthy bishop�

priest rela�onship, there is a similar dialogue and consulta�on 

when challenging decisions need to be made, and a freedom in 

moving forward.��

The church bells fill the Benedic*ne day with hourly moments of 

obedience. The bells ring, and the obedient monk promptly rise 

or pray or come to a conference. In ma?ers small and large, each 

monk learns to die to his own willfulness and discover freedom 

and new life in Christ.�

Pride is the ancient sin of the devil and of our first parents. Each 

of us daily is tempted to cry out, “My will be done!” in a hundred 

different ways. Obedience chips away at our pride and selfish-

ness and teaches us to love and serve others, freely, not because 

“I have to.” It looks different for the monk, the employee, the 

spouse, or the priest. But we all are called to Christ�like authority 

and Christ�like obedience in healthy and holy rela*onships. How 

do you allow obedience to set you free in your daily life?�

�

Sabba�cal Reflec�ons from Fr. Sakowski�



St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults����������������������������������������$3,592.00�

Offertory (Plate)���������������������������$736.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������$4,328.00�

 �  JJones@SMSRCatholic.com  �

 �  SJulson@SMSRCatholic.com�

 �  HHalberg@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �   Outreach@SMSRCatholic.com�

Evangeliza�on & Faith Forma�on �

  

�

    �  JVanHemert@SMSRCatholic.com�

 

�

    �  BMunns@SMSRCatholic.com�

  

 �  CNunez@SMSRCatholic.com �

�

    �  MCallaghan@SMSRCatholic.com�

Finance, Building & Grounds�

 �  BFirkus@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  CThurner@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  RGrzyb@SMSRCatholic.com  �

Music & Liturgy �

  Tyler Andreae, Director   �

� 715�855�1294, x 147 (SM)�

� 715�877�3400, x 120 (SR)�

     �  TAndreae@SMSRCatholic.com       �

Staff Directory�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults��������������������������������������� $2,956.00�

Offertory (Plate)���������������������������$700.00�

Total Envelope and Plate���������$3,656.00�

Thank you!�

Seeking Nomina�ons for Pastoral Council!�

Job Opportunity � Communica(on Coordinator for St. Mary's & St. Raymond's � 

Transforming Lives by Communica(ng Truth: St. Mary’s and St. Raymond’s Parishes 

are currently seeking candidates for a part�(me Communica(on Coordinator. This 

posi(on serves an important role by keeping everyone well�informed of parish 

events and helps foster a culture of evangeliza(on and accompaniment. Interested 

candidates should send a résumé and cover le5er describing your interest in and 

experience with communica(on, journalism, and/or marke(ng to Jon Jones, Director 

of Pastoral Ministry, at�JJones@SMSRCatholic.com. Please include the subject line 

“Applica(on: Communica(on Coordinator.”��

Job Opportunity � Pastoral Outreach Coordinator for St. Mary’s & St. Raymond’s: This 

is a part�(me posi(on, usually 8�10 hours per week.�Posi(on 

Overview is to provide structure, resources, and vision necessary 

for ac(va(ng parishioners as channels of God’s love through 

hands�on, prac(cal deeds of compassion to those in need or 

suffering. Interested candidates should send a résumé and cover 

le5er describing interest and experience with Pastoral Outreach 

to Jon Jones, Director of Pastoral Ministry, 

at�JJones@SMSRCatholic.com. Please include in the subject 

line�Pastoral Outreach.��

Do you have a knack for do�ng "i"s and 

crossing "t"s? Do you love mee�ng parents 

and their li�le (or not�so�li�le) ones? Are you 

a disciple of Jesus looking for a place to serve 

Him with your professional gi"s? The St. 

Mary's Faith Forma�on Coordinator role is a 

flexible, part��me posi�on that usually works 

remotely, except when on�site to host our dynamic family events. You'll re-

ceive meaningful ministry training, ongoing spiritual forma�on, and personal 

growth, all while collabora�ng crea�vely with the Faith Forma�on & Evange-

liza�on team as we help families grow strong in faith, with Jesus, and with 

each other! Be part of a team that's making a significant difference in the 

Church and in the lives of each individual we encounter. If that sounds like 

you or someone you know,�contact Jacqueline Van Hemert at 

JVanHemert@SMSRCatholic.com to learn more! �

Job Opportuni�es�

The Pastoral Council is a consulta*ve body made up of elected and appointed mem-

bers who give consulta*on to our pastor regarding our parish’ fulfillment of its mission 

and priori*es. At this *me we are seeking nomina*ons for whom you believe would 

represent our parish well.�Please submit a nomina*on slip with the name of the nomi-

nee and why you believe he/she would be a good candidate for serving on the Pastoral 

Council.�You may submit a nomina*on online using the code below, or you may fill out 

a nomina*on slip in the narthex and drop it in the basket.�We will be accep�ng nomi-

na�ons through Sunday, October 31. �

�

�

�

�

�

�

SM Nomina*on�             SR Nomina*on�



St. Mary’s & St. Raymond’s Parish News�

Save the Date!�

�

Oct. 26 � St. Raymond’s Mass moved 

� to 9am � Open to the Public�

Nov. 3� Family Forma�on (K�5) and 

� Middle School (6�8) Edge � 

� St. Mary’s � 5:30pm�7:30pm�

Nov. 7� Family Forma�on (K�5) and 

� Middle School (6�8) Edge � �

� St. Raymond’s � Classes 

� from 9:45am�11:15am�

Nov. 7� Newcomers Dinner � St. 

� Mary’s 6pm�8pm�

Nov. 8 � St. Raymond’s Knights of 

� Columbus Blood Drive 

� Noon�6pm�

Nov. 9 � SM & SR Pastoral Council 

� Mee�ng�

Nov. 10� Confirma�on Prep Youth 

� Night � St. Mary’s 6:30pm�

� 8pm�

Nov. 11 � PCCW Mee�ng � St. Ray�

� mond’s Parish 6pm�

Nov. 13� Regis Catholic Schools Auc

� �on � The Florian Gardens 

� Eau Claire�

Nov. 17� Confirma�on Prep Retreat 

� for 9th Graders (1st year 

� Confirma�on) � St. Ray

� mond’s Parish 5pm�9pm.�

The St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish Coun-

cil of Catholic Women (PCCW) is seeking 

nomina/ons for the offices of our Execu-

/ve Commi3ee:���

�

�� President�

�� Vice President�

�� Secretary�

�� Treasurer/Historian�

�� Commission Chairs�

�� Spirituality Commission�

�� Leadership Commission�

�� Service Commission�

�

If you are interested in serving or would like to nominate someone, please contact 

Elaine Welin at�ewelin327@gmail.com�or Kim Gonyo at�tkgonyo@icloud.com�

�

A few of the reasons to serve St. Raymond Parish in the PCCW:���

�� To assist the pastor in the welfare of the parish, both spiritual and material�

�� To unite all parish women in religious, educa(onal and community ac(vi(es�

�� To develop leadership poten(al and mo(vate individuals to act upon current 

issues in church and society�

�� To serve as a medium through which the Catholic women of the parish may 

speak and act as a unit on ma5ers of public interest�

�� To provide consola(on and help to members who are ill, shut�in, aged or in dis-

tress�

�� To welcome any new members to our parish family and to our community�

�

Some of the PCCW Ac(vi(es:���

�� Pray Rosary Together�

�� Package Cookies for Seminarians�

�� Provide Spiritual Bouquets for Seminarians and for our Priests�

�� Take Up Collec(on at Mass on Divine Mercy Sunday�

�� Organize and Work at Funeral Dinners�

�� Sponsor A Family at Casa Hogar Orphanage, Peru�

�� Financially Help Youth in Our Parish A5end Spiritual Growth Opportuni(es�

�� Host Lenten Soup & Sandwich Suppers�

�� Host and A5end Deanery Council of Catholic Women Mee(ngs�

�� Provide GiKs for Youth as They Receive The Sacrament of Holy Eucharist��

�� Provide GiKs for Youth as They Receive The Sacrament of Confirma(on�

�� Send out Prayer Requests in (mely manner�

�� Work together on Making Quilt for Fall Fes(val Raffle�

�

Links:�

�� La Crosse Diocesan Council of Catholic Women: h5ps://www.ldccw.org/��

�� Na(onal Council of Catholic Women: nccw.org�

�

Saint Teresa of Calcu5a: �

“Life is a song, sing it. Life is a struggle, accept it.”� �

“There is no key to happiness; the door is always open.”�

�

Execu(ve Board: May God keep you safe!�

Claire Parr� �parrstrum@gmail.com� 715�878�4181�

Mary King��kingmarter@gmail.com� �715�878�9472�

Elaine Welin��ewelin327@gmail.com� 715�877�2532�



World Mission Sunday � October 24, 2021�
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Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION 
TAX 

SERVICE
1122 Birch St., Eau Claire     715-832-1534 

New Client Discount $10

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Altoona Family  
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day 
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount 

• All American Homestyle Cooking
2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy  
Altoona, WI 54720 (715) 830-5000

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL
350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing 
24/7 Towing

Patrick Kroll Carpets  
CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS 

Installation & Sales
715-832-4223

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783
www.muldoons.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!
Eau Claire & Altoona

Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802

www.hillcrestestates.net

Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona

715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

70% of people misusing prescription painkillers
get them from friends or relatives.  

Take as 
prescribed 

Lock 
up 

Don’t 
share

Dispose 
safely 

Find a disposal location
GetInvolvedASAP.org

Compliments of

PremiumLawnService.com

1233 W. Clairemont • Eau Claire

(715) 830-7444
www.atsservicecenter.com

Contact Kena Owen to place 
an ad today! kowen@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x5876

new for 2022
Medicare Plans that Share Your Mission
learn more: 920-430-0299


