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Pastor�

Fr. Derek Sakowski�

715�855�1294 ext. 101�

DSakowski@diolclergy.org�

Parochial Vicar�

Fr. Peter Kieffer�

715�855�1294 ext. 140�

PKieffer@diolclergy.org�

Rectory: 715�514�0161�

W����� M�		 S�������
 �

January 22 through January 30�

�

Sat., Jan. 22� 4:00p� SM� † Rose�a Nelson�

� 6:00p � SR� † John Solomon�

Sun., Jan. 23� 8:30a � SR� SM and SR Parishioners�

� 11:00a� SM� † Roger Haas�

(Misa en español)    1:00p� SM� Priest Inten%on�

Mon., Jan. 24� ��� No Mass ����

Tue., Jan. 25� 8:00a� SR� +E�a Birtzer�

Wed., Jan. 26 � 5:30p� SM� + Ed and Lucille Su�er�

Thu., Jan. 27� 8:00a� SR� Pete and Lisa Melrose�

Fri., Jan. 28� 9:00a� SM� + Rich Wahl�

Sat., Jan. 29� 4:00p� SM� Priest Inten%on�

� 6:00p� SR� + Guy and Mary Wood Family�

Sun., Jan. 30� 8:30a� SR� Priest Inten%on�

� 11:00a� SM� + Evere� and Darlene Wolf�

(Misa en español)    1:00p� SM� Priest Inten%on�

�

S�������� �� R��������������
�

� Thursday� 7:00�9:00p� SR�

� Saturday � 10:00a�12:00p  � SM�

�

E������	��� E���	����� � A��������
�

� Tuesday � 5:00�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00�10:00p� SR�

�

O����� H���	�

      Mon�Thurs      9a�Noon or by apt� SM�

      Sunday             Noon�3� SM�

      Tues/Thurs      9a�Noon or by apt� SR�



Reflec�ons from Fr. Derek Sakowski�

“Purity Culture” � Lie #1�

       Ours is not an age of flourishing 

rela�onships, joyful marriages, or 

healthy sexuality. For decades, Chris-

�ans have been concerned about the 

toxic environment of the surrounding 

culture. So we have fought culture 

wars, trying to get the world to be more 

like us.�

       But what about us? What about our own marriages, our 

own families, and our own churches? Are we really as “pure” 

as all that?�

       Many Chris�an families and churches have rigidly created 

a “purity culture” in the hope of sheltering our children and 

keeping them pure. How has that worked for us?�

       All the latest research shows that church�going Chris�ans 

struggle every bit as much with abuse, neglect, pornography, 

addic�ons, codependency, marital infidelity, and domes�c 

violence � just to name a few. Isn’t it strange to “fight” to 

make the world just like us when our own house lies in ruins?�

       Jesus has a word for that: “You hypocrites!” In the Ser-

mon on the Mount, he reminds us to remove the wooden 

beam from our own eye before we a2empt removing the 

splinter from our brother’s eye (Ma2hew 7:5).�

       On my sabba�cal this past fall, I engaged in mul�ple train-

ings, all of which focused on providing care in the area of 

trauma, unwanted behaviors, and addic�ons. Each training 

operated with this bedrock principle: take the beam out of 

your own eye first! You cannot be of support to your brothers 

or sisters (or sons or daughters) if you have not first truthfully 

faced your own story and your own behaviors.�

       Two genera�ons of hard figh�ng from the “purity cul-

ture” have yielded struggling parents and struggling grand-

parents. Far from sheltering and preserving our children, the 

rigidity has actually plunged many Chris�ans (or former Chris-

�ans) into toxic shame, dysfunc�onal rela�onships, and un-

wanted behaviors.�

       That is because the purity culture is more rooted in fear 

than in love. In the fog of fear, it is easily hijacked by lies and 

distor�ons of sound doctrine. In the weeks ahead, I hope to 

unmask some of those lies and consider what Scripture and 

Chris�an Tradi�on actually teach about human love and sexu-

ality.�

       Lie #1: Purity as a Prize to be Lost. Far too o9en, our 

Chris�an churches and families have upheld a standard of 

“purity” as a prize to be lost. In this view, purity is black or 

white, on or off. Don’t be impure like those people. Be pure 

like these people. It’s a damaging and decep�ve dichotomy, 

rooted in self�righteousness, presump�on, and pride.�

       In Catholic life, the false dichotomy of “pure” versus 

“impure” shows up in a distorted understanding of “mortal 

sin” versus “state of grace.”� Many Catholics struggling with 

unwanted sexual behaviors feel tormented by fear and 

shame. They view themselves as spending most of their wak-

ing and sleeping hours in a state of sin (cut off / lost / cast 

out / impure). Then they go to Confession and feel great, 

thinking themselves “pure” again, holy again, worthy again. 

No�ce the presump�on and self�righteousness, and the lack 

of confidence in God’s unchanging covenantal love.�

       Yes, Catholic teaching and the Bible (1 John 5:17) talk 

about mortal sin. But the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

(n. 2352) also talks about culpability, par�cularly in the area 

of sexual sins. It is only a mortal sin if it is done with full 

knowledge and deliberate consent. If it is “unwanted” sexual 

behavior that o9en means that there was not deliberate con-

sent!�

       More importantly, the teachings of Jesus focus much 

more on organic growth into maturity in Christ. We abide in 

him as branches on the vine. We grow and bear fruit in him. 

We are members of his body, truly holy because he is holy in 

us. It is much more accurate to look at sin as a disease that 

needs tender and loving care than as an ON/OFF switch. Pride 

and self�sufficiency are far more damaging than lust! We are 

all sick sinners in need of the divine physician � each and eve-

ry day of our lives.�

       Even if I have just gone to Confession, I s�ll have a life-

long journey of conversion ahead of me. God will keep purify-

ing me, like gold in the furnace (i.e., the fire of his love). 

Meanwhile, sinner though I am, God will relentlessly pursue 

me in love, even if I keep going back to the same sins. Purity is 

not something I gain or lose. Purity is the flowering that slow-

ly emerges as I learn to receive and give love. It is the fruit of 

maturity in Christ.�

       Apart from Jesus we can do nothing. God alone is pure, 

and he deeply desires us to share in his eternal love. That 

sharing is an “already but not yet,” a gradual growth in disci-

pleship, a lifelong journey. We are already members of 

Christ’s body. He has truly given us a share in his life and his 

love. We can grow in maturity throughout our life. One day, 

we will defini�vely be pure as God is pure � when we see him 

face to face and become totally like him (1 John 1:1�3).�

       Yes, purity is a ba2le to be fought. But the ba2leground is 

not primarily in senate chambers or school boards or court-

rooms. The ba2leground is in the desert and on Mount Calva-

ry. The Victor is Jesus Christ, the new Adam. And we already 

know who wins!�

�       Lifelong growth in purity happens when we learn to have 

an unshakable confidence in the victory of Jesus. We bring 

that victory into our own daily ba2les � not just with sexual 

seduc�ons, but with all areas of our life. We consecrate all of 

it to him, in good �mes and in bad, in sickness and in health. 

We welcome his shed blood and the new and eternal cove-

nant that alone can save us. We let ourselves be loved and let 

him teach us how to love. Perfect love will cast out all fear!�

�

       To be Con$nued…�



January Priest and Staff Birthdays�

Robert Grzyb (January 3)�

Fr. Derek Sakowski (January 9)�

Marianne Callaghan (January 15)�

Jon Jones (January 21)�

Fr. Peter Kieffer (January 23)�

Evangeliza�on & Faith Forma�on �

  

�

    �  JVanHemert@SMSRCatholic.com�

 

�

    �  BMunns@SMSRCatholic.com�

  

 �  CNunez@SMSRCatholic.com �

�

    �  MCallaghan@SMSRCatholic.com�

Finance, Building & Grounds�

 �  BFirkus@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  CThurner@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  RGrzyb@SMSRCatholic.com  �

Music & Liturgy �

  Tyler Andreae, Director   �

� 715�855�1294, x 147 (SM)�

� 715�877�3400, x 120 (SR)�

     �  TAndreae@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  JJones@SMSRCatholic.com  �

 �  SJulson@SMSRCatholic.com�

�   Communic<on@SMSRCatholic.com�

 �   Outreach@SMSRCatholic.com�

Staff Directory�

Stewardship Totals: 01/16/2022�

Join Our Team�

Communica�on Coordinator for St. Mary’s and St. Raymond’s�

This is a part�
me posi
on, usually 15�20 hours per 

week. Posi
on overview, responsibili
es and qualifi-

ca
ons are available on both parishes’ websites. In-

terested candidates should send a résumé and cover 

le%er to Jon Jones at JJones@SMSRCatholic.com. 

Pastoral Outreach Coordinator for St. Mary’s and St. Raymond’s�

This is a part�
me posi
on, usually 8�10 hours per 

week. Posi
on overview, responsibili
es and qualifi-

ca
ons are available on both parishes’ websites. In� 

terested candidates should send a résumé and cover 

le%er to Jon Jones at JJones@SMSRCatholic. com.�

Faith Forma�on Coordinator for St. Mary’s�

This is a part�
me posi
on, usually 10 hours per 

week. Posi
on overview, responsibili
es and quali-

fica
ons are available on both parishes’ websites. 

Interested candidates should send a résumé and 

cover le%er to Jacqueline Van Hemert at 

JVanHemert@ SMSRCatholic.com.�

St. Mary’s Stewardship:�

Adults……………………………..$4,240.00�

Offertory (Plate)…………………..$680.25�

Total Envelope & Plate…..$4,920.25�

Thank you!�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship:�

Adults……………………………...$2,851.00�

Offertory (Plate)……………………$466.50�

Total Envelope & Plate….…..$3,317.50�

Thank you!�

Happy Birthday!�



Save the Date�

Jan. 30� Start of Catholic Schools’ �

� Week�

Feb. 1� Claim Your Inheritance �

� Faith Study 6:00pm @ SM�

Feb. 2� FFF/Edge in English @ SM�

Feb. 5� 1st Saturday Confessions,�

� Devo<ons and Mass @ SM�

Feb. 6� FFF/Edge @ SR�

Feb. 6 � FFF in Spanish @ SM�

Feb. 7� Guadalupe Council KC �

� Mee<ng 6:00pm @ SM�

Feb. 12� Anniversary Blessings at �

& 13� Weekend Masses�

Feb. 14� Trinity Council KC Mee<ng�

� 7:00pm @ SR�

Feb. 16� Parent/Child Ac<vity Night:�

� 1st Communion Prep. 

� 6:00pm @ SR�

Feb. 17� Elizabeth Ministry Mee<ng�

� 6:00pm @ SM�

�

*The Newcomers’ Dinner originally 

scheduled for Feb. 5 has been �

cancelled.�

Subscribe to the Friday Fiat�

Do you want to know more about 

what is happening at St. Mary’s Par-

ish or St. Raymond’s Parish? Sign up 

and join the group “St. Mary’s Parish 

News” or “St. Raymond’s Parish 

News.” Through our weekly email we 

highlight some amazing ministries 

and introduce new things our staff 

have been working on.   Sign up by 

either calling your parish office or by 

scanning your parish’s code below. �

St. Mary’s �

→�

St. Raymond’s �

→�

�

�

DIOCESE of LA CROSSE�

The Most Reverend William Patrick Callahan, D.D., Bishop of La Crosse, 

makes the following announcements:�

The Reverend George R. Szews, Pastor of St. Joseph Parish at PrescoL, 

has submiLed his leLer of resigna<on from the office of pastor and has 

been granted the status of senior priest, effec<ve January 3, 2022. �

�

The Reverend John L. Parr, Pastor of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish at 

Holmen, has submiLed his leLer of resigna<on from the office of pastor 

and has been granted the status of senior priest, effec<ve January 31, 

2022. �

�

The Reverend Monsignor Steven J. Kachel, Pastor of St. Patrick Parish in 

Onalaska and Dean of the La Crosse Deanery, is also appointed Parochial 

Administrator of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Holmen, effec<ve Janu-

ary 31, 2022. He retains his other assignments and his residence will re-

main at St. Patrick Parish rectory in Onalaska. �



First Sacrament of Reconcilia�on�

Congratula�ons to all from St. 

Mary’s and St. Raymond’s who made 

their First Confession this past week! �

A big thank you to all who helped 

them prepare at their retreat on  

January 12. �
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Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com
PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL

350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing 
24/7 Towing

Patrick Kroll Carpets  
CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS 

Installation & Sales
715-832-4223

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783
www.muldoons.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!
Eau Claire & Altoona

Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802

www.hillcrestestates.net

Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona

715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

Compliments of

PremiumLawnService.com

1233 W. Clairemont • Eau Claire

(715) 830-7444
www.atsservicecenter.com

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

new for 2022
Medicare Plans that Share Your Mission
learn more: 920-430-0299


