
  

The Baptism of the Lord -  Sunday, January 9, 2022 

 
Ministries, Chairs & Contacts 

 
Parish Trustees .......................... Rose Svitak and Bob Schultz                                                                 

Parish Council Chair ........................................... Lori Beasley 

Finance Council Chair .........................................  Bob Schultz 

Adult Formation/Bible Study .................... Marylee Stabenow 

Mission Outreach/Sister Parish ......................... Mary Hilgers 

Pro Life Committee ............................................. Nini Nelson 

Adoration ...............................................................Jane Korf 

St. Rita’s Women’s Council ............................... .Cathy Schmit 

Sun. Night Prayer Group ..................................... Tim Murray 

Knights of Columbus. ........................................... Bill Yunker 

Garden Committee………...Rosanne Haupert & Cathy Mitchell                                          

Liturgical Environment Committee……………..Nancy Reckinger 

 ............................................. ……………………….and Phyllis Bries 

Ladies Craft Ministries ..................................... Karen Callinan 

Donut Sunday ............................................ Sharron Hoffman 

Community Meal ................................................Jack Nicklay 

Bread Basket…………………………………………………..Karen Callinan 

Parish Nurse ................................................... Mary Fran Koch 

 
 

 Parish Staff 
 

Pastor ............................................................... Fr. Mark Joppa 

Deacons ....................................... Steve Koop and Jack Nicklay 

Business Administrator ........................................ Rory Gilbert 

Safe Environment Coordinator…………………………...Rory Gilbert 

 

Pastoral Associates: 

Elementary Faith Formation...............................Kathy Kovarik 

Youth Ministry and Faith Formation .......................................  

Youth Ministry Assistant……………………………………...Oliva Keen 

Music Director ....................................................... Adam Baus 

Pastoral Care ........................................................ Jack Nicklay 

 

Support Staff: 

Office Manager……………………………………………...Cindy Mitchell  

Director of Maintenance ..............................  Todd Salmonson 

Faith Formation Assistant .................................. Carol Goecke 

Weekend Liturgies 
Saturday 5:00 pm 

Sunday  8:30 and 10:30 am 
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On December 30th members of our Sister 
Parish in Chimbote, Peru experienced 
devasting fires which consumed hundreds 
of homes leaving 500 families homeless.   
Please keep them in your prayers as they 
recover and rebuild their community. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In an effort to continue offering Donut 
Sunday each month, we need volunteers 
to help with the serving the milk & coffee 
after the 8:30 or 10:30 Mass.  Please help 
us to continue with this community minis-
try by calling or text Sharon Hoffman at 
651-350-8287 or call the Parish office. 
Thank you in advance for your considera-
tion. 
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If you are reading this article, you are a member of one of the two groups. The 
first group has grown up with the technologies that exist today. Computers, 
smart phones, the internet, streaming videos, and all that they entail are part 
of life. The second group lived and remember life before these technologies. 
They  readily remind others of what life used to be like. I belong to the second 
group. 

 

Before smart phones there were just phones. Subscribers had a choice of one-color, black. 
The most difficult decision was whether one wanted  a long cord or short cord on their 
phone. What is more, unlike today the only thing one could use a telephone for was to make 
a telephone call. 
 

Today there exists the smart phone. It can do  many things. It can get directions, provide in-
stant weather , answer all trivia questions, take pictures, and send and receive them.  The list 
goes on and on. Oh yes it makes phone calls too. 
 

Then there is television. Early TVs  were mostly furniture with a picture tube. There were only 
4 channels to watch, and about midnight the stations went off the air. Color TV was a marvel-
ous invention  that emerged later in life. 
 

Today televisions can be as large as small movie theaters. The picture quality is fantastic. One 
can see every blemish on the newscaster’s face. Cable, satellite, and  streaming  provide mul-
tiple sources of receiving the TV signal. Even the free over the air channels have multiplied to 
around 20. 
 

Many other changes we have seen in life. I could site more examples. I take mercy knowing 
that all who have a chance to tell their stories certainly do. 
There is one thing in life that has never changed. In a simple word…God! Forever, God has 
created each one in His image and likeness. He has created each of us to share His limitless 
love. He wants for us not to be sinners, but because of our free will he knows we are sinners. 
His forgiveness knows no bounds  He has given us His Son, to remind us of  His love, to teach 
us how to live and a promise  of eternal salvation. God always has and always will love each 
of us. There are no exceptions. 
Know then that whatever is happening in our lives, God is there for us, He will never change.   
 

Deacon Jack 

St. Ambrose of Woodbury Perpetual Adoration Chapel opened January 2nd  
Visit their website at www.saintambrose.weadorehim.com for more information. 
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Prayer Requests Deaths 

Mon., Jan 10 Tues., Jan 11  Wed., Jan 12 Thurs., Jan 13 Fri., Jan 14 Sat., Jan  15 

1 Samuel 1:1-8 1 Samuel 1:9-20 1 Samuel 3:1-10 1 Samuel 4:1-11 
1 Samuel 8:4-7,   

10-22a 
1 Samuel 9:1-4,    

17-19; 10:1a 

Mark 1:14-20 Mark 1:21-28 Mark 1:29-39 Mark 1:40-45 Mark 2:1-12 Mark 2:13-17 

Sunday, Jan 16   Isaiah 62:1-5     Psalm 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 (3)  1 Corinthians 12:4-11 John 2:1-11 

Sunday, Jan 9 Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11       Psalm 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30 (1) Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7     Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 

Word of God - Daily Scripture Readings 

 
 
 
 
              

 
 Heal them with your touch Lord 

   Pray for the sick of our parish 

May they rest in you Lord 

 
 

Gil, friend of Jean Brezinski 
Mark, brother of Arlene Mahoney 

For those who have died we pray 

Delores, mother of Laurie Barthol 
George May  

Shirley, aunt of Carol Urbanski 
Jennifer Miller 
Juanita Dean 
Arnie Horn 

 Excerpts from Fr. Albert’s Christmas Greeting 
I want to bring you up to speed with what we have collectively achieved in the past years for the many, many children, 
young people and families in Ghana. On December 1, 2021, I will turn 9 years as a priest. For these past years we have 
together brought joy and relief to many children and families in Ghana. Your financial support has put me in the posi-
tion to be able reach out to those who need me in the missions and in the communities around. Together, we have 
supported 230 children and young people within this period to pay their school fees; we provided school supplies such 
as bicycles, stationeries, desks, clothing, as well as medical care. 

1. 10 students have graduated and are now nurses  
2. 2. 6 students have graduated and are now teachers  
3. 3. 30 students in a senior high school have their rent being paid for and some amount of food supplied to 

them.  
4. 4. 184 children and youngsters at different levels of education are receiving educational support in accord-

ance with their need.  
In addition to these, we have built a grade school from 1st to 6th grade and provided desks for the children. We are 
adding three more classrooms to take it to the 9th grade. The following projects carried out.  

1.  A Clinic is built ( it is operational)  
2. We drilled 9 wells around the communities for clean water  
3. We fixed a Marian Shrine and built and new one  
4. We built a church for one of the mission stations (furnishing is yet to be done)  
5. We built a youth center for Youth Faith Formation  
6. We provided church goods for the churches and missions  

 

As I thank the Lord for His act of salvation, I want to express my gratitude to you for saying Yes to Jesus in supporting 
my mission – The people can now have access to nearby and quality health care, have clean water to drink and many 
children now are in school.  
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Mass Times 
 

Tuesday          5:00 pm Mass 
Wednesday    8:30 am  
Thursday         Communion Service 8 am 
    Adoration 8:30 am—5:00 pm followed 
    by 5:00 pm Mass 
Friday              8:30 am Mass 
Saturday         5:00pm Mass 
Sunday            8:30 am  &  10:30 am  

 

Mass Intentions for week of Jan 9, 2022 

Friday, Jan 14 
  Denise Kinlaw  † 
Saturday, Jan 15 
 Mary Olson-Pfeifer    
Sunday, Jan 16 
  Steffi Linson 
  The Parish 
 

Sunday, Jan 9 
  The Parish 
  Ramon Yasis † 
Tuesday, Jan 11 
  Al Luebbers † 
Wednesday, Jan 12 
  Dick Vasterling  † 
Thursday, Jan 13 
  Conrad Weinert Jr.  †  

Church of St. Rita  
8694 80th Street South  

Cottage Grove, Minnesota 55016 
 

Parish Telephone ................................... 651-459-4596 
Fax ......................................................... 651-459-5364 
Web Site:  ...................................... www.saintritas.org 
Email……………………………. ........... stritas@saintritas.org 
Parish Council Contact……...ParishCouncil@saintritas.org. 
  

Follow St. Rita’s on Social Media: 
Facebook.com/saintritaschurch 
Instagram  @saintritaschurch            

 

Office Hours   
Monday through Thursday 8:00—4:30 pm 

Friday  8:00 AM to Noon    
The Parish Office is closed on weekends. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Thursdays - 8:30am to 5:00 pm 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays at 4:00pm, or call the Parish Office for appt. 
 

Baptism 
Baptisms are held the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month at 
noon. Baptism preparation class is held on 1st Tuesday of each 
month. Attendance at baptism preparation class is required 
before scheduling a baptism date. Call as soon as possible to 
register for baptism preparation class. 

RCIA  
Contact Deacon Jack Nicklay at 651-459-4596 
 

Marriage 
Call the Parish Office to inquire.  Please allow six months for 
marriage preparation. 
 
  

Home visits 
If you are homebound and would like to receive Holy Commun-
ion or have a confession heard, or would like a visit from           
Fr. Mark, please call the parish office at 651-459-4596. 
 

Hospitalization 
We would love to visit you if you are hospitalized.  Please have a 
family member contact us.  Confidentiality laws do not allow 
hospitals to notify churches. 
 

Parish Registration 
You may register at the Parish Office during office hours.  Forms 
are also available on our web site. 
 

Anyone wishing to serve as a volunteer in any parish event or 
function, who may come in contact with youth or vulnerable 
adults, must first complete the “Essential Three” components 
required by the Archdiocese: Virtus training, a background 
check, and a signed code of conduct. Call the parish office for 
more     information. 
 

Victim Assistance Hotline: 651-291-4497 
 

If you or anyone you know has been the victim of abuse by cler-
gy or any employee of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneap-
olis, your first call should be to local law enforcement authori-
ties.  Then please call the number above to report the abuse. 

Stewardship Corner 
Financial Giving 

Year to Date as of 11/30/2021 
*YTD Actual will be updated on a  

monthly basis. 
      Actual  2021-22 YTD….…$331,567.50 
      Budget 2021-22 YTD…..($328,775.00) 
      Difference…………………….$2792.50 

Mortgage Update 
     Balance as of 12/1/2021 ….  $689,828.17 
     Monthly Payment ………………. $5,695.92 

 

Charitable contributions 
must be claimed in the year 
in which they are delivered. 
One exception is a check that 
is mailed to the church – it is 
deductible in the year the 
check is postmarked, even if 
it is received early in the next 

year. If we receive a check in the mail in the first 
week of January 2022 that is enclosed in an envelope 
postmarked in December, we will include that       
contribution in the donor’s 2021 contribution      
statement.  Any checks received in the January 1st          
collection or postmarked in 2022 (even if the check is 
dated in December) will be included in your 2022   
contribution statement. 

mailto:ParishCouncil@saintritas.org


Park Grove Electric
Family Owned  

& Operated 
Senior Discounts!

651-459-8888 
www.parkgroveelectric.com
Licensed, Bonded, Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES

Kevin Valento, Agent
651-457-5444
Auto, Commercial, 
Home, Health & Life

www.valentoinsuranceinvergrovehts.com
Parishioner

General dental care 
for entire family. 

New patients 
welcome.
651-459-2300 | parkdental.com

John S Germo  
Ins Agcy Inc
Jack Germo, Agent
7450 E Pt Douglas Rd. S. 
Cottage Grove, MN 55016 
Bus: 651-458-0425
State Farm, Bloomington, IL 
1211999

			   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 St. Rita, Cottage Grove, MN	 A 4C 02-0297

RECYCLING L.L.C.

651-459-1887
fax: 651-459-7412 

email: support@Tennissanitation.com 
GREG & WILLIE TENNIS 

St. Paul Park, MN

Cottage Grove Area 
For All Your Plumbing Needs! 

Dean Phillips 
612-644-7287

• LAWN& GARDEN • FARM  
• EQUIPMENT • SALES  & SERVICE

7473 Lamar Ave. S., Cottage Grove, MN 
651-459-1441• www.gerlachservice.com

Compliments of

Cottage Grove & 
Woodbury Locations

O: 715-273-3377  • TF: 888-724-9420

hinesauction@sbcglobal.net

www.letjackdoit.com
Registered Wisconsin Auctioneer #513 & #1174
Member of National, WI & MN Auctioneer Assoc. 
JEFF & JACK HINES, AUCTIONEERS
218 N. Broadway • Ellsworth, WI  54011

“Let Jeff & Jack Do It”

Additions • Remodeling 
Home Improvements

Mike Faletti, Owner 
651.398.5150 

www.craftsmanrenovationsllc.com

Contact Dennis | 651-428-1972
www.DecideOnDen.com

WHY WAIT?  CALL US NOW 
AND HEAR BETTER TODAY!

1-833-HEARITE 
(1-833-432-7483)

www.lifesoundshearingaids.com
Serving patients over 25 years 

Located in Cottage Grove off Hwy 61 @ Jamaica

Professional, efficient, 
guaranteed satisfaction, 

best paint products.

We Get The Job 
Done Right!

651-239-0642 
15 Years Experience • Cottage Grove
ProPerformancePaintingMN.com

Pr
o P

erf

orm
ance Painting & Decorating

Therapist-owned  
Outpatient Clinic

Acute Injuries &  
Chronic Conditions

Discover the Link  
to Recovery!

8599 W Point Douglas Rd S, Cottage Grove 
651-313-5859     link-therapy.com

FRANK ZAMORA’S CONCRETE
All Floors, Driveways, Garage Floors, 

Patios, Curb, Walkways & More!

Working with Concrete Since 1977

Experience In Residential, 
Commercial & Highway Heavy

651-458-9461 
frankzamorasconcrete.com

Licensed 
& Bonded

Fluegel Law Firm p.a. 
“Serving Our Community Since 1963” 
Attorneys at Law

Estate Planning • Wills & Trusts • Probate • Elder Law 
Guardianships & Conservatorships  • Health Care Directives &  Durable Powers of Attorney 

Estate & Income Tax Planning & Preparation • Business LLC • Corporations • Partnerships

999 Westview Dr. • Hastings 
651-438-9777 • www.fluegel.com

Donald Fluegel 
Daniel Fluegel

Contact Tom Maakestad to place an ad today!
tmaakestad@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5858

Viking ExteriorsViking Exteriors 
Since 1962

Storm 
Damage 

Specialists!

Call us! 651-256-1061

901 N. Concord, South St. Paul 
www.VikingExteriors.com BC# 003773

RoofsRoofs
Siding Siding 
Soffit Soffit 

Fascia Fascia 
Windows Windows 

Doors Doors 
GuttersGutters


