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Weekend Mass 
  Saturday:  5:00 pm 
  Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am 
 10:30 am, 12:00 pm, 
 6:00 pm 
 
Daily Mass 
  Mon-Fri: 6:30 am, 8:15 am  
  Saturday:  8:00 am 
 
Confession 
Saturday: 3:30 pm - 4:45 pm 
Tuesday: 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm 

 
Morning Prayer 
Mon-Sat: 6:10 am 

 
Rosary 
Mon-Fri:  7:50 am 
Saturday:  7:50 am 
Sunday: 8:30 am 

 
Adoration  
  Perpetual in the Reservation Chapel 

  
Parish Office: 
  Phone:  402-896-9675    
  Emergency: 402-896-9675 ext 2 
  Office Hours: 8:30 am - 4:30 pm, M-F 
 
Pastor:  Fr. David Belt  
 
Associate Pastor: Fr. Padraic Stack  
 
Deacons: 
  Dcn. Ernie Abbott, (402) 506-223  
  Dcn. Chuck Botdorf, (402) 681-4701  
  Dcn. Denny Dethlefs, (402) 861-4538  
  Dcn. Jerry Kozney, (402) 659-9219  
  Dcn. Marty Warwick, (402) 926-1253  
 
Staff Contact Info:  stephen.org/staff  
 
Facility Reservations: 
Contact Angie at 402-861-4502 or 
a.carnazzo@stephen.org 
 

Calendar of Events 
For a full calendar of weekly 
happenings, visit our website at: 
stephen.org/google-calendar  
 
Bulletin Deadline:  
Submit requests to 
a.hartwig@stephen.org by  
3 pm on the Thursday one week (10 
days) prior to the bulletin publication. 

 
Welcome New Parishioners! 
Contact Cathy Ashton at 402-891-4507, 
c.ashton@stephen.org and learn how 
we can support your faith journey.  

 

 
As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his brother 
Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. He 
said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers 
of men.” At once they left their nets and followed him. 
 

The well-known story of Jesus calling the first disciples is told 
in our Gospel this weekend. When Jesus calls Peter and his 
brother Andrew, they were casting their fishing nets into the 
sea. As Jesus called them to come after Him, the Gospel 
says, “At once they left their nets and followed Him.” As He 
continued on He saw two other brothers, James and John. 
Again He calls them and the Gospel says, “Immediately they 
left their boat and their father and followed Him.” 
 

In using the words “at once” and “immediately,” St. Matthew is helping us to 
understand that there is an urgency in following Christ. The first disciples left their 
family and their normal way of life to begin a new way of living in the light of Christ. 
Earlier in the Gospel passage, Jesus quotes the words of the Prophet Isaiah when He 
said, “the people who sit in darkness have seen a great light, on those dwelling in a 
land overshadowed by death light has arisen.” Through His own ministry and the 
ministry of His disciples, the people living in the darkness of sin and death can 
experience the light that can only come from God. Peter, Andrew, James, and John 
have left their old way of life and have taken up the vital work of bringing the light of 
peace, reconciliation, and healing to a world that is waiting for a taste of hope. 
 

We too have been called to make a change in our lives, to let go of our old ways, to let 
go of our sins, and begin again, walking in the light of Christ. We still live in a 
sometimes-dark world, and we are the modern-day disciples, called by Christ, to bring 
His light into the world. The gifts of reconciliation, peace, and healing will come to the 
world today by the way that we are faithful to our call to follow Him. 
 

“Change is the law of life. And those who look only to the past or present are certain 
to miss the future.” –John F. Kennedy 
 

God bless, 
Father Dave 
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Father Dave will be hosting a gathering for anyone who wants to 
learn more about the upcoming Pilgrimage he is leading to the 
Holy Land in October, 2020.  
 

The meeting will be  Wednesday, Feb. 19, at 7:00 p.m., in the 
Gonderinger Parish Center. Refreshments will be served. Come 
and meet Mr. Mark Hoffman, Director of Sales for Magi Travel, 
who will guide us through the itinerary and share some details 
of our daily Masses, destinations, lodging, transportation, and 
other facets of our journey together. Seats are going quickly, 
and many people register for the trip on the evening of the 
meeting.  If you would like more information, there are 
brochures near the north entrance of the church, or you may 
access an electronic version of the brochure at  
http://www.cvent.com/d/kyqd7t.  

The Parish Vocations Ministry Announces the celebration of: 
 

WORLD DAY for CONSECRATED LIFE 
February 1-2, 2020 

 

Please pray for all who have made commitments in the consecrated life 
especially Sr. Clarice Faltus, two known young lady parishioners discerning a life in 

service to the Lord, and the members of the Secular Franciscan Order.  
May they continue to be inspired  by Jesus Christ  and respond generously to God’s 

gift  of their vocation. You are invited to write Sr. Clarice a note.  Blank cards are 
available for your use.  Please drop them in the box marked Sr. Clarice on the 

Welcome table in the gathering space. 

Our Knights of Columbus invite you to join in a Devotion to Mary with a Rosary Prayer 
Service 30 minutes before the Saturday 8:00 a.m. Mass on February 1. 

Come for an hour of Eucharistic Adoration on Monday, February 3 at 7 p.m. in the 
Church. The hour will include the Rosary, scripture and contemplation.  
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Adult Faith Formation 
Are you seeking opportunities to learn and 
grow in the Catholic faith? We're here to 
support you!  
 
Explore opportunities: 
stephen.org/adult-faith-formation 
 
Contact: Cathy Ashton at 402-861-4507 
or c.ashton@stephen.org 
 
 
Sacraments 
Getting married? Having a baby? Needing 
an anointing?  
 

Baptisms: 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays at 
1:30 pm.  Parents are required to 
attend a preparation class prior to 
their child’s Baptism.  Contact parish 
office to schedule and to register for a 
class.   

 

Weddings: 
Preparation for Marriage begins at 
least 6 months prior to the desired 
wedding date. Contact parish office for 
more information. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
By the sacred anointing of the sick and 
the prayer of the priests, the whole 
Church commends those who are ill to 
the suffering and glorified Lord, that 
He may raise them up and save them. 
Contact Dcn Denny at 402-861-4538 or 
d.dethlefs@stephen.org. 

 

Homebound Eucharist 
Are you homebound and need Holy 
Communion brought to you?  Contact 
the parish office by 4:30 p.m. on 
Fridays for more information and to 
make arrangements. 

We are excited to kick off a NEW study!  All are invited to participate in this 8-week 
TGA (The Great Adventure) Romans Study.  You will learn… 

* The Catholic teaching on salvation 
* How to explain salvation to non-Christians 
* What is required for salvation—faith or works 

The group will meet on Monday evenings from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the GPC.  
Register at https://study.ascensionpress.com/studies/41501/registrations/new 
or Contact Wendy Synowicki at wendysyno@gmail.com or Cathy Ashton for more info. 

Every month about 300 or more people come together to worship God at Ablaze -- 
Catholics, non-Catholics, teens, young adults, parents, and 
grandparents. Ablaze Ministries was founded by Fr. Michael Voithofer to build a 
stronger Culture of Pentecost. This is a great place for your whole family, young and 
old, to experience more of the Holy Spirit.  
Þ Friday February 7th - St. Gerald's Church, 96th & Q  St.,  7:00 p.m. 
Þ Friday February 21st - Mercy High School Chapel, 48th & Woolworth Ave (All are 

welcome, parking and Chapel entrance in rear of school) , 7:00 p.m.  
Þ Sunday February 23rd - St. Patrick's Church, Neola IA; 308 4th St.,  6:00 p.m.   

Do you want to see clearly the invitation to Encounter, Know and Proclaim Christ? 
Join Fr. Mike Eckley for 3* inspiring presentations at St. Stephen the Martyr Church on 
March 2, 3 and 4 from 7 - 8 PM! Families welcome! Learn more at stephen.org. 
*attend as many evenings as possible. 
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—  Matthew 19:14  

School  
Grades Preschool-8 
 
Considering a Catholic Education for your 
children? St. Stephen the Martyr School is 
united in Christ to ignite the joy of faith, 
community, and learning. 
 
Website: 
school.stephen.org 
 
Phone: 402-896-0754 
Email: school@stephen.org 
Principal: Julie Perrault  
Assistant Principal: Dr. Joe Greco 
 
 
 
Religious Education 
Grades Preschool-8 
 
Do you want to build a strong Catholic 
faith foundation in your child(ren)? We 
can help! St. Stephen’s offers religious 
education for children 3 years old 
through 8th grade. 
 
Website: 
stephen.org/religious-education 
 
Phone: 402-861-4512 
Contact: China Weil 
Email: c.weil@stephen.org 
 
 
 
Youth Ministry 
Grades 6-12 
 
Did you know that 13 year's old is the 
average age that youth leave the Church? 
We're here to help! Our Youth Ministry 
programs are designed to keep youth 
actively Catholic and to provide real 
answers to real questions. 
 
Website: 
stephen.org/youth-ministry  
 
Phone:  402-861-4509 
Contact: Laura Bogue 
Email: l.bogue@stephen.org 

All parishioners are invited to stop by and learn more about our 
Preschool (age 3+) through 8th grade school at our Open House on 
Sunday, January 26!  We can’t wait to show you our school!  
 

Calendar 
Jan. 26: Open House from 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM 
Jan. 27—31: Catholic Schools Week 
Jan. 31: Special Guest Mass at 10:45 AM 

Those preparing for First Communion and their parents are invited to our First 
Communion Meeting on Jan. 26th at 1:30pm in the Dining Room. Children and 
parents will be given time to discuss and pray together as a family. Practical details 
about things like dress code and seating arrangements will be explained, and the "My 
First Communion" home preparation booklets will be handed out.  
  
Calendar 
Jan. 25/26 - First Communion Blessings at Masses 
Jan. 26 - First Communion Meeting 
Jan. 26 - No Sunday School  
Feb. 11/12 - No RE Classes  
Feb. 22/23 - Confirmation Retreats 
Feb. 25/26 - No RE Classes   

 

Youth Ministry Participant Registration — Registration is free, quick, and easy. 
Register online at waiver.smartwaiver.com/v/ssmym201920. 
 

Life Teen (High School) — Jan. 26: 7-9 PM, GPC — IT’S GYM NIGHT! After we enjoy our 
prayer and pizza, we will head to the gym for some community building activities (9 
Square, Anyone?) and free time in the gym. 
 

Edge (Middle School) — Jan. 28: 6:30-8 PM, Dining Room— New games and 
challenges await us for our monthly gym night. Come with your game faces on this 
week, Friends. 
 

What About Wednesdays (Grades 8-12) — Jan. 29: 7-8:30 PM, School Library — Are 
large groups not your thing? Do you still want to participate with parish youth 
activities, but Sundays won’t work for you? Well, What About Wednesdays? 8th-12th 
grade teens are invited to join us for our Discipleship group where there will be a 
variety of teen-lead discussion, game nights, one night Bible or book studies, and 
more. It’s come when you can, and we promise not to assign homework. 
 

Steubenville Youth Conference: Join Us for this Transformational Catholic Event! 
We’re returning to the highly anticipated Steubenville Youth Conference in Rochester, 
MN this summer! Mark your calendars for Friday, July 10-12, 2020. Steubenville | 
Rochester is a weekend conference that evangelizes, equips and empowers current 8th

-12th grade youth to become radical, joyful disciples. Enjoy keynote speakers, praise 
and worship, Eucharistic Adoration, Reconciliation, and much more. Cost is $345, and 
includes entrance to the conference, most meals, 2 nights in a hotel, transportation, 
and a t-shirt. Register online at stephen.org/steubenville-2020 . Contact Laura at 
l.bogue@stephen.org with questions. 

Hearts Open Wide: Youth Service Squad 
Þ Feb. 23: Sundae Sunday at the Country House Residence, 1-2 PM 
Þ Feb. 23: Dinner Prep at the Rainbow House, 3-6 PM 
Þ Feb. 26: Shifts for Ash Wednesday Soup Supper, 4-9 PM  
Family participation is always welcome and encouraged.  
Online registration is required.  
Visit: stephen.org/youth-service. 

TIP FROM CREATION CARE TEAM 
To help keep waterways clean and safe from pollutants, take steps such as using biodegradable 
detergents at home and in business and eliminating the use of disposable plastic whenever 
possible.  Also, be aware that synthetic pesticides and herbicides can harm birds and insects. 

Email ssmartyrmoms@gmail.com to get involved in faith 
formation and social events for the moms of our parish and 
join the Facebook Group to learn more!  
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OUR MISSION  
United in Christ to ignite the joy of 

faith, community and learning. 

OUR STORY  
 

St. Stephen the Martyr School was established  in 1992 
and named after the first martyr of the Catholic Church. 
The school started with grades K-5.  Fr. Gerry Gonderinger 
was the founding pastor and Sister Regina Wagner was 
the first principal.  Our own Fr. Dave Belt was the first 
music teacher in addition to being the associate pastor. 
 

Within four years of opening the school, it had grown to  
K-8th grade.  Two years later a new structure was added 
providing 19 more classrooms, a computer lab, a library, 
and a full-size, state-of-the-art gym. The enrollment grew 
quickly and by 2002, there were three classes in every 
grade including  preschool. 
 

In 2008, the school earned the title of being a national 
Blue Ribbon School. That same year, St. Stephen the 
Martyr became an accredited school. Both awards 
acknowledge excellence in administration, curriculum, 
and instructional staff. The school continues to exceed 
accreditation standards due to the hard work and 
commitment from students, staff, and families.  
 

Today St. Stephen the Martyr School has 671 students 
enrolled in preschool - 8th grade and consistently remains 
a top five populated Catholic Elementary School in 
Nebraska. Since inception, St. Stephen the Martyr has 
graduated almost 1,700 students. 

 

St. Stephen the Martyr  
Catholic School 

2019 Report & More 



 
 
 
 

FAITH 

COMMUNITY 

LEARNING 
A multitude of technology options are available to teachers and students in 
the classroom, including iPads, 3D Printers, SMART boards, Apple TV and 
laptops.  Middle school students are assigned Chrome books as part of the 
“loan to own” program. Google Classroom Suite is utlized for posting 
assignments, calendars, and email. 
 

The 2019/2020 school year was eagerly kicked off with the STEM education 
model for students. STEM takes the individual disciplines of science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics and combines them to create 
an interdisciplinary curriculum.  With STEM, students use critical thinking, 
communication, collaboration, and creativity to better understand the 
interrelation of these disciplines. A Makerspace area was added to the 
computer lab allowing students to work together to create and solve 
problems using all four disciplines.  Dash and Evo robots were added and 
students have begun building the foundation of coding from which they 
will benefit in the years to come. Three 3D printers will further students’ 
ability to create new ideas and improve existing concepts.  All of these 
resources allow students the ability to see how individual classes can come 
together to create new and exciting possibilities.   
 

Blended Learning classrooms are utilized. This format allows students to 
rotate through small group stations to gain a better understanding of 
specific concepts within a core subject (i.e. multiplication). Examples of 
small group station work includes manipulatives (hands-on learning), 
teacher led, reading/writing (cross curricular), and iPad use. Blended 
Learning also allows teachers to strategically place students into groups 
based on their level of understanding. 
 

Terra Nova testing consistently ranks high compared to other schools in 
the Archdiocese and to the NCE as shown in the adjacent chart. Students 
qualify for the 5th and 7th Duke University Talent Identification Program 
which helps gifted students assess the extent of their academic abilities. In 
2019, 42% of 7th graders and 35% of 5th graders from St. Stephen the 
Martyr qualified by scoring in the 95th percentile in at least one core area. 

St. Stephen the Martyr is proud of its unique identity as a faith-based 
Catholic school. Our education provides the competencies necessary for 
knowledgeable and excelling Christian servant leaders to impact the world. 
We invoke God’s name in prayer first thing in the morning, throughout the 
day and upon dismissal. Each class attends Mass and assists in the liturgy 
twice per week.  Students are active in Catholic devotions including 
Adoration, Eucharistic Benediction & Exposition, and The Stations of the 
Cross. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered to students throughout 
the school year. Our priests regularly visit classrooms and help with faith 
formation. Our Catholic Identity Committee meets quarterly to review 
Catholic Identity goals. In 2019-2020, the committee focused on creating 
additional opportunities for students to participate in service projects.  

A sense of community is fostered between grade levels with our buddy 
reading program and mixed-grade Mass celebrations. Students have the 
opportunity to participate in a range of athletics, from micro-soccer to 8th 
grade football, through the Parochial Athletic League (PAL). An array of 
extra-curricular opportunities are available including:  robotics, musicals, 
show choir, book clubs, math clubs, a Bible Bowl, and more. We are 
exploring a few more for the 2020-2021 school year. 
 

As part of curriculum, students grow in virtue by participating in 
community outreach, starting in Preschool.  Students feed the hungry with 
canned food drives; make cards and gifts for the homebound, elderly, and 
sick; provide warmth to the homeless and low income by making blankets 
and hosting clothing drives. 
 

Parents are encouraged to play an active role in their child’s education by 
collaborating with teachers, volunteering in the classroom and getting to 
know other parents. A vibrant and active Home and School Association 
plans many events for parents to interact and create lasting friendships.  
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MESSAGE FROM  
OUR PRINCIPAL  

Hello and welcome!   
 

It is both a blessing and a privilege to accompany the students, 
families and staff of St. Stephen the Martyr school.  Those who 
enter our doors, experience the love of Christ.  With that same 
love, our staff carries out our mission:  United in Christ to ignite 
the joy of faith, community and learning.    
 

Our priorities: continuous improvements (programs, policies, 
practices, learning conditions and cultural context), ongoing 
teacher development, student well-being and relationship-building 
set us apart. 
 

If you are seeking to provide a strong faith foundation in your 
children and if you are looking for a spiritual community to call 
home,  we’d love to meet you!  Give us a call, we’ll schedule a 
tour!  Experience the love of Christ shared at our school. 

 
           Mrs. Julie Perrault 

2019 Highlights  

Message From Our Pastor  

 

St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church is a community for all to 
encounter Christ, know Christ and Proclaim Christ.  Our school is an 
important extension of this mission. With this understanding, through  
financial stewardship and fundraising efforts, our parishioners help 
fund over 50% of the per pupil tuition cost.  Their generosity allows all 
children in our community the opportunity to establish a strong 
Catholic faith foundation while receiving a first-class education. Our 
school is truly blessed by this financial support. 
 

On behalf of our parish and school, thank you for taking the time to 
read through this report.  We believe that this past year’s 
accomplishments are just the beginning of what God has planned for 
our parish and school. 
 

We look forward to sharing the love of Christ with you and your family!     

God bless you! 
 
      Father Dave Belt 

Added an all-day Transitional-
Kindergarten (TK) within preschool 
offerings for 5-year-olds and enrolled 25 
students in the program. 
 
Started Catechist of the Good Shepherd 
in our preschool and Exploratory Faith 
Formation classes for TK. 
 
Added a STEM lab allowing students to 
further develop critical thinking, 
communication, collaboration and 
creativity. 
 
Invested in security improvements 
including new intercom/phone system, 
parking lot & entryway cameras, and 
new classroom door locks. 
 
Completed facility upgrades including 
new carpet in the hallways and 
classrooms; and refinished wood floors, 
re-painted walls, replaced wall mats and 
installed LED lighting in the gymnasium. 
 
Several teachers transitioned their 
classrooms into flexible seating, funded 
primarily by Home and School grants 
and individual parent contributions. 
 
Launched a new website to better 
communicate with current and 
prospective families. 
 
Increased classroom technology tools 
with addition of new TV’s and stands  
for Apple TV, iPads and apps for  
learning in various levels and content. 
 
Hosted several events organized by  
Home and School including Back to 
School Night, Welcome Outreach to  
New Families, and Parent Engagement 
Talks. 
 
Enacted ongoing staff 
development including Balanced 
Literacy, Gradual Release of 
Responsibility, and Guided Instruction. 
 
Aligned curriculum standards with 
Archdiocese of Omaha benchmarks and 
implemented MAP testing. 
 
Kicked-off “Be the Light” initiative for  
our students to learn and practice ways 
to shine their light and reflect Gospel 
values.  

My time at St. Stephen’s taught me many valuable lessons that has allowed me to thrive throughout high school and will 
continue to help me in the future. Going to church every week at school helped me to learn and grow in my faith and 

strengthen my relationship with Christ. My teachers also pushed me to expand my learning capacity and prepare me for the 
challenges that I would face in high school. I gained many great friendships and created many memories that I will never 

forget and I will always look back on my time at St. Stephens as a major stepping stone in the path of my life.   
- Derek, 2016 Alum 
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ENROLLMENT  
AT A GLANCE  
 

 
 K-8th grade students 
  
 
 early childhood program students 
 
 
 school families 
 
 
 school families are parishioners of  
 St. Stephen the Martyr Parish 
 
 
 students in KidZone  
 (before/after school care)   
 
 
 average class size  
 
 
staff to student ratio  
 
 
 8th grade graduates attend  
 Catholic high school (past  3-year average) 

 

REASONS TO LOVE SSM 

FUTURE /  GROWTH  
 

Academic Excellence 
Recognized by the Nebraska Department of Education 
as a distinguished AdvancED Accredited elementary 
school. This accreditation ensures that all learners 
realize their full potential and that the administration is 
committed to continuous improvement. Our school has 
also conferred the Blue Ribbon Award where students 
attain and maintain high academic goals.   
 
Individualized and Holistic Approach 
Dedicated, passionate & qualified teachers and staff 
empower students to recognize their unique gifts and 
inspire them to reach their greatest potential. 
 
United in Christ, Faith Formation 
Students, united in Christ, participate in school Mass 
liturgies, daily prayer and Catholic catechetical 
instruction. 
 
Service Projects 
Students develop lifelong skills, virtues, and habits of 
heart and mind through caring for others in our 
community. 
  
Needs-Based Instruction  
Blended learning environments allow teachers to 
cater to the specific educational needs of each 
classroom.  
 
Welcoming, Thriving Environment 
Rooted in faith; our vibrant student life, active Home & 
School Association, thriving Athletic Association and 
supportive parish community ensures a positive; safe 
and joy-filled academic experience.  

1 

2 

4 

3 

5 

6 

My wife Renee and I have been blessed with three wonderful boys, two of which currently attend St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic 
School. Like many of you, we want the best for our kids and have found that here at SSM. The SSM community provides a safe, 
happy and Catholic environment for our boys to grow and learn.  As current President of the SSM School Advisory Board I see 
firsthand the daunting amount of work the staff, teachers and administrators put into making this parish and school an excellent 
institution.  Please continue to pray, volunteer and give of your financial gifts to SSM to ensure families can come to know this 

parish and school for many more years to come.  - Joe Reding, parent 

559  

112  

406  

336  

120  

22  

14:1  

120  

In 2018, Father Dave Belt initiated the Strategic Planning 
Process.  The School Board, the Continuous Improvement 
Committee, and school leadership began working together to 
create a strategic plan for the school. The process began with 
a review of the environment through stakeholder listening 
sessions and surveys to gather input and establish priorities. 
 

Four pillars were identified (Academic Excellence, Catholic 
Identity, Operational Vitality, and Governance and Leadership) 
and goals were set. Over the next few months, strategies and 
action steps (including the responsible parties) will be 
finalized to ensure goals are met.  We are excited about our 
future and look forward to sharing this plan with you. 

Page 4 

 
Schedule Your Tour Today!  

(402) 896-0754 
school@stephen.org 

school.stephen.org/enroll 
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Do you want to get more involved in our 
parish community? Are you looking for 
ways to serve others? Are you being called 
to participate in the Liturgy?  How are you 
sharing your unique gifts? 
 

Visit: stephen.org/community 

1/14/2020-1/20/2020   
 

Offertory & Online Giving:            $46,696  
Children's Collection:                          $154 
Fiscal* Year-to-Date (FYTD)   

Actual:                                     $1,565,716 
FYTD Budget:                             $1,477,139 
FY Total Budget:                        $2,651,723 
FYTD to Total Budget Percentage:     59% 
 

Christmas Offertory Actual:          $71,777 
Christmas Offertory Budget:        $84,500 
 

*SSM Parish operates on a Fiscal Year 
from July 1 through June 30.   
 
 
Give online at stephen.org/give 
 
 
 

 

Way to go! St. Stephen the Martyr is the 
top fund raising organization for 2019! 
We raised over $9K.  Keep it up and let’s 
double or triple this for 2020!   
 

Learn more:  
www.togetheragreatergood.com/ssm  

 
Please join us Saturday nights at 6 p.m. in the SSM gym for a friendly game of 
volleyball in the SSM  All adults are welcome! Please contact Ray Foran 
at rayforan@2000.usna.com  or Andy Husein at a.husein0701@gmail.com for details.   

Becoming Catholic! RCIA  
Are considering becoming Catholic? 
Curious about our faith? Have you 
missed a sacrament or two along the 
way? Contact: Scott and Julie Tylski at 
402-861-2209 or tylskisj@cox.net or 
Cathy at 402-861-4507 or 
c.ashton@stephen.org.  

 
Friday January 31st at 7:30pm. The contest is open to boys and girls ages 9-14 
(their age as of January 1st). The contest is free and in the SSM gym. There will be a 
winner and runner-up boys and girls for each age group. The winner will move on to 
the next “level” which would be the district free throw contest. Questions? Contact 
Matt K at kreber4@yahoo.com.   

Micro-soccer for ages 3-6 and CYSL (Catholic Youth Soccer League) for grades K-8th 
Register online at: clubs.stephen.org/soccer.  Late fees begin February 18.  
Questions? Contact Brent Vodicka, SSM soccer coordinator: bvodi2020@gmail.com  

Saturday, February 1 from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Dining Room. 
Schedule appointment at https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive  
Questions?  Call/text/email Jason at 402-850-7369 or omahajason@gmail.com  

 

Just as Jesus called the first apostles, He 
calls each of us to follow Him, too.  Not 
everyone is called to leave their business 
or family behind, but we are expected to 
put God first in everything.  Everything 
from our time in daily prayer, our talent 
in participating in one of our parish 
ministries and our treasure to support 
the financial needs of our parish 
mission. 

Thank you, parishioners, for your generous support of the Archbishop’s Annual 
Appeal. Our Parish goal was $168,510.73.  St. Stephen the Martyr outperformed our 
Parish goal and contributed $172,504.30. This Appeal funds the annual needs of 
Archdiocesan ministries and benefits our local Parish. Funds raised support schools, 
sacramental preparation, counseling, mission and Justice work, victim outreach and 
prevention, campus ministry, vocations, and Evangelization and Catechesis. These are 
ministries that make a difference in the lives of our Parish and the community. 

Bring new shorts, tee shirts, underwear  and socks for men, women and 
children in all sizes for all ages.  Items will be distributed by Christian Family 
Movement (CFM) to our local shelters. Place your donations in the boxes in 
the gathering space or in the dining room.  Your generosity is appreciated.   
Questions? Contact Teresa Ziska with our Social Justice Ministry at 
trziska@cox.net or Deacon Denny at (402) 861-4538. 

Volunteer to help with Trivia Night! Opportunities are available in both the 
afternoon and evening. Sign up at: stephen.org/trivia-night 

Stock up on coffee & chocolate. Christmas items will be ½ off. Exercise your 
opportunity to support Fair Trade Practices throughout the world one more time. 
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Saturday, January 25 
 8:00 am † Kelly Burbach (PS) 
 3:30 pm  Confessions (DB) 
 5:00 pm †  Mark Mannino (DB) 
 

Sunday, January 26 
 7:30 am SI Our Parishioners (DB) 
 9:00 am † Deacon Wes Kreun (DB) 
10:30 am †  Mick Keane (PS) 
12:00 pm † Leovigildo Gutierrez (PS) 
 6:00 pm † Stanley Canova (DH) 
 

Monday, January 27 
 6:30 am SI Rose Fitch (PS) 
 8:15 am † Joyce Current (PS) 
 
Tuesday, January 28 
 6:30 am † Holy Souls (PS) 
 8:15 am † Steve Little (DB) 
   Confessions (DB)  
Wednesday, January 29 
 6:30 am SI Caroline & Paul  
   Kamphaus (PS) 
 8:15 am † Albert & Marian Berning 
   (DB) 
 4:00 pm SI Prolife & the end to all 
   abortions (PS) - RE Mass 
 5:30 pm † Juanita Mutuc (DB) - RE Mass 
 7:00 pm SI Emma Baker (PS) - RE Mass 
 
Thursday, January 30 
 6:30 am † Holy Souls (DB) 
 8:15 am † Richard Shaw (OSB)   
Friday, January 31 
 6:30 am † Kelly Burbach (PS) 
 8:15 am  † Anastasia Keller (DB)   
Saturday, February 1 
 8:00 am † George Scalise (PK) 
 3:30 pm  Confessions (PK) 
 5:00 pm †  Chester Guinane (PK) 
 

Sunday, February 2 
 7:30 am † Pat Smith (PK) 
 9:00 am † Rhea Brummer (DB) 
10:30 am SI  Franky DeLuca (DB) 
12:00 pm SI Our Parishioners (PS) 
 6:00 pm † Mary Ellen Knight (PS) 
 
**The Priest Schedules are subject to Change** 
DB=Fr. Dave Belt, PS=Fr. Padriac Stack,  
DH=Fr. Denny Hanneman, OSB=Order of St. 
Benedict, PK=Fr. Peter Krezalek 
 

SI = Special Intention 
† = Repose of the Soul 

  
Do you know of someone, including yourself, who is being admitted to the hospital, 
nursing home, hospice care or a rehabilitation facility and would appreciate a pastoral 
visit offering spiritual comfort and prayer?   
Contact Dcn Denny at 402-861-4538 or d.dethlefs@stephen.org. 

Is your marriage going down the right road . . . or is it a little off 
track?  Life can be difficult, and so can the challenges you face in marriage. 
Does the distance between you seem wide? Are you already separated? Looking for a 
better way? Retrouvaille can help and offers hope for a better relation-
ship.  Retrouvaille is a peer ministry of volunteer couples that can help you learn the 
tools of healthy communication, build intimacy and heal, just as they have done in 
their own marriages. Retrouvaille is Christian-based, and Catholic in origin, but wel-
comes couples of all faiths as well as non-religious couples.  Retrouvaille can help get 
your relationship back on track.  For more information about a Retrouvaille Weekend 
program. February 14-16 2020 to register call 1-800-470-2230 Or 
www.helpourmarriage.org, www.retrouvaille.org  last day to sign up January 31st  

Volunteers Needed! CHI Health Creighton University of Nebraska Center Bergan 
Mercy Volunteer Services is in need of volunteers to fill positions of Welcome Desks, 
Gift Shops, Eucharistic Ministers, Music Ministry, Teen volunteers, Volunteer 
Companions, and much more.  If you are interested, please call the Volunteer Office 
at (402) 398-6199 or email CUMCBerganVolunteerTeam@alegent.org. 

Pray for parishioners 
who are  sick: 
 

Dolores Thornburg 
 
Mary Mannino, daughter of Lou  

Congratulations to 2019-2020 First Semester Honor Roll! 
Roncalli Catholic High School High Honors: Trey Wells, son of Jeffery and Susan Wells 
Mercy High School Honor Roll: Jessica Baumker, daughter of Ron & Katie Baumker 

Serra Club Invitation. Are you interested in helping to promote vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life in the Catholic Church? Learn more about the mission of 
your local Serra Clubs in the Omaha Archdiocese! For more information, contact Mike 
Knier at (402) 630-9630 or at kniers@cox.net 

FREE MOVIE SHOWINGS 
Essential Pregnancy Services invites you to showings of UNPLANNED on Tuesday, 
January 28, 2020. There is no cost to attend and registration is not required.  See flyer 
for location details:  
stephen.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/unplanned-movie.jpg 

St. Charles Borromeo is holding a 4th Annual Women's Retreat 
 
Saturday, February 15, 2020 
8:45 am – 3:00 pm 
Speaker:  Deacon James Keating 
$20 - includes lunch 
register and pay online: www.stcharlesomaha.org 
St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church 
7790 S 192nd Street 
402-380-3405 

Romantic Dinner for Two  
An evening of Catholic Marriage Enrichment, Saturday, February 8th, 2020 from 6:00 
–9:00 pm at the Columban Fathers Retreat Center in Bellevue. Married couples, John 
& Kathy Martin and Kory & Julie Delkamiller, will offer practical and humorous 
insights into Catholic marriage to inspire couples to reflect upon and engage in 
discussion during this enjoyable date night. Call 402-401-4884 with questions. 

Need a fun night out?  
Join us for the 45th Annual St. James/St. Elizabeth Ann Melodrama and Musical Variety 
Show, “Vengeance in Virginia City or If the Spirits are Willing, and “Got Up and 
Went.” Show dates are February 21, 22, 23, and 27, 28, 29 at Sokol Auditorium, 13th 
and Martha Street.  Thursday, Friday, and Saturday performances begin at 7:30 
pm.  Sunday, performance starts at 6:30 pm. Tickets are $23.00.  Refreshments in-
cluded, beer, popcorn, and pop.  Round trip bus ride from St. James, 9025 Larimore 
Ave. an additional $10.00.  Call Lil Chatfield for tickets and further information 402-
493-3326.  Follow us on Social Media: Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, website: 
www.sjseamelodrama.org 

3rd Annual Sts. Peter and Paul Trivia Night 
Where: Sts.Peter and Paul Gym; | When: Saturday, March 14th 
Time: Doors open at 6:00pm, Trivia starts at 7:00pm  
Cost: $160 for Table of 8/ $25 for individual | Prizes for the top two teams!  
To register email Patty: prezek@sppsaints.org  
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Kyle Schlautman, C.P.A. Parishioner
11905 P St., Ste 101 • 345-4311 • kyle@randersoncpa.com

Tax & Accounting Services

402-330-0210
www.worldviewltd.com

Braman Mortuary 
& Cremation Services 

 72nd Street Chapel Southwest Chapel 
 1702 N. 72nd St. 6505 S. 144th St. 
 391-2171 895-3400

Both Chapels Offering Caring Services  
at Affordable Costs for Omaha Families

JOHNSON 
HARDWARE CO.
1201 Pacific      402-444-1650

SHOWROOM 
13817 Industrial Rd   402-445-2596

We create Happiness by Inspiring your 
Lifestyle in your home and Enhancing 

business Environments. 
 Responsibly

90th & L • 592-7072

Don’t Just Frame It, Frame It Right

Art & Custom Framing
18118 Wright Street (181st Center)

402.697.1577
ridgeview.deckthehalls.com

Anthony & Mary Barela - Parishioners

Tiburon Golf Club and 
Banquet Facilities

10302 South 168th St

402-895-2688 
www.tiburongolf.com

Welcome to Delicious
152nd & ‘Q’

Show this ad for 10% off your purchase

15615 Pacific St.   933-5090

WEST

Quality Training at Affordable Prices

 402-593-9051
   Parishioner   Mary Lorraine Miller

www.MLDanceCenter.com

OFFICE & EVENT CLEANING

POST CONSTRUCTION CLEANING

FLOOR CLEANING & REFINISHING

402-680-7838
http://the-office-cleaners.com/

See us at

raymartinco.com 

558-8198 
www.hughestree.com

Serving Omaha For Over 50 Years

Tritz Plumbing Inc.
894-0300

“Family Owned & Operated Since 1945” 
4718 S. 135th Street 

www.tritz.com

 Mike Tritz Kate Pachunka 
 parishioner parishioner

7805 W Center Road • 402-391-3900

heafeyheafey.com

Jim Matgen, Parishioner

ATTORNEY AT LAW

 
CUSTODY • VISITATION • CHILD SUPPORT

DIVORCE • PATERNITY MODIFICATIONS

5822 S. 142nd St. • (402) 390-0123

www.FathersRightsOmaha.com

DADS HAVE RIGHTS TOO!®

6460 South 84th Street
402.339.1226

Susan & Michael Leahy - Parishioners

MONTESSORI 
CHILDREN’S 

ACADEMY

For Children ages 6 Weeks-6 Years

144th & Harrision 

402-502-9118

Mission Village  
Animal Clinic

KATHERINE KNAKE, DVM 
BETH SOULLIERE, DVM

894-5550

16843 “Q” St.  

Omaha Orthopedic Clinic 
& Sports Medicine, P.C.

11704 West Center Road Suite 200 
(402) 691-0500  www.omahaorthopedic.com 

A Practice of Excellence Since 1934 
Pain can’t wait and neither should you

OOC

402-334-6708    11422 Miracle Hills Dr. 

 

Shops of Legacy 168th & Center

896-1246
www.olympicpoolomaha.com

Fit Right. Feel Great!

Omaha’s Only Custom 
Bra Boutique

Kelly Rocha

Owner 
Parishioner 

Certified Fitter

trulyubras.com 

(402) 990-5008 
Located right behind Cabela’s

402-758-8701 • WESTGATE.BANK

Call today for a no obligation quote. 
Auto, Home Life, Business

Larry and Tony Schmitz | Agents

(402) 895-3663

Contact Matthew Church • mchurch@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5898

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952

Katie Frazell
402-871-9170

Blessings in 2020 to the  
parishioners of St Stephens
KFrazell@NebraskaRealty.com

NebraskaRealty.com/Agents/Katie-Frazell



It ALL StArtS WIth US

402-339-1667
www.actionbatteries.com
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omahakidsdentist.com

SMILE STATION
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Bryan Hohenstein D.D.S 
(Parishioner)

Matt Schieber D.D.S

Rick Carstens D.D.S.
Bryce Cushing D.D.S.

(402) 330-5535
180th & Harrison 
168th & Maple

You’re on the Right Track to a Healthy Smile!

Specialized Care for:
Infants, Children & Young Adults

Contact Matthew Church to place an ad today! 
mchurch@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5898

Full Service Meat Counter 
Freshest Produce • Carryout

    www.fareway.com 17070 Audrey St. 
               Hours: (168th & Harrison) 
M-S 7am-9pm, Closed Sun. 895-2989

Dustin Ourada 
Parishioner

dourada@farmersagent.com

(402) 658-3414

Dustin Ourada Insurance Agency

2710 South 114th Street • Omaha, NE 68144

Auto • Home • Life • Business 

Ridgeview 
Dental

Dr. Candi Filbrandt
Parishioner

402-884-8880 • 180th & Center
www.DrCandi.com

Dr. Paul Blecha

16831 Q Street  
Omaha, NE 68135
402.894.1181
Office Hours by Appt.
www.blechafamilydental.com

Brian Nienaber- Owner
Blake Jackson-Project Manager

(402) 933-8002 • CityWideRoofs.com 132nd & Center
402.281.3900 

Support • Advocacy • Guidance • Enrichment

Mental Health & Addiction Counseling 
Marriage & Family Therapy 

Child & Teen Counseling

LOREN DEXTER 
ma, plmhp, pladc 

parishioner 
402-885-6980 13808 U St
SageCounselingOmaha.com

Walnut Grove 
Retirement Community

Celebrate Life. 
All-Inclusive Independent Living.

Call to learn more or schedule a tour: 

402-281-3510

4901 S. 153rd St. • Omaha, NE 68137 

WalnutGroveRetirement.com

Açaí Bowls • Smoothies • Fresh Juices • Salads • Paninis • Catering

Two Locations: 
Shops of Legacy | Aksarben Village

www.VitalityBowls.com

MENTION THIS AD FOR 10% OFF
Local Parishioner Owned

Mark Harrison 
402-817-9494
3552 Dodge St, Omaha
mharrison@npdodge.com 
markharrison.npdodge.com

HAPPY 
NEW YEAR

2020!


