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Pastor�

Fr. Derek Sakowski�

715�855�1294 ext. 101�

DSakowski@diolclergy.org�

Parochial Vicar�

Fr. Peter Kieffer�

715�855�1294 ext. 140�

PKieffer@diolclergy.org�
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W����� M�		 S�������
 �

December 18 through December 26�

�

Sat., Dec. 18� 4:00p� SM� † Theresa Vellmure�

� 6:00p � SR� † Bob Kotecki�

Sun., Dec. 19� 8:30a � SR� † Charles Bohlinger�

� 12:00p� SM� SM & SR Parishioners�

Mon., Dec. 20� ��� No Mass ����

Tue., Dec. 21� 8:00a� SR� † Harold Grunhardt�

Wed., Dec. 22 � 5:30p� SM� † Michael Meyer�

Thu., Dec. 23� 8:00a� SR� † Patricia Caprez�

Fri., Dec. 24� 2:00p� SM � † Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Bohl�

� 5:00p� SR� † Gwen Jacobson�

(Misa en español)   �7:00p� SM� Priest Inten7on�

� 10:00p� SM� Priest Inten7on�

Sat., Dec. 25� 9:00a� SR� † Guy & Mary Wood�

� 11:00a� SM� SM & SR Parishioners�

Sun., Dec. 26� 8:30a� SR� SM & SR Parishioners�

� 11:00a� SM� † Louis Weiland�

(Misa en español)   1:00p�    SM� Priest Inten7on�

�

*Bold Mass Times Indicates a Change In Mass Time�

�

S�������� �� R��������������
�

� Thursday� 7:00�9:00p� SR�

� Saturday � 10:00a�12:00p  � SM�

�

E������	��� E���	����� � A��������
�

� Tuesday � 5:00�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00�10:00p� SR�

�

O����� H���	�

      Mon�Thurs      9a�Noon or by apt       SM�

      Sunday�           Noon�3p�      SM�

      Tues/Thurs      9a�Noon or by apt       SR�



Reflec�ons from Jon Jones�

What I want for Christmas�

It has been a lot of fun journeying 

through a white Advent this year.�  It 

isn’t common where my family and I are 

from that we get to enjoy so much snow 

for so long.�  I’m sure many of you are 

thinking “so much snow”? with much 

less enthusiasm!�  As cliché as it sounds, 

there is something magical about white 

fluff floa7ng to the ground, completely 

transforming the everyday in the blink of an eye.�  For me, it is 

another occasion to give gra7tude to God for the things He does 

just because.�All crea7on is as gratuitous as the snow; it never 

had to be.�

In the midst of the fes7vi7es I have been struck by the all too 

familiar ques7on, “And, what would you like for Christmas this 

year?”�  Year aIer year the image of a liJle child in the lap of a 

giant, jovial man dressed in red dominates our tv shows, movies, 

malls, and music.�  This ubiquitousness should tell us there is a 

deep need being touched here, a root desire that we all 

share.� Regardless of our sta7on in life or our experiences, we all 

share in this deep desire to want...something.�

Wan7ng is a curious thing.� To feel a lack, a void for something. I 

can oIen sa7sfy a desire and feel soothed for a while, but before 

long (some7mes not long at all!) that desiring feeling is back and 

I want something else.� This, too, should tell me something about 

what I want��that I long for something deeper and greater than 

whatever I am filling that void with.�

For a long 7me I lived by trying not to want things, and I did this 

for various reasons.�  All of which were damaging.�  I shouldn’t 

want things when I have so much already, Desire only leads to 

disappointment, I should focus on what I need instead of what I 

want (and what is the difference again?), or I ought to learn de-

tachment as the early monas7cs and live more spiritually.� Again, 

each of these were just cloaked ways of shielding my heart from 

pain and disappointment, expressions of my lack of trust in a God 

who says he is interested even in the silly things that maJer to 

me.�

“Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of 

your heart”, says Psalm 37.4.�  In the Gospels when approached 

by Bar7maeus Jesus asked, “What do you want me to do for 

you?” My heart is pricked as I take in these words and sit with 

them, feeling the difference between belief and unbelief, and 

giving myself permission to want things.� What do I want? What 

do you want?�

In one of his most famous wri7ngs, C.S. Lewis points out that for 

all our encouragement to die to ourselves by taking up our cross-

es it is never for the sake of self�denial itself.� The road of asce7-

cism ought to lead us to a deeper hunger but also a deeper fulfill-

ment beyond our wildest dreams.�  By clearing away the distrac-

7ons, our real desires can come into focus and we experience 

being closer to our Heavenly Father he meets them.�  “Indeed, if 

we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the stagger-

ing nature of the rewards promised in the Gospels,” he writes, “it 

would seem that Our Lord finds our desires, not too strong, but 

too weak.”� My desires, when I am willing to admit them, are not 

too much for God, but not enough!���

It takes faith and hope to trust that Jesus shows me how badly 

God wants to do more for me than meet my needs, he wants to 

be God�with�me, God�with�us, Immanuel.� And, that is my desire, 

to anchor myself completely in him, to embrace my iden7ty as 

his sheep, and to tell him that he is “My refuge and my fortress, 

my God, in whom I trust” (Ps. 91.2).�  God himself is my greatest 

desire.� And, that is exactly what he gives us.�

Take some 7me this Advent and Christmas to let God speak to 

you and ask you what you want.� You can pray with these Psalms 

or with this paragraph from the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church:�

The desire for God is wriJen in the human heart, because man is 

created by God and for God; and God never ceases to draw man 

to himself.�  Only in God will he find the truth and happiness he 

never stops searching for. (par. 27)�

Bap�sm: Parents should request the bap�sm of their in-

fants at least two months prior to the  an�cipated date of �

bap�sm.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 

website for more  informa�on, to download forms, and to 

see upcoming bap�smal class dates.�

�

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebra�on of 

the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 

�me of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 

the an�cipated date of marriage. �

�

Anoin�ng of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 

been sick for a long period of �me should receive the �

Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 

of the parish  offices to make arrangements.�

Sacraments�



From Outside Our Parishes�Staff Directory�

St. Mary’s Stewardship: 12/5/2021�

Adults�����������������������������������������$7187.00�

Offertory (Plate)�������������������������$1424.00�

Total Envelope & Plate�������������$8611.00�

Thank you!�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: 12/2/21�

Adults�����������������������������������������$3932.00�

Offertory (Plate)���������������������������$349.00�

Total Envelope and Plate����������$4281.00�

Thank you!�

 �  JJones@SMSRCatholic.com  �

 �  SJulson@SMSRCatholic.com�

�   Communica7on@SMSRCatholic.com�

 �   Outreach@SMSRCatholic.com�

Evangeliza"on & Faith Forma"on �

  

�

    �  JVanHemert@SMSRCatholic.com�

 

�

    �  BMunns@SMSRCatholic.com�

  

 �  CNunez@SMSRCatholic.com �

�

    �  MCallaghan@SMSRCatholic.com�

Finance, Building & Grounds�

 �  BFirkus@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  CThurner@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  RGrzyb@SMSRCatholic.com  �

Music & Liturgy �

  Tyler Andreae, Director   �

� 715�855�1294, x 147 (SM)�

� 715�877�3400, x 120 (SR)�

     �  TAndreae@SMSRCatholic.com       �

Eau Claire Homeless Vigil�

Each year, scores of unhoused people die in our state; some with no obituary, funeral, or 

burial. On the eve of the longest night, our community will hold space for those who 

have died this year. We will gather to pray, light candles, and remember. We hope this 

will be a transforma7ve moment when we all decide to work together to end the injus-

7ce of homelessness in Eau Claire. Please join your neighbors at the Phoenix Park laby-

rinth from 5:00 to 5:30PM on Monday, December 20. Organized by the JONAH Religious 

Leaders Coali7on, please call Lynn at 715�497�8732 for more informa7on. For more in-

forma7on about Jonah, go to jonahjus7ce.org.�

From the Diocese of La Crosse�

Join our Pilgrimage for Life to Washington, D.C., �

January 19�23. There has never been a more important 7me to join the March for Life in 

our na7on’s capitol, with the Dobbs case being heard by the Supreme Court and the 

possibility of Roe v. Wade being overturned. Delibera7ons will go on for many weeks, 

with a decision expected in June. Let us show the Supreme Court jus7ces by our num-

bers and our passion that we stand strong for life. For the registra7on leJer, tenta7ve 

schedule, and details, visit diolc.org/yya and click on the Pilgrimage for Life tab. �

Help Catholic Chari�es love our neighbor this Advent �

Thousands of Afghan refugees are being housed temporarily at Ft. McCoy near Tomah. 

At last they have hope, but imagine how hard it is to start over with nothing, trying to 

adjust to a new language and culture. Catholic Chari7es of the Diocese of La Crosse is 

right there helping them. Catholic Chari7es reaches out to our neighbor in need in many 

other ways as well, from providing shelter to the homeless in our midst, to assis7ng fam-

ilies in need as the Christmas season approaches. Find out more, and how you can help, 

at cclse.org. Let your heart be touched this Advent. �

Respect Life Christmas Prayer�

O Mary, Mother of Jesus and Mother of us all, we turn to you today as the one who said 

"Yes" to Life. "You will conceive and bear a Son," the angel told you. Despite the surprise 

and the uncertainty about how this could be, you said yes. "Be it done unto me accord-

ing to your word. "Mary, we pray today for all mothers who are afraid to be mothers. 

We pray for those who feel threatened and overwhelmed by their pregnancy. Intercede 

for them, that God may give them the grace to say “Yes” and the courage to go on. May 

they have the grace to reject the false solu7on of abor7on. May they say with you, "Be it 

done unto me according to your word." May they experience the help of Chris7an peo-

ple, and know the peace that comes from doing God's will. Amen. Prayer provided  by 

Mar7n Reiser at www.Pro�LifeAr7cles.org�.�

Ukrainian Christmas Dinner � January 8, 2022�

You are invited, January 8, 2022, to the Chalice of Mercy Ukrainian Christmas Dinner. 

Each year, Valentyna Pavsyukova, founder of Chalice of Mercy, a pro�life mission to 

Ukraine, hosts a Ukrainian Christmas Dinner at the Lillydale Event Center in Chippewa 

Falls. All proceeds from this delicious, mul7course meal served by young people in full 

Ukrainian garb, go to benefit the work of the mission. To learn more, visit diolc.org/

chalice�of�mercy. �

Pray for Dobbs, Pray for our Supreme Court Jus�ces �

Dobbs vs. Jackson Women’s Health is the Supreme Court case that could overturn Roe v. 

Wade�the decision that made abor7on legal in all 50 states. Nine jus7ces stand be-

tween life and death for millions of innocent children and their mothers. The hearing 

began December 1, with a ruling expected in June. Please fast and pray for God’s grace 

to touch our Supreme Court jus7ces. Pray for them by name: John Roberts, Samuel 

Alito, Amy Coney BarreJ, BreJ Kavanaugh, Clarence Thomas, Neil Gorsuch, Sonia So-

tomayor, Elena Kagan, and Stephen Breyer. For more informa7on and resources, visit 

PrayforDobbs.com. �



St. Mary’s & St. Raymond’s Parish News�

First Saturday Devo+on�

First Saturday’s at St. Mary’s:�

7:40�9:00 am��Confessions�

8:10 am��Entrance Procession��

8:11 am��Holy Rosary�

9:00 am��Holy Mass�

10:00 am��Confessions resume�
�

Join us for this special devo�on!�

Save the Date!�

Dec. 19� Bilingual Mass, Fourth �

� Sunday of Advent, 12:00p at 

� St. Mary’s (No 11:00a or�

� 1:00p Mass)�

Dec. 19� Please stay a*er the 8:30a �

� Mass to decorate St. �

� Raymond’s for Christmas. �

� Refreshments provided!�

Dec. 19� Join us at 2:00p to decorate�

� St. Mary’s for Christmas. �

� Bring the whole family!�

Dec. 24� Mass at St. Mary’s at 2:00p,�

� 7:00p (Spanish), 10:00p.�

� Mass at St. Raymond’s at �

� 5:00p�

Dec. 25� Mass at St. Raymond’s �

� at 9:00a�

� Mass at St. Mary’s at 11:00a�

Dec. 31� Solemnity of Mary, Holy�

� Mother of God (not a Holy�

�  day this year) Mass at �

� St. Raymond’s at 5:30p�

Jan. 1� Solemnity of Mary Mass at�

� St. Mary’s at 9:00a�

Jan. 2� Epiphany of the Lord�

Jan. 9� Bap9sm of the Lord�

Jan. 9� Faith Forma9on/Edge at �

� St. Raymond’s�

Jan. 9� Social Sunday at St. Mary’s�

� Noon�1:00p�

Jan. 10 � St. Raymond’s Knights of�

� Columbus mee9ng 7:00p�

Jan. 11� SM & SR Joint Pastoral�

� Council Mee9ngs�

Jan. 13� St. Raymond PCCW mee9ng�

� 6:00p in Library�

Jan. 15� “End of Life Seminar” at �

� St. Mary’s 12:30�4:00p�

Subscribe to our Friday Fiat! Are you 

geWng our weekly email updates?�  Do 

you want to know more about what is 

happening at our parish?� Sign up by con-

tac7ng your parish office at 715�855�1294 

or 715�877�3400.�  Through our weekly 

email we highlight some amazing minis-

tries and introduce new things the staff 

has been working on.�

Friday Fiat�

Pastoral Outreach Coordinator for �

St. Mary’s & St. Raymond’s�

This is a part�7me posi7on, usually 8�10 

hours per week.� Posi7on overview, re-

sponsibili7es and qualifica7ons are avail-

able on both parishes’ websites. Interest-

ed candidates should send a résumé and 

cover leJer to Jon Jones at 

JJones@SMSRCatholic.com. �

Communica"on Coordinator for �

St. Mary's & St. Raymond's�

This is a part�7me posi7on, usually 15�20 

hours per week.� Posi7on overview, re-

sponsibili7es and qualifica7ons are avail-

able on both parishes’ websites. Interest-

ed candidates should send a résumé and 

cover leJer to Jon Jones at 

JJones@SMSRCatholic.com. �

This is a part�7me posi7on, usually 10 

hours per week.� Posi7on overview, re-

sponsibili7es and qualifica7ons are avail-

able on both parishes’ websites. Interest-

ed candidates should contact Jacqueline 

Van Hemert at�

JVanHemert@SMSRCatholic.com. �

Job Opportuni%es�

Rosary/Chaplet at St. Raymond’s�

St. Raymond’s will begin praying together 

again � before�  Sunday Mass. The Divine 

Mercy Chaplet will begin at 7:50a and the 

Rosary at 8:00a. Please come and join in 

with these beau7ful devo7ons.�

Joining the Knights of Columbus 

can change your life! As a 

Knight you have the opportuni-

ty to strengthen our parish, 

give back to the community and grow in 

your Catholic faith. The membership 

number in the Knights of Columbus, in 

the world, is over two million! To join the 

Knights of Columbus call Grand Knight 

John Jaenke at 715�429�0052.�

Beginning the weekend of November 28 

and throughout Advent, the Knights will 

be selling the ‘Keep Christ In Christmas’ 

signs for $5 each.�

We will be selling roseJes aIer Mass 

each week un7l Christmas or as long sup-

plies last. This is our biggest fundraiser of 

the year and we use these funds to help 

those most in need in our area.�

St. Raymond’s KOC�Men of the Bea%tudes�

Would you like to grow in your faith while 

connec7ng with other men? Men of the 

Bea7tudes is a small group of men shar-

ing their faith, holding one another ac-

countable, and deepening their prayer 

life. Together they discuss vulnerably 

how they experience the Bea7tudes as a 

path to healing of their own brokenness 

and woundedness. These groups will start 

a new 8�week segment in early Novem-

ber. If you are in need of fellowship and 

connec7on and would like to join a 

group, contact Lucas Munns at�

munnsld@gmail.com.�

Faith Study at St. Mary’s�

Star7ng November 9, we will begin a new 

series on claiming our inheritance from 

the early Church. Focusing on the first 

three centuries of Chris7anity, we will 

explore important wri7ngs that laid the 

founda7ons for the Church and how we 

con7nue to benefit from this living Tradi-

7on today. Topics will include apostolic 

authority, the Eucharist, and more! Come 

join us every�other Tuesday in the St. 

Mary Conference room star7ng 

on� Tuesday, November 9 from 6:00�

7:00p. For more informa7on or to RSVP, 

contact  John Glassbrenner at �

jaglassbrenner@gmail.com.�

Formed.org�

Christmas is so much more than a hum-

drum story we've heard since childhood. 

In�The Story of the Na7vity: The Truth of 

Christmas�join top scholars, speakers, and 

authors as they explain the gravity of 

Christ's miraculous birth. Visit 

Formed.org for free Catholic content and 

enrich your spirituality from the comfort 

of your home! It’s easy and there is no 

longer a need for any passwords!�



Advent Sets the Stage for Christmas Joy�

When you enter your parish Church any 7me during the 

four weeks of Advent, it is one of the very few places in 

which you will not hear Christmas music. The Christmas sea-

son begins the evening of December 24th, not on Black Fri-

day or the day aIer Halloween. Advent has a feeling and 

purpose all its own. It is a 7me of internal prepara7on which 

is more important than presents and decora7ons. SeWng 

aside 7me for quiet reflec7on will allow you to ponder im-

portant ques7ons such as: What does it mean for the world 

that the Son of God has entered into it? What does it mean 

that Christ has entered our lives? We won’t celebrate Christ-

mas very well if we don’t reflect and pray about these 

things, if we do not hunger for Christ’s presence, if His birth 

is not a giI greater for us than any other. I first came to rec-

ognize the need for interior prepara7on in the season of 

Advent during a family celebra7on on Christmas Day. Inter-

es7ngly enough, it was a year in which I received a larger 

amount of giIs than usual. AIer our family completed 

opening our presents, I no7ced a real emp7ness in my 

heart. These feelings were significant enough that I started 

to ponder, over many days, the true meaning of Christmas 

and how the things of the world do not sa7sfy the longing of 

our hearts. When Adam and Eve freely chose against God, 

they separated themselves from Him. God did not abandon 

our first parents but promised to send His Son as our Savior, 

to reunite us with our Heavenly Father in a rela7onship of 

love. This is made possible through Christ’s Incarna7on, 

Death and Resurrec7on. During Advent, we want to remem-

ber the incredible giI of the Christ Child and how life is 

different for us since Our Lord’s victory over Satan, sin and 

death. Each of us is personally sinful and needs a Savior. If 

we are honest we must admit that we can be selfish, insen-

si7ve, lazy, greedy, ungrateful, uncommiJed, spiteful…and 

the list can con7nue. We are reminded of the “bad news” of 

our personal sin so that we appreciate the magnificence of 

the “good news” of a cure. This is to prepare us for Christ-

mas that is really the joyful “counterpoint” to sin. Advent 

prepara7on sets the stage for Christmas joy by reminding us 

of the harmful effects of sin in our life. On Christmas we will 

have a deeper understanding of the words at Mass: Today is 

born our Savior, Christ the Lord!” Jesus is our Savior, and 

therefore we are able to overcome the tempta7ons of Sa-

tan, habits of personal sin and eternal death by coopera7ng 

with God’s grace won for us by Christ on the Cross. Jesus 

loves us so much that He gave His life for each person so 

that we can be united with Him in the Sacraments and pray-

er, and forever in Heaven. Therefore, we are not alone; 

Christ is with us. In prayer, He enlightens, strengthens and 

frees us so that we can live a life of joy and peace, even 

amidst trials and difficul7es. This is true for every single per-

son who accepts the love of God. Life is hec7c and we have 

many things that vie for our aJen7on. Even if we are too 

busy or exhausted from all that we desire to accomplish 

during this season, we can ask the Holy Spirit to give us a 

hunger for Christ’s presence. He will answer that prayer. 

Planning the specified 7me for prayer each day is important; 

otherwise it can so easily fall by the wayside. Making a good 

confession during the season of Advent is something we 

don’t want to miss. Our burden of guilt and the weight of sin 

will be taken away, which leads to healing and interior free-

dom. This cleansing from sin allows more room in our heart 

for the Christ Child. We can also fast from TV programs or 

desserts or other things that we like a liJle too much, which 

really don’t sa7sfy our heart. Fas7ng helps increase our hun-

ger for Christ. Please know that it is not too late to begin the 

internal prepara7on for the coming of the Christ Child! In 

these days, prepare your heart so that the birth of the Christ 

Child coming as your Savior is your greatest giI on Christ-

mas Day. �

By Ann Lankford �
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Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com
PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL

350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing 
24/7 Towing

Patrick Kroll Carpets  
CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS 

Installation & Sales
715-832-4223

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783
www.muldoons.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!
Eau Claire & Altoona

Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802

www.hillcrestestates.net

Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona

715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

70% of people misusing prescription painkillers
get them from friends or relatives.  

Take as 
prescribed 

Lock 
up 

Don’t 
share

Dispose 
safely 

Find a disposal location
GetInvolvedASAP.org

Compliments of

PremiumLawnService.com

1233 W. Clairemont • Eau Claire

(715) 830-7444
www.atsservicecenter.com

Contact Kena Owen to place 
an ad today! kowen@4LPi.com 

or (800) 950-9952 x5876

new for 2022
Medicare Plans that Share Your Mission
learn more: 920-430-0299


