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We, the parish family of St. Francis of Assisi, are a Catholic, Christian community striving to live the mission of
Jesus Christ. As partners in faith, we witness our love of God through liturgy, social outreach and life-long faith
formation. We embrace the spirituality of St. Francis, challenging us to be instruments of peace and love.
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PARISH OFFICE INFORMATION
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St. Francis SChool ... 515-457-7167
Pre-School ... ..515-223-4577,Ext. 116
Faith Formation OffiCe......oemeenmeeennsesnnnes 515-440-1030
Parish Staff

Director of Operations........eeeeesssssinsens Paula Courter
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Bookkeeper (incl. ACH, Abundant & tithing) ......Pam Danzer
HR Coord. (incl. IRA, matching gifts & stocks)...Monica Lihs

Director of Facilities & Maintenance ........ccceee. Mario Lastro
Director of Faith Formation .......ccccu.u.... Lisa Schmidt
Director of Adult Faith Formation ... Vivian Day
Faith Formation Administrative Assistant...... Heather Rohe
Youth Ministry Coordinator ... Deacon Bill Richer
Early Childhood Faith Formation Coord. ................ (vacant)

Family Faith Formation Coordinator ................ Erica Schieffer
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Kids Care Director ... .Connor Doole
St. Francis School Principal ... Jon Aldric
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IT SUPPOTL coeetrrerersernsesssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssnes Diane Nitzel
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Parish Representatives

Pastoral CounCil....eesssessssesssenns Rob Manning
Finance COUNCIl .....coeeeeeessesssssssssssesssssenns Mike Brinker
Board of Education ..Jeremy Masterson
Faith Formation Council .......eeeneenneeeneens Nicole Saegh

Parish Office hours: 8 a.m.— 4:30 p.m.
Holiday Office Hours:

December 24: Open 8 a.m.-12 Noon

December 27 & 28: Office Closed

December 29: Open 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

December 30: Open 8 a.m.-12 Noon

December 31: Office Closed

MASS INTENTIONS
12-25 Sat. 9:00a.m. TJudy Otis

12-26 Sun. 7:30a.m. For the parishioners of the parish
9:30 a.m. T Dutchie Harty
11:30am. T Victoria Drozjock

12-27 Mon. 7:15am. T Filemon Escoto

12-28 Tues. 7:15am. t1Rudy Guara
Noon t Frank G. Mona Sr.

12-29 Wed. 7:15a.m. T Alvin & Matilda Drey

12-30 Thur. 7:15a.m. 1 Rudy Guara

12-31 Fri. 7:15am. 7 Dutchie Harty

1-01 Sat. 9:00a.m. T Marie Sabastian
4:30pm. T Odelia Garrett

1-02 Sun. 7:30a.m. T KellyEvans
9:30 a.m. T Glenna Day

11:30am. For the parishioners of the parish

SACRAMENTS AT ST. FRANCIS

Baptism

Congratulations on preparing to be baptized into the
community of the Church! Baptisms are scheduled on the
1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sundays of the month after the 11:30 a.m. Mass
& the 4t Saturday of the month after the 4:30 p.m. Mass.
For more info, please call the Parish Office.

Becoming Catholic

If you or someone you know is thinking about joining the
Catholic Church or is inquiring about the faith, please contact
the Faith Formation Office.

First Communion
First Communion is celebrated in April. For more information,
please contact the Faith Formation Office.

Confirmation

Confirmation is celebrated once a year for our high school
sophomore students. If you have a student who’d like to be
part of this, contact Lisa Schmidt at Ext. 156. For info regarding
Adult Confirmation, please contact the Faith Formation Office.

Marriage

Congratulations on your engagement! We look forward to
helping you prepare for life together. Please contact the
Parish Office for more information.

Homebound Ministry

If you're unable to attend Mass & would like to receive

communion, please email homebound@saintfrancischurch.org.

Hospital Visits
As hospital visits start to reopen during COVID-19, Fr. John

will be happy to call and speak with you on the phone!

REMEMBERING OUR PARISH FAMILY

Please pray for those individuals who have passed away
as well as their families.

Connie Swanson
Judy Oliver

Give them eternal rest, O Lord, and let them share in your unending glory.

LIVING OUR FAITH CALENDAR

Saturday, December 25
CHRISTMAS DAY

No reconciliation

9 a.m.: Mass

No 4:30 p.m. Mass

Wednesday, December 29
6 a.m.: Adoration/Rosary

Thursday, December 30
6 a.m.: Adoration/Rosary

Sunday, December 26
Regular Mass Times
7:30,9:30 & 11:30 a.m.

Friday, December 31
Office Closed
6 a.m.: Adoration/Rosary

Monday, December 27 Saturday, January 1
Office Closed NEW YEAR’S DAY

6 a.m.: Adoration/Rosary No reconciliation

7 p-m.: Rosary 9:00 a.m. & 4:30 p.m. Mass

8 p.m.: Women'’s Faith Sharing Sunday, January 2
unday, January

Regular Mass Times
7:30,9:30 & 11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, December 28
Office Closed

6 a.m.: Adoration/Rosary
7 p.m.: SFA Young Adults

8 p.m.: Men’s Faith Sharing



FROM FR. RAY

Welcome parishioners, newcomers and to those visiting!

Merry Christmas! We celebrate the Christmas season
until the feast of the Baptism of the Lord on January 9
so continue to wish people “Merry Christmas.”

During this holy season [ want to thank all of our
ministers and volunteers who made the Advent season
and Christmas masses beautiful and worshipful: our
musicians, servers, lectors, mass coordinators,
Eucharistic ministers and the Art & Environment
committee. Thank you for your prayerful ministry.

This weekend we celebrate the feast of the Holy Family
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. Pope Benedict XVI taught us
that “Jesus willed to be born and to grow up in a human
family and deserves the title ‘Holy’, for it was fully
engaged in the desire to do the will of God, incarnate in
the adorable presence of Jesus. Yet his family was a
family like all others and as such, it is a model of
conjugal love, collaboration, sacrifice and entrustment
to divine Providence.” Our family can be holy families,
like the family in Nazareth, by living with the same
values.

We will celebrate this feast day by praying a
consecration to the Holy Family at all masses this
weekend.

Saturday, January 1, the Solemnity of Mary Mother of
God, is not a Holy Day of Obligation this year. There will
be one mass at 9:00 am.

Bishop Joensen reminds us that the Diocese continues
to strongly encourage masks at all indoor liturgies and
other events, especially for those who are unvaccinated
and without natural immunity. Also masks are required
for all ministers during the distribution of Holy
Communion.

“He went down with them and came to Nazareth,
and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these
things in her heart. And Jesus advanced [in] wisdom
and age and favor before God and man.” Luke 2:51-52

Fr. Ray McHenry
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WELCOME TO ST. FRANCIS!

Thank you for joining us at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic
Church! We're glad to have you as part of our family.

We offer various possibilities to grow in faith and love,
from education, faith and social ministries, local and
international outreach, to celebrating the word of God.

For more information regarding membership and new
member activities, please contact the Parish Office.

Stop by the Parish Office to pick up a parish registration
card or register online!

If renting our Parish Hall, please contact Paula Courter at

PCourter@saintfrancischurch.org. Requests for reserving

meeting rooms for parish-sponsored campus events should
be sent to Sheila Timmerman at

STimmerman@saintfrancischurch.org.

As always, make sure to check out our website at
www.saintfrancischurch.org for a wealth of information to

assist you. ) -
ST. FRANCIS|[|
of ASSISL ™
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ST. FRANCIS COMMUNICATIONS

SUBSCRIBE TO THE BULLETIN
Subscribe to receive email notifications once new bulletins
become available online.
¢ On the homepage of our website, scroll down and click on
“View Bulletins” (next to Upcoming Events).
e Once you click “View Bulletins”, click on “Subscribe”
for St. Francis’ bulletins and enter your email address.

LIVESTREAMING MASS
Livestreaming at 9:30 a.m. Sunday Mass. (ASL interpreted.)

Go to: Youtube.com/StFrancisofAssisiCatholicChurchWDM
or youtube.com and enter SFAWDM in the search box.

LITURGY AND MUSIC

St. Francis needs ushers to help with our liturgies at all
Masses, especially the 4:30 p.m. and 11:30 a.m. Masses.

Ushers are primarily responsible for welcoming, seating,
and directing people during Masses.

Please contact Emily Schmid in the Parish Office if you are
interested in helping with this ministry.

WE WANT TO SHARE YOUR NEWS

Have something you need announced in the bulletin?

Send an email to Communications@saintfrancischurch.org.

Upcoming deadlines (by 9 a.m.) are as follows:
January 9t bulletin: January 3rd
January 16t bulletin: January 10th

*Check out the communications page on our website
for all the ways we can share your news & how to submit info.
https://saintfrancischurch.org/our-parish/communications



SIGN OF PEACE

We are excited to announce that the Sign of Peace is now
back in the Mass! Parishioners are welcome to extend a
sign of peace through a handshake or hug before communion
when directed. Those wishing to continue social distancing
are invited to make a non-physical sign of peace.

At the Sign of Peace, worshipers are invited to show their
peace and love before receiving the Eucharist, which
accomplishes their unity most perfectly. The nature of the
sign is to be determined by the culture of the people who
express it. In the United States, the bishops let local
communities determine the actions and words. We have no
set formula or gesture for extending this sign. Most often
worshipers will shake hands and say, “Peace be with you.”
But you may also see them kiss or embrace, wave or flash a
two-fingered Sign of Peace. Although today it would seem
cold to omit the Sign of Peace, it is optional. Introduced in
the 1960s to a bashful Church unaccustomed to speaking to
one another at worship, it broke the silent mood before
Communion. Now it has become a welcome expression of
unity among those preparing for communion together in
Christ.

The invitation to extend the Sign of Peace comes from the
deacon. The deacon directs posture, gesture, and action in
the liturgy. He tells us when to stand or sit, when to leave
and when to show peace.

The placement of the Sign of Peace still confuses some who
think it comes too late to say hello and too early to say
goodbye. However, the purpose of the sign is not to extend a
greeting. It is to express our love; it foreshadows our
Communion. It’s like an all-for-one huddle before the team
charges into play. Team members should have said hello to
one another long before. In fact, some communities take a
few moments before Mass begins precisely to encourage
worshipers to greet those near them. Such a greeting allows
people to feel at home, and it can also be shared by
catechumens who will be dismissed after the homily. The
Sign of Peace has a purpose deeper than a greeting—it
expresses the unity of those baptized in Christ.

When extending the Sign of Peace, attentive worshipers
resist turning it into a break. This is not the time to
congratulate someone on their anniversary, to set up an
appointment, or to exchange messages with the servers. It is
the time to express peace and love.

Bulletin Inserts for the Liturgical Life of the Parish: The Mass © 2020
Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights
reserved. Written by Paul Turner.

SFA 2022 CALENDARS

2022 SFA parish calendars are now available.
There is a limited supply in the Gathering Space.

If you would like to make a freewill donation, you
can place it in the mailbox in the Gathering Space.
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CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY FAMILY
DECEMBER 26™ MASSES

It is the wish of Pope
Francis that families will
become places of
communion and prayer,
authentic schools of the
Good News of Christ, and
a true domestic church. It
is in this light, that we find
it most expedient and
spiritually enriching to
consecrate our families to
the ideal family that ever
lived on the face of the
earth, Jesus, Mary and
Joseph. On December 26,
at every Mass, we shall be
invited to say a prayer of
consecration to offer our
families to the Holy family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph as part of
the celebration of the year of the Family established by Pope
Francis on March 19, 2021 through June 26, 2022.

Fr. John Brobbey

PRAYER TO THE HEARTS OF THE HOLY FAMILY

Holy Family, I give my heart to You to protect, guide and fill
me with graces on my earthly pilgrimage. Let my heart be
overflowing with so many of Your graces that I become a
missionary of grace to my family, friends and all who the Holy
Spirit places in my path.

Holy Family, I give my heart to You to transform the hearts of
my family into the likeness of Your Holy Hearts. Make our
home to be like Yours so that it is filled with the love, peace
and joy that only God can give. I beg You to carry our family's
hearts at each moment and set them aflame with Your Divine
Love so that we can joyfully carry our crosses each day.

At the end of our lives, I implore You to place our hearts into
the bosom of the Blessed Trinity to spend all eternity in
Heaven.

We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen

ST. FRANCIS PARISH EMPLOYMENT

St. Francis of Assisi is seeking a full-time
Communications Coordinator.

Candidates should hold a Communications, Marketing, or
Journalism degree with a minimum of 3 years of relevant
experience. Must have strong computer skills with
proficiency in Microsoft Office and web-based content
management systems. Practicing Catholic preferred.

Please submit your resume and cover letter to:
Human Resources Coordinator

7075 Ashworth Road

West Des Moines, IA 50266.

Or by email to:

communications@saintfrancischurch.org


mailto:communications@saintfrancischurch.org

An introduction to the

THEOLOGY OF
THE BODY

Discovering the Master Plan for Your Life

Thursdays, Jan 13-Mar 10
7-8:30 p.m. in Serra Room
Suggested donation of $25
Register on the Parish Website

The Theology of the Body: Discovering the Master Plan
for Your Life

Have your children or friends ever left you stumbling when they
asked you about premarital sex, pornography, contraception,
LGBTQ+ rights, abortion, gender equality and identity, or
substance abuse? These are heavy topics in the midst of a world
with so many voices telling us what to believe about our bodies.
Through the Theology of the Body, St. Pope John Paul II offers a
loving lens to view the world with great mercy, healing, and hope
for the future.

The Theology of the Body seeks to answer two basic questions:

1. What does it mean to be made human, male and female, in
the image and likeness of God?
2. How can I live my life in a way that brings happiness and
Sfulfillment?

Join this 9-week study to dive deeper into the overwhelming love
of Jesus.

e  When: Thursdays, Jan 13-Mar 10, 7-8:30 PM,
(1st night 7-9pm)
e Location: Serra Room
e Cost: Suggested donation of $25 for materials &
facilitator expenses. Can be paid at first session via cash
or check made out to SFA Faith Formation.

Register: http://saintfrancischurch.org/formation/adult-faith-
formation/ or use the QR code below:

MASKS ENCOURAGED

The Diocese continues to strongly encouraged masks.

In light of our increasing number of hospitalizations and
COVID cases, and the upcoming celebration of Christmas, this
is a friendly reminder that the Diocese continues to strongly
encourage masks at all indoor liturgies and other events,
especially for those who are unvaccinated and without natural
immunity, as a small sacrifice that can assist our health care
professionals and help all members of our community feel
comfortable worshiping together. Thank you.

PRAYER REOUESTS

Our prayer chain involves dozens of people praying for the
needs of

others. If you would like to become a prayer warrior by com-
mitting yourself to develop and sustain not only our own
personal prayer lives, but to bear the burdens of members of
our parish community and

beyond through intercessory prayer. If you would like to

submit a prayer request to our prayer chain or be a prayer
warrior please contact Sheila Timmerman.

Email: prayerchain@saintfrancischurch.org.
Please indicate if you would like your name linked to the
prayer request.

—
ey
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NURSERY SCHEDULE

The Nursery will be closed
on the following dates:
Christmas Day 12/25 . x

Sunday 12/26 L - -
New Year’s Day 1/01/22 e

Have a safe and happy time

with family and Friends!

Your Nursery Ministers

Judy, Kathy, Anna, Claire, Ivanka, and Kendra


mailto:prayerchain@saintfrancischurch.org
http://saintfrancischurch.org/formation/adult-faith-formation/
http://saintfrancischurch.org/formation/adult-faith-formation/

WONDER...in His Love

Liturgical Link
e  Why do you think Jesus called the temple “his Father’s
house”?

¢ Inwhat way is your church “your Father’s house”?

e Justas Mary did, reflect on the past year and share your
most memorable family moment.

e  Whatis your favorite thing to do at Church?

e  God worked miracles in the life of St. Reparata.
Share a time when you saw God’s hand at work in your
life.

Spiritual Challenge | Practice of Charity

e Consider the interrelationship among God, creation, and
humankind. How can you step up your role in this
relationship during this year?

e Remember those who might be suffering from seasonal
depression or who have lost a loved one during the past
year.

e Rather than wrapping another physical present for
family members, gift them with your presence through
an experience that you can do together.

e Consider a creative activity you can do a clan after
attending Mass. Your celebration of togetherness will
reinforce God’s celebration of you.

e Consider inviting a struggling friend or parishioner to
join your home meal. Talk about memories or topics that
bring you both joy.

e Consider your family, biological, spiritual, and otherwise
chosen. How might you give thanks for them in coming
years?

e Make a commitment to enhance your prayer life in this
New Year so that you feel led by God’s Spirit rather than
the chaos of the times. Perhaps this is the year that you
can try another prayer discipline, such as lectio divina.

e Consider becoming involved in one of your parish’s
liturgical ministries.

e Reflect on the concepts of “epiphany” and the multifacet-
ed ways God can manifest in your life.

e In what ways might God be calling you to defy the status
quo-your own or societies? How could this benefit you
and those around you?

To conclude our Advent theme to Wonder in the
birth of our Lord, we Wonder in His love. More
accurately, we wonder in love itself, for God IS LOVE

(1 John 4:16). This love was present from the beginning
of the world and throughout all of history.

At St. Francis, we proclaim the infancy narrative from
the Gospel of Luke at our Christmas Masses, but
another option is to read the genealogy of Jesus from
Matthew 1. The genealogy doesn’t make for a gripping
narrative, but it proclaims something fascinating about
how God works throughout history. In the telling of
Jesus’ ancestry, we see God setting the world up to
receive the Messiah.

Love was working in the hundreds and thousands of
years leading up to the birth of Christ - leading up to
Love itself entering the world taking on humanity. God
loves us so much that he descends to our level so we
may have a God who can relate to our humanity.

We are not alone in our suffering, our pains, our trials,
and our tribulations. Indeed, we have a God whose
name is Emmanuel or “God with us.” Love is always
with us.

Through the Sacrament of Eucharist, we receive Love
through the bread and wine that becomes the body and
blood of Christ so that Love dwells in us and we are
commissioned to take Love out to the world. This
reality is what we celebrate at Christmas.

At Christmas, we stand amazed and wonder in Love
itself who came down to earth so we might know Him
and love Him in return.

Emily Schmid
Director of Liturgy and Music

PARISH DIRECTORY—30T™ ANNIVERSARY

Book your appointment today!

Thursday, January 6—Sunday, January 9
Register online

Monday—Friday at www.ucdir.com
Click on “Photography Appointment Scheduling Login”
on the right side of webpage
Our church code: ia145 | Our church password: photos

Receive a free 8x10 portrait and copy of parish directory.
Our Parish Directory will not be complete without YOU!



ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL

Your contribution to the Annual Diocesan Appeal makes
an impact!

A big “Thank You” to everyone who continues to
make gifts to the Annual Diocesan Appeal. Each and
every person’s gift is important. Remember, when we
reach our parish goal, any additional gifts stay right
here for our own use.

Every gift matters. No gift is too small!

We’re slowly moving closer to our goal! Help us get there!
**Our 2021 Parish Goal is $399,532.

**To date, we have pledged or paid $363,240(90%)!

We need everyone’s participation in order to reach our goal.
Make an online gift today.

Gifts can be made online at dmdiocese.org/giving. (Be sure to
select SFA as your parish.)

Thank you for your generosity and your support of the
Annual Diocesan Appeal.

2021 annuac

DIOCESAN APPEAL

ABUNDANT GIVING

Now there are even more ways to support all the great
things happening at St. Francis!

For the last two years, we’ve used the online application
Abundant Giving to give you an additional way to tithe.
We've now added additional categories, including School,
Faith Formation, our Campus Project Wish List, Christmas and
Christmas poinsettias.

Go to our website and click on Our Parish/Tithing & Donations
or go directly to https://abundant.co/stfrancisofassisi
to see all of the ways you can support St. Francis.

PRAY THE ROSARY WITH US

Would you like to learn more
about praying the rosary in a
non-intimidating atmosphere?

All are welcome to join the
Rosary group on Monday
evenings at 7 p.m. in the Assisi
Room at St. Francis. It is a most
powerful prayer opportunity
which lasts about 45 minutes.

Please join us!

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

A big “Thank You” to one of this month’s featured
St. Francis advertisers:

* Louie’s Floor Covering*

Please consider reciprocating our advertisers’ generosity by
supporting their business.

Grow Your Business!

We are always looking for businesses that would like to
expand their reach locally by advertising in the St. Francis
weekly bulletin. You will be able to build your business and
help grow a vibrant faith community at your parish at the
same time. As an advertiser, you can count on support from
the parish leadership and parishioners. Your business will
be seen as a trusted resource in the community.

The St. Francis bulletin serves as the primary publication
tool to the parishioners each week. The cost covers the cost
of the bulletin and even serves as a fundraiser for the parish
once the bulletin has been paid for.

LOCAL ADVERTISERS

If you are interested in advertising, please call our
bulletin provider at 1-800-950-9952.

FORMED. CATHOLIC CONTENT

FORMED RECOMMENDATIONS
These recommendations are based on the Catholic liturgical
year, saints and feast days.

Program - FORMED Now! The Holy Family

Movie - The Story of the Nativity: The Truth of Christmas
Audio - The King is Born: A Collection of Christmas Praises
in Song

Books - The Strangers at the Manger by Lisa M. Hendey
Kid’s Choice - O Holy Night, The King is Born: What
Christmas Is About

Details on our website by clicking on Formation/FORMED.

FORMED

THE CATHOLIC FAITH
ON DEMAND.



FAITH FORMATION: GO DEEPER

Liturgy Link

Don'’t be too quick to set Christmas aside. The church marks
the end of our Christmas celebrations on the Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord (January 9 this year), and our priests will
be wearing white from December 25 until then.

Family Fun: Create a Comic Book

In today’s Gospel, we hear how Mary kept memories in her
heart. Capture some of your favorite family stories in a crea-
tive way by designing a family comic book. Have each family
member draw a different family story as if it were in a comic
book. Share your stories with one another and assemble
them in chronological order into a “book.” Keep the book
until next year’s feast of the Holy Family!

BECOMING CATHOLIC / RCIA

The journey of someone becoming Catholic often
begins with an encounter they have with Jesus through
the ordinary and extraordinary people in their lives.

As we celebrate the birth of Christ and experience his
inviting us into a relationship with him, please consider
accepting the invitation to try Alpha. What is Alpha and who
is it for? Alpha is for everyone, from the special people in our
lives who we know are searching - whether a member of the
St. Francis parish, another parish or faith tradition, or no
faith community. Alpha is for everyone who desires
connection with others and with Jesus.

Please keep those who are currently in the Becoming
Catholic/RCIA community in your prayers - that our
candidates and catechumens may experience the enduring
love of the Lord in their lives, and for those who are seeking
to come and see Alpha.

MAGNIFICAT SUBSCRIPTIONS

SUBSCRIBE TO THE M

We are submitting
a bulk subscription
order.

AGMIFICAT. §

The Magnificat is a
monthly Catholic
publication that
contains daily
readings, prayers,
reflections and
articles on Catholic
topics.

To order, call Heather in the

Faith Formation Office, 515-440-1030

ALPHA

+J &

Think. Chat. Eat. Laugh.
Connect. Explore. Question.

Alpha: Come & See

‘| started using Alpha 15 years ago; |
said I'll start using it until | find
something that works better, and I'm
still using it. Because we see results:
life transformation, people
encountering Jesus, experiencing
the power of the Holy Spirit, coming
alive in their faith; falling in love with
the Eucharist, with the Sacraments,
with Scripture, taking their place in
the mission of the Church, taking
ownership of the mission of the
church. And not just people in the
pews, but people who didn't even go
to church.our current Alpha.43% are
not church-goers!”

-Fr. James Mallon, St. Benedict's,
Halifax, Nova Scotia

Tuesdays 6 - 8 p.m.
begins 1-18-2022

Reserve your spot:
saintfrancischurch.org/formation/alpha

Invite a friend to Alpha




PRE-K & KINDERGARTEN INFO NIGHT CHILDREN’S SECTION

As parents, providing your child with an outstanding
education in an environment that fosters the development of
their Catholic faith is the most important gift you can give.

St. Francis of Assisi School can provide this experience
with rewards that will last your child’s lifetime.

St. Francis of Assisi School is a Preschool-8th grade school
community with three sections of each grade.

Classroom size averages 24 students with teacher associates
in each Preschool-2nd grade classroom. Our students excel in
a safe, nurturing environment under the leadership of a
faith-filled, caring and professional faculty and staff.

We invite you to attend our upcoming
Preschool and Kindergarten

Information Night—Monday, January 10

- Preschool Information Night—6 p.m.—Parish Hall.
- Kindergarten Information Night—7 p.m.—Parish Hall.

Information that will be posted on our website will include
the daily schedule, curriculum and what you can do to
prepare your student for a successful experience.

Please note: This evening is geared toward parents who
are new to SFA and will be a Question and Answer format.
If you have already had a child in Preschool and/or
Kindergarten at SFA, material presented will be familiar to
you, so your attendance is not imperative.

Follow the steps below to register your students.

Preschool and Kindergarten Parents who are new to SFA O PU z Z L E

School must complete the following steps
to register their child:

- E-Enroll their student via the link on the front page of our Peace on earth to everyone who
website (www.sfawdm.org)between Tuesday, January 11th pleases God.
and Friday, January 21st
- Provide a copy of their child’s birth certificate EDDDD
- Provide a copy of their child’s baptismal certificate (unless L
child was baptized at SFA)
- Pay tuition deposit* (cash or check, non-refundable upon
admission)

5% of total tuition for K-8

$210 registration fee for Preschool

[ ]
L]

In the event there are more applicants than seats available,
enrollment will be determined according to the
SFA Board of Education admission policy.

[l m[[«f[>][m][]

[]
DDDDDD%

Thank you for your interest in St. Francis of Assisi D
School.

We look forward to seeing you and invite you to call the DDD
School Office (515-457-7167) with any questions you may

have.

O MISSION
ST. FRANCIS SCHOOL EMPLOYMENT You can et o ks e arge

St. Francis of Assisi School is seeking Substitute Teachers. ing all of you favorh
A qualified long-term substitute teacher is needed for K-8

music January through March.

Interested applicants who want to learn more can email

Jon Aldrich at jdrich@saintfrancisschool.org. 9 @ CHRCHES MATTER



Call Us Today
Middendorf Insurance
Associates, Inc.
HOME » AUTO » BUSINESS  LIFE

Jim Middendorf
Trent Middendorf

8400 Hickman Rd., Clive 50325
515-252-1414

www.middendorfins.com

Des Moines’ only

MediGold

Medicare made easy

lowa State Office: 1449 NW 128th St., Suite 210, Clive, IA

Joe Evans, Sales Manager - lowa
To learn more: Call 515-745-0167

Or visit: Medigold.com
JOE.EVANS@medigold.com

Medigold is a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medlcate contract.
Enroliment depends on contract renewal. H1846 H3668_011sponsorship_19_M

Catholic-owned

and operated funeral home.

Mark and .Juhn Par

Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi

8201 Hickman ¢ 515.

r\sh

276.0551 ¢ CaldwellParrish.com

Now in lowa!

H v

AW

Steve Hamilton

DES MOINES

FIRM,

STORM LAKK

12345 University Avenue, Clive, IA 50325 | Local phone only: 515.309.3536

I |‘I‘()

CITY

Molly Hamilton

SIOUL

s

VETEANARY ARaE

CLINIC, PC.

00
mo

a dedicated

Kevin L. Sanders, DVM ¢ Tegan R Benham, DVM
Judith A. Lloyd, DVM, DABVP
225-9555 West Des Moines

MERCY

We are proud to be central lowa’s
Catholic health care provider.

Find a physician or clinic near you at
mercyone.org/desmoines

partner on your

BANNISTER, RANEY, :
N health journey

CAVANAUGH
WEALTH GROUP OF
L 515.875.9290
RAYMOND JAMES C11OWACLINIC.COM  DES MO

obstetrics & gynecology

[

NEVIN CAVANAUGH
Vice President, Wealth Management
nevin.cavanaugh@raymondjames.com
D 515.224.5777

LIFE WELL PLANNED.
1601 West Lakes Parkway, Suite 210

West Des Moines, lowa 50266

brewealth.com

Sponsored by:

CELEBRATE C()UNTBY

Alive concert benefiting lowa Catholic Radio Foundation
STARRING
S ,./%/7/”//, ﬁwr }74//)1/7/%}%7, and & &V/U//,m,
VIP Table and General Admission Tickets available now!

Visit www.CelebrateCountry.org for more information

MERCY

Hart-Hammer Inc.

529 Elm St., West Des Moines
277-6305
Pat & Paula Hart - Parishioners

O

Dan Buscher
515.288.2980

Integrity It’s more than
Printing Just a name

www.integrityprintdsm.com

LAWSON

o -I’:rf.('i ¢ jenlidliy

Acceptmg New Pattents
4444 NW 128th St
Urbandale, IA 50323

Y Jessica K. Lawson, DDS
Diocesan Parishioner

515.278.4366

lawsondentistry.com

Phone: 515-252-9989 | | Muiioz Enterprises

&b\&\\h\

ColinKing ino Muioz
L ¥V HOMES DeanVogel Se gs“;: I(’l!:::ill::ls
www.kandvhomes.com (641) 891-0856

YourStyle, Your Budget, Your Home. tdmneeko@gmail.com

MICHAEL J. VERSACKAS, MD
Associated Ophthalmologlsts PC
Michael J. Versackas, M.D. e S. Ejaz Husain, M.D.

Naveen A. Husain, M.D. e Chris T. Miller, 0.D.
Jeffrey M. Newland, 0.D.
1212 Pleasant Street Suite 202 * Des Moines, IA 50309

(515) 244-3937 (EYES) www.dmeyemd.com

255-0022

3

~

Brett Roberts, Par/shloner
609 1st Ave,, Perry IA

FlubsrtE—Smlley Agenl:,v

P A
B visionBank' i =
SEE WHATWE

i .

; L

I: in
515-465-4101

robertssmileyagency@gmail.com

AUTO - HOME - BUSINESS * FARM - CROP

CAN DO FORYOU.

45 N Warrior Ln | Waukee
(515) 416-7500 | visionbank.

com

NEXT PHASE
DEVELOPMENT

NextPhaseDev.com

Your Total Eye Care Professionals
Accepting New Patients
E. Michael Sarno, M.D.
David C. Ball, M.D.
Kelley S. Baumhover, O.D.
(515) 225-3546 * 5901 Westown Pkwy, #200 e West Des Moines

SIERRA. POINTE

ABPABTRENTE

5% OFF RENT

§15-309-2222
7171 Woediand Ave, West Des Moines
1R,

Bernard J. Munro, MD, FACOG
Shannon Bennett, ARNP
Central lowa Ob/Gyn Specialists

2501 Westown Parkway, Suite #1101
West Des Moines, 1A 50266

515-267-8300

www.centraliowaobgyn.com

CAPITAL
Iy ORTHOPAERISS
WWW. dsmcapltalor‘tho com
515.440.2676 (COSM)

Ankeny ¢ Clive  Indianola

= Serving up BBQ Daily!!!
Season2 ™ Seasonal Daily Features
Wimer ™ Dine in or Carry Out

]{ {:l & 4 = Catering Available!

245 E Hickman Rd, Waukee
987-4972 | KuedSmokehouse.com
L

Custom Homes

Remodeling
ruction i
o Additions
cpcustomhomes.com 515-208-5721

SECURITY |
MNATIONAL BAMNK

SNBiowa.com
200 S. Jordan Creek Pkwy, WDM

Natlonwlde

4 G O

McCartan Insurance Group
Joel McCartan

West Des Moines, I1A
515-633-2273
joel@mccartaninsurance.com

Parishionor & Brother Knight

Auts | Home | Lite | Businsis

© ADT-Monitored Hom

Iles h_
e Got 24-Hour Protection From

Funeral
Homes

® Burglary ® Flood Detection

& Fire Safety

e Security

a Mame You Can Trust ]

1-855-225-4251

® Carbon Monoide

g stiversfordia.com
— @ (515) 987-3697
Cde s WO
@LINCOLN Chris Heck
Waukee GM & Parishioner
% Jorgan Cree®
Quality Childcare & Preschool m DEAN SCIESZINSKI
475 68th St Parishioner & Owner
924-1339 TDiore =

Ashley Anderson e Parishioners * Nancy Fuller b= = (5 1 5)

686-1378 | www.tdiex.com

@

For ad info.

call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Francis of Assisi, West Des Moines, I1A

B 4C 02-0334



N @ll @round Handy Man
Home Repairs,Deck RePAIRS/
STAINING, PAINTING & FURNITURE
RepAIR/REFINISH
Gary Dresher, Parishioner

515-222-2300 | Member FDIC
westbankstrong.com

W/ West Bank

Lookno further for the
qualily eve care you deserve.
ww.ashworthvision.com
Phone: 515-440-4610

5970 Ashworth Rd
West Des Moines, IA 52066

_} W ASHWORTH
w

Dr. Barbara A. Scheetz

Dr. Kreg D. Harper

Doctors of Optometry

Open7a.m.to

"llvoo 10 p.m. every day.
Drugstore  s15.440-1481
1010 60th Street, West Des Moines, IA 50266

BREIHOLZ

CONS'];:RUCTIO_N Co.

(515) 288-6077
www.Breiholz.com

FINANCIAL
PARTNERS GROUP
JOEL MAGRUDER J2 MAGRUDER

President/Founder - Parishioner LPL Financial Advisor « Parishioner -4

515-223-9200 x4301 515-223-9200 x4305

jmagruder net net

www.financialpartnersgroup.net

Securities and advisory services offered through LPI Financial, a registered investment advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC.

A E \pmq:on ﬂ(mmr

Libby Glaser Johnson (515) 992-3735 1204 Linden St. * Dallas Center

’II tweel
wilW
== GRINTH
Sty i
Investing in Midwest businesses;
growing Midwest communities.
John Mickelson

www.mgpfund.com

CRAIG

Family, Implant & Cosmetic Dentistry

Elizabeth M. Craig
D.D.S.
Diocesan Parishioner

(515) 987-8387

Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin defivered straight to your email!

Sign up to have our weekly parish bulletin
emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com

4401 Westown Parkway
Suite 370
‘West Des Moines, IA

515-225-1924
IowaWealth.com

Dr. Nick DeRocher 978-8889
70 E. Hickman, Waukee, I1A

MHCS

Dan Schwarz, CPA/ABV
Mike Brinker, CPA

-

Certified Public Accountants
and Business Advisors

515-288-3279 MHCScpa.com

r Tower Place INDEPENDENT
515.505.0757 § ASSISTED
GrandLiving.com§ MEMORY CARE

smile orthodontics

515-225-9245
105 Valley W. Dr.| Suite 200

Physicians:

Dennis Dornbier, DO
Stephen Feltz, MD
Jeffrey Fagerland, DO
Tamara Dassanayake, M
Francesca Turner, DO
Lindsey Jenkins, MD
Lisa Vigue, MD

www.obgyndm.com | (515)288-3287

Des Moines, West Des Moines, Ankeny, Pleasant Hill, Knoxville and Winterset.

Nuree Practitioners:

Darci Lewis, ARNP

Kathy Lamb, ARNP

Jamie Butterworth, ARNP
D Jeanna Panosh, ARNP

oW ealny

| lews's Largest |
Michael Caligiuri
Realtor® Parishioner & Alum
[H®  515-577-3621

Financial Advisor

515-279-2219

Matt Kneifl, AAMS®, CFP®
1100 73rd Street, Windsor Heights, 1A 50324

Looking for rising income strategies in retirement? Let's talk!

il
HNostbrooke e,
rnmm I]ENTISIFE'Il True P
= Ste. B.

223 5673

www.westbrookefamilydentistry.com

Carl "Chhi_ " Davis
Renrle’mréflt 3e€lnl|st

K Davis Financial
5550 Wlldrose Lane W.D.M, IA

(515) 491-4576

<

LOUIE’S

FLOOR COVERING

Low Prices on Name Brands
Robwert Ridgway AlA

2709 Ingersoll Ave.  Des Moines

Member SPIC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

West Des Moines

edible %
515-222-9711

2020 Grand Ave West Des Moines
www.edible.com

4 KNIGHTS

Rob Ryan, Field Agent

OF COLUMBUS

515-490-8753

\*’/

Join Us Today!

IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL.
‘We are Our Brothers Keepers

Robert.Ryan @kofc.org
Life Insurance * Long Term Care * IRAs
Disability Income * Retirement Planning

WE DO THEM ALL!
° Flatwork
* Slabs
* Sidewalks
 Patios
° Walls

Dan Hutton

-
CONTRACTING 2

Emszsoamzz

§

o y

n ‘L

800 S.501h ST Suite 110 ® West Des Moines, IA 50266
firecreekonline.com e P:515-224-0500

hanttoankivk Dean Scieszinski

"u.‘u'.m’ " Realtor & Parishioner

s WAUKEE CHEVY 515-669-8202
(515) 987-8575 dean.s@kw.com

Now Hiring
Caregivers

Des Moines, 1A
(515)-335-4075

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

L
CI.D CENTRAL IOWA
ORTHODONTICS
Drs. Conrad, Rasool, Hartman and Wenger
550 SE University Ave, Waukee, IA 50263
(515) 987-9672 « www.ciortho.com

BERNHARDT & SMITH

ORTHODONTICS
9295 BISHOP DR., STE. 120, WDM
987-9130
245 50TH ST, STE. 120, WDM
222-0010

www.bernhardtandsmith.com

ART OF LIFE
S§ALON
3270 100th Street, Urbandale
(515) 252-8825
www.artoflifesalonspa.com
Parishioner Owned

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Kjirsten Finnegan
to place an ad today!
kfinnegan@4LPi.com

or (800) 950-9952 x2659

AVED#
et |

Blessman International fed

60,000 children today, won't
you help feed one more?2

www.blessmaninternational.org

plaza

FLORIST & GIFTS

2805 100 th St Urbandale

515-276-4951 | plazaflorist.net

— L

1830 Fuller Road, West Des Moines

515-225-7007

Coammitmen! you ca

\:7 NORTHWEST BANK

: : Chladek
5700 Uni VEI.'S:II:}' Ave. S Orthotic & Prosthetic Inc.
West Des Moines ¥ Excellence in patient carc!
i barik on 515-974-4400 20 e| Callfor an appointment

515-244-4040
www.NW.bank www.chladekopinc.com
St. Francis of Assisi, West Des Moines, I1A A 4C 02-0334



EVENTS AROUND THE DIOCESE

YOUNG ADULT CATHOLIC NETWORK

Save the Date. All young adults are invited to come to the
next Young Catholic Network gathering January 25 in
downtown Des Moines. You can look forward to networking,
complimentary drinks and appetizers, and a guest speaker
with tremendous insight into living our Catholic faith in the
professional world. Learn more at dmdiocese.org/ycn.

Calling all high school seniors. As you enter the last
semester of your high school years, pause and consider what
it will mean to stay rooted in Christ after high school. Come to
a Radix retreat and escape for a weekend of prayer and
relaxation. Get more information at dmdiocese.org/radix.

JOB OPENINGS

St. Ambrose Cathedral Parish, Des Moines is seeking an
Administrative Assistant for the parish offices. This position
works 30-35 hours per week, during normal business hours
M—F, providing multi-department support. If you love to
serve, have a cheerful disposition, and are organized and
familiar with social media communications, we would like to
talk with you. For job description click http://
www.saintambrosecathedral.org/ or email cover letter and

resume to Fr. Nipin Scaria at frnipin@saintambrosecathedral.org,
or mail to 607 High Street, Des Moines, IA 503009.

The Diocese of Des Moines has an immediate opening for
an Internal Control Specialist in our Finance Department
working with parishes and schools. More information can be
found on the Employment page of our website under

Diocesan openings. www.dmdiocese.org

For more employment opportunities in the Diocese of
Des Moines visit: www.dmdiocese.org/about-us/employment.

LA

January 22,2022 | 5:30-9:00 p.m. | SFA Parish Hall
Chili Cook-Off to support Sleep in Heavenly Peace

--Do people rave about your chili?

--Do you love to eat chili?

--Have you missed attending social events in the parish hall?
--Do you know there are kids in the Des Moines area who
don’t have a bed to sleep in?

We are looking for chili makers and chili tasters to help raise
funds for Sleep in Heavenly Peace, an organization that
builds and delivers beds to kids in need. Join us to help raise
funds for this organization and find out more about how you
can help with their mission. For more information or to sign
up as a chili maker, please contact Dan Buscher or John
Lensing through our parish website:
http://saintfrancischurch.org/our-parish/contact-us/.
Ticket sales for the event will go on sale early January.

USE SMARTPHONE OR
QR CODE READER TO OPEN
FOR DAILY.REARINGS
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