
  

2nd Sunday of Lent -  February 28, 2021 

 
 

 Parish Staff 
 

Pastor ............................................................... Fr. Mark Joppa 

Deacons ....................................... Steve Koop and Jack Nicklay 

Business Administrator ........................................ Rory Gilbert 

 

Pastoral Associates: 

Elementary Faith Formation...............................Kathy Kovarik 

Youth Ministry and Faith Formation ............... Amy Schroeder 

Music Director ....................................................... Adam Baus 

Pastoral Care ........................................................ Jack Nicklay 

 

Support Staff: 

Office Manager……………………………………………...Cindy Mitchell  

Director of Maintenance ..............................  Todd Salmonson 

Faith Formation Assistant .................................. Carol Goecke 

Nursery Coordinator ................................. Ann Marie Valento 

 
 

Ministries, Chairs & Contacts 
 

Parish Trustees .......................... Rose Svitak and Bob Schultz                                                                 

Parish Council Chair .................................... Mike Gutterman 

Finance Council Chair .........................................  Bob Schultz 

Adult Formation/Bible Study .................... Marylee Stabenow 

Mission Outreach/Sister Parish ......................... Mary Hilgers 

Pro Life Committee ...............................................Julie Dines 

Adoration ...............................................................Jane Korf 

St. Rita’s Women’s Council ............................... .Cathy Schmit 

Sun. Night Prayer Group ..................................... Tim Murray 

Knights of Columbus. .......................................... Brian Olson 

Garden Committee………...Rosanne Haupert & Cathy Mitchell                                          

Liturgical Environment Committee……………..Nancy Reckinger 

 ............................................. ……………………….and Phyllis Bries 

Ladies Craft Ministries ..................................... Karen Callinan 

Donut Sunday ............................................ Sharron Hoffman 

Community Meal ................................................Jack Nicklay 

Parish Nurse ................................................... Mary Fran Koch Weekend Liturgies 
Saturday 5:00 pm 

Sunday  8:30 and 10:30 am 
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Penitential Rite 
 Lord have mercy 
 Christ have mercy 
 Lord have mercy 
 
 

Opening Prayer 
First Reading:   Genesis 1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18 
  

 reader acclaims: “The Word of the Lord”  
 All (reply):  “Thanks be to God” 

 

Responsorial Psalm:  Ps 116;10, 15, 16-17, 18-19 
 

      R.  I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill 
 me with the joy of salvation. 

 

Second Readings:  Romans 8:31b-34 

reader acclaims: “The Word of the Lord 
 All:  “Thanks be to God” 
 
From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard: 
This is my beloved Son, listen to him. 

 

Gospel:   Mark 9:2-10 

Jesus took Peter, James, and John  
and led them up a high mountain apart by themselves. 
And he was transfigured before them,  
and his clothes became dazzling white,  
such as no fuller on earth could bleach them. 
Then Elijah appeared to them along with Moses,  
and they were conversing with Jesus. 
Then Peter said to Jesus in reply,  
“Rabbi, it is good that we are here! 
Let us make three tents:  
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
He hardly knew what to say, they were so terrified. 
Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over them;  
from the cloud came a voice,  
“This is my beloved Son.  Listen to him.” 

Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone 
but Jesus alone with them. 

As they were coming down from the mountain, 
he charged them not to relate what they had seen to 
anyone, except when the Son of Man had risen from 
the dead. 
So they kept the matter to themselves,  
questioning what rising from the dead meant. 

      Liturgy of the Word for  Sunday, February 28, 2021 

Priest: “The Gospel of the Lord”     

 All: “Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ” 

Profession of Faith 

All:   I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of 
God, born of the Father before all ages. 
 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

 

For us men and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he 
suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the 
third day an accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory  to judge the liv-
ing and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I con-
fess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the Faithful 
 

Presentation of the Gifts 
 

Priest: Pray, brothers & sisters that my sacrifice and yours 
may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
 

All rise and reply: “May the Lord accept this sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and  glory of his name, for our 
good and the good of his holy Church”  

 

Priest:  Lord be with you     

All: “And with your spirit” 
  Lift up your hearts 
All:  “We lift them up to the Lord” 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God  
All:  “It is right and just” 

Preface prayer followed by: 
 

 All: “Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts,  heaven 
and earth are full of your glory,  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.             
Hosanna in the highest”. 
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Communion (Spiritual Act of Communion) 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy  Sacrament. I love you above all 
things, and I desire to  receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacra-
mentally, come at least spiritually into  my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to 
be separated from you.      AMEN 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Final Blessing 

Mon., Mar 1 Tues., Mar 2  Wed., Mar 3 Thurs., Mar 4 Fri., Feb Mar 5 Sat., Mar 6 

Daniel 9:4b-10 Isaiah 1:10, 16-20 Jeremiah 18:18-20 Jeremiah 17:5-10 
Genesis 37:3-4, 12-

13a, 17b-28a 
Micah 7:14-15,       

18-20 

 

Luke 6:36-38 
 

Matthew 23:1-12 
 
 

 

Matthew 20:17-28 
 

Luke 16:19-31 
 

Matthew 21:33-43,    
45-46 

 

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Sunday, March 7  Exodus 20:1-17  Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11       1 Corinthians 1:22-25  John 2:13-25 

Word of God  - Daily Scripture Readings 
Sunday, February 28 Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18    Ps 116:10, 15, 1-17, 18-19 (9)          Romans 8:31b-34      Mark 9:2-10 

All reply:  “Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter  
under roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be 
healed” 

Priest:  “Behold the Lamb of God…… 

The Great Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Lamb of God    All reply:  
        “Lamb of God, you take away the  sins of  the 
 world, have mercy us”  (repeat)  

  “Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the 
 world, grant us peace” 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any 
means without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Memorial Acclamation   Priest: “The mystery of faith”
 All:  “When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim your death O Lord, until you come again” 

Donated Baked  Goods Needed!  
Looking for donations of prepackaged, store boughten cookies, donuts, rolls etc. to be given to      
Listening House and Freedom House. Many homeless brothers and sisters are seeking shelter from 
the cold right now and these items are an appreciated treat.   Delivery will be made Mondays, so if 

you are able to have items brought to the church by Sunday, that would be appreciated. Consider this one of 
your Lenten good deeds! Place in baskets in the first Hallway.      ~ Thank you and God bless!  

Prayer Requests 

   Pray for the sick of our parish  

Heal them with your touch Lord 

         Pat Kozlowski 
Penny, friend of Carol Goecke 

Mary Bender 
Rick, son in law of Kathy Carloson 

Deaths 

       For those who have died ~ we pray  

May they rest in you Lord 

 
Mary Ann Doyle 

Donald Nitz 
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 I am grateful and fortunate to have a few good spiritual mentors in my life one of 
whom is Bishop Robert Barron.  Not that I know him personally but through his online 
Wordonfire.org ministry, books, online presence, and daily emails, I feel as though I do.  The 
first weekend of Lent he gave a homily online entitled, “Three Habits to Get the Most Out of 
Lent.”  It was excellent and I encourage you to listen for yourselves on YouTube, but I will just 

highlight one aspect of his homily and that is almsgiving because it is rich with practical ideas.  The whole homi-
ly talks about 1. prayer, 2. fasting, and 3. almsgiving but here is just part of what he said (some paraphrased), 
“The third thing we do, in Lent, is we give alms.  In a way this is the most important practice because it is how 
we express love.  How do you do that concretely?  By helping the poor.  (And I am construing ‘poor’ broadly, 
not just economically poor but as anyone who is in need).  What am I doing concretely to help them?  Auto-
matically, I think, we consider a monetary gift when we say, ‘giving alms.’   And that is not bad, because there is 
something about giving money that cuts to the quick, doesn’t it?  We think, ‘I will do this and that but now you 
are asking me for my money?’ I get a little reactive.  Good!  That means it is going to cost you a little bit.   
     

    At Mass we have the opening and the prayers and the liturgy of the word, then the homily and then the 
creed and then it is as though the mass is suspended for a little while when we play a little music and now we 
will take up the collection and then when that is over we will resume the Mass.  I think a lot of Catholics think 
that way.  That is not it.  The act of giving alms, that is what the collection is, that is integral to the Mass.  Be-
cause what we are doing is preparing to join ourselves to the sacrifice of Christ.  And so we make, concretely, a 
sacrifice.  Good! That is essential to the Mass.  Well, during lent we are encouraged to give alms in a more in-
tense way.   
      

    What might I recommend here?  Well, here is an old Biblical idea I have always liked; to tithe.  To tithe means 
to give 10% of your income.  Maybe you are doing your taxes and here is exactly what I took in this year, now 
take 10% of that and make sure you are giving that away to the poor.  Maybe you say that for the 40 days; how 
much do I make during that period?  Take 10% of that and give it to the poor.  There is something clean and 
clear about that I love.  
      

    Here is a simple one:  maybe your custom is to tip 15% at a restaurant, tip 20% during Lent.  Maybe you tip 
20%, well tip 25% during Lent. Maybe during Lent purposely carry around loose change or loose bills so that 
when people ask you on the street for money you have something to give them.  I know it is a complicated is-
sue but how about you say that during Lent, ‘I am going to give to anyone who asks me.’  That includes when 
mail comes in and people are soliciting money from you, maybe just make an act of faith, ‘Lord, I am going to 
trust in your providence that whatever request is made of me I am going to respond, favorably.’  That is some-
thing you can do.   
    

    Maybe Set up a poor box in your house.  It is an interesting practice.  A simple box you set up by the house.  
Anytime you leave the house during lent put something in it.  I am not saying how much, $10, $1, or 25 cents, I 
don’t care what it is, but you are concretely reminding yourself of your obligation to the poor every time you 
leave the house.   
      

    More generally in terms of giving alms to go beyond just money, perform one of the corporal or spiritual 
works in a very focused way during lent.   If you don’t know them, go online and look them up.  Look up the 
corporal and spiritual works and say that, ‘for these forty days I am going to pick one of these and I am going to 
do it more intensely. 
     

    Let’s NOT do this everybody, and I am accusing myself here, when we come to the end of Lent we are not 
going to say, ’Lent kind of came and went and I didn’t do that much.  Nothing much changed in my life.’  Don’t 
let that happen.  Maybe take one suggestion I have made and do one of them.  Or take one idea and say, “I am 
going to go all the way on that idea.’  Do something this lent, pray, fast, give alms.             

 
 God is good, Fr. Mark Joppa 
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Church of St. Rita  
8694 80th Street South  

Cottage Grove, Minnesota 55016 
 

Parish Telephone ................................... 651-459-4596 
Fax ......................................................... 651-459-5364 
Web Site:  ...................................... www.saintritas.org 
Email……………………………. ........... stritas@saintritas.org 
Parish Council Contact……...ParishCouncil@saintritas.org. 
  

Follow St. Rita’s on Social Media: 
Facebook.com/saintritaschurch 
Instagram  @saintritaschurch            

 

Office Hours   
Monday through Thursday 8:00—4:30 pm 

Friday  8:00 AM to Noon    
The Parish Office is closed on weekends. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Thursdays - 8:30am to 5:00 pm 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays at 4:00pm, or call the Parish Office for appt. 
 

Baptism 
Baptisms are held the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month at 
noon (Note: Baptisms are not scheduled during Lent)  Baptism 
Preparation Class held on 1st Monday of each month. 
 

RCIA  
Contact Deacon Jack Nicklay at 651-459-4596 
 

Marriage 
Call the Parish Office to inquire.  Please allow six months for 
marriage preparation. 

Mass Times 
 

Tuesday           5:00 pm Mass 
Wednesday    8:30 am  
Thursday         Communion Service 8 am 
    Adoration 8:30 am—5:00 pm followed 
    by 5:00 pm Mass 
Friday              8:30 am Mass 
Saturday         5:00pm Mass 
Sunday            8:30 am  &  10:30 am  

Mass Intentions for week of February 28, 2021 

Friday, Mar 5 
   Richard Thompson & 
   Emma Sapp † 
Saturday, Mar 6 
  Pierre & Jeanette Vu †    
Sunday, Mar 7 
  The Parish † 
  Hubert Murphy † 
      

Sunday, Feb 28 
   Joe & Irene Sherry † 
  The Parish 
Tuesday, Mar 2 
   Matta Nguyen † 
Wednesday, Mar 3 
  Stephen DeBlieck † 
Thursday, Mar 4 
   Florentina Bries † 
   

Stewardship Corner 
Financial Giving 

Year to Date as of 1/31/2021 
*YTD Actual will be updated on a  

monthly basis. 
      Actual  2020-21 YTD….…$479,877.67 
      Budget 2020-21 YTD…..($488,915.00) 
      Difference………………………($9,037.33) 
 

Mortgage Update 
     Balance as of 2/1/2021 …  $816,168.81 
     Monthly Payment ………………. $5,695.92 
 

Home visits 
If you wish to receive communion because you are homebound, 
contact the Parish Office to make arrangements. 
 

Hospitalization 
We would love to visit you if you are hospitalized.  Please have a 
family member contact us.  Confidentiality laws do not allow hos-
pitals to notify churches. 
 
Parish Registration 
You may register at the Parish Office during office hours.  Forms 
are also available on our web site. 

 
 

St. Rita’s annual Lenten  
“baby shower”  

Baby items can be placed in 
the baby bassinet located in 

the “gathering space” through  
March 28. 
 
Donations benefit clients of Woodbury 

Options for  
Women ~ Pregnancy Resource Center 

~ Respect Life Committee ~ 



Park Grove Electric
Family Owned  

& Operated 
Senior Discounts!

651-459-8888 
www.parkgroveelectric.com
Licensed, Bonded, Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES

Kevin Valento, Agent
651-457-5444
Auto, Commercial, 
Home, Health & Life

www.valentoinsuranceinvergrovehts.com
Parishioner

General dental care 
for entire family. 

New patients 
welcome.
651-459-2300 | parkdental.com

Frank Zamora’s  
Concrete LLC

All Types of Flat Work
Driveways • Floors • Patios 
Steps • Curb • Gutter, Etc...

Custom Exposed Aggregate  
& Colored Concrete

Over 30 Years Experience    651-458-9461
References Available       Bonded & Insured

John S Germo  
Ins Agcy Inc
Jack Germo, Agent
7450 E Pt Douglas Rd. S. 
Cottage Grove, MN 55016 
Bus: 651-458-0425
State Farm, Bloomington, IL 
1211999

   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Rita, Cottage Grove, MN A 4C 02-0297

RECYCLING L.L.C.

651-459-1887
fax: 651-459-7412 

email: support@tennissanitation.com 
GREG & WILLIE TENNIS 

St. Paul Park, MN

Cottage Grove Area 
For All Your Plumbing Needs! 

Dean Phillips 
612-644-7287

459-6237 
Trophies 
Plaques 
Medals

Engravings - Plastic Signs & 
Namebadges 

Donna Goenne 
1592 Hastings Ave. • Newport, MN 55055

• LAWN& GARDEN • FARM  
• EQUIPMENT • SALES  & SERVICE

7473 Lamar Ave. S., Cottage Grove, MN 
651-459-1441• www.gerlachservice.com

Compliments of

Cottage Grove & 
Woodbury Locations

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
BROKEN SPRINGS REPLACED

DOORS • OPENERS
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(651) 458-3488
Lift-Master
The Professional Line
Garage Door Openers

“Need A Home? 
Phone The Malones!”

Rae Jean &  
Mechelle Malone 
Realtors/ Parishioner 

651-731-2722
www.MalonesSellHomes.com 

Each office is independently owned & operated

Our Family Serving Your Family  for Over 27 Years

 Staging Experts

O: 715-273-3377  • TF: 888-724-9420

hinesauction@sbcglobal.net

www.letjackdoit.com
Registered Wisconsin Auctioneer #513 & #1174
Member of National, WI & MN Auctioneer Assoc. 
JEFF & JACK HINES, AUCTIONEERS
218 N. Broadway • Ellsworth, WI  54011

“Let Jeff & Jack Do It”

Additions • Remodeling 
Home Improvements

Mike Faletti, Owner 
651.398.5150 

www.craftsmanrenovationsllc.com

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518

Fluegel Law Firm p.a. 
“Serving Our Community Since 1963” 
Attorneys at Law

Donald Fluegel  •  Daniel Fluegel 
Benjamin Colburn

Estate Planning • Wills & Trusts • Probate • Elder Law 
Family Law • Guardianships & Conservatorships  

Health Care Directives &  Durable Powers of Attorney 
Estate & Income Tax Planning & Preparation 
Business LLC • Corporations • Partnerships

999 Westview Dr. • Hastings 
651-438-9777 • www.fluegel.com

Viking ExteriorsViking Exteriors 
Since 1962

Storm 
Damage 

Specialists!

Call us! 651-256-1061

901 N. Concord, South St. Paul 
www.VikingExteriors.com BC# 003773

RoofsRoofs
Siding Siding 
Soffit Soffit 

Fascia Fascia 
Windows Windows 

Doors Doors 
GuttersGutters

Heating, Air Conditioning, Plumbing & Drain cleaning
(651) 459-2896 | www.rumpcaservices.com

Contact Dennis | 651-428-1972
www.DecideOnDen.com

WHY WAIT?  CALL US NOW 
AND HEAR BETTER TODAY!

1-833-HEARITE 
(1-833-432-7483)

www.lifesoundshearingaids.com
Serving patients over 25 years 

Located in Cottage Grove off Hwy 61 @ Jamaica


