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December 11 through December 19�

�

Sat., Dec. 11� 4:00p� SM� † Jerry Shermo�

� � 6:00p � SR� SM & SR Parishioners�

Sun., Dec. 12� 8:30a � SR� † Kenneth Jaenke�

(Misa en español)   7:00a� SM� Priest Inten%on�

� � 11:00a� SM� † JoAnn LeMere�

Mon., Dec. 13� ��� No Mass ����

Tue., Dec. 14� 8:00a� SR� † Ma* Schreier�

Wed., Dec. 15 � 5:30p� SM� † Gary Gosnell�

Thu., Dec. 16� 8:00a� SR� † Bill Nelson�

Fri., Dec. 17� 9:00a� SM� † Robert & Joanne Manthey�

Sat., Dec. 18� 4:00p� SM� † Theresa Vellmure�

� � 6:00p� SR� † Bob Kotecki�

Sun., Dec. 19� 8:30a� SR� † Charles Bohlinger�

(Bi�lingual Mass)� 12:00p� SM� SM & SR Parishioners�

�

�

   � �

S�������� �� R��������������
�

� Thursday� 7:00�9:00p� SR�

� Saturday � 10:00a�12:00p  � SM�

�

E������	��� E���	����� � A��������
�

� Tuesday � 5:00�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00�10:00p� SR�

�

O����� H���	�

� Mon�Thurs� 9a�Noon or by apt� SM�

� Sunday� Noon�3p� SM�

� Tues/Thurs� 9a�Noon or by apt� SR�



Reflec�ons from Fr. Derek Sakowski�

Hoarding vs. Hope�

Advent is a season of hope. During these 

darkest days of year, we watch and wait.�

In our human experience of suffering, we 

abide and keep a sober vigil. In moments 

of felt powerlessness, frustra%on, anguish, 

agony, or grief, we cry out for a redeemer 

and savior. We feel our depths of emp%-

ness and need, and we hope. We feel the 

ache acutely and cry out with hear?elt 

longing, Come, Lord Jesus!!�

That’s the ideal, anyway. But let’s face it, hoarding can feel safer 

and easier than hoping.�

At the men%on of “hoarding,” we immediately think of par%cular 

people, places, or things. I’m not talking about the medically di-

agnosable condi%on. I am using the word in a broader, all�

inclusive sense.�

Most of us are hoarders in one way or another. It’s something we 

do to protect ourselves against feeling powerless, or against feel-

ing grief. It gives us a sense of power. It props up the illusion of 

being in control.�

Yes, we hoard by clinging to objects we no longer need, or by 

clu*ering our living space. Throwing them away means feeling 

grief and loss. It is a death, and we don’t want to die. Keeping an 

open and invi%ng living space feels naked and vulnerable. We 

don’t like feeling powerless.�

But we also hoard by clu*ering our schedules with unnecessary 

commitments. We feel less like a failure because of the things we 

say “yes” to (even though we inwardly resent all the things we 

“have to” do). We avoid the pain of conflict and live with the 

clu*er and chaos of too many commitments.�

We hoard by only tackling the tasks we feel confident about, 

while repeatedly avoiding the ones that would expose our weak-

ness or risk failure. We may even push those undesirable tasks 

onto others, shiJing the blame onto them, or cri%cizing the fail-

ure of their valiant a*empts.�

We hoard when we hold onto comfort and ease, resis%ng needed 

changes. We want our churches to feel familiar to us, to be our 

own li*le nest. First�%me visitors may feel uncertain, ashamed, or 

in%midated. They may be looking for someone or something. We 

wouldn’t know, because we talk to the same familiar people, 

ignoring the others.�

We hoard when we suffer in silence rather than humbly reaching 

out for help and risking rejec%on. We cling to others, expec%ng 

them to meet our needs without actually asking. We do things 

for them in “service,” calcula%ng that now they have to give us 

something in return. If I am en%tled, then no one can reject me, 

right? In all these behaviors, we might even style ourselves a 

“martyr,” but the real martyrdom is happening in the people 

around us who have to put up with our behaviors!�

We hoard with our addic%ve behaviors. We soothe ourselves 

with our screens, with our sugar, or perhaps even with impulsive 

cleaning and organizing � which may seem at first glance the op-

posite of hoarding. But it depends on why we are doing it. Is it a 

kindness to self and others, or is it avoiding and  numbing  what  I �

don’t want to face or feel?�

We hoard when we surround ourselves with busyness, noise, or 

talking. We resist silence and s%llness. We cannot stand to slow 

down and actually feel our loneliness, our grief, or our anger. We 

would rather pretend they are not there.�

But then how can we hope?�

Every human heart holds the capacity to hope. As Augus%ne of 

Hippo said, “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our 

heart is restless un%l it rests in you.” Within each of us is an insa-

%able desire, an intense longing for the living God. But will we 

allow ourselves to feel it?�

Hope can really hurt. To hope is to desire and not yet possess. 

That means that hope will include suffering. Hope will include 

grief. Hope will include vulnerability, even feeling powerless. We 

don’t like those experiences. And we hate to wait!�

Thankfully, God is a good Father who delights in us as his chil-

dren. He sees our struggles and loves us as we are. He knows our 

tendency to hoard; he gazes lovingly at us even as we repeatedly 

and relentlessly protect ourselves against him. We are so oJen 

like the dog hiding his head under the blanket. God smiles, and 

calls us by name.�

Yet God honors our freedom. He desires us to desire him. He will 

not force or coerce. Like a lover, he pursues and woos us. He gen-

tly prods us, invi%ng us to admit how naked, blind, and miserable 

we actually are (cf. Revela%on 3:14�20). We desperately need 

Jesus, but we do not like to feel the depths of our need.�

Jesus’ coming brings true comfort, las%ng peace, and abundant 

joy. Even in this world, he helps us to taste and see the goodness 

of the Lord. He blesses us with an abundance of love. Our hoard-

ing hearts keep crying out, “It won’t be enough!” and Jesus keeps 

assuring us, “My grace is enough for you; my power is made per-

fect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).�

Will we surrender our supposed control? Will we set aside our 

pseudo�comforts? Will we allow ourselves to grieve and mourn? 

Will we remember that we have here no las%ng city, that we are 

pilgrims passing through? Will we abide in hope?�

Come, Lord Jesus!!�

Bap�sm: Parents should request the bap�sm of their in-

fants at least two months prior to the  an�cipated date of �

bap�sm.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 

website for more  informa�on, to download forms, and to 

see upcoming bap�smal class dates.�

�

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebra�on of 

the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 

�me of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 

the an�cipated date of marriage. �

�

Anoin�ng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 

been sick for a long period of �me should receive the �

Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 

of the parish  offices to make arrangements.�

Sacraments�



Advent/Christmas�Staff Directory�

 �  JJones@SMSRCatholic.com  �

 �  SJulson@SMSRCatholic.com�

�   Communica%on@SMSRCatholic.com�

 �   Outreach@SMSRCatholic.com�

Evangeliza�on & Faith Forma�on �

  

�

    �  JVanHemert@SMSRCatholic.com�

 

�

    �  BMunns@SMSRCatholic.com�

  

 �  CNunez@SMSRCatholic.com �

�

    �  MCallaghan@SMSRCatholic.com�

Finance, Building & Grounds�

 �  BFirkus@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  CThurner@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  RGrzyb@SMSRCatholic.com  �

Music & Liturgy �

  Tyler Andreae, Director   �

� 715�855�1294, x 147 (SM)�

� 715�877�3400, x 120 (SR)�

     �  TAndreae@SMSRCatholic.com       �

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults�����������������������������������������$7187.00�

Offertory (Plate)�������������������������$1424.00�

Total Envelope & Plate�������������$8611.00�

Thank you!�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week�

Adults����������������������������������������$3932.00�

Offertory (Plate)��������������������������$349.00�

Total Envelope and Plate���������$4281.00�

Thank you!�

Advent Scripture Study�

Want to make this Advent a special %me of prayer and reflec%on? Join us at St. Ray-

mond’s for the Advent Medita%on and Scripture Study every Sunday of Advent. Our ses-

sions will begin on November�28 and will be right aJer Mass. We'll have some light hos-

pitality in the parish hall before we start. Bring your Bible and an open heart and get 

ready for a relaxing %me of community and prayer!�

St. Mary’s Giving Tree�

St. Mary’s has a giving tree in the Narthex to help the Sojourner House of Eau Claire this 

Christmas season.� This is a Catholic Chari%es shelter that helps the homeless in our area 

and are in constant need of some essen%al items.� All you have to do is grab a tag from 

the tree, purchase the items on the back and return them to the baskets below the tree 

by December 18.� Most of the items are inexpensive and easily found at a grocery store 

or big box retailer.� All of us pulling together a li*le can make BIG changes.���

St. Mary’s & St. Raymond’s Poinse�a Memorials�

Our Churches will be filled with Christmas PoinseTa’s once again this year. If you would 

like to donate a PoinseTa in memorial of a loved one please use your Christmas flower 

envelope from the packet or label a blank envelope with “Christmas Flowers”, your 

name and the name of your loved one. Each memorial is $10. This weekend is your last 

chance. Deadline is Dec. 12 and memorials will be listed in the Dec. 19 bulle%n.�

Daily Advent Reflec"ons � You s"ll have two weeks!�

4 great choices. Choose from one of the following: �

Chris Stefanick � Living Joy. Sign up for a FREE 26�day Advent retreat with Chris Stefan-

ick. With 26 days of joy�filled videos and daily reflec%ons, made specifically to fit your 

busy schedule, we know that YOU can unlock the secret to Living Joy TODAY. �

Visit reallifecatholic.com to register. �

Bishop Robert Barron � Daily Gospel Reflec%ons. Sign up for free daily reflec%ons by 

Bishop Barron by visi%ng: dailycatholicgospel.com/sign�up�daily�gospel �

Ma+hew Kelley � Dynamic Catholic with Daily Gospel Reflec%ons Sign up for free video 

medita%ons on the Gospel Reading for each day of Advent. Visit dynamiccatholic.com/

advent.html �

Praying with Scripture � A beau%ful way to prepare for the Birth of our Savior is to take a 

few minutes each day reflec%ng on a Scripture passage that describes the events leading 

up to Christmas. Go to diolc.org/deeper and click “Praying with Scripture” for a prayer 

card with 7 Scriptures or click on “Mysteries of the Rosary” for a prayer card with the 

five Joyful Mysteries. �

Help Catholic Chari"es love our neighbor this Advent �

Thousands of Afghan refugees are being housed temporarily at Ft. McCoy near Tomah. 

At last they have hope, but imagine how hard it is to start over with nothing, trying to 

adjust to a new language and culture. Catholic Chari%es of the Diocese of La Crosse is 

right there helping them. Catholic Chari%es reaches out to our neighbor in need in many 

other ways as well, from providing shelter to the homeless in our midst, to assis%ng fam-

ilies in need as the Christmas season approaches. Find out more, and how you can help, 

at cclse.org. Let your heart be touched this Advent. �

From the Diocese of La Crosse�

Join our Pilgrimage for Life to Washington, D.C., �

January 19�23. There has never been a more important %me to join the March for Life in 

our na%on’s capitol, with the Dobbs case being heard by the Supreme Court and the 

possibility of Roe v. Wade being overturned. Delibera%ons will go on for many weeks, 

with a decision expected in June. Let us show the Supreme Court jus%ces by our num-

bers and our passion that we stand strong for life. For the registra%on le*er, tenta%ve 

schedule, and details, visit diolc.org/yya and click on the Pilgrimage for Life tab. �



St. Mary’s & St. Raymond’s Parish News�

Men of the Bea�tudes�

Save the Date!�

Dec. 12� Our Lady of Guadalupe�

� Spanish Mass, 7:00a at �

� St Mary’s. Las Mañanitas �

� celebra'on at 6:00a. No�

� 1:00p Mass this day.�

Dec. 12� Social Sunday at St. Mary’s �

� and St. Raymond’s�

Dec. 12.� Deadline for Poinse-a �

� memorials at St. Raymond’s�

� and at St. Mary’s.�

Dec. 17� Commemora'on of Dedica��

� 'on of St. Mary’s Parish. �

� Mass at 9:00a. �

Dec. 18� St. Mary’s Giving Tree�

� Deadline to return gi2s.�

Dec. 19� Bilingual Mass, Fourth �

� Sunday of Advent, 12:00p at 

� St. Mary’s (No 11:00a or�

� 1:00p Mass)�

Dec. 19� Please stay a2er the 8:30a �

� Mass to decorate St. �

� Raymond’s for Christmas. �

� Refreshments provided!�

Dec. 19� Join us at 2:00p to decorate�

� St. Mary’s for Christmas. �

� Bring the whole family!�

Dec. 24� Mass at St. Mary’s at 2:00p,�

� 7:00p (Spanish), 10:00p.�

� Mass at St. Raymond’s at �

� 5:00p�

Dec. 25� Mass at St. Raymond’s �

� at 9:00a�

� Mass at St. Mary’s at 11:00a�

Dec. 31� Solemnity of Mary, Holy�

� Mother of God (not a Holy�

� day this year) Mass at �

� St. Raymond’s at 5:30p�

Jan. 1� Solemnity of Mary Mass at�

� St. Mary’s at 9:00a�

First Saturday Devo+on�

First Saturday’s at St. Mary’s:�

7:40�9:00 am��Confessions�

8:10 am��Entrance Procession��

8:11 am��Holy Rosary�

9:00 am��Holy Mass�

10:00 am��Confessions resume�

Join us for this special devo�on!�

Pastoral Outreach Coordinator for �

St. Mary’s & St. Raymond’s�

This is a part�%me posi%on, usually 8�10 

hours per week.� Posi%on overview, re-

sponsibili%es and qualifica%ons are avail-

able on both parishes’ websites. Interest-

ed candidates should send a résumé and 

cover le*er to Jon Jones at 

JJones@SMSRCatholic.com. �

Communica�on Coordinator for �

St. Mary's & St. Raymond's�

This is a part�%me posi%on, usually 15�20 

hours per week.� Posi%on overview, re-

sponsibili%es and qualifica%ons are avail-

able on both parishes’ websites. Interest-

ed candidates should send a résumé and 

cover le*er to Jon Jones at 

JJones@SMSRCatholic.com. �

This is a part�%me posi%on, usually 10 

hours per week.� Posi%on overview, re-

sponsibili%es and qualifica%ons are avail-

able on both parishes’ websites. Interest-

ed candidates should contact Jacqueline 

Van Hemert at�

JVanHemert@SMSRCatholic.com. �

Job Opportuni�es�

Rosary/Chaplet at St. Raymond’s�

St. Raymond’s will begin praying together 

again � before�  Sunday Mass. The Divine 

Mercy Chaplet will begin at 7:50a and the 

Rosary at 8:00a. Please come and join in 

with these beau%ful devo%ons.�

St. Raymond’s KOC�

Joining the Knights of Columbus 

can change your life! As a 

Knight you have the opportuni-

ty to strengthen our parish, 

give back to the community and grow in 

your Catholic faith. The membership 

number in the Knights of Columbus, in 

the world, is over two million! To join the 

Knights of Columbus call Grand Knight 

John Jaenke at 715�429�0052.�

Beginning the weekend of November 28 

and throughout Advent, the Knights will 

be selling the ‘Keep Christ In Christmas’ 

signs for $5 each.�

We will be selling rose*es aJer Mass 

each week un%l Christmas or as long sup-

plies last. The Knights will be making ro-

se*es on three more days December 9, 

11, and 15. �

Friday Fiat�

Subscribe to our Friday Fiat! Are you 

geTng our weekly email updates?�  Do 

you want to know more about what is 

happening at our parish?� Sign up by con-

tac%ng your parish office at 715�855�1294 

or 715�877�3400.�  Through our weekly 

email we highlight some amazing minis-

tries and introduce new things the staff 

has been working on.�

Would you like to grow in your faith while 

connec%ng with other men? Men of the 

Bea%tudes is a small group of men shar-

ing their faith, holding one another ac-

countable, and deepening their prayer 

life. Together they discuss vulnerably 

how they experience the Bea%tudes as a 

path to healing of their own brokenness 

and woundedness. These groups will start 

a new 8�week segment in early Novem-

ber. If you are in need of fellowship and 

connec%on and would like to join a 

group, contact Lucas Munns at�

munnsld@gmail.com.�

Faith Study at St. Mary’s�

Star%ng November 9, we will begin a new 

series on claiming our inheritance from 

the early Church. Focusing on the first 

three centuries of Chris%anity, we will 

explore important wri%ngs that laid the 

founda%ons for the Church and how we 

con%nue to benefit from this living Tradi-

%on today. Topics will include apostolic 

authority, the Eucharist, and more! Come 

join us every�other Tuesday in the St. 

Mary Conference room star%ng 

on� Tuesday, November 9 from 6:00�

7:00p. For more informa%on or to RSVP, 

contact  John Glassbrenner at �

jaglassbrenner@gmail.com.�

Formed.org�

This week we celebrate the Feast Day of 

St. John of the Cross.� � St. John of the 

Cross, Doctor of the Church, had a deep 

desire to help others grow in prayer. In 

honor of this mys%cal saint, join Dr. Gray 

in the series Lec%o: Prayer as he dives 

into the simplicity and mystery of prayer. 

Visit Formed.org for free Catholic content 

and enrich your spirituality from the com-

fort of your home! �



Gaudete Sunday�

December 12, 2021 � Third Sunday of Advent �

ZEP 3:14�18A; IS 12:2�6; PHIL 4:4�7; LK 3:10�18 �

�

We have arrived at Gaudete Sunday (Gaudete is the La%n word for 

“rejoice”) this Third Week of Advent, and the Scriptures take on a joyful 

tone as we con%nue our prepara%ons for the feast of our Savior’s birth. 

Our Second Reading gives us cause for joy as St Paul reminds us, “The 

Lord is near. Have no anxiety at all….” Then he provides us with a pre-

scrip%on for maintaining this peace: “In everything, by prayer and pe%-

%on, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. Then the 

peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts 

and minds in Christ Jesus.” Paul’s instruc%ons for obtaining peace come 

as an early Christmas giJ. They remind us that we can and should go to 

God with all our needs and present them to Him along with our thanks. 

This guidance calls to mind a vital aspect of a stewardship way of life: 

gra%tude to God in response to His great love and countless giJs to us. 

The Gospel passage from Luke shows us how to live out this sense of 

thankfulness, making our lives a “Christmas giJ” to Christ in a joyful 

response to His love for us. When the crowds hear John the Bap%st’s 

message that their Savior is coming, they ask him what they should do 

to prepare. He responds, “Whoever has two cloaks should share with 

the person who has none. And whoever has food should do the same.” 

He tells tax collectors to stop collec%ng more than is prescribed and 

soldiers to be sa%sfied with their wages. In other words, he tells them 

to be good and generous stewards of all God’s giJs to them! As the 

great feast of Christmas draws near, let us rejoice in Christ’s extrava-

gant love. Let’s avail ourselves of the peace He longs to give us. And 

let’s look carefully at our lives to make sure we are indeed making them 

a giJ fiTng for Him. �

�

From the Diocese of La Crosse�

Rejoice! 
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Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com
PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL

350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing 
24/7 Towing

Patrick Kroll Carpets  
CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS 

Installation & Sales
715-832-4223

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783
www.muldoons.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!
Eau Claire & Altoona

Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802

www.hillcrestestates.net

Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona

715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

70% of people misusing prescription painkillers
get them from friends or relatives.  

Take as 
prescribed 

Lock 
up 

Don’t 
share

Dispose 
safely 

Find a disposal location
GetInvolvedASAP.org

Compliments of

PremiumLawnService.com

1233 W. Clairemont • Eau Claire

(715) 830-7444
www.atsservicecenter.com

Contact Kena Owen to place 
an ad today! kowen@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x5876

new for 2022
Medicare Plans that Share Your Mission
learn more: 920-430-0299


