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October 30 through November 7�

Sat., Oct. 30� 4:00p� SM� † Jerry Shermo�

� 6:00p � SR� † Tom Fallon & Family�

Sun., Oct. 31� 8:30a � SR� † Order of Foresters�

� 11:00a� SM� † Ken Colby�

(Misa en español)   �1:00p� SM� Priest Inten*on�

Mon., Nov. 1� 9:00a� SM� † Patricia Solis�

� 7:00p� SR� † Kay Nix�

Tue., Nov. 2� 8:00a� SR� † Deceased Members of �

� � � Hazelbauer Family�

Wed.,  Nov. 3� 5:30p� SM� † Michael Meyer�

Thu., Nov. 4� 8:00a� SR� Del Travis�

Fri., Nov. 5� 2:30p� SM� † Angela Mroczenski�

Sat., Nov. 6� 9:00a� SM� † Edward & Florence �

� � � Swatzina�

� 4:00p� SM� † Theresa Vellmure�

� 6:00p� SR� † E<a Birtzer�

Sun., Nov. 7� 8:30a� SR� † Henry & Ada Webster�

� 11:00a� SM� † Ma<hew Norlien�

(Misa en español)   �1:00p� SM� Priest Inten*on�

S�������� �� R��������������

�

� Thursday� 7:00p�9:00p� SR�

� Saturday � 10:00a�12:00p � SM�

E������	��� E���	����� � A��������

�

� Tuesday � 5:00p�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00p�10:00p� SR�

O����� H���	 �

� Mon�Thurs� 9a�noon or by apt � SM�

� Sunday� noon�3p� SM�

� Tues/Thurs� 9a�noon or by apt � SR�



Benedic�ne Stability�

As I enter my final month of sabba�cal in 

a Benedic�ne monastery, I’ll con�nue 

reflec�ng on their threefold vow of obe-

dience, stability, and conversion of life. 

Last �me we considered obedience. To-

day we’ll consider “stability.”�

Quite simply, Benedic�ne monks vow to stay in the monastery 

that they enter, unless obedience sends them elsewhere. His-

torically, monks were some�mes sent out as missionaries, or to 

be abbot of another monastery. But normally their promise to 

God included a defini�ve choice that this monastery would be 

their spiritual and physical home for the rest of their life.�

We live in the FOMO (“fear of missing out”) age in which peo-

ple young and old spend much of their day avoiding solid com-

mitments as they restlessly “connect” through social media. 

We live in an age in which people quite easily move from job to 

job, state to state, or marriage to marriage. Even when such 

moves are good and necessary, they are incredibly challenging 

for all concerned. Benedic�ne stability deserves our a2en�on!�

We can begin by naming what stability is not. It is not easy liv-

ing with a resistance to change. Every virtue has its shadow 

side. This past Sunday I had Mass and coffee with a neighboring 

community of Benedic�ne Sisters. One of them wisely suggest-

ed that a great tempta�on in Benedic�ne life is comfort. Com-

fort kills. When we se2le into an easy life, we will find our-

selves quite unhappy and quite stuck.� Comfortable living does 

not bring joy or delight. We can only experience joy if we are 

also open to risk and loss, to sorrow and death. There is no joy 

without vulnerability. Healthy rela�onships only survive and 

thrive when there is a willingness to make mistakes and repair 

the damage, to engage in difficult experiences, to work through 

healthy conflict, to admit truthfully what is not working well, 

and to move forward into the unknown with a trust that God 

will bring new life and new frui9ulness. The Benedic�ne vow is 

threefold � including conversion of life. Stability without con-

version brings death and decay.�

The true invita�on of stability is an invita�on to be fully present 

and engaged � with God; with others; and with one’s own 

body, mind, and spirit. It is direct spiritual combat against ace-

dia, some�mes called “sloth,” which is not what most people 

think it is! Too o�en acedia is viewed as “laziness” � which is to 

be comba�ed by discipline and hard work. As a recovering 

workaholic, I can personally tes�fy that we can numb ourselves 

with lesser labors just as much as with any other drug! No, ace-

dia, the noonday devil, is the siren call that pulls us away from 

being truly present, to stop feeling what we are feeling, to dis-

connect from our people and our environment, to hide and iso-

late. Yes, that can come in the form of “lazy” escapes, but the 

noonday devil does not discriminate in his tac�cs. He simply 

wants to lure us away from soaking in the present moment in 

all its fullness � and all the be�er if he does so without our even 

no�cing.�

Today’s restless FOMO culture is a prime example of acedia at 

work. FOMO (“fear of missing out”) paralyzes millions each day, 

keeping them glued to their smartphones while sapping their 

capacity to be truly present, to no�ce, to receive, to savor good-

ness, to mature, and to bear fruit.�

Even in the early months of social media and smartphones, I 

remember vividly a New York Times ar�cle in 2008, highligh�ng 

the experiment of an MIT professor with his economics stu-

dents. They played a simple computer game, in which they 

clicked on one of three doors. Behind each door were real cash 

prizes. But clicking on one door caused the others to shrink, and 

eventually, to disappear forever. Instead of finding the door of 

greatest value and clicking on it repeatedly, the majority of stu-

dents “kept their op�ons open,” terrified of commi4ng to one 

thing only. FOMO. To con�nue the analogy, we might say that 

one large group today flinches at commitment for fear of miss-

ing out, while the “comfort” crowd will keep clicking on the 

same door even when it long ago lost its value.��

Benedict begins his Rule with some sage commentary on these 

a4tudes of the human heart. He discusses different “kinds of 

monks.” There are solitary “hermits” (as he once was), and 

there are “cenobites” � those who live in a stable community 

life. But then there are also “sarabaites.” Rather than surren-

dering themselves in obedience and allowing a community to 

correct them, they build up a self�made rule and a self�given 

salva�on. “Their law is what they like to do, whatever strikes 

their fancy … Anything they believe in and choose, they call ho-

ly; anything they dislike, they consider forbidden.” Sound famil-

iar? It is the a4tude of so many towards religion and morality 

today � picking and choosing for ourselves that which is good, 

true, and beau�ful rather than allowing ourselves to be 

changed by the living God.�

Finally, Benedict discusses the “Gyrovagues,” who refuse to 

se2le down and tend to dri; from monastery to monastery, 

region to region. They wind up being “slaves of their own wills 

and gross appe�tes” and “are in every way worse than the 

Sarabaites.” At that point Benedict effec�vely says he should 

move on, because he has nothing nice to say.�

In our age that over�exalts being “open�minded,” the words of 

G.K. Chesterton come to mind: “Merely having an open mind is 

nothing; the object of opening the mind, as of opening the 

mouth, is to shut it again on something solid.” Benedic�nes 

understand that. They find the pearl of great price, and they 

commit to spending the rest of their life steadily pursuing it in 

conversion of life. I’ll consider that third and final dimension 

next �me!�

Sabba�cal Reflec�ons from Fr. Sakowski�



St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults����������������������������������������$4,170.00�

Offertory (Plate)���������������������������$692.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������$4,862.00�

Thank you!�

 �  JJones@SMSRCatholic.com  �

 �  SJulson@SMSRCatholic.com�

�   Communica*on@SMSRCatholic.com�

 �   Outreach@SMSRCatholic.com�

Evangeliza�on & Faith Forma�on �

  

�

    �  JVanHemert@SMSRCatholic.com�

 

�

    �  BMunns@SMSRCatholic.com�

  

 �  CNunez@SMSRCatholic.com �

�

    �  MCallaghan@SMSRCatholic.com�

Finance, Building & Grounds�

 �  BFirkus@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  CThurner@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  RGrzyb@SMSRCatholic.com  �

Music & Liturgy �

  Tyler Andreae, Director   �

� 715�855�1294, x 147 (SM)�

� 715�877�3400, x 120 (SR)�

     �  TAndreae@SMSRCatholic.com       �

Staff Directory�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults��������������������������������������� $4,765.00�

Offertory (Plate)���������������������������$637.25�

Total Envelope and Plate���������$5,402.25�

Thank you!�

St. Raymond’s Knights of Columbus Blood Drive�

Job Opportunity � Communica'on Coordinator for St. Mary's & St. Raymond's � 

Transforming Lives by Communica'ng Truth: St. Mary’s and St. Raymond’s Parishes 

are currently seeking candidates for a part�'me Communica'on Coordinator. This 

posi'on serves an important role by keeping everyone well�informed of parish 

events and helps foster a culture of evangeliza'on and accompaniment. Interested 

candidates should send a résumé and cover le6er describing your interest in and 

experience with communica'on, journalism, and/or marke'ng to Jon Jones, Director 

of Pastoral Ministry, at�JJones@SMSRCatholic.com. Please include the subject line 

“Applica'on: Communica'on Coordinator.”��

Job Opportunity � Pastoral Outreach Coordinator for St. Mary’s & St. Raymond’s: This 

is a part�'me posi'on, usually 8�10 hours per week.�Posi'on 

Overview is to provide structure, resources, and vision necessary 

for ac'va'ng parishioners as channels of God’s love through 

hands�on, prac'cal deeds of compassion to those in need or 

suffering. Interested candidates should send a résumé and cover 

le6er describing interest and experience with Pastoral Outreach 

to Jon Jones, Director of Pastoral Ministry, 

at�JJones@SMSRCatholic.com. Please include in the subject 

line�Pastoral Outreach.��

Do you have a knack for do�ng "i"s and 

crossing "t"s? Do you love mee�ng parents 

and their li�le (or not�so�li�le) ones? Are you 

a disciple of Jesus looking for a place to serve 

Him with your professional gi"s? The St. 

Mary's Faith Forma�on Coordinator role is a 

flexible, part��me posi�on that usually works 

remotely, except when on�site to host our dynamic family events. You'll re-

ceive meaningful ministry training, ongoing spiritual forma�on, and personal 

growth, all while collabora�ng crea�vely with the Faith Forma�on & Evange-

liza�on team as we help families grow strong in faith, with Jesus, and with 

each other! Be part of a team that's making a significant difference in the 

Church and in the lives of each individual we encounter. If that sounds like 

you or someone you know,�contact Jacqueline Van Hemert at 

JVanHemert@SMSRCatholic.com to learn more! �

Job Opportuni�es�

Monday, November 8th � Noon�6pm PLEASE BE GENEROUS!�



St. Mary’s & St. Raymond’s Parish News�

Save the Date!�

Nov. 1� All Saints Day Masses � St. 

� Mary’s at 9am and St. Ray

� mond’s at 7pm�

Nov. 3� Family Forma�on (K�5) and 

� Middle School (6�8) Edge � 

� St. Mary’s � 5:30pm�7:30pm�

Nov. 7� Family Forma�on (K�5) and 

� Middle School (6�8) Edge � �

� St. Raymond’s � Classes 

� from 9:45am�11:15am�

Nov. 7� Newcomers Dinner � St. 

� Mary’s 6pm�8pm�

Nov. 8 � St. Raymond’s Knights of 

� Columbus Blood Drive 

� Noon�6pm�

Nov. 9� Faith Study � St. Mary’s 

� 6pm�7pm�

Nov. 9 � SM & SR Pastoral Council 

� Mee�ng�

Nov. 10� Confirma�on Prep Youth 

� Night � St. Mary’s 6:30pm�

� 8pm�

Nov. 11 � PCCW Mee�ng � St. Ray�

� mond’s 6pm�

Nov. 13� Regis Catholic Schools Auc

� �on � The Florian Gardens 

� Eau Claire�

Nov. 17� Confirma�on Prep Retreat 

� (1st year Confirma�on) � St. 

� Raymond’s 5pm�9pm.�

St. Mary’s Silent Auc�on �

Basket Winners�

Coffee with Friends � Lynne Willer�

Na'vity � Linda Geraghty�

Family Fun � Jenn Albee�

Mikasa Christmas � Denise Hurless�

Our Genera'on Doll � Mary Frade6e�

Messy Pet Moments � Jessica Nayes�

Christmas Snowglobe � Megan Glassbrenner�

Cookies � Lisa Henrichs�

A Day of Pampering � Lisa Henrichs�

Boys Toys � Lee Henrichs�

Baby Girl � Cindy Melgard�

Apple Air Pods � Bridgit Chilson�

Regis School Voucher � Bridgit Chilson�

Wooden Train � Hannah Gerseth�

Sophie Girl � Jessica Nayes�

Accessories � Mary Weible�

George Forman � Dereck Gerseth�

Lavender � Sue Johnston�

Rubiks Cube � Karen Oemig�

Buck Candle Co. � Jenn Albee�

Spa Day � Robin Olson�

Holy, Holy, Holy � Bridgit Chilson�

Collapsible Set � Bridgit Chilson�

Growler Guys � Ralph Weible�

Cake Symphonies � Mary Weible�

Lego Girls � Jessica Nayes�

Handmade Boxes � Bridgit Chilson�

Family � Denise Hurless�

Be6er Way � Toni Buck�

Wooden Toy Truck � Betsy Wahl�

Pampered Chef � Jenn Albee�

Food Grinder � Kelsy SchwerdHiger�

The Last Supper � Bridgit Chilson�

Wrapping Sta'on � Mike LaPorte�

Slow Cooker � Dereck Gerseth�

Wine Basket � Linda Geraghty�

Red Cookware � Kelsy SchwerdHiger�

Juicer & Slicer � Ventura Ramos�

Jewelry by Williams � Sue Johnston�

Soda Bar � Hannah Gerseth�

Kwik Trip GiI Cards � Bridgit Chilson�

Pantry � Ventura Ramos�

Weather Tech Floor Liners � Pat Olson�

Newcomers’ Dinner�

Have you recently joined our parish? 

Or, are you considering joining? Do 

you know someone who is thinking 

about joining? If any of these de-

scribe you, we would like to invite 

you to our next Newcomers Dinner 

on�November 7th from 6:00�

8:00pm�in the St. Mary Conference 

Room. New parishioners from both 

parishes are welcome to come and 

get to know our staff leadership and 

parochial vicar, Fr. Peter Kieffer. 

Meal is free. Please RSVP 

to�sjulson@smsrcatholic.com.�

Men of the Bea&tudes�

Would you like to grow in your faith 

while connec'ng with other men? 

Men of the Bea'tudes is a small 

group of men sharing their faith, 

holding one another accountable, 

and deepening their prayer life. To-

gether they discuss vulnerably how 

they experience the Bea'tudes as a 

path to healing of their own broken-

ness and woundedness. These 

groups will start a new 8�week seg-

ment in early November. If you are 

in need of fellowship and connec'on 

and would like to join a group, con-

tact Lucas Munns 

at�munnsld@gmail.com.�

Faith Study: �

Claim Your Inheritance�

Star'ng November 9th, we will 

begin a new series on claiming our 

inheritance from the early Church. 

Focusing on the first three centuries 

of Chris'anity, we will explore im-

portant wri'ngs that laid the foun-

da'ons for the Church and how we 

con'nue to benefit from this living 

Tradi'on today. Topics will include 

apostolic authority, the Eucharist, 

and more! Come join us every�other 

Tuesday in the St. Mary Conference 

room star'ng on�Tuesday, Nov. 9th 

from 6:00�7:00pm. For more infor-

ma'on or to RSVP, contact John 

Glassbrenner 

at�jaglassbrenner@gmail.com.�



Prayer & Devo�on�
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Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION 
TAX 

SERVICE
1122 Birch St., Eau Claire     715-832-1534 

New Client Discount $10

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Altoona Family  
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day 
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount 

• All American Homestyle Cooking
2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy  
Altoona, WI 54720 (715) 830-5000

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL
350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing 
24/7 Towing

Patrick Kroll Carpets  
CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS 

Installation & Sales
715-832-4223

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783
www.muldoons.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!
Eau Claire & Altoona

Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802

www.hillcrestestates.net

Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona

715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

70% of people misusing prescription painkillers
get them from friends or relatives.  

Take as 
prescribed 

Lock 
up 

Don’t 
share

Dispose 
safely 

Find a disposal location
GetInvolvedASAP.org

Compliments of

PremiumLawnService.com

1233 W. Clairemont • Eau Claire

(715) 830-7444
www.atsservicecenter.com

Contact Kena Owen to place 
an ad today! kowen@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x5876

new for 2022
Medicare Plans that Share Your Mission
learn more: 920-430-0299


