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Pastor�

Fr. Derek Sakowski�

On Sabba�cal �

Parochial Vicar�

Fr. Peter Kieffer�

715�855�1294 ext. 140�

PKieffer@diolclergy.org�

Rectory: 715�514�0161�

W����� M�		 S�������

November 6 through November 14�

Sat., Nov. 6� 9:00a� SM� † Edward & Florence �

� � �      Swatzina�

� 4:00p� SM� † Theresa Vellmure�

� 6:00p � SR� † E%a Birtzer�

Sun., Nov. 7� 8:30a � SR� † Henry & Ada Webster�

� 11:00a� SM� † Ma%hew Norlien�

(Misa en español)   �1:00p� SM� Priest Inten2on�

Mon., Nov. 8� ��� No Mass ����

Tue., Nov. 9� 8:00a� SR� † Marie Schreier�

Wed.,  Nov. 10� 5:30p� SM� † Doreen Bauer�

Thu., Nov. 11� 8:00a� SR� † Shirley Ries�

Fri., Nov. 12� 2:30p� SM� † Robert & Joanne Manthey�

Sat., Nov. 13� 4:00p� SM� † JoAnn LeMere�

� 6:00p� SR� Toni Peterson�

Sun., Nov. 14� 8:30a� SR� Christy Lueck�

� 11:00a� SM� † Shirley Eliason�

(Misa en español)   �1:00p� SM� Priest Inten2on�

�

�

S�������� �� R��������������

�

� Thursday� 7:00p�9:00p� SR�

� Saturday � 10:00a�12:00p � SM�

E������	��� E���	����� � A��������

�

� Tuesday � 5:00p�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00p�10:00p� SR�

�

O����� H���	 �

� Mon�Thurs� 9a�noon or by apt � SM�

� Sunday� noon�3p� SM�

� Tues/Thurs� 9a�noon or by apt � SR�



What does a parochial vicar do 

while the pastor is on sabba�cal?�

�

At the end of this month Father Sa-

kowski will be returning from his sab-

ba�cal. Here are some of the ques-

�ons I’ve been asked during his �me 

on sabba�cal:�

�

1. Are you going to have a party at 

the rectory while Father Sakowski is 

away? (Answer: No. It has been nice celebra�ng a majority 

of the weekend Masses for the past few months. It has al-

lowed me to see many of the parishioners on a more regu-

lar basis. I have also enjoyed being able to have dinner at 

several parishioners’ homes during this �me.)�

�

2. That’s a lot of responsibili�es with two parishes and be-

ing chaplain at Regis. Are you going to be able to handle all 

of that? (Answer: Thanks be to God � I have. God has made 

it work out. One of the interes�ng things I no�ced early on 

was that some people assumed that I was going to have all 

this extra work on my plate while Father Sakowski was 

away. In one sense, that’s true. I have celebrated many of 

the weekend Masses, heard a majority of the Confessions, 

and celebrated most of the weddings and funerals. But, the 

day�to�day opera�on of the parish has not changed. We 

s�ll have a phenomenal staff who oversees and carries out 

our ministry in the areas of evangeliza�on, faith forma�on, 

pastoral ministry, music, liturgy, finance, buildings, and 

grounds. We have a fantas�c team of directors and coordi-

nators who keep our parishes not just running, but also 

thriving. I’m very blessed to work with such an outstanding 

team of disciples.�

�

3. What are you going to do when Father returns?�

(Answer: Take a nap.)�

�

4. What has it been like for you while Father Sakowski has 

been on sabba�cal? (Answer: Ironically, this is not the first 

�me I have served as a parochial vicar while my pastor has 

gone on a sabba�cal. At my last assignment at St. 

Ma8hew’s Parish in Wausau, Wisconsin, my pastor took a 

three�month sabba�cal toward the beginning of my third 

year at the parish. For his sabba�cal he par�cipated in an 

eleven�week program called the Ins�tute for Con�nuing 

Theological Reflec�on in Rome in which the priests par�ci-

pa�ng learned about the priesthood through theology, art, 

culture and travel throughout Italy. At that �me, I also was 

assigned as chaplain to Newman Catholic, the Catholic high 

school and middle school in Wausau. I really had to balance 

my �me. It was a busy �me, but fortunately I was blessed 

with an excellent staff with whom I worked very well and 

with parishioners who offered words of support and en-

couragement. God gave me the grace and energy that I 

needed in order to serve well the people of the parish and 

school. One of the things I learned during that �me was 

that as a priest you do not need to fill every moment of 

your �me at the parish. It is okay and even good to have 

free evenings with nothing going on. I also learned that it 

does not ma8er how much work you do unless you have 

go8en to know the people at the parish and at the school. I 

enjoyed that experience very much, and it increased my 

desire to serve in parish ministry.�

�

When I found out that Fr. Sakowski would be taking a three

�month sabba�cal this fall, some of the other priests in the 

Diocese dubbed me the “sabba�cal priest,” since I again 

was in a situa�on where my pastor would be taking a sab-

ba�cal. Rather than serving one parish and one HS/MS like 

before, I have been serving two parishes and a HS/MS over 

the last couple of months. Fortunately, I have been blessed 

with a fantas�c staff with whom I enjoy working and with 

kind words of support and encouragement from fellow pa-

rishioners. The last few months have been busy, but God 

has given me the grace and energy that I have needed to 

serve during this �me.�

�

One of the things that I have learned during this �me is 

that no two parish and school assignments are the same. I 

realized early on that my experience of this “sabba�cal cov-

erage” was going to be different than my first “sabba�cal 

coverage.” Each parish and school is unique and has its 

own way of opera�ng. I have also learned the importance 

of trus�ng in God and in myself when I have difficult deci-

sions to make. Through prayer and consulta�on with trust-

ed individuals, certain decisions were easier to make than 

others and brought a sense of peace, which I would have 

lacked had I tried to forge ahead by myself. I have enjoyed 

this experience very much, and it also has increased my 

desire to serve in parish ministry.�

Reflec�ons from Fr. Kiefer�

Pray for Dobbs �

Join Catholics and other Pro�Life Chris�ans � Register 

for the Na�onal Prayer Event, Thursday, November 18, 

7:00p. The Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health case be-

fore the Supreme Court represents the best chance we 

have seen to overturn Roe 

v. Wade. It revolves 

around a Mississippi law 

banning abor�on aFer 15 

weeks. To register for the 

November 18 Prayer 

Event and to access short 

videos, a background flyer 

and other resources, visit 

prayfordobbs.com. �



St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults����������������������������������������$5,408.00�

Offertory (Plate)������������������������$1,208.00�

Total Envelope & Plate������������$6,616.00�

Thank you!�

 �  JJones@SMSRCatholic.com  �

 �  SJulson@SMSRCatholic.com�

�   Communica2on@SMSRCatholic.com�

 �   Outreach@SMSRCatholic.com�

Evangeliza on & Faith Forma on �

  

�

    �  JVanHemert@SMSRCatholic.com�

 

�

    �  BMunns@SMSRCatholic.com�

  

 �  CNunez@SMSRCatholic.com �

�

    �  MCallaghan@SMSRCatholic.com�

Finance, Building & Grounds�

 �  BFirkus@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  CThurner@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  RGrzyb@SMSRCatholic.com  �

Music & Liturgy �

  Tyler Andreae, Director   �

� 715�855�1294, x 147 (SM)�

� 715�877�3400, x 120 (SR)�

     �  TAndreae@SMSRCatholic.com       �

Staff Directory�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults��������������������������������������� $3,906.00�

Offertory (Plate)���������������������������$298.00�

Total Envelope and Plate���������$4,204.00�

Thank you!�

St. Raymond’s Knights of Columbus Blood Drive�

Job Opportunity � Communica$on Coordinator for St. Mary's & St. Raymond's � 

Transforming Lives by Communica$ng Truth: St. Mary’s and St. Raymond’s Parishes 

are currently seeking candidates for a part�$me Communica$on Coordinator. This 

posi$on serves an important role by keeping everyone well�informed of parish 

events and helps foster a culture of evangeliza$on and accompaniment. Interested 

candidates should send a résumé and cover le3er describing your interest in and 

experience with communica$on, journalism, and/or marke$ng to Jon Jones, Director 

of Pastoral Ministry, at�JJones@SMSRCatholic.com. Please include the subject line 

“Applica$on: Communica$on Coordinator.”��

Job Opportunity � Pastoral Outreach Coordinator for St. Mary’s & St. Raymond’s: This 

is a part�$me posi$on, usually 8�10 hours per week.�Posi$on 

Overview is to provide structure, resources, and vision necessary 

for ac$va$ng parishioners as channels of God’s love through 

hands�on, prac$cal deeds of compassion to those in need or 

suffering. Interested candidates should send a résumé and cover 

le3er describing interest and experience with Pastoral Outreach 

to Jon Jones, Director of Pastoral Ministry, 

at�JJones@SMSRCatholic.com. Please include in the subject 

line�Pastoral Outreach.��

Do you have a knack for do�ng "i"s and 

crossing "t"s? Do you love mee�ng parents 

and their li�le (or not�so�li�le) ones? Are you 

a disciple of Jesus looking for a place to serve 

Him with your professional gi"s? The St. 

Mary's Faith Forma on Coordinator role is a 

flexible, part� me posi on that usually works 

remotely, except when on�site to host our dynamic family events. You'll re-

ceive meaningful ministry training, ongoing spiritual forma on, and personal 

growth, all while collabora ng crea vely with the Faith Forma on & Evange-

liza on team as we help families grow strong in faith, with Jesus, and with 

each other! Be part of a team that's making a significant difference in the 

Church and in the lives of each individual we encounter. If that sounds like 

you or someone you know,�contact Jacqueline Van Hemert at 

JVanHemert@SMSRCatholic.com to learn more! �

Job Opportuni�es�

Monday, November 8th � Noon�6pm PLEASE BE GENEROUS!�



St. Mary’s & St. Raymond’s Parish News�

Angel Tree Tags�

St. Raymond’s will have Angel Tree Tags on 

the Christmas Tree in the Gathering Space 

for the Christmas Season. Please take a tag 

off of the Christmas tree represen$ng a 

needy child in our area, purchase the toy/gi? 

described on the tag and return them to the 

Gathering Space, unwrapped, by Sunday, 

December 5. The St. Raymond PCCW will 

make sure the gi?s are delivered to the 

child. Thank you for your generosity!�

Volunteer Coordinator�

Catholic Chari$es is hiring a full $me Volun-

teer Coordinator to manage our extensive 

volunteer program. The coordinator is      

responsible for ac$vi$es related to the     

recruitment, on�boarding, and matching of 

volunteers to Catholic Chari$es programs 

and  projects.�

Candidates for this posi$on need to possess 

excellent communica$on skills, and ability to 

provide consistent organiza$on of volunteer 

events & opportuni$es. Candidates will have 

proven ability to conduct outreach and form 

rela$onships with various community organ-

iza$ons throughout Wisconsin. Prior recruit-

ment experience or management of volun-

teer or community programs is desired.  

Travel is required to our various offices/

communi$es in La Crosse, Eau Claire, and 

Wausau areas.�

Driver's license, reliable transporta$on, and 

auto insurance is required.�

Pay range is $17�$20 per 

hour based on    educa$on 

and experience. This posi$on 

is full $me with benefits and 

can be based out of our La 

Crosse or Eau Claire office.��

Save the Date!�

Nov. 7� Family Forma on (K�5) and 

� Middle School (6�8) Edge � �

� St. Raymond’s � Classes 

� from 9:45a�11:15a�

Nov. 7� Newcomers’ Dinner � St. 

� Mary’s 6:00p�8:00p�

Nov. 7� Daylight Savings Ends � turn�

� your clock back one hour�

Nov. 8 � St. Raymond’s Knights of 

� Columbus Blood Drive 

� Noon�6:00p�

Nov. 9� Faith Study � St. Mary’s 

� 6:00p�7:00p�

Nov. 9 � SM & SR Pastoral Council 

� Mee ng�

Nov. 10� Confirma on Prep Youth 

� Night � St. Mary’s 6:30p�

� 8:00p�

Nov. 11 � PCCW Mee ng � St. Ray�

� mond’s 6:00p�

Nov. 13� Regis Catholic Schools Auc

�  on � The Florian Gardens 

� Eau Claire�

�Marriage Blessings and �

� Socials at St. Mary’s and �

� St. Raymond’s�

Nov. 17� Confirma on Prep Retreat 

� (1st year Confirma on) �  

� St. Raymond’s 5p�9:00p.�

Nov. 17 � Early Deadline for  Nov. 28 �

� bulle n due to Thanksgiv�

� ing holiday.�

Newcomers’ Dinner�

Have you recently joined our parish? 

Or, are you considering joining? Do 

you know someone who is thinking 

about joining? If any of these de-

scribe you, we would like to invite 

you to our next Newcomers’ Dinner 

on�November 7 from 6:00p�8:00p in 

the St. Mary Conference Room. New 

parishioners from both parishes are 

welcome to come and get to know 

our staff leadership and parochial 

vicar, Fr. Peter Kieffer. Meal is free. 

Please RSVP�

to� sjulson@smsrcatholic.com.�

Men of the Bea&tudes�

Would you like to grow in your faith 

while connec$ng with other men? 

Men of the Bea$tudes is a small 

group of men sharing their faith, 

holding one another accountable, 

and deepening their prayer life. To-

gether they discuss vulnerably how 

they experience the Bea$tudes as a 

path to healing of their own broken-

ness and woundedness. These 

groups will start a new 8�week seg-

ment in early November. If you are 

in need of fellowship and connec$on 

and would like to join a group, con-

tact Lucas Munns 

at�munnsld@gmail.com.�

Faith Study: �

Claim Your Inheritance�

Star$ng November 9th, we will 

begin a new series on claiming our 

inheritance from the early Church. 

Focusing on the first three centuries 

of Chris$anity, we will explore im-

portant wri$ngs that laid the foun-

da$ons for the Church and how we 

con$nue to benefit from this living 

Tradi$on today. Topics will include 

apostolic authority, the Eucharist, 

and more! Come join us every�other 

Tuesday in the St. Mary Conference 

room star$ng on�Tuesday, Novem-

ber 9 from 6:00�7:00p. For more in-

forma$on or to RSVP, contact �

John Glassbrenner�

at�jaglassbrenner@gmail.com.�

Magnificat Renewal�

The Magnificat is a monthly publica$on de-

signed for daily use to develop your prayer 

life and to par$cipate in Mass. The cost is 

$30 for 12 months.� Orders will extend your 

current subscrip$on.� Register online or in 

the narthex/gathering space. Orders can be 

dropped in the collec$on basket or turned in 

to the office.� Make checks pay-

able to St. Mary Parish.� Pay-

ment and signups/renewals are 

due by December 1.�



Prayer and Devo�on�



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Mary, Altoona, WI A 4C 02-0290

Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Affordable Alternative to Larger Tax Services

ACTION 
TAX 

SERVICE
1122 Birch St., Eau Claire     715-832-1534 

New Client Discount $10

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com

Altoona Family  
Restaurant

• Open 6am-9pm Every Day • Breakfast Served All Day 
• Homemade Specials • 10% Senior Discount 

• All American Homestyle Cooking
2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy  
Altoona, WI 54720 (715) 830-5000

PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL
350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing 
24/7 Towing

Patrick Kroll Carpets  
CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS 

Installation & Sales
715-832-4223

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783
www.muldoons.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!
Eau Claire & Altoona

Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802

www.hillcrestestates.net

Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona

715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

70% of people misusing prescription painkillers
get them from friends or relatives.  

Take as 
prescribed 

Lock 
up 

Don’t 
share

Dispose 
safely 

Find a disposal location
GetInvolvedASAP.org

Compliments of

PremiumLawnService.com

1233 W. Clairemont • Eau Claire

(715) 830-7444
www.atsservicecenter.com

Contact Kena Owen to place 
an ad today! kowen@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x5876

new for 2022
Medicare Plans that Share Your Mission
learn more: 920-430-0299


