
  

Weekend Liturgies 
Saturday 5:00 pm 

Sunday  8:30 and 10:30 am 

28th Sunday of Ordinary Time—Sunday, October 10, 2021 

 
 

Ministries, Chairs & Contacts 
 

Parish Trustees .......................... Rose Svitak and Bob Schultz                                                                 

Parish Council Chair ........................................... Lori Beasley 

Finance Council Chair .........................................  Bob Schultz 

Adult Formation/Bible Study .................... Marylee Stabenow 

Mission Outreach/Sister Parish ......................... Mary Hilgers 

Pro Life Committee ............................................. Nini Nelson 

Adoration ...............................................................Jane Korf 

St. Rita’s Women’s Council ............................... .Cathy Schmit 

Sun. Night Prayer Group ..................................... Tim Murray 

Knights of Columbus. ........................................... Bill Yunker 

Garden Committee………...Rosanne Haupert & Cathy Mitchell                                          

Liturgical Environment Committee……………..Nancy Reckinger 

 ............................................. ……………………….and Phyllis Bries 

Ladies Craft Ministries ..................................... Karen Callinan 

Donut Sunday ............................................ Sharron Hoffman 

Community Meal ................................................Jack Nicklay 

Parish Nurse ................................................... Mary Fran Koch 

 
 

 Parish Staff 
 

Pastor ............................................................... Fr. Mark Joppa 

Deacons ....................................... Steve Koop and Jack Nicklay 

Business Administrator ........................................ Rory Gilbert 

Safe Environment Coordinator…………………………...Rory Gilbert 

 

Pastoral Associates: 

Elementary Faith Formation...............................Kathy Kovarik 

Youth Ministry and Faith Formation .......................................  

Youth Ministry Assistant……………………………………...Oliva Keen 

Music Director ....................................................... Adam Baus 

Pastoral Care ........................................................ Jack Nicklay 

 

Support Staff: 

Office Manager……………………………………………...Cindy Mitchell  

Director of Maintenance ..............................  Todd Salmonson 

Faith Formation Assistant .................................. Carol Goecke 
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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

To my St Rita's Family,   
 

Thank you for the many ways you all have supported, encouraged and prayed for me over the years.  When 
I came to St Rita's in 2004, I was welcomed with great joy and hope by a group of amazing parents and vol-
unteers who couldn't wait to see the young people of St Rita's experience God's great love and mercy, they 
helped me in a lot of crazy and creative and prayer-filled ways to build relationships and provide opportuni-
ties for our youth and families to encounter the Lord. 
 

Every year, new parents and volunteers step forward to help continue passing on our faith and I have been 
blessed by each and everyone one of you.  Over the past seventeen years together we built up a thriving 
faith formation program, helped our youth learn the works of mercy and engage in the life of the Church 
through Summer Stretch and other service opportunities, and helped make the connection of faith to eve-
ryday life for many families.  And I trust that those many many loving servants will continue to share God's 
love with our youth and families in beautiful ways into the future.   
 

As I move into my next steps in life I want you all to know of my continued prayers and gratitude for you 
all.  You have each in your own way blessed my life through our interactions and it's very difficult to leave 
this beautiful parish family.  Early in September, I was recruited by several parishes, and though I wasn't 
planning on leaving this role, I felt the Holy Spirit encouraging me to be open to change.  Through much, 
much prayer I know that this next step is something the Lord is asking of me and am trying to trust His 
plan.  Please pray for me as I make this transition and know that I will be praying for you all.  As I trust this 
the Will of the Spirit, I know the Lord will send the right someone to continue teaching and encouraging the 
youth and families I love so much, trust His timing and be open to their new ideas and energy.  Be patient 
as the Lord works.   
 

Thank you especially to the staff, catechists, youth ministry team and my CORE Peer Ministry Team over the 
years for all the ways you lifted me up, laughed with me, prayed with and for me and love our young people 
and families - you are the light of the world - keep shining brightly.   
 

Bless Bless ~ Amy 
 
*In an effort to honor Amy’s request, she did not want a farewell reception. 

 
 

Senior Singles  
 

Join us for dinner at 5 pm on 
Wed., Oct. 13th at Obbs on Burns Ave.. 

 

Those planning to attend are asked to    
arrive at St. Rita’s parking lot for car            
pooling.  We will leave promptly at 4:30  
pm. 

 

New members, men and women are       
always welcome! 

Come and share suggestions for future  
activities.  Invite your friends! 

 

    Deep Cleaning of Church 
 
Mark your calendars for Friday,          
October 22nd at 9:00 am to help 
with a deep cleaning of the church, 
oiling the pews, and cleaning the 
sacristy in preparation for the      
Advent and Christmas services.  
 

 Please bring your buckets, rags & gloves.  Both men 
& women are encouraged to come.   
 

Coffee and treats will be available in Seton Hall. 
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The readings we heard two weeks ago used parts of the body to consider how we are    
living. The hand grasps and holds: what are we reaching for? The leg carries us places: 
where are we going? The eye gazes: what are we looking for and looking at? And then we 
were encouraged to rid our selves of them if we aren’t reaching for the Lord, moving     

toward the Lord: looking for the Lord. The underlying question was: what are you willing to give up if it 
troubles your relationship with the Lord.  
 
The readings we hear today bring balance. The gospel emphasizes, once again, the need to take stock and 
then give up what is interfering with our spiritual growth. However, both the gospel and the first reading, 
from the Book of Wisdom, add another element: don’t just give up something, choose something far 
better! The world around us can be alluring, promising riches and power. It can also be confusing and dis-
tracting. It is good to abandon the distractions and let go of the false security of possessions and riches. It 
is even better to see, with clarity, the splendor of the Lord and trust him when he tells us that we are not 
losing anything when we choose him. Rather we are gaining the treasure of heaven. 

From  
The  
Deacon 

What to Do When a Friend is Considering Abortion 

Read the full version at respectlife.org/l-o-v-e. 
When a woman is facing a difficult pregnancy, the re-

action of the first person she tells tends to set the 
tone for her decision-making. How do we respond in a 

loving way that is life-affirming for both her and her 
baby? First, prioritize listening over speaking. Ask her 

about her feelings, thoughts, values, beliefs, and 
wants. When her story is fully shared, it is your turn  

to provide factual information, in a  
loving and caring way. Encourage her. Help her set 

goals that extend beyond her due date to help her see 
life beyond her pregnancy. Reassure her that she is 
not alone, and provide practical support. Pray with 
her, offering Christ’s love at a crucial life-saving and 

life-defining moment. 

 
This is a summary of a USCCB Respect Life Program article by the 

same name and is reprinted with permission. © 2019, USCCB, 

Washington, D.C. All rights reserved. 

Blessing of the Pets was last Saturday, 10/2.   

There were 22 dogs and one cat who came to re-
ceived a blessing on Saturday. Thank you to all who 
brought their beloved pets and thank you to Deacon 
Jack for blessing them. 
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Prayer Requests 

Heal them with your touch Lord 

   Pray for the sick of our parish  

 
Jim Jansen 

Audrey Kasper 

 
 
 
 
              

 
 
 

May they rest in you Lord 

For those who have died ~ we pray  

Deaths 

Pat Kellerman 
Heather Evans 
Bob Branchaud 

Rose Chavez 
Jerry Dudzinski 

Cleora Tembreull 

Mon., Oct 11 Tues., Oct 12  Wed., Oct 13 Thurs., Oct 14 Fri., Oct 15 Sat., Oct 16 

Romans 1:1-7 Romans 1:16-25 Romans 2:1-11 Romans 3:21-30 Romans 4:1-8 
Romans 4:13, 

16-18 

Luke 11:29-32 Luke 11:37-41 Luke 11:42-46 Luke 11:47-54 Luke 12:1-7 Luke 12:8-12 

Sunday, October 17 Isaiah 53:10-11  Psalm 33:4-5,18-19, 20, 22 Hebrews 4:14-16  Mark 10:35-45 

Sunday, October 10 Wisdom 7:7-11       Psalm 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 (14)             Hebrews 4:12-13            Mark 10:17-30 

Word of God - Daily Scripture Readings 

 

The Saint Ritas  community meal will be 
held on Oct. 15th and will be held every 
third Friday of the month after 
that…..ALL ARE WELCOME!  

Doors open at 5PM with the meal serv-
ing at 6PM. There is no cost but a free will offering is 
appreciated. Please tell your friends.  

Listening House Needs 
Thank you for your past generosity in sharing with the 
poor. Right now we are looking for some special request-
ed items, and with the cold weather drawing near, we will 
also be looking for winter weather clothing in the near 
future. Clothing and outerwear needs to be in good repair 
and clean.  
Suggested items: 
   Shampoo medium size (Dollar Store) , bar soap,    deo-
dorant, Laundry detergent (S/M liquid),  dish soap, tooth-
paste, toothbrushes 
   

 You can make a difference! 
Thank you from the Mission Outreach Committee 

Mission Outreach Fall Craft Fair  
Saturday, November 6th, 2021.  

 

Our Craft Fair will be here before we know it! 
 

Get those sewing machines humming, knitting needles clicking, and hot glue gun heating! 
Donate your crafts items as well as baked goods, homemade jams, house plants, etc.  

Craft Fair information sheet available on the table outside the parish office.   

Help make our Craft Fair a huge success! 

Proceeds support the St. Rita’s Mission Outreach and the St. Rita’s building fund.                                                 

This will not a be vendor sale.  
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Mass Times 
 

Tuesday          5:00 pm Mass 
Wednesday    8:30 am  
Thursday         Communion Service 8 am 
    Adoration 8:30 am—5:00 pm followed 
    by 5:00 pm Mass 
Friday              8:30 am Mass 
Saturday         5:00pm Mass 
Sunday            8:30 am  &  10:30 am  

Mass Intentions for week of Oct 10, 2021 
 

 

Thursday, Oct 14 
  Ted Hoffman † 
Friday, Oct 15 
  Joan Mahoney †   
Saturday, Oct 16 
   Rita & Bernie Rieman   
Sunday, Oct 17 
   George Carlson † 
   The Parish  

Sunday, Oct 10 
  Linda Burbach † 
   The Parish 
Tuesday, Oct 12 
  Don Gschlecht † 
Wednesday, Oct 13 
   Shari Woida † 
    

Church of St. Rita  
8694 80th Street South  

Cottage Grove, Minnesota 55016 
 

Parish Telephone ................................... 651-459-4596 
Fax ......................................................... 651-459-5364 
Web Site:  ...................................... www.saintritas.org 
Email……………………………. ........... stritas@saintritas.org 
Parish Council Contact……...ParishCouncil@saintritas.org. 
  

Follow St. Rita’s on Social Media: 
Facebook.com/saintritaschurch 
Instagram  @saintritaschurch            

 

Office Hours   
Monday through Thursday 8:00—4:30 pm 

Friday  8:00 AM to Noon    
The Parish Office is closed on weekends. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Thursdays - 8:30am to 5:00 pm 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays at 4:00pm, or call the Parish Office for appt. 
 

Baptism 
Baptisms are held the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month at 
noon. Baptism preparation class is held on 1st Tuesday of each 
month. Attendance at baptism preparation class is required 
before scheduling a baptism date. Call as soon as possible to 
register for baptism preparation class. 

RCIA  
Contact Deacon Jack Nicklay at 651-459-4596 
 

Marriage 
Call the Parish Office to inquire.  Please allow six months for 
marriage preparation. 

Home visits 
If you are homebound and would like to receive Holy Commun-
ion or have a confession heard, or would like a visit from           
Fr. Mark, please call the parish office at 651-459-4596. 
 

Hospitalization 
We would love to visit you if you are hospitalized.  Please have a 
family member contact us.  Confidentiality laws do not allow 
hospitals to notify churches. 
 

Parish Registration 
You may register at the Parish Office during office hours.  Forms 
are also available on our web site. 
 

Anyone wishing to serve as a volunteer in any parish event or 
function, who may come in contact with youth or vulnerable 
adults, must first complete the “Essential Three” components 
required by the Archdiocese: Virtus training, a background 
check, and a signed code of conduct. Call the parish office for 
more     information. 
 

Victim Assistance Hotline: 651-291-4497 
 

If you or anyone you know has been the victim of abuse by cler-
gy or any employee of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneap-
olis, your first call should be to local law enforcement authori-

Stewardship Corner 
Financial Giving 

Year to Date as of 9/30/2021 
*YTD Actual will be updated on a  

monthly basis. 
      Actual  2021-22 YTD….…$198,654.52 
      Budget 2021-22 YTD…..($197,650.00) 
      Difference…………………….$1004.52 

Mortgage Update 
     Balance as of 8/1/2021 ….  $695,436.36 
     Monthly Payment ………………. $5,695.92 
 

  

 Eucharistic Adoration  
 

This is a precious opportunity to spend  
quiet personal time with the "Real Pres-
ence" of Jesus.  Our Adoration community 

is in need of  a second person for the 10:00 to 11:00 
a.m. hour and for the 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. hour.   
 

We will be happy to answer any questions. Contact 
the parish office at 651-459-4596. 

mailto:ParishCouncil@saintritas.org


Park Grove Electric
Family Owned  

& Operated 
Senior Discounts!

651-459-8888 
www.parkgroveelectric.com
Licensed, Bonded, Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES

Kevin Valento, Agent
651-457-5444
Auto, Commercial, 
Home, Health & Life

www.valentoinsuranceinvergrovehts.com
Parishioner

General dental care 
for entire family. 

New patients 
welcome.
651-459-2300 | parkdental.com

John S Germo  
Ins Agcy Inc
Jack Germo, Agent
7450 E Pt Douglas Rd. S. 
Cottage Grove, MN 55016 
Bus: 651-458-0425
State Farm, Bloomington, IL 
1211999

   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Rita, Cottage Grove, MN A 4C 02-0297

RECYCLING L.L.C.

651-459-1887
fax: 651-459-7412 

email: support@tennissanitation.com 
GREG & WILLIE TENNIS 

St. Paul Park, MN

Cottage Grove Area 
For All Your Plumbing Needs! 

Dean Phillips 
612-644-7287

• LAWN& GARDEN • FARM  
• EQUIPMENT • SALES  & SERVICE

7473 Lamar Ave. S., Cottage Grove, MN 
651-459-1441• www.gerlachservice.com

Compliments of

Cottage Grove & 
Woodbury Locations

O: 715-273-3377  • TF: 888-724-9420

hinesauction@sbcglobal.net

www.letjackdoit.com
Registered Wisconsin Auctioneer #513 & #1174
Member of National, WI & MN Auctioneer Assoc. 
JEFF & JACK HINES, AUCTIONEERS
218 N. Broadway • Ellsworth, WI  54011

“Let Jeff & Jack Do It”

Additions • Remodeling 
Home Improvements

Mike Faletti, Owner 
651.398.5150 

www.craftsmanrenovationsllc.com

Contact Dennis | 651-428-1972
www.DecideOnDen.com

WHY WAIT?  CALL US NOW 
AND HEAR BETTER TODAY!

1-833-HEARITE 
(1-833-432-7483)

www.lifesoundshearingaids.com
Serving patients over 25 years 

Located in Cottage Grove off Hwy 61 @ Jamaica

Professional, efficient, 
guaranteed satisfaction, 

best paint products.

We Get The Job 
Done Right!

651-239-0642 
15 Years Experience • Cottage Grove
ProPerformancePaintingMN.com

Pr
o P

erf

orm
ance Painting & Decorating

Therapist-owned  
Outpatient Clinic

Acute Injuries &  
Chronic Conditions

Discover the Link  
to Recovery!

8599 W Point Douglas Rd S, Cottage Grove 
651-313-5859     link-therapy.com

FRANK ZAMORA’S CONCRETE
All Floors, Driveways, Garage Floors, 

Patios, Curb, Walkways & More!

Working with Concrete Since 1977

Experience In Residential, 
Commercial & Highway Heavy

651-458-9461 
frankzamorasconcrete.com

Licensed 
& Bonded

Fluegel Law Firm p.a. 
“Serving Our Community Since 1963” 
Attorneys at Law

Estate Planning • Wills & Trusts • Probate • Elder Law 
Guardianships & Conservatorships  • Health Care Directives &  Durable Powers of Attorney 

Estate & Income Tax Planning & Preparation • Business LLC • Corporations • Partnerships

999 Westview Dr. • Hastings 
651-438-9777 • www.fluegel.com

Donald Fluegel 
Daniel Fluegel

Contact Tim Browne to place an ad today! 
tbrowne@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2518


