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Pastor�

Fr. Derek Sakowski�

715�855�1294 ext. 101�

DSakowski@diolclergy.org�

Parochial Vicar�

Fr. Peter Kieffer�

715�855�1294 ext. 140�

PKieffer@diolclergy.org�
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January 29 through February 6�

�

Sat., Jan. 29� 4:00p� SM� Priest Inten�on�

� 6:00p � SR� + Guy and Mary Wood Family�

Sun., Jan. 30� 8:30a � SR� Priest Inten�on�

� 11:00a� SM� + Evere( and Darlene Wolf�

(Misa en español)    1:00p� SM� Priest Inten�on�

Mon., Jan. 31� ��� No Mass ����

Tue., Feb. 1� 8:00a� SR� + George Dekan� �

Wed., Feb. 2 � 5:30p� SM� John Glassbrenner�

Thu., Feb. 3� 8:00a� SR� + Ruth Fischer�

Fri., Feb. 4� 9:00a� SM� + Marie(a Vanderkelen�

Sat., Feb. 5� 9:00a� SM� + Paul C. and Clara Bauer�

� 4:00p� SM� + Be(y Melgard�

� 6:00p� SR� Living and Deceased Family �

� � � Members�

Sun., Feb. 6� 8:30a� SR� + Dell Parr�

� 11:00a� SM� + Mary Lu Leibham�

(Misa en español)    1:00p� SM� David Manthey�

�

S�������� �� R��������������
�

� Thursday� 7:00�9:00p� SR�

� Saturday � 10:00a�12:00p  � SM�

� 1st Saturday� 7:30a�9:00a� SM�

     �

E������	��� E���	����� � A��������
�

� Tuesday � 5:00�9:00p  � SM�

� Thursday� 5:00�10:00p� SR�

�

O����� H���	�

      Mon�Thurs       9a�Noon or by apt� SM�

       Sunday             Noon�3� SM�

      Tues/Thurs       9a�Noon or by apt� SR�



Reflec�ons from Fr. Derek Sakowski�

“Purity Culture” � Lie #2�

   Last �me I began this series to raise 

ques�ons about the “purity culture.” For 

at least a couple of genera�ons now, its 

representa�ves have pretended to 

speak with the authority of Jesus and his 

Church. Fueled more by fear than by 

love, they have fought a protec�ve war 

against the menacing culture. We saw 

last �me how damaging it is to present 

purity as a prize to be lost. Rather, each of us can bring our 

diseased human heart to the divine physician, proceeding with 

unshakable confidence on a lifelong journey of growth, maturi-

ty, and frui(ulness.�

   Lie #2: Marriage will rescue me from my struggles. In many 

evangelical congrega�ons or in stricter Catholic families, the 

purity culture has upheld “purity” as a falsely exalted virginity. 

Those who enter marriage with their purity intact are upheld 

as mighty champions. They made it! On the surface, it seems 

like a great message. A.er all, fornica�on is a sin, because 

marriage is the God�given context for sexual intercourse. But is 

it really true that bringing virginity into marriage automa�cally 

makes you a champion? And does that make everyone else a 

loser?�

   In the very same Chris�an homes or extended families, chil-

dren are o.en abused or neglected (physically, emo�onally, 

sexually, or spiritually). They repeatedly see mom and dad not 

honoring and deligh�ng in each other. They see aggression 

and contempt � whether the more ac�ve kind (interrup�ng, 

shou�ng, swearing, name calling, pushing, hi4ng) or the pas-

sive kind (sulking, silent treatments, cold gazes, disengaging, 

avoiding, undermining, or gossiping). Such children only feel 

loved when they are the kind of child their parents prefer 

them to be. When mom or dad treat each other or the chil-

dren with contempt, the same parents pretend a.erward as 

though nothing happened. They may even talk about how 

amazing or wonderful family is, s�rring up a spirit of dread 

about “those people” in the world who are threatening family 

life.�

   Meanwhile, these same children and adolescents receive 

li8le to no real guidance about healthy sexuality. They discover 

pornography at a tender age and know ins�nc�vely that mom 

and dad would shame them if they knew about it.� They com-

mit one “impure” act and secretly fear that they must be one 

of the losers, not one of the champions.�

   Unwanted behaviors ensue, fueled by shame and secrecy. In 

the pressure cooker of supposed “purity,” humans begin to 

draw strange lines in the sand. Over the years, I have spoken 

to teens and young adults who have done just about every 

sexual act except for vaginal intercourse � because they didn’t 

want to lose their virginity before marriage.�

   Within this purity culture of our families and churches, how 

many millions of Chris�an young adults have sincerely believed 

that once they were married all these unwanted behaviors 

would melt away. SPOILER ALERT: they don’t.�

   Each of us brings our whole personal history into our present

�day rela�onships. We bring our heartache and heartbreak, 

our unresolved trauma, our toxic shame, and our self�

protec�on. In a fallen world that s�ll bears traces of the divine, 

every family is both beau�ful and broken. Amidst the broken-

ness, we have all learned ways of surviving. We know how to 

get through hard stuff without taking on even more wounds.�

   There is a brilliance here � using our God�given crea�vity to 

learn how to survive and even find some scraps of delight. 

How sad, though, when most or all of our human crea�vity is 

diverted into sheer survival. We are created for abundance, to 

be frui(ul and mul�ply. We are created to receive and give 

love.�

   I think C.S. Lewis put it best:�

To love at all is to be vulnerable. Love anything and your heart 

will be wrung and possibly broken. If you want to make sure of 

keeping it intact you must give it to no one, not even an animal. 

Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and li�le luxuries; avoid all 

entanglements. Lock it up safe in the casket or coffin of your 

selfishness. But in that casket, safe, dark, mo$onless, airless, it 

will change. It will not be broken; it will become unbreakable, 

impenetrable, irredeemable. To love is to be vulnerable.�

   Without vulnerability, without a capacity to receive the love 

of another as free gi., how can sex be healthy? When authen-

�c emo�onal expression is s�fled, how can marriage or family 

life flourish?�

   By overemphasizing “purity” before marriage, the purity cul-

ture has lost sight of the core of human love and sexuality: 

receiving and giving love, freely and wholeheartedly. Healthy 

and holy marriages are precious indeed! They slowly and 

steadily emerge as these two dis�nct children of God learn 

how to keep growing in maturity. Then they can (more and 

more) share from the fullness of their own heart, rather than 

use or manipulate, assault or punish, isolate or hide, guard or 

protect.�

   Maturing means both husband and wife must keep engaging 

their own personal story � understanding where they have 

come from. It means resis�ng the tempta�on to glamorize (“I 

had an amazing childhood!”) or minimize (“Others had it much 

worse…”). It takes enormous courage to tell the full truth 

about just how hard it was, how alone I felt, or how desperate-

ly I ached (and s�ll ache) to be loved as I am. Marriage will 

never fix that.�

   There are parallel truths for priesthood and celibacy. It is 

impossible to make a frui(ul gi. of one’s sexuality without an 

ongoing willingness to become a whole person capable of re-

ceiving love. I will soon be talking with 20 other priests about 

these topics!�

   As a Church, we have so much work to do in naming our own 

dysfunc�on � both in our priests and in our marriages. Certain-

ly, there are problems “out there” in the culture. But the trans-

forma�on always begins within our own minds, our own bod-

ies, and our own souls.�



Evangeliza�on & Faith Forma�on �

  

�

    �  JVanHemert@SMSRCatholic.com�

 

�

    �  BMunns@SMSRCatholic.com�

  

 �  CNunez@SMSRCatholic.com �

�

    �  MCallaghan@SMSRCatholic.com�

Finance, Building & Grounds�

 �  BFirkus@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  CThurner@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  RGrzyb@SMSRCatholic.com  �

Music & Liturgy �

  Tyler Andreae, Director   �

� 715�855�1294, x 147 (SM)�

� 715�877�3400, x 120 (SR)�

     �  TAndreae@SMSRCatholic.com �

 �  JJones@SMSRCatholic.com  �

 �  SJulson@SMSRCatholic.com�

�   Communic9on@SMSRCatholic.com�

 �   Outreach@SMSRCatholic.com�

Staff Directory� Stewardship Totals: 01/23/2022�

Join Our Team�

Communica�on Coordinator for St. Mary’s and St. Raymond’s�

This is a part�
me posi
on, usually 15�20 hours per 

week. Posi
on overview, responsibili
es and qualifi-

ca
ons are available on both parishes’ websites. In-

terested candidates should send a résumé and cover 

le%er to Jon Jones at JJones@SMSRCatholic.com. �

Faith Forma�on Coordinator for St. Mary’s�

This is a part�
me posi
on, usually 10 hours per 

week. Posi
on overview, responsibili
es and qualifi-

ca
ons are available on both parishes’ websites. 

Interested candidates should send a résumé and 

cover le%er to Jacqueline Van Hemert at 

JVanHemert@ SMSRCatholic.com.�

St. Mary’s Stewardship:�

Adults……………………………..$4,158.00�

Offertory (Plate)…………………..$1,113.67�

Total Envelope & Plate…..$5,271.67�

Thank you!�

St. Raymond’s Stewardship:�

Adults……………………………...$2,477.00�

Offertory (Plate)……………………$189.50�

Total Envelope & Plate….…..$2,666.50�

Thank you!�

Regis Catholic Schools�



Save the Date�

Jan. 30� Start of Catholic Schools’ �

� Week�

Feb. 1� Claim Your Inheritance �

� Faith Study 6:00pm @ SM�

Feb. 2� FFF/Edge in English @ SM�

Feb. 2� World Day of Prayer for �

� Consecrated Life�

Feb. 5� 1st Saturday Confessions,�

� Devo9ons and Mass @ SM�

Feb. 6� FFF/Edge @ SR�

Feb. 6 � FFF in Spanish @ SM�

Feb. 7� Guadalupe Council KC �

� Mee9ng 6:00pm @ SM�

Feb. 12� Anniversary Blessings at �

& 13� Weekend Masses�

Feb. 13� Social Sunday @ SM�

Feb. 14� Trinity Council KC Mee9ng�

� 7:00pm @ SR�

Feb. 16� Parent/Child Ac9vity Night:�

� 1st Communion Prep. 

� 6:00pm @ SR�

Feb. 17� Elizabeth Ministry Mee9ng�

� 6:00pm @ SM�

Feb. 20� RCIA/Pathways 12pm @SM�

Subscribe to the Friday Fiat�

Do you want to know more about 

what is happening at St. Mary’s     

Parish or St. Raymond’s Parish? Sign 

up and join the group “St. Mary’s  

Parish News” or “St. Raymond’s Par-

ish News.” Through our weekly email 

we highlight some amazing ministries 

and introduce new things our staff 

have been working on.   Sign up by 

either calling your parish office or by 

scanning your parish’s code below. �

St. Mary’s �

→�

St. Raymond’s �

→�

Elizabeth Ministry Mee�ng�

Thank you to all who 

helped to organize the 

Elizabeth Ministry 

mee�ng on January 20 

at St. Mary’s.�

Much fun was had by 

the women who  

a"ended.  �

Save the date for the 

next mee�ng on       

February 17!�

Rite of Welcome�

Congratula�ons to Anneka  Rogers 

who went through the Rite of         

Welcome during the 11:00am Mass at 

St. Mary’s on January 23!�

The Rite of Welcome is for non�

Catholic adults already  bap�zed in a 

different ecclesial community.  They 

declare their inten�on to con�nue 

their journey toward full communion 

with the  Catholic Church. �

Please pray for Anneka as she         

con�nues her journey toward           

becoming Catholic.�

Cookies and Prayers for Our Seminarians�

St. Raymond’s Parish Council of Catholic Women is asking each family to 

donate 2 dozen homemade cookies for our seminarians. Please place 

them in gallon size Ziploc bags, so they are safe to handle.  Annually, they 

package cookies and mail them to each of our seminarians, to let them 

know we are praying and thinking of them. Also, there is a sign up sheet 

in the gathering space for Spiritual Bouquets and Rosaries to be said for 

the seminarians, as they need our prayers. Please have your cookies     

delivered to the St. Raymond’s Kitchen by 9:30am on Sunday, February 

6th. If you have any ques9ons, please contact Mary King at 715�878�9472. �

FORMED Update�

Please note that our parishes’ subscrip�on to FORMED will expire on    

February 3, 2022.�



Guadalupe Council Family of the Month�

Youth Mass and Potluck�

       Thank you to all of the 

youth who helped with the 

different liturgical and    

hospitality ministries at the 

Youth Mass at St.           

Raymond’s on January 22.  �

       A fun and delicious 

potluck followed the Youth 

Mass in the St. Raymond’s 

Parish Hall.�

       Our Lady of Guadalupe Knights of Columbus Council at 

St. Mary’s would like to announce that Aaron and Cheree 

Tiry were named as Family of the Month for December.�

Aaron and Cheree have been married for seventeen years. 

They have been members of St Mary’s Parish since 2017.�

       You will see both Aaron and Cheree working with the 

usher ministry almost every weekend welcoming parishion-

ers to Mass. They have overseen the management of this      

ministry for several years now.�

       Aaron is also the chair of the St Mary’s Finance Council. 

He organizes all mee8ngs and sets the agendas. He is also a 

Relevant Radio Ambassador promo8ng Relevant Radio at 

St. Mary’s.�

       Cheree oversees the St Mary’s Facebook page. This              

communica8on tool has become a very important part of 

ministry at St. Mary’s, especially over the last several years. 

She is also a Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion.�

       They are owners of Team Tiry Real Estate, and Aaron is 

a Realtor Associa8on Board of Directors member. They are 

also very involved in our community. They have donated 

flowers and maintained the flower bed in Altoona’s 10
th

 Street Park since 2007. They have donated and 

distributed trees for Arbor Day to fourth and fi=h grade students at Regis Catholic Schools since 2013. 

They have been Empty Bowls & Feed My People sponsors since 2016, and they have been Hike for the 

Homeless�Beacon House sponsors since 2015.�

       The Knights thank the Tiry family for their great service to St. Mary’s and to the community and for 

their example of Catholic faith. May God bless them.�
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Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo  
Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-
dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.

Krische Law Office
Matthew J. Krische • Attorney

715-318-2737
21 S. Barstow St., Ste. 209, Eau Claire

www.eauclaireattorney.com

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 

 * Glass tabletops  * Mirrors cut to size 
* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts
1011 Vernon St., Altoona • 715-835-3144 
2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-Gomsrud-Linn 
Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS

www.lenmarkfh.com
814 First Ave., Eau Claire, WI 54703 

715-832-8301  
1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire, WI  

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, Parishioner
“Professional, quality dentistry for your entire family”

715-723-6800        38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls
www.dhcwi.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
                      Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave. 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating  
49 Years of Service

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen
Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Cremation Society of Wisconsin
Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

Funeral Chapel
535 S. Hillcrest Parkway, Altoona, WI 54720 
715-834-6411(CSW)      715-832-3428 (SPM) 

www.cremationsociety-wi.com 
www.stokesprockandmundt.com 

Ryan Kostka
715-828-0863715-828-0863
Eau Claire, WI

www.Rock-N-Stonemasonry.com

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com
PLUMBING–HEATING-INDUSTRIAL

350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26 Altoona, WI 54720
715-834-5409        MP#232816     Fax# 715-834-9039

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing 
24/7 Towing

Patrick Kroll Carpets  
CARPETS & VINYL PRODUCTS 

Installation & Sales
715-832-4223

MEN’S WEAR inc.
SINCE 1950

832-3502 | 1-800-942-0783
www.muldoons.com

NEW HOMES FROM 59K!
Eau Claire & Altoona

Finance or Rent to Own
715-834-6802

www.hillcrestestates.net

Quality auto body repair you can trust.
1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona

715-832-2756 AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

Compliments of

PremiumLawnService.com

1233 W. Clairemont • Eau Claire

(715) 830-7444
www.atsservicecenter.com

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

new for 2022
Medicare Plans that Share Your Mission
learn more: 920-430-0299


