
 
St. Mary 

1812 Lynn Avenue 
Altoona, WI  54720    

715-855-1294  
 www.stmarys-altoona.com 

 

 
St. Raymond of Peñafort 

E10455 Mallard Road  
Fall Creek, WI  54742  

715-877-3400  
www.straymond.us 

Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of  

ST. MARY&  ST. RAYMOND 
OF PEÑAFORT  

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord | April 2nd, 2023  

Vol. 8 • No. 14    

Pastor 
 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 6502 
DSakowski@diolclergy.org 

Parochial Vicar 
 

Fr. Levi Schmitt 
715-855-1294 ext. 1012 
LSchmitt@diolclergy.org 

Rectory: 715-514-0161 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday, April 1st  
     4:00pm † David Fein Sr.               (SM) 
     6:00pm Priest Intention                                                (SR) 
Sunday, April 2nd     

     8:30am † Marilyn Lee                                                (SR) 
     11:00am † Elizabeth Nyberg                                    (SM) 
     1:00pm SM & SR Parishioners                               (SM) 
(Misa en español)     
Monday, April 3rd ——— No Mass ——— 
Tuesday, April 4th  
     8:00am  —No Mass—                                             (SR) 
Wednesday, April 5th 
     5:30pm † Phyllis Gosnell                                            (SM) 
Thursday, April 6th  (Holy Thursday) 
     7:00pm † Ronald Fisher                                             (SM) 
Friday, April 7th  (Good Friday) 
     3:00pm —Liturgy—                                                 (SM) 

Saturday, April 8th  (Holy Saturday) 

     9:00pm   Angela Adkins             (SM) 
Sunday, April 9th (Easter Sunday)  
     8:30am  † Marjorie Willer                                           (SR) 
     11:00am  Alicia Ricciardi                                            (SM) 
      1:00pm  SM & SR Parishioners                              (SM) 
(Misa en español)     
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 

                   St. Mary                             St. Raymond                    
Saturday: 10:00am–12:00pm    Thursday: 7:00pm–9:00pm     
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 

 

                    St. Mary                    St. Raymond          
Tuesday: 5:00pm–8:00pm         Thursday  5:00pm–10:00pm  
 

Office Hours 
 

                   St. Mary                               St. Raymond              
Sunday             Noon-3pm            Tues/Thurs      9am-Noon*    
Wed-Fri           9am-Noon*                                                   
     *or by appointment                                              



Update from Finance, Building & Grounds 

As I am writing this Fiat, I am monitoring the piles of snow and ice outside and trying to guess when they 

will be totally melted.  Maybe I should have started a 50-50 raffle and sold chances to guess when the last 

snowball melted in the St. Mary parking lot or the St. Mary School playground.  You may wonder why I am 

pondering the snow melting.  St. Mary is hosting the Triduum this year and I would like to have all of the 

parking spaces in the lot available for use. These days the sun is very powerful along with the reflection 

on the blacktop.  We just need some sunny days.   Hopefully by the time you read this it will all be gone! 

I am including a summary of our finances through February 28, 2023. Both parishes are financially stable. 

St. Mary parish was blessed to be included in an estate distribution this year. I believe Fr Sakowski men-

tioned this might have been the first family who included St. Mary in their will since he became pastor. It was nice to be remembered.   

St. Raymond’s financial statement includes the large concrete project on the north end. As noted, there wasn’t a budget for this capital 

item, but all of the money was earned in prior years. If you deduct that expense from net actual income we currently show a profit of 

$33,576. 

St. Mary is also carrying a profit instead of the projected budgeted loss. Both parishes gains are attributed to the positions that have 

been vacant.  We currently have only one left to fill, that being the receptionist/secretary position for both parishes.  If you know some-

one with office skills who is looking, please send them our way.  

St. Raymond just finished the God’s Hands Capital Campaign.  The only project left on this Campaign is the storage shed. We currently 

have $126,095.82 to spend on this project.  We have been waiting for lumber prices to go down.  We may incorporate an activity area 

with this project. Stay tuned.  

Fr. Sakowski just shared the Inspired by the Spirit numbers with you so I will wait a few months to update those totals.  

Recently, we have seen an increase in retirees taking advantage of donating their Required Distribution from their IRA, or other  
deferred retirement account directly to St. Mary or St. Raymond parish.  
 
Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs) are minimum amounts that IRA and retirement plan account owners generally must 
withdraw annually starting with the year they reach age 72 (73 if you reach age 72 after Dec. 31, 2022).  
 
The parishioner requests their account distribution be made out to St. Mary or St. Raymond Parish. By doing so, the distribution is no 
longer taxable income to them. This practice benefits both the recipient and the tax paying donator. If you have any questions on how to 
set this up contact me anytime.  
 
As I come to the end of this article I am checking the weather forecast and it looks like spring weather is on it’s way.  Someone  
mentioned 60 degrees for Easter.  Who knows? Keep melting snow! 
 
Bonnie Firkus 
Director of Finance, Building and Grounds 

Chippewa Falls Knights of Columbus Smelt Feed 

The Chippewa Falls Knights of Columbus will be holding our annual all you can eat Smelt Feed open to the public, on Thurs April 27th, 
at the Chippewa KC Hall 236 Pumphouse Road in Chippewa Falls. We will be serving a delicious meal of deep fried smelt, cole slaw, 
baked beans and homemade bread with refreshments for $12.00 at the door. All who attend will be eligible for Cash drawing prizes. 1st 
is 1-$300.00 cash prize, 2nd is 2-$100.00 cash prizes 3rd is 3-$50.00 cash prizes and 4th is 4-$25.00 cash prizes. We will be holding  
several raffles throughout the evening. Smelt Feed starts at 4:30pm until 7:30pm. For questions please call Tim at (715) 271-4737 

Committee Members Needed 

The St. Raymond Parish Council of Catholic Women (PCCW) is seeking a few women to be on a short term committee to plan the next 

women's social. The committee would decide the date and format of the social and be supported by the PCCW core members. One 

core member has already volunteered to coordinate child care during the social. The PCCW core group is very small and is committed 

to supporting a yearly women's social event, but needs other women to help make this happen. Contact Mary King at  

kingmarter@gmail.com or call 715-878-9472 if you would like to be part of this team.  



Evangelization & Faith Formation  

                                       

       BMunns@SMSRCatholic.com                                
  

  CNunez@SMSRCatholic.com                                                      

   

                                                 

       MCallaghan@SMSRCatholic.com

  KMelcher@SMSRCatholic.com                        

Finance, Building & Grounds                             
  

  BFirkus@SMSRCatholic.com                                        

   

  CThurner@SMSRCatholic.com                                           

   

Music & Liturgy                                                      
  Tyler Andreae, Director   

 715-855-1294, x 6503 (SM)

 715-877-3400, x 120 (SR)                                            

    TAndreae@SMSRCatholic.com                                          

715-855-1294, x 6507 (SM)

 715-877-3400, x 121 (SR)

   MVanHemert@SMSRCatholic.com

  Receptionist@SMSRCatholic.com                                      

  Heather Halberg, 

   Communication@SMSRCatholic.com                               

  Mark Burmesch, 

715-855-1294, x 6512 (SM)

   PastoralOutreach@SMSRCatholic.com 

Staff Directory 

Estate Planning  
There are many ways to financially invest in our com-
munities. Would  you prayerfully consider treating one 

of the parishes as one of your children in your will or 
estate planning? For more information contact  

Bonnie Firkus: bfirkus@smsrcatholic.com.  

 Thank You!    Stewardship Totals Last Week    Thank You! 

 St. Mary St. Raymond 

Adults: $9,514.00                $1,986.00 

Offertory (Plate): $    978.75 $    352.30        

Total: $10,492.75 $2,338.30 

Donate Online!    SCAN ME    SCAN ME 

From the Diocese of La Crosse  
and from your Pastor 

Holy Week, Abortion, and the Wisconsin Supreme Court Race 
 

The PBS Wisconsin headline on Feb. 22 got right to the point: “National 

debate over abortion turns to Wisconsin Supreme Court race.” It was 

referring to the election that will take place on Tuesday, April 4. Media 

coverage of the two Supreme Court candidates and their philosophies is 

widespread, and abortion has been the constant focal point. As we 

inform ourselves, and then cast our vote on April 4 – Tuesday of Holy 

Week – let us cherish the fact that Jesus himself took on flesh as a tiny, 

developing child in the womb of Mary, so that one day, on the Cross of 

Calvary, he might rescue us from darkness and sin. Likewise, every 

preborn child is in the image of the Lord who created and redeemed us. 



Apr. 3 KC Meeting  
 6pm - St. Raymond 
Apr. 4 No 8am Mass 
 - St. Raymond 
Apr. 4 Catechism in a Year  
 Discussion Group 9am  
 - St. Mary 
Apr. 4 Chrism Mass 10:30am  
 - La Crosse 
Apr. 5 Family Faith Formation  
 Topic: God, The Father 
 6pm - St. Mary 
Apr. 6 Cancelled 8am Mass,  
      Adoration and Confessions 
 - St. Raymond 
Apr. 6 Triduum - Evening Mass of 
 the Lord’s Supper 7pm  
 Adoration 8pm-Midnight 
 - St. Mary 
Apr. 7 Triduum - Friday of the 
 Lord’s Passion Liturgy 
 3pm - St. Mary 
Apr. 8 Confessions 10am-Noon 
  - St. Mary 
Apr. 8 Triduum - Vigil of the  
 Resurrection of the Lord 
 9pm - St. Mary 
Apr. 9 Triduum - Resurrection of 
 the Lord - Regular Mass 
 times and locations 
Apr. 10 KC Blood Drive 12-6pm 
  - St. Raymond 
Apr. 11 Catechism in a Year  
 Discussion Group 9am  
 - St. Mary 
Apr. 12 Parish Ensemble 6:30pm  
 - St. Raymond 
Apr. 13 Coffee Community 
 8:45am - St. Raymond 
Apr. 13 PCCW Meeting 6pm  
 - St. Raymond 
Apr. 15 & 16 Anniversary  
 Blessings at Masses 
Apr. 16 Hospitality Sunday  
 Divine Mercy Sundaes 
 9:30am - St. Raymond 

Upcoming Events 

Please join us as we learn, practice, and grow in discipleship of Christ. Our ‘Guided While 
Guiding’ series will work through selected programs from Franciscan University of 
Steubenville’s Catechetical Institute. Our Parish will be offering various topics through-
out the year in sessions ranging from 6 to 8 weeks long. You are encouraged to join up 
with any/all of the sessions offered throughout the year. As this program is a guided 
workshop through online materials, even if you have conflicts for one or two sessions,  
you can still grow deeper in faith as part of this community. If interested, please contact 
Michael Van Hemert at mvanhemert@smsrcatholic.com with any questions or simply 
show up to the first scheduled session. Please bring a laptop, tablet, or smartphone--
whatever device you are most comfortable doing some light typing on--to each session. 

Tuesdays St. Mary Parish 6-7:30pm 6 weeks 3/28-5/2 

Guided While Guiding 

St. Raymond KC Blood Drive 

The St. Raymond Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a Red Cross Blood Drive on  

Monday, April 10th in the St. Raymond Parish Hall from 12-6pm. Your donation of life 

saving blood is urgently needed. You can sign up for a time, by calling 1-800-RED-CROSS 

or visiting RedCrossBlood.org and entering Fall Creek. Please be generous.  

Administrative & Pastoral Coordinator: A Full-Time position that  

provides administrative support to our parish staff and provides  

welcoming and pastoral care to parishioners and guests. In addition, the 

position will coordinate our pastoral outreach program, helping to reach 

those in our community that are homebound and in care facilities.  

SMSRCatholic Current Job Posting 

Pastoral Outreach Meeting 

We will be having a short 45 minute meeting on Sunday, April 16th after the 8:30am 

mass @ St. Raymond in the parish hall, and after the 11am Mass @ St. Mary in the li-

brary. We ask that all current volunteer ministers delivering Holy Communion to the 

homebound attend one of these meetings for a quick update, short discussion, and 

some quick paperwork. Please check your email for a specific message on this topic. If 

you are not a current volunteer minister in this program, are you a fellow Catholic with a 

caring, compassionate heart? Do you give of yourself trying to brighten someone’s day? 

Do you have an hour or two available each month? Do you feel the call to help others? 

The Pastoral Outreach program is looking for more volunteers to help visit and deliver 

Holy Communion to the homebound. Currently, St. Mary and St. Raymond have about 

20 volunteers who minister to roughly 110 neighbors and friends who are in need. Near-

ly all of these folks are visited at least twice per month, some weekly. Volunteering just 

1-3 hours per month can make a huge difference in someone’s quality of life and mental 

well being. And, you will quickly feel just how satisfying and heartwarming it is to share 

of the love of Christ with those in need! You do not need to currently be an Extraordi-

nary Minister of Holy Communion to join this ministry. If you want to learn more, you 

are invited to attend one of the meetings on Sunday, April 16th. Or you can feel free to 

contact Mark Burmesch at PastoralOutreach@SMSRCatholic.com or call , and leave a 

voice message at 715-855-1294 ext 6512. 



Lay Formation Institute 

Be Part of an Amazing Adventure in Faith – Join the Lay Formation Institute!  

Registration is now open for the next two-year Lay Formation cycle that begins in fall of 2023. 
Draw closer to Christ and deepen your knowledge of the Faith in a joyful community of learn-
ers! See complete information and application form at diolc.org/lay-formation or use your 
smartphone’s camera to scan this QR code. Discuss with your pastor and contact the Office for 
Ministries and Social Concerns at ministries@diolc.org or call 608.791.0161.  

http://www.diolc.org/lay-formation
mailto:ministries@diolc.org
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Eau Claire
 

Catholic Radio 
Station- AM 1050

 
715-832-6171

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name 

used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 

LLC, Member SIPC, a registered broker-

dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells 

Fargo & Company.

Piltz Glass & Mirror
* Fogged/Broken GLASS REPLACEMENTS 
* Glass tabletops	  * Mirrors cut to size 

* Storm window and screen repair 
* Custom Tub/Shower Enclosures 

* Aluminum Storefronts

1011 Vernon St., Altoona 
715-835-3144 

2 blocks off Clairement Ave. & Hastings 

Lenmark-
Gomsrud-Linn

Funeral & Cremation
Services

www.lenmarkfh.com

814 First Ave., Eau Claire

715-832-8301 

1405 N. Clairemont Ave., Eau Claire

715-834-4456

Erin Tessendorf, DDS, 
Parishioner

“Professional, quality dentistry 
for your entire family”

715-723-6800
 38 E Grand, Chippewa Falls

www.dhcwi.com

JULSON’S 
Auto Service

“Complete Auto Service”
Domestic • Foreign

1505 Western Ave.� 715-834-5832 
Eau Claire� Jim & Steve Julson

Celebrating 49 Years of Service

Family Owned Since 1954

ANDERSON FUNERAL HOME
715-286-2222

312 S. STONE, AUGUSTA
Toll Free 1-866-715-2250

www.Andersonfhaugusta.com

Maureen Anderson
Director

 

Trenton Berg
Director and

Pre-need Insurance Agent

Cremation &
Pre-Arrangement
Services Available

Monuments
& Markers

Chilson Subaru
Hwy 93 

Eau Claire

www.chilsonsubaru.com

PLUMBING–HEATING-
INDUSTRIAL

350 Sunday Dr., P.O. Box 26
Altoona, WI

715-834-5409   
Fax# 715-834-9039  

MP#232816   

715-832-4795 • 715-723-9655 
MP# 682390

Auto Repair | Auto Body Refinishing

24/7 Towing

1233 W. Clairemont 
Eau Claire

(715) 830-7444
www.atsservicecenter.com

Foster 
Bar & Grill

Family Owned Since 1976
• Homemade Pizza’s 
• Specialty Burgers

Downtown Foster

OPEN 11AM TO 2AM DAILY

Jim • 715-226-8037 • Ben
WE WORK ALL WINTER

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Kena Owen

kowen@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5876

Quality auto body repair 
you can trust.

1528 Spooner Ave, Altoona
715-832-2756

AltoonaAutoBodyLLC.com

Jason Bourget, FIC 

Assistant General Agent 
Office: 715-644-5632 

Cell: 715-937-7039 

jason.bourget@kofc.org

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 
Life Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance 

Retirement Annuities • Disability Income Insurance

   We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those    
  plans we do offer in your area.  Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get 
 information on all of your options.
 Investment Advisory Services offered through Alphastar Capital Management, LLC, an SEC 
registered Investment Adviser. SEC registration does not constitute an endorsement of the firm by 
the Commission, nor does it indicate that the adviser has attained a particular level of skill or ability.

Turning 65 this year?Turning 65 this year?
    We make Medicare     We make Medicare 
                 a Piece of Cake!                 a Piece of Cake!

Turning 65 this year?Turning 65 this year?
    We make Medicare     We make Medicare 
                 a Piece of Cake!                 a Piece of Cake!

Hi! I’m Kia, your local 
Retirement Professional
Medicare Plan Comparison

8 Personalized
8 Informative
8 No-Obligation

715-379-3778 | kia@rsswi.com
www.rsswi.com

Dan Helland
(715) 835-9113
RotoRooter.com/EauClaireWI/

Eau Claire & Chippewa FallsEau Claire & Chippewa Falls


